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Orders taken in Spain about the Affairs of 
the Weſt- Indies; what hapned at Cubagua, 
and Maracapana. wy 
ILS T what has been faid hapned in 
ee New-Spain, Alonſo Hernandez, Puerto Carre- | 
ro, and Francis de Montejo, Martin Cortes, 4 
Father to Ferdinand Cortes, and the Pilot A 
Antony de Alaminos, ſpoke to the King of Spain at Tor- 
defillas, delivering their Letters, and the Accounts they 
ee le of what had been done, and of the Cn - 
exculing Cortes, and ſhowing Cauſe for his refuſing 
> | You III. * = 
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to obey Janes Velaſquex. They aſſerted, that no 
Man 2 — on thoſe ee or ſub. 
due that Empire. They preſented the Things th 
had brought, and the Indian Men and Women, which 
Preſent was look'd upon as the ſtrangeſt and moſt va- 
Juable that had yet been ſeen, and ſo much admird, : 
that it gave Credit to all that was reported of the 
Grandeur of that new Country. The King return'd 
ſpecial Thanks to God, for having in his Time diſco- 
ver'd thoſe Provinces, where his Name might be glo- 
rify d. He order'd the Indians to be carry d to Sevil, | 
and well treated, becauſe they would be in Danger in 
travelling through cold Countries. His Majeſty then 
decided nothing as to thoſe Affairs, becauſe the Party 


* 


of James Velaſquez making great Complaints, on ac- | 
count of Cortes's revolting from him, and the ſaid Yz= 
laſquez, being a Man of Reputation, who had great %;, 


Friends to ſupport him; the King being in great Haſte | 
becauſe the Electors preſs'd him to come over to be 
crownd Emperor, and the Biſhop of Burgos, who un- 
derſtood thoſe Affairs being at Coruna, fn 3 
Fleet to carry his Majeſty over to Flanders, the Deciſi- | 

on was reſerr d to that City. 5 $3 

WHEN the King arriv'd at Coruna, Matters of great 


tting out the 1 r 


Moment were brought in, upon his Departure, from Ei 


all Parts of Spain, eſpecially on the Account of the 


Rebellion of feveral Cities, as Commoners, for which 
Reaſon, and b-cauſe the Weather was not fit to ſail, 
his Majeſty ftay'd there two Months. Upon the 


great Importunity of the Perſons intruſted, the ſeven | 
};{t Days before the King's Departure, were deputed | 
for diſpatching the Affairs of the Veſt-7Indies. The 


firſt Thing concluded on was, that the Admiral Don 


James Columbus, ſhould, in Conſideration of his Fa- Fi 


ther's Merits, be reſtor'd to his Government of Hiſ- be 
paniola, and the other Iſlands diſcover'd by his Father, 


as Vice- zoy, and to his Rights as Admiral, with ſome ¶ t 
| | N 6 | Reſtrictions MF 


3 TheHisTorr of America. 2 
KReſtrictions and Regulations, as was thought expedi- 
ent it that time. In the next place, Information be- 
ing given, that the two Monaſteries of Dominicans and 
2 Franciſcans that were on the Coaſt of Cumana were 
2 ſucceſsful in their Preaching, it was order d, that they 
2 ſhould be ſupply'd with whatſoever they wanted ſor 
their Subſiſtance, and that twenty Franciſcans ſhould 
have their Paſſage given them, and others ſhould be 
encourag' d to go, that there might be no want of La- 
bourers. The Admiral faiPd from Sevil in September, 


„and arrivid in Hiſpaniola in November 1520. With 
n him went over the Licenciate Antony Serrano, with 
n Power to make Settlements on the Iſland of Guadalupe, 
upon very advantageous Terms, and a Commiſſion to 
= Fovern the Iflands of Monſerrate, Barbada, Antigua, 
D Deſſeada, Dominica and Matinino, neighbouring upon 
at ) 


$zadalupe, till Governours ſhould be appointed for 
te them, becauſe they were inhabited by Canibals, to 
be Avhich Effect he was furniſh'd with all Neceſſaries, 
n- ind yet he perform d npthing. To return to the 
ne Tranſactions of Coruna, nothing was concluded as to 
be Affairs of Cortes, but only that the Deputies of 
Nen Spain ſhould be allow'd what they wanted for 
eat heir Expences, upon Security, out of what had been 
iz d of theirs at Sevil. Peter Arias de Avila was ap- 


the 
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meddle with any but ſuch as were Canibals. One 4- | 
lonſo de Ojeda, an Inhabitant of the Iſland of Cubagua, 
fitted out a Ship and ran down ſeven Leagues along the 
Coaſt to the Port of Chiribichi, where the Dominican 
Friers, with their own Hands had built a Monaſtery, : 
which they call'd St. Faith. There were in it, wher. | 
the Ship arriv'd there, only two Friers, the one a 
Prieſt, and the other a Lay-Brother, the reſt being 
gone to Preach, and hear Confeſſions at Cubagua. The 
Seamen went aſhore, with the utmoſt Security, be- 
cauſe the Friers during their Stay there had brought 
the Natives to ſuch a peaceable Temper, that one ſin- 
ge Saniard loaded with Goods to barter would go 
our Leagues up the Country, and return with what 
he had got in Exchange. "Thoſe Men went to the 
Monaſtery, the Friers receiv'd them lovingly, and 
gave them a Collation. They ſaid, they would ſpeak | 
to the Lord of the Town, whoſe Name was Mara- 
guey, a Man naturally fierce, diſcreet, and cautious, 
and who was not thoroughly fatisfy'd with the Beha- 
viour of the Spaniards, but conniv'd at ſome Things 
to keep the Friers in his Country for his own Securi- 
ty. He was ſent for, and when come, went aſide! 
with Ojeda and two Spaniards, the one of them Stew- 
ard, and the other Clerk of the Ship. Ojeda in the 
Preſence of the Cazique ask'd for a Sheet of Paper, Pen 
and Ink of the Religious Man, who was Vicar of the 
Houſe, and thinking no harm gave it him, and went 
away. Ojeda asking Maraguey, whether he knew of 
any People in his Neighbourhood that did eat Man's; 
Fleſh, the Indian hearing him ask for ſuch as were 
Man- eaters, and knowing that the Spaniards made War 
with ſuch People, and carry'd them away for Slaves 
was much incens d, and appear'd angry, ſaying in hi 
Language, No, no Man's Fleſh, no Man Fleſh, and 
went away refuſing to talk to them any more; and 
though they endeavour'd to appeaſe him, he remain" 
| N very 
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very uneaſy, ſuſpecting that they only ſought ſome 
pretence againſt him, and his People. Ojeda took leave 
of the Friers, and imbarking his Men, went four 
Leagues from thence down the Coaſt to a Towrf call'd 
Maracapana, belonging to a Lord, whom the Spaniards 
call'd Giles Gonzalez, becauſe he having been in the 
Iſland Hiſpaniola, the Controller Giles Gonzalez, made 
very much of him, and was his great Friend. This 
Lord was no leſs diſcreet than Maraguey, and liv'd as 
cautiouſly, but always entertain'd the Spaniards kindly 
that went to his Town. QOpeda arriving at Maracapa- 
na, Giles Gonzalez. went out to meet him, gave them 
all to eat, and convers'd in a friendly manner. Ojeda 
intimated that he was going to barter for Iadian Wheat 
with the Tagares, being the People on the Mountain 
three Leagues from thence 3 and when he had reſted 
went away towards that Mountain, with twelve or fif- 
teen of his Men, leaving the reſt to look to the Cara- 
vel. The Mountaineers receiv'd them well, they ask'd 
them to ſell fifty Loads of Wheat, and to find ſo ma- 
ny Men to carry it to Maracaqpana, where they would 
pay for the Wheat, and the Carriage. All was com- 
850 with, and they came to the Town with their 
urdens on a Friday in the Afternoon. As ſoon as 
come into the Market Place, they ſet down their Loads, 
and lay along to reſt them; the Spaniards ſlily enclos'd, 
and drawing their Swords began to bind them; bur 
ſome of them ſtarting up made their eſcape, though 
wounded, and thirty-ſix were carry'd aboard. Giles 
Gonzalez, being highly incens'd at this Wickedneſs, 
ſent Meſſengers all about the neighbouring Parts, to 
give an Account of it. Hereupon, to prevent the Spa- 
ziards ever more coming to diſturb them, they con- 
cluded to kill the Friers, ſuppoſing them Accomplices 
in that Fact, ſince they gave the Paper to Ojeda, and 
becauſe when any Spaniards paſs'd along the Coaſt, 


they went to refreſh ard divert themſelves at the Mo- 
naſtery. 
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haſtery. Accordingly they agreed, that on the next 
Sunday, when the Spaniards did no Work, but went 
aſhore to divert themſelves, Giles Gonzalez ſhoiild kill 
Ojeda and his Men, the Veſſel being there till, and 
Maragney the ſame Day ſhould Kill the Friers ; and 
that from thence forwards they ſhould always be in 
Arms, and deſtroy all Spaniards that ſhould attempt to 

go aſhore. Ojeda did not ſtay till Sunday, but went 
aſhore on Saturday, as unconcern'd as if he had done 
nothing, and Giles Gonzalez, came out, with a chear- 


ful Countenance to meet him, and twelve of his Com- 


panions, but when they were near the firſt Houſes of 
the Town, which ſtood next the Water; a great 
Number of arm'd Men ruſh'd out and fell upon the 
Spaniards, and kill'd Ojeda and fix of his Followers, 
the reſt ſav d themſelves by ſwimming to the Ship, 
which the Indians attack d with a Number of Canoes; 
but could no: prevail, for it fail'd away, 

Maraguey being eas d of the Spaniards by the Death 
of Ojeda, was not fo haſty in killing the Friers, for 
having them like Sheep in a Pen, he ſtay'd till Sunday, 
the appointed Time, and then as the Prieſt was veſted 
to ſay Maſs, and the Lay-Brother had confeſs'd, in 
order to receive the Sacrament, Maraguey rung their 
Bell; and the Lay-Brother opening the Door, 624 
kilfd him there, without being perceiv'd by the Prieſt 
that was veſted, behind whom they came, and cleft 


his Head with an Ax, ſending them both to enjoy the 
| beatifick Viſion, as may with good Reaſon be believ'd; 
for they may well be reckned as Martyrs ſince the 


occaſion of their being there was no other than the 


. Preaching of the Catholick Faith. Then the Tndians 


burnt the Monaſtery,” and all that was in it, and ſhot 

to Death a Horſe thoſe Religious Men had to draw a 

little Cart for the Service of their Houſe. © This Diſ- 

ſter was. ſoon known in the Iſland of Cubagna, by 
cans of the Indian, and three or four arm'd Boats 

| | | wenr 
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went out from thence, which running down the Coaſt, 
found it in Arme, and not daring to Land, return'd 
Home. Advice hereof being brought ro the Iſland 
Hiſpaniola, where the Admiral then was, it was reſolv'd 
in Council, to chaſtiſe thoſe People, carrying them all 
away to the Iſlands, to which Purpoſe five Ships were 
order d to be fitted out with three hundred Men, and 
Gonzalo de Ocampo was appointed to Command them. 
About the fame time Father Caſas arriv'd ſrom Spain 
with two hundred Labourers, Store of Proviſions, 
Goods to barter, and all other Neceſſaries, the Bi- 
ſhop of Burgos having for Fear of Cardinal Adrian, 
who was left to govern Spain, furniſh'd him plenti- 
fully. Father Caſas was much ſurpriz d, at his Arrival, 
to hear what had hapned, becauſe the main Foundation 
of his Project depended on the Monaſteries that had 
been deſtroy'd. However he queſtion'd not bur to 
reduce the Indiaus by fair Means, and therefore the 
Ships above-mention'd being ready to fail to de- 
ſtroy thoſe who had kilbd the Friers, he apply'd to 
the Commander Gonzalo de Ocampo, ſhow'd the King's 
Orders, and requir'd him to deſiſt from that Enter- 
prize, ſince His Majeſty had entruſted him with that 
Affair; bur Ocampo turn'd all off with a Jeſt, and pro- 
ceeded on his Voyage. | 
CAPTAIN Ocampo fail'd over to the Continent with 
only two Ships, leaving the other three at Cubagua, 
hoping the better to ſurprize the Indians. Being ar- 
riv'd at Maracapana, the Country of the Cazique Giles 
Gonxalex, he kept his Men cloſe under Hatches, ſhow- 
ing only four or five Sailors, and pretending he came 
from Spain. The Indians at firſt were very ſhy, but 
ſceing ſo few Men began to draw near, being invited 
with Spaziſh Bread and Wine, which they coveted a- 
bove all Things. They ask'd, Whence they came, 
and were anſwer'd, From Spain. The Indians again 
reply d, Not from Saia, but from Au, the ** 
1 . Cf K = t ey 
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they gave to the Iſland Hiſpaniola, their Fear making 
them doubt, as being ſenſible that their Puniſhment 
muſt come from Santo Domingo. At length, the Co- 


vetouſneſs of the Wine, and the Commander's Subril- l 
ty deluded them, for ſeveral of them went aboard, 


though the Cazique ſtay'd in the Canoe. Then the 


Men that were under Hatches ruſh'd out, and ſeiz d 


the Judian, and a Sailor Ocampo had ready, being an 
active Man, a great Swimmer, and ſtripp'd of his 
Cloaths, leap'd into the Canoe, and grappling with 
Giles Gonzalez, they both fell into the Water, and the 
Sailor ſtabb'd him with a Dagger he had, then other 
Seamen leap'd into the Water, and kilbd him. Ocampo 
ſent for the other Ships, and hang'd ſeveral of the Pri- 
ſoners at the Yard Arms, that they might be ſeen 
from the Land. He ſet Men aſhore, attack'd and en- 
rer'd the Town, took and kill'd many, hanging ſome, 
and impaling others. Thinking he had done enough 
for an Example, and the neighbouring Provinces beg- 
ing Pardon, he ſent away the Ships, laden with Slaves 
to the Ifland Hiſpaniola, to defray the Charge of that 
Expedition, and with his Spaniards founded a Town, 
half a League up the River of Cumana, which was 
call'd Toledo. Z | 
FATHER Caſas not being able to prevail with Ocam- 
po to deſiſt from his Enterprize, as has been ſaid, pre- 
ſented his Commiſſion, and the Order he had from 
the King, before the Admiral, the Judges of Appeal, 
and the King's Officers, being ten in Number, who 


meeting together were calbd the Conſult, and requird 


them to cauſe the ſame to be executed. They or- 
der'd them to be proclaim'd by ſound of Trumpets 
in the Croſs-Streets, being the moſt publick Place in 


that City, and particularly that Order, which enjoyn'd, 


that no Perſon ſhould preſume to hurt or terrify the 
Inhabitants of the Provinces within the Limits aſſign'd 
Father Caſas, which might be any Hindrance to the 
nme 
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Reduction and Converſion he had undertaken ; but 
that thoſe who hapned to paſs along that Coaſt, if 
they would Trade and Barter, ſhould go peaceably 
* a friendly, as dealing with Subjects of the King of 
Spain, and therefore they ſhould do it in the faireſt 
and juſteſt manner, under Pain of forfeiting all their 
Goods, and their Perſons to be at the King's Mercy. 


Ile alſo requir'd them to cauſe the Country to be clear d 
for hin This Ocampo ſhould be recall'd, and not per- 
mitted to make War any longer on the Indians, hnce 
2 that Aſſembly had no Power from the King to autho- 
rie him ſo to do. They anſwer'd, his Propofal ſhould 
be taken into conſideration, and becauſe Notice was 
given that Father Caſas his Ship was not fit to go to 
Sea, Orders were given to have it ſearch'd by skilful 
Men, who reporting that it was not ſerviceable, it was 
2 commanded down the River, which occaſion'd the 


putting off his Voyage at that Time. | 


! CHAP It 

Ihe Proſecution of Magellan's Voyage, to find 

3 ont the Streight ; he meets with many 
Storms, enters the River of St. Julian, 
where three of his Ships Mutiny ; Muti- 

 neers puniſhd; the Streights diſcover d. 


T AGELL AN departing from Ria de Janeiro, 
I at the latter End of the Year 1519, as was . 
aid before, held on his Courſe till the 7th of Fanmary 
F520, when Sounding they found eighty-five Fa- 
ſhoms Water, and the Lead brought up a very fine 
I lack Sand. The toth of the fame Month; they 


found 


; 


. 
1 


= 
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found the Latitude thirty-four Degrees, and from, fif- 


teen to eighteen Fathom Water, the Bottom white, 
ſometimes very ſmall broken Shells, ſometimes red 
Sand, and ſometimes black and white, with the ſame 
ſmall Shells. The 11th they ran along the Coaſt, 
which is very low, ſo that they could not make any 


other Land-marks, but three Hills, that look'd like 
Iſlands, which the Pilot Caravallo ſaid were Cape St. 
Mary, and knew it by the Account he had from Fohu 
de Lichoa, a Portugueze Pilot, who had been there. 
The 13th they came to an Anchor, and rode a great 


Part of the Night in a violent Storm at Eaſt, though 


their Anchors dragg'd, but the next Morning, being 
the 13th, they ſaild again, and ran ſeven Leagues and 
a, half, when they anchor'd again in ſeven Fathoms 
Water the hottom black Sand. The ſame Day they © 
enter d the River of Solis, ſince call'd the River of 


Plate, and ſaibd two Days up it, but would proceed 


no farther, becauſe they ſound only three Fathoms | 
Water in the deepeſt Place, and there was much mut- 


tering among the Men. There they continu'd ſix 1 


Days taking in Water, which they found as gaod as 
that of the River of Sevil. Fhey alſo took Abun- ej 
dance of Fiſh, and many of the Natives came off in 
Canoes, but would not draw near, whereupon Magel- 
lan order'd three Boats to be manned, and then all the 
Indians' fled, ſo that no one could be taken. The 
Country appear d very delightful, but without any 

Town, and that was the Place where they had killd 7 
John de Solis. The Commadore ſeeing no Body could 


taken, oi der'd the Boats back again, and at Night one O 


Jadian came alone in a. Canoe, and went aboard the |? 
Admiral, without ſhowing any Fear: He was cloath'd '% 
in a Goat's Skin, Magellan gave him a Linen Shirt, 


and a Jerkin of Red Cloth. When cloath'd they v. 


ſhow'd him a Silver Porringer, to try whether he 
knew thac Metal he clapp'd it to his Hreaſt, 1 q 


7 f The HisTory of America. 11 


> | | | 

1 7 they had very much of that among them. The next 
e } Mornihg he went aſhore, and was never ſeert again. 
„ Then Magellan went aboard the Ship St. Azrory, and 
y © croſs'd the River, which he found to be twenty 
e Leagues over, and returning gave Orders to be ready 
to continue their Voyage. 
# | ·„FäMonday the 6th of February, they weigh'd before 
e. Day, and ſtood South-South-Weſt, South, and South 
at and by Weſt till Five in the Afternoon, where they 
h ſpy'd very low Land a-head, and came to an Anchor 
gin five Fathoms Water. Tueſday the 7th weigh'd and 
d ran again South and by Weſt, little above half a Glafs, 
ns and then came again to an Anchor to prevent falling 
y off with the Calm and Current, and the next Day ra 
of along the Coaſt till Noon; fourteen Leagues, all the 
ed Bottom ſmall white Satid, the Depth from ſeven to 
ns ten Fathoms, and flat. This Day at Noon, the Sun's 
t- Altitude was ſixty Degrees and a half, and his Decli- 
ix nation eleven Degrees fifty-three Minutes South, which 
as being deducted Hom the Altitude, there remain ſorty- 
n- eight Degrees thirty-ſeven Minutes, fo that the Com- 
in plement of ninety Degrees being forty-one Degrees 
rel- 7 twenty-three Minutes was the Latitude or Diſtance 
the from the Equinoctial to the Southward. Sunday the 
"he 27 12th of February they anchor'd in nine Fathoms Wa- 
ny ter, where they had a Storm of Thunder, Lightning, 
11d Fand Rain, which laſted a conſiderable Time; and 
uld when the Violence of it was over, according to the 
one Opinion of the Mariners, there appear'd the glorious 
the Body of Santelmo, others ſaid it was St. Peter Gonz.a- 


thid 3 


ex, others St. Clare, and others St. Nicholas, whatſo- 
wrt, kver it was, they concluded it to be Heavenly, very 
hey Wonderful, and of ſpiritual Comfort; and many who 
r he had before thought that ſort of Apparition to be a 
ſaid, ner fancy, ſaw, believ'd and aſſerted ir. [ Note, That 


they his is among Sailors ſaid to be a Light that appears about 
be Top Maſts, when a Storm is going off, which the Hea- 
= | C 2 thens 
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thens have ſpokgn of, calling it by the Name of Caltor and © 
Pollux, and the Spaniards call it Santelmo.] Thus they © 


coaſted along about a League by Day, and five or fix 


by Night, till coming to a very fine Bay, A4agellan _ 
went into it, to ſee whether it was not a Streight; ba $ 
finding no Bottom to come to an Anchor, they turn d 


out again, calling it the Bay of St. Matthias, becauſe 1 | 


they found it on his Day. They were then in forty 
Degrees of South Latitude, and felt very much Cold; 
beſides, that the farther they went, the fiercer the 
Storms grew, and three or four Days paſs d before tlje 
Ships could come together again. 4 
- ADVANCING under theſe Difficulties, they came 
to an Anchor in a Bay to wood and water. A Skiff 


with ſix Men in it was ſent athore, and the Coaſt be- 


ing dangerous, came to an Iſland where there were 


many Sea Calves, and ſuch Quantities of Penguins, © 


that the Men were amaz'd, and finding neither Wood 
nor Water, they loaded with thoſe Creatures, and all 
the Ships might have laded with them, becauſe the 
Penguins having ſhort Win, 
the Skiff was ready to. go oft, ſo great a Storm aroſe, 
that they were oblig'd ro ſtay in the Ifland all Night, 
where they expected to have been. devour'd by theſe | 
Sea Calves, or ſtarv'd with Cold. In the Morning a a 
Boat came with thirty Men, ſent by the Admiral to 
look for thoſe fix, they found the Skiff forſaken, a- 


mong ſome Rocks, and fearing that the Sea Calves had 


devour'd thoſe {3x Men, they cry'd out aloud, where- ö 


upon above two hundred of thoſe Sea Calves came out 1 


from among the Rocks, they killd fifty, and the reſt ö 
got into the Sea. They went on to the Rocks from 
whence thoſe Calves came out, and found the ſix Men 
hidden, almoſt Dead with the Cold, the Water ha- 
ving come up to them. The Admiral ſent three Boats 
to load with Calves, but none of them came out of 
the Warr, ſo har they only found Penguins, Me 
their 


s cannot fly up. When 
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their Yards were hoiſted in order to fail, there blew 
ſuch a Tempeſt in upon them, that the Admiral's Ca- 
bles gave way, and he came ſo near ſome Rocks, that 
if one Cable had not held at laft, every Man muſt 
have periſh'd. Many Vows were made, yet the next 
Night another Storm aroſe rhat held for three Days, 


and occaſion'd many more Vows; then it ceas d, and 


they got out of that Bay, which they call'd of Pen- 


Tuzy held on their Voyage, and came to a very 


fine Bay, which had a narrow Mouth, but was ſpaci- 


ous within, and thinking it a proper Place to Winter, 
becauſe that Seaſon came on in thoſe Parts, for it was 
then April, they. went into it, and met with greater 


Storms and more Dangers than they had been in be- 


fore, during ſix Days. All that while, the Men, who 
had gone in a Skiff for Water, could not return, but 
were forc'd to feed upon Muſcles, making Fire ar 


| Night, to the end that if any Ship ſhould be drove 
aſhore they might know whether to make. At length 
it pleas d God ro carry them out of that Bay, which 


they call d de los Travajos, or of Sufferings, and failing 
along the Coaſt put into the River of St. Julian, on 
Eaſter- Eve. On Eaſter Day the Admiral and all the 
Men went aſhore, to hear Maſs. Having reſolv'd to 
Winter there, he order'd the Men's Allowance to be 
ſhortned ; whereupon, and conſidering the Barrenneſs 
of the Country, and the extreme Cold, the Men in- 


treated him, that, ſince he ſaw that Country ſtretch'd 


away directly towards the Antartick Pole, and no ſign 
of any End of it appear d, nor any Streight, the Win- 
ter coming on ſevere, and ſome had already dy'd by 
faring hard, he would either give them a larger Allow- 
ance; or return back; urging, that it was not the 
King's Deſign, that they ſhould proceed upon Impoſ- 
ſibilities, that it was enough for them to have gone 
farther than any Perſon ever yet durſt venture, and 


that 
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that if they went. on nearer to the Poles ſome outragi- 


ous Blaſt of Wind might perhaps caſt them into a place 
where they could never get out, but muſt all periſh. 


Magellan, who was a Man of Reſolution; and did 


immediately put a Stop to any Innovation, ſaid; He 
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was bent upon dying, or performing what he had 
undertaken ; that the King had order d his Voyage, 
and he would poſitively advance till he met with 
the End of that Land, or ſome Streight, which 
there muſt needs be; that though the Winter ſeemꝰ'd 
to be ſome difficulty, there would be none when 
the Summer came to carry, on their Diſcovery un- 
der the Antartick Pole, aſſuring them they would 


colhe to a Place, where it would be Day tor three 
4 


onths together, that he wonder'd to ſee Spaniards 


ſo faint-hearted; that as to the Point of eating, they 


had no Cauſe to complain, for in that Bay of St. 
e there was Plenty of Wood, good Fiſh, 
ater and Fowl; and ſince they could not want 
Bread and Wine, if they would be content with 
their Allowance, and conſider that the Portuguexes, 
who ſail d to the Eaſtward paſs'd twelve Degrees 
beyond the Tropick of Capricorn without any Dif- 
ficulty, whereas they were not above two Degrees 
beyond it, and he himſelf was reſolv d rather to dye 
than to turn back ſhamefully, he was aſſur'd, that 
his Comrades would not want that brave Reſoluti- 
on which naturally belong'd to the Spamſh Nation, 
whereof they gave daily Teſtimonies, and therefore 
he intreated them to wait with Patience till what 
little remain'd of the Winter was over, for the more 
they ſuffer'd, rhe greater Reward they might ex- 
pect from the King, for whom he queſtion'd not 
but he ſhould diſcover a World not yer known, 
abounding in Gold and Spice fo as to enrich them 


wall.“ 
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TR common ſort of People being fickle, and ea- 


fily to be led any way, were fatisfy'd at that Time 
with his Speech, though ſtil] there was muttering, for 
which he ſlightly puniſh d ſome Perſons. However, 
their Life being very uneaſy there, many afterwards 
were upon the Point of Mutinying, and Magellan 
ſending his Skiff to the Ship St. Auromy to take in four 
Men to fetch Water; before it came to the Ship, a 
Man aboard it bid thoſe in the Skiff not to come near, 
becauſe Captain Gaſpar de Queſada was there, who had 
confin'd Alvaro de la Mexquita, Magellan's Kinſman, 
by him appointed Captain, upon depoſing of John de 
Cartageya, and the Pilot Fohn Rodriguez Mafra, and 
that he had murder'd the Maſter, Magellan having 
this Account, order'd the Skiff to return to the ſame 
Ship and the reſt, and ask, who they were for? Aboard 
the Ship St. 4ztony Captain Gaſpar de Queſada an- 
ſwer'd, That they were for the King and him ; aboard 
the Victory. Lewis de Mendopa anſwer d the fame, 
and Fohn de Cartagena ſaid the like in the Conception, , 
for he. had been ſer at Liberty. Captain John Nodri- 
guez Serrano, aboard the Santiago, faid the Ship was 
for the King, and for Magellan, for he knew nothing 
of what had hapned that Night aboard the other Ships. 
Hereupon Magellan conſidering the Mutiny was fo far 
advanc'd, that there was more occaſion for Raſhneſs 
than Lenity, order d all his Men to arm, to provide 
Darts, Spears, Stones, and all other Stores on the 
Decks, and round Tops, and the Guns to be ready. 
He then put thirty choſen Men he could confide in 
into the Long-Boar, and five into the Skiff, which 
laſt he order d to go aboard the Y ictory, and deliver a 
Letter to Captain Lewis de Mendopa, and whilſt he 
was reading it boldly to Stab him, and then the thirty 
that were in the Long-Boat to come in to their Aſſiſt- 


ance. Magellan did this becauſe he knew there were . 
many aboard that Ship of his fide, and what he ap. 
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pointed was punctually put in Execution, by which 
Means the Ship return'd to his Obedience without any 


Oppoſition. 


War x he was inform'd that Lewis. Mendoga was 
kill'd, he order'd the Men to eat and drink heartily, 
and to be upon the watch, leſt the other Ships ſhould 


make their Way out, it being then about Midnight. 1 


Soon after they ſaw the Ship St. Antony going down 
the River towards the Admiral and the Victory, where- 
upon they both made ready, imagining they were co- 
ming to Fight; but it was the Current that caus d her, 
the Anchors not being able to hold her. Magellan di- 


ligently obſerv'd what that Ship would do, no Man 


appearing beſides Captain Gaſpar Queſada, who was 
upon the Quarter Deck, with a Spear and a Target, 
calling his Men, but they did not ſtir ; then the Ad- 
miral's great Guns play d upon the Sides of the St. 


Antom, and a Ball flew into the yu Cabbin, where | 


Fohn Rodrigues. Mafra was confin'd, and paſs'd be- 
tween his Legs, without hurting him. By this time 
Magellan had boarded the Victory, and entring his 


Men they ſecur'd Gaſpar de Queſada, and the other 
guilty Perſons, whom they ſent aboard the Admiral; 
and ſetting Captain Alvaro de Meſqquita and John Ro- 


drignez. Mafra at Liberty, he commanded a Boat with 
forty Men, to know who the Conception was for, and 
they anſwer d, They were for Magellan. They ask- 


ing again, whether they might fafely go aboard, were 


anſwer d, They might, which accordingly they did, 
ſeiz'd John de Cartagena, and carry'd him aboard the 
Aa. 6 N Hi = 

TR next Day Magellan order d Lewis de Miendoga, 


who had been kill d aboard the Ship Victory to be quar- 


ter d. He ſpent ſome Days in examining into th 


Mutiny, and found above forty Men deſery'd Death, 


whom he pardon'd, becauſe he had occaſion for them, 
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a much Severity. However he condemn'd Gaſpar de 
Queſada to be quarter d, a Servant of his to be hang d, 
and John de Cartagena to be left in that Country. 


There being no Executioner, the Servant, to fave his 


'* own Life, conſented to execute his Maſter, and ac- 
cordingly Strangled, and then Quarter'd him. This 


did not put an End to the Diſturbance, for a French 


2 Clergyman, that was aboard the Ship St. Antony, en- 
deavour'd to raiſe a Mutiny among the Men, and none 
2 conſenting to him, he was diſcover, ſecur d, and ad- 
2 judg'd to be left in that Country with John de Carta- 


gena. The Winter beginning then to decline, Magel- 


] lan commanded Captain Serrano, to fail along the Coaſt, 
do ſee if there was any Streight, and if he found none 


2 within a certain Number of Leagues aſſign'd him, to 
return. At twenty Leagues diſtance he found a fine 
'# River, that was a League over, and that Day bein, 


the Feaſt of the Invention of the Holy Croſs, which 1s 


| on the zd of May, he gave it the Name of Santa Crux, 


or the Holy Croſs, and ſtay d in it fix Days, Fiſhing, 
and killing Sea Calves, among which was one that 
weigh id five hundred Weight wanting a Quarter, with- 
out the Skin, Head, and Oil. Serrang would have 


gone farther, but three Leagues from thence ſuch a 


2 Guſt of Wind ſtarted up, that it rent all his Sails, and 
the Ship plunging, the Helm ſtarted out, before it was 
ga: ground, but ir pleas'd God that before another Sea 
came the Head ſtruck a- ground upon a Flat, fo that all 
the Men got fafe aſhore, without loſing one, though 
the Ship was ſtay'd, and all that was in her periſh'd. 
They fed eight Days upon Shell Fiſhes they found 
among the Rocks, and intending to return to the 
other Ships, knew not how. to get over that great Ri- 
ver; but finding ſome Planks on the Shore they car; 
ry d them on their Backs, and being very weak ſpent 
four Days in coming to it, though they were but fix 
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Leagues from it, cating Herbs all the way, There 
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were thirty- ſeven of them, and yet all che Planks theß 
carry'd could only make a little Boat to hold two 
Men, becauſe being ſo weak, they dropp'd them by 

Two Men having paſs d the River, travelling along 
the Country two Days, without finding any good 
Herbs to eat, and enduring much Cold, by reaſon of 
the Snow; they then turn'd down to the Sea, to 
ſeek ſomething to eat, and meeting with ſome Shell- 


fiſh went again up the Land, becauſe the way to the 


Ships was better there than along the Shore. At the 
end of eleven Days, they arriv'd in ſuch miſerable 
Plight, that they could ſcarce be known. Magellan 


3 6. nn. on 


was much troubled for the Loſs of the Ship, but well & 


pleagd that the Men were ſavd, though he wanted the 
Proviſions that were caſt away. He ſent rwenty | 
Men loaded with Bread, Wine, and other Proviſe 4 
ons by Land, to relieve thoſe in Diſtreſs, becauſe the 
Sea ran ſo high that there was no venturing on it. 
They had ſuffer'd very great Want, and were forc'd | 
to thaw the Ice to drink. When the Bread came, 
they ſpent two Days in paſſing over the River in the A 
little Boat, Aagellan diſtributed them aboard the Ships, 
and made John Serrano Captain of the Conception. As 4 
ſoon as thoſe Men were recoyer'd, Magellan gave Or- 


noo 3 fn 


— Q.. 2 


ders to refit the Ships, and for their greater Security tic 


aſhore, though they had ſeen no Indian as yet, built a : 
Stone Houſe, where the Forge was fix'd. Here the 


Men ſuffer d ſo much by the Snow, that three of W 
them loſt the uſe of their Hands, for that River is in W 


forty-nine Degrees Latitude, and ſomewhat better; B 
and the Days were very ſhort. The Admiral ſent I 


four Men well arm'd up the Country, directing them Fe: 


to erect a Croſs at thirty Leagues diſtance, and if they 
met with any Inhabitants, and the Soil was good, to f 
ftay there; who finding no People, nor Water, but 
2 mere Deſert, return d.. When the Ships had been 8 
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3 F that Bay two Months, ſix Ludians appear'd, and 
$ ade Signs that they would go aboard. The Skiff 


went for them, and when aboard the Admiral, he or- 


ng der'd them a Kettle of Pottage made of broken Bisket 
od co eat, which would have fatisfy'd twenty Spaniards, 
of put thoſe fix eat it all, being fo large, that the leaſt 
to pf them was much bigger and taller than the propereſt 
u- Man in Spain. They were cloath'd in Mantles made 
he pf Skins, their Arms large Bows, and the Points of 
he their Arrows of intss When they had eaten, 
ble nd ſeen the Ships, ck faid they would be gone, 
lan and were ſet aſhore. The next Day two Indians 
ell Game and brought a Doe, their Mantles being made 
the If ſuch Skins. Magellan gave them two red Jackets, 


nd they went away well pleas d. The next Day one 
eme with a Doe, and faid, he would be a Chriſtian. 


the They gave him the Name of Fohn Giant, and he ſee- 
it. ig ſome Mice thrown into the Sea, ask'd for them, 
cd WKcauſe he would eat them, and for the Space of ſix 


me, Pays he carry'd aſhore all the Mice that were kill'd, 
the zd then return'd no more. "Y 

ips, & DURING the Space of above twenty Days, no 
As Madiaus were ſeen, and at length four of thoſe that had 
r- Wen there befbre return d. Magellan orderd two of 
rity Wem to be kept aboard, to carry them into Spain, 
ilt a d the other two were ſet aſhore. Some Fires being 
the Wn at Midnight, ſeven Men were ſent at break of 
> of Ny to ſearch that place; who finding no People, fol- 
s in Wv'd by the Track on the Snow, till Sun-ſer, when 
tter; Ming about to return, they ſaw nine Indian Archers 
ſent Wed, with each three Parcels of Arrows hanging at a 
hem 1 other Girdle, one before, and the other two on their 
they Mes, and another Thong about their Heads with three 
, to Wer Parcels of Arrows, that being their Cuſtom in 
but War. They attack'd the Spaniards, who had but one 
been Musket, and were ſo dextrous at ſhooting their Ar- 


in Vs, that they kill d one of them, and had ir not 
by | D 2 been 


turn'd to a dusky Colour, inflam'd into a dark Red,| 


the Body of the Sun; yet not ſo as to have his Bodyf 
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been for their Targets, they had all periſh'd ; how- 


ever they clogd, and with their Swords put them to 
Flight, with many Women that lay conceal'd in a 


| Valley. Then returning ro the Station of the Iridians, 


they found much Fleſh half raw, with which they 

loaded themſelves, and retiring into the Wood, ſupp'd | 
at a Fire they made. Magellan was very ſorry for the 

Death of the Spaniard, and ſent twenty Men to bury | 
him, and either rake or kill the Indiaus; but though 
they travell'd about eight Days, they found none, and 
Having bury'd the dead Man, return' d. The five 
Winter Months, that is April, May, Fune, Fuly, and 
Auguſt being over, Magellan order'd the Ships to be 
5 ready to ſail, and upon a good Obſervation found 
the Latitude to be forty-nine Degrees eighteen Mi- 
nutes. When all Things were ready, John de Carta- 


gena and the French Clergyman were ſer aſhore with a 


good Stock of Bread and Wine, all the reſt much pi- 
tying them, and then the Ships ſail'd out of the Bay 
of St. Julian on the 24th of Auguſt, this Year 1520, 
and proceeded to the River of Santa Crux, or thek Ho- 
ly Croſs, which had been diſcover'd by John Serrano, 
and there they continu'd all September and October, ta- 
king Abundance of Fiſh. Whilſt they were in that 
River, on the 11th of October, they obſerv'd the E- 
clipſe of the Sun, which Eapned on that Meridian, at 
eight Minutes paſt Ten of = Clock in the Morning. 
When the Sun was come into the Altitude of forty- 
three Degrees and a half, his Brightneſs faded, and 


withour any intermediate Cloud, between the Eye and} 


N 


quite darkned, either in the whole, or in Parts, but 
only the Brightnels of it look d, as it does in Spain i 
the Months of July and Auguſt, when Stubble is burn 
ing near at Hand, and this continu d till he arriv'd , 

7 Tin 
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the Latitude of forty-four Degrees and a half, when 
the full Brightneſs return'd. a 
Tu Ships departed out of that River at the end 


of October, and coaſted along to the Southward, with 


much Difficulty, by reaſon of the bad Weather, pro- 
ceeding to Cape V irgius, ſo call d by Magellan, be- 
cauſe cover on the Feaſt of St. Vrſula. Think- 
ing there was a great Depth, he ſent two Ships ſeyeral- 
ly to view it, with Orders to return in five Days. 
They did ſo, and the one reported, that they had 


— 


found nothing but ſome Bays of Shoal Water, with 


very high Banks. The others ſaid, that was a Streight, 
becauſe they had fail'd three Days, without finding 
any End, the farther they advanc d, the more the Sea 


drove, and ſometimes when they caſt the Lead they 
found no Bottom, beſides that the Currents being 


ſtronger than the Ebb, that Arm of the Sea or Streight 
muſt of Neceſſity go farther. Magellan having heard 
the Account given by both Ships, and gone a League 
up the Streight, came to an Anchor, and ſent a Skiff 
with ten Men aſhore, to diſcover what there was. 
At about a Quarter of a Mile diſtance they found a 
Houſe, in which there were above twenty Graves of 
Indians, for it is their Cuſtom to come to the Sea Coaſt 
in the Summer, and there they bury thoſe that dye; 
and in the Winter they go up the Country. At their 
return, they ſaw a prodigious large Whale dead, near 


the Shore, and Abundance of Bones of them, whence 


they concluded that was a very tempeſtuous Place. 
On the 28th of October, being three Leagues to the 
Weſtward of Cape St. Severin, upon an Obſervation 
they found the Latitude fifry-two Degrees fifty-ſix 
Minutes South. Hereupon, it being then the begin- 


ning of November, the Length of the Nights only five 
Hours, and the Arm of the Sea or Streight lying Eaſt 


and Weſt, Magellan concluding it was whar he ſought 
after, was reſolvꝰd to take a further View, and to - — 
—. A , 


ral and all his Men. 
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Effect ſent the Ship St. Antony, which paſgd into the 
South-Sea, and return'd to the great Joy of the Admi- 
 THreNn Magellan ſummon'd the Captains, Pilots, 
and other prime Men ro Council, and order'd them to 
compute what Store of Proviſions they had, conclu- 
ding there was a certain Paſſage to the Molucco Iſlands. 
There being ſtill ſufficient Proviſions for three Months, 
and he ſo full of Courage, the Generality concluded, 
that it was fit to proceed, and finiſh what they were 
about, not thinking it proper to return into Spain in a 
itiful Condition, when they had been out ſeven 
= Stephen Gomez, Pilot of the Ship St. Antony 
anſwer'd, That ſince they had ſound the Streight to 
paſs through to the Molucco Iſlands, they ſhould re- 
turn to Spain to bring other Ships, becauſe they were 
fo croſs a large Ocean, and if they ſhould meet with 
any Calms, or Storms, they muſt all periſh. Magellan 
very ſedately told him, that he would go on, though 
he was ſure to eat the Hides that were about the Yard 
Arms, and diſcover what he had promis'd the Empe- 
rour, for he hop'd that God would aſſiſt, and give 
him good Succeſs. He then order'd Proclamation to 
be made aboard the Ships, that no Man ſhould preſume 
on Pain of Death to talk of the' Voyage, or of the 
Proviſions, becauſe he was reſolv'd to fail the next 
Morning, and therefore order'd the Ships to be ready, 
wherein he ſhow'd much Diſcretion, and Reſolution, 
for as much as the Men began to waver upon the Opi- 
nion of Stephen Gomez, who was look d upon as a 
very able Sailor. It was here obſerv'd that the Coun- 
try was very ſharp and cold, and becauſe they ſaw 


many Fires in the Night, he calPd it Tierra del Fuego, 4 


that is the Land of Fire. 
The next Morning the Ships ſaibd, and advanc'd 
fifty Leagues along the Streight, the Lands on _ 
; 93573, =" 
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Sides appearing very beautiful. In ſome Places the 

Breadth of it was ſomewhat better than a Musker Shox, 
and in others it form'd very fine Bays, yet for the 
moſt part rhe Breadth ſeem d to be about a ſmall: Can» 
non Shot. When paſsd thoſe fifty Leagues, they en- 
ter'd between ſome Mountains cover'd with Snow, ex- 
cept upon the Edges of the Streight, Where there 
were great Woods of tall Trees of ſeveral Sorts. Per- 
ceiving that another Arm of the Sea turn'd off among 
certain Mountains, he order'd the Ship St. An om ta 
go that Way upon Diſcovery, and to return in 3 Days, 

When gone, the Admiral advanc'd one Day with the 
other Ships, and came to an Anchor to wait for the 
Ship St. Autony, and lying there ſix Days took Abun- 
dance of Pilchards, and Olave Fiſhes,- wooded, and 
water'd, and the Wood when burnt was fo ſweet that 
it delighted all the Men. The ſix Days being paſt, 
he ſent the Ship Victory in Queſt of the St. Antony, 
which not being found in three Days, he went him- 
ſelf with the three Ships to ſeek it, tho“ Andrew of 
St. Martin adyis'd him not to trouble himſelf, becauſe 
he bcliev'd that Ship was gone back to Spain. Howe- 
ver he ſpent ſix Days in ſeeking after it, and being con- 
cern'd for want of the Proviſions, held on his Voyage, 
and it pleas d God, that when he had been twenty Days 
in that narrow Gut, on the 27th of November, he 
came out into the ſpacious South Sea, bleſſing God, 
who had been pleagd to permit him to find what he 
ſo much deſir d, being the firſt that ever went that way, 
which will perperuate his Memory for ever. They 
gueſs d this Streight to be about one hundred Leagues 
in Length, and to lye in the Latitude aforeſaid. Co- 
ming out of it, they perceiv'd the Land bear away ta 
the Northward, which they look d upon as a good 
Sign, tho* the Sea was very Black and Boiſterous, 
which denoted a vaſt Ocean. Magellan order d publick 


* 
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Thankſgiving, and fail'd away to the Northward, to 
out 2 Cold. ; 1 , Bens 
The Ship St. Autor return d to ſeek for Magellan, 
and not Rhing him, fir d ſome Guns, 3 
Smoaks, and tho nobody anſwer'd, Capt. Alvaro de 
Mex quita, would have gone on in Queſt of the Ad- 
miral ; but the Pilot Stephen Gemez, a Portugueſe, and 
3 Guerra, whom Magellan had appointed Trea- 


urer, ſeiz d, wounded, and kept him confin'd on Pre- 


tence that he had advis'd AMAagellam to execute the 


Perſons before ſpoken of. : They made Guerra Captain 


of the Ship, and directed their Courſe for Guinea, 
to return to Spain. Magellan ſteering his Courſe to 
the Northward was in a great Storm, till the 18th of 
December, when they were in the Latitude of thirty- 
two Degrees twenty Minutes, then the Admiral gave 
Order to ſteer North-Weſt, and Weſt- North -Weſt, 
till they ſhould come near to the Equinoctial. The 
24th of December, upon an Obſervation, they found 
twenty-ſix Degrees two Minutes of South Latitude, 
having held that Courſe above thirty Days, without 
ſeeing any Land, with much Hardſhip, for Proviſi- 
ons grew ſo ſhort, that they were fed by Ounces, and 
drank ſtinking Water. Befides poiling their Rice in 
Sea Water, which was the Death of twenty Men, and 
as many more fell ſick. At length they diſcoverd 
two ſmall Iſlands, not inhabited, which they call'd 
las Defventuradas, or the Wretched, becauſe they found 
in them neither Inhabitants, nor Comfort, nor any 
Refreſhment, e ee e * 
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„ NA WL 
Of the City of Panama, and the Country a- 


bout it; the War there between the Cagi- 
que Urraca, and Peter Arias de Avila. 


* 'T E muſt now leave Magellan, to return to the 

| Iſthmus of America, where Panama began to 
grow up into a City, for ſeveral Reaſons before ſpoken 
of, and becauſe the Harbour is very ſpacious, where 
the Ships upon the Ebb are left dry. The Circum- 
ference of the City is ſmall by reaſon of a Moraſs that 
encloſes it on one Side, and the Damps thar riſe from 
it render the Place very unhealthy. Ir ſtretches out 
from Eaſt to Weſt, ſo that when the Sun riſes there 
is no going along the Streets, becauſe there is no Shade, 
and the Heat is ſo offenſive that it occaſions many Di- 
ſtempers. Tho? it has been ſeveral Times propos d to 
remove it to ſome better Place, it has not been done 


on Account of the great Price the Houſes bear, and 
I that the antient Inhabitants are dead, and ſuch as live 


there now are generally Traders, who deſign to ſtay 


; no longer than till they can feather their Neſts. A 


iver runs near the City, and the Diſtrict is large, 


in which there are many Farms, and great Store of 
Black Cattle, the Soil being proper for them. Several 
Forts of Spauiſh Fruit have been planted, and there are 
2 others of the Country very good, as Pine Apples, 


Plantans, Guayabas, beſides others about the Fields. 
The Rivers afford Gold, and very much was found 
upon the firſt building of the City. It is plentifull 
ſupply'd with N being furniſh'd from bott 
Seas. Neither Wheat, nor Barley grows within its 
ö Diſtrich 
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Diſtrict, but there is much May, or Indian Corn, and 


Meal is carry'd from Spain and Peru. There is good | 


Fiſh in the Rivers, and in the Sea, tho? different from 
what is uſual in Spain. Near the Houſes along the 
Coaſt there are vaſt quantities of Cockles, by the Na- 
tives call'd Chucha, and it is thought that for the ſake 


of them the Spaniards at firſt built the City there, as | 
being ſome Supply in Time of Want. In the Rivers 
of this Province there is an immenſe Number of Alli- | 
gators, ſo large that they are hideous to look at ; and | 
one has been found in the River of St. George, that 
was twenty-five Foot long. The Fleſh of them, | 
which the Spaniards were wont to eat, for want of bet- 
ter, when they were upon their Diſcoveries, is bad, 
and ill ſcented. The Creatures themſelves are fierce, 
and frightful, and have devour'd many Spaniards and | 
Indians, and Horſes croſſing Rivers. There are few | 
of the Natives in the Territory of this City, having | 
been conſum'd by Diſeaſes. The Trade there is ex- 
traordinary great and rich, Ships coming in from Pe- 
ru, laden with Gold and Silver. The Commodities Þ 
carry d from Spain aboard the Fleets, are convey'd thi- 


ther on numerous Teams kept for that Purpoſe, a con- 
ſiderable part being ſent up the River Chagre, to with- 
in five Leagues of Pauama, which lies between eight 
and nine Degrees of Latitude. This Place being conſi- 
derable, the King order'd many Religious Men to be 


ſent over to convert the Iadiaus, and made it a Biſhop- 


Peter Arias the Governour, and Eſpinoſa his chief 


Alcalde were attentive to warlike Affairs, and ſubduing | 


of the Iudiann. Among the great Men that opposd 
the Spaniardi, and refus d to ſubmit to the King of Spain, 
was one call d Urraca, Lord of the Neighbouring 
Mountains of Veragua, who was ſo bold, and active 
in War, that he never fail'd of killing ſome Spaniard 

| | 8 | m 
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Tr e 3 | 
d in every Encounter they had. Eſpinoſa faild from 
d Panama with two Ships well mann d, and furniſh'd 
n i with all Neceſſaries, beſides two or three Horſes, and 
ae proceeded down the Weſtern Coaſt, to ſubdue the In- 
2- I habitants of the Iſlands call'd de Zebaco, being above 
ke thirty great and ſmall, ſixty Leagues from Panama. 
as Francis Pizarro march d by Land, with another Party, 
rs who had many Actions with the Indians, and at length 
3 difabled, and ſubdu'd them. Eſpinoſa coming to the 
nd © Iſlands, all the People met him in a peaceable Manner, 
nat not daring to oppoſe him. Enquiring among other 
m, Things, whether there was any Gold, they anſwer'd, 
et- there was very much on the Mountains, where Ur- 
raca govern'd, pointing to them with their Fingers. 
ce, Upon this Advice, he paſs'd over his Men to thoſe 
nd Parts, and Urraca from his Mountains ſpying the Ships 
ew If about the Sea, and concluding the Spaniards would ſoon 
ing be with him, was in readineſs, having ſecur d the Wo- 
men and Children. When his Spies brought him 
Advice, that the Spaniards were advancing towards 
ities BY him, he march'd forward to meet them with wonders 
ful Bravery. He firſt met ſome Indians the Spaniards 
had ſent before, whom he flew, and then fell upon 
the Horſemen, who with the Foot killd and wounded 
very many, yet ſtill they enclos'd the Spaniards, and 
preſs d them very hard. Pizarro had ſent Ferdinand de 
Soto with thirty Men, to make an Incurſion near by, 
where they heard the Shouts,. and Noiſe of the Battle, 
and haſted to it, when the Frdians ſeeing that unex- 
pected Succour, drew back a little. The Ruggedneſs 
of the Ground was a great Help to them, becauſe the 
Spaniards could make no uſe of their Horſes, which 
was a great Diſadvantage, for the Iudiaus wanted nei- 
ther Courage, nor Strength. Eſpinoſa perceiving how 
little was to be then got by Urraca, reſolvd to retire 
r jp the Night, with as much Privacy as poſſible ; but 
. Drag 
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Drraca being extraordinary watchful, diſcover'd that 
the Spaxiards were breaking up, and purſu'd till he got 
them ina dangerous Paſs, where he moſt furiouſly kept 

them in Play. Then Eſpinoſa and Pizarro told their 
Men, that was the Time, when they who had over- 
come ſo many Difficulties and Dangers, muſt exert 
their Valour ; and they giving a freſh Onſet, with | 
incredible Toil and Bravery made their Way through, 
and looking upon it as no ſmall Mercy to have eſcap'd | 
Peril, they imbark'd aboard the Ships. 

Tux ſail'd down along the Coaſt to one of the a- 
bove-mention'd Iſlands, which they call'd Sr Mary's, 
and then Landed near by it in the Province of Borrica. | 
An infinite Number of Indians came out to oppreſs | 
them, but ſeeing the Horſes, and concluding they 
would devour them, they all fled. The Spaniards pur- | 
ſu'd, enter'd the Town, took the Women and Chil- | 

' dren, and plunder'd the Place, the Lord whereof, ſee- | 
ing ſo many Priſoners carry'd away, and looking upon g 
the loſs of them as more grievous than that of his own |: 
Liberty, repair'd to Eſpinoſa, and intreated him to re- 
ſtore his Women and Children, which he generouſly | 
did. Being inform'd by him, that there was another 
Lord near by, he ſent Francis Companon thither, with ; 
fifty Men, who attacking che Town before Break of 
Day, found the Inhabitants fo ready to receive him, 
that the Spaniards were forc'd to retire for a conſidera- 
ble Space; till being aſham'd of what they did, and 
ſenſible of their Danger, they drove the Iadians back 
to the Town, which they had fortify d with Paliſades, 
where they kill'd many of them, as they throng'd to- 
gether to get in. They return'd to Eſpinoſa, with ma- 
ny Priſoners, and he went by Land to attack the Peo- 
ple of the aforeſaid Province, ordering the Ships to 
make that Way, and rhe Natives being upon their 
Guard, came out to meet the Spaviards, fighting with 
nm 
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incredible Valour ; but as ſoon as they ſpy'd the Hor- 
ſes all of them diſper?d, whereupon Eſpinoſa return d 


to Pariqueta. Thar Country of Pariqueta, or Nata, 


being open, fruitful, plain and agreeable, and enclos'd 
with the Mountains of Urraca, or Veragua, always re- 
puted to abound in Gold, Eſpinoſa was much inclin'd to 
ſettle a Colony there, bringing all the Indians to it from 
the adjacent Parts. He ask'd leave fo to do of Peter 
Arias, who granted it, but faid, he would be preſent 
when it was done, and in order to it, directed him to 
repair to Panama, leaving Companon in that Place, with 
3 — Men, and two Mares. When Eſpinoſa was gone, 
King Urraca being inform'd how few Men were left 
there, aſſembled his Forces, and marching to attack 
them by Night, his advanc'd Parties found three Spa- 
niards in a Houſe at a Diſtance from the reſt, one of 
whom they kilPd with a Spear, took another, and the 
third hid himfelf, till having recover d his Arms, he 
cry'd out, and made a Noiſe, as if there had been ſeveral 
Men, and then fallimg on the Indians, killd five of them, 


and ſetting the other Spaniard at Liberty, in that Con- 


ſternation of the Indians, they both fled to their Com- 
mander Companon. He underſtanding what a Power 
Urraca had with him, ſent Ferdinand de Soto, and after 
him Peter Miguel, two nimble Men to acquaint Peter 
Arias with the Danger he was in, who immediately 
ſent Herman Ponce with forty Men in a Ship, and he 
arriv'd at the Time when pat, ep was for quitting 
the Country, becauſe Vrraca had drawn together all 
the Inhabitants of thoſe Provinces, and kept the Spa- 
ziards ſo cloſe confin'd, that they could not go abroad 
to get Roots to eat. Urracaſceing the Ships, and conclu- 
ding that all the Men of Panama were aboard it, rais'd 
his Blockade. Peter Arias arriving ſoon after, refolv'd 
to purſue him with one hundred and fifty Men, and 
ſome ſmall Guns, taking Pizarro for Captain = _ 
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Guard. Urrgca waited his coming, with another Lord, 
whoſe Name was Exquegua, at a ſtrong Paſs. Peter 
Arias obſerving the Advantage the Enemy had in the 
Ground, and their great Numbers, and not knowing 
how to avoid the Engagement, though he would wil- 
lingly have done it, ſaid, fo loud as to be heard by all 
his Men, That the Danger they were in was very 
great, and ſince their Safety depended upon their own 
Hands, they ſhould call to mind the antient Valour, 
and martial Diſcipline of the Spaziſh Nation, which 
was then to be made uſe of, for unleſs they did fo, 
they muſt certainly that Moment loſe their Honour, 
and all that they had gain'd ; and ſince in Martial Af- 
fairs, Bravery, and Skill in War always prevail'd above 
the Multitude and Courage of the Barbarians, they 
| ſhould be cautious to obſerve Order in Fighting, with- 
gut breaking their Ranks, for by that Means he hop'd 
to bring them off, and vanquith the Enemy, whom 
he was reſolv d immediately to attack, for it was cer- 
rain it would be for their Advantage, if he ſtay'd till 
they fell upon him with all their Forces. This ſaid, 
they gave the Charge, and the Fight laſted almoſt all 
the Day, many being kill'd and wounded. Peter Ari- 
as finding himſelf much ſtreightned, had recourſe to 
the laſt Shifr, which was firing the Cannon, and that 
uite broke the IJadians. However Urraca was not 
| or] for during four Days ſucceſſively, he ne- 
ver ceas d to make freſh Attacks, and Peter Arias to a- 
void engaging, took all Advantages of Ground, and 
others to ſecure himſelf. At length Vrraca perceiving 
that the Conduct of the Commander, and the Bravery 
of the Soldiers diſappointed all his Deſigns, he thought 
fit to retire, to gather more Forces, and fortify him- 
ſelf on the River Atra, whether many Indians reſort- 


ed to him from both Seas. | 
Peter Arias reſolv d to follow, hoping to take him; 
but UVrraca made uſe of a Strategem to deceive him, 
W 
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leaving behind ſome Indiaus, as if they had been Strag- 
lers to be taken by the Spaniſh advanc'd Parties; which 
he did, becauſe he knew they would enquire after 
Gold, and go to ſeek for it in ſmall Numbers, fo that 
having laid Ambuſhes in certain Places, he might cut 
them off. The Priſoners ſaid as Vrraca had directed 

them, and Peter Arias ſent James de Albitez with ſor 
Men, who falling into the Ambuſhes were all hurt, 
and forc'd to fly. Arias again ſent the ſame Albitez, 
with ſixty Men, who not finding the Indians on the 

Mountain, return'd by the Plain, where they met the 
Indians, who fell upon them with hideous Cries, de- 
fending a narrow Paſs the River made with ſuch Va- 
lour, that many were wounded on both Sides. In 
concluſion, after a long Struggle, the Spaniards pre- 
vail'd, and purſuing their Enemies, ſlew many of 
them. Arias who was undaunted, being reſoly'd to 
put an End to that War, ſent ſeveral Parties about the 

Country, and particularly to make War with Bulaba 
and Muſa, two Lords that had aſſiſted Vrraca, whom 
he would not then preſs too hard, for fear of in- 
cenſing him the more. Being willing to reward the 
Spaniards, who had endurd ſo much in thoſe Parts, 
he reſolv d to build the Town of ara, that was begun, 
being ſo call'd from the Name of the Cazique of that 
Diſtrict, and accordingly regulated, aſſigning every 
one of thoſe that were willing to ſtay there a certain 
Number of Indians in the neighbouring Towns, Ha- 
ving finiſn'd that Affair, and appointed Albitez his 
Lieutenant there, he return'd to Panama. The Indians 
ſo given to the Spariards ſerv'd in Building their Hou- 
ſes, tilling the Ground, and fiſhing for the Townſ(- 
Men, who were about ſixty in Number; and this they 
ſo much reſented, that ſome of them went late, others 
neglected it, and others fled. Albitex ſent after them, 
puniſh*d ſome, and conniv'd at others. King Orraca 
never omuted artacking rhe Spaziara, when he bad an 
" 8 eee 
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any Acknowledgment paid to him, who had been at ſo 
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Opportunity; ſometitnes by Night, and ſometimes by 


Day, and thoſe that hapned not to be upon their Guard, 


never mifs'd of falling into his Hands. The Spaniards 
on their Part made Inroads into Vrraca's Country, burn- 
ing and deſtroying it, and thus they ſupported them- 
felves with much Difficulty. We will now return to 
New Spain. | | * 
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Forces ſent by James Velaſquez againſt | 


Cortes, ander Panfilo de Narvaez; Cor- 


tes propoſes an eAccommoadation, which is 


rejected. 


'T HE Governour James Velaſquez. highly reſented 
the Trick put upon him by Cortes, and the more 
for hearing of the great Succeſs he met with, and the 

Wealth of the Country diſcover d, without 


great an Expence for the Fleet. Whereupon he fitted 
out another, under the Command of Payfilo de Nar- 
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In April, this Year 1520, he arriv'd at the Iſland of 
Sacrifices, where three of the Soldiers Captain Pizarro 
had left at Chinantiy reſorted to him, and were well re- 
ceiv'd, becauſe they rail'd againſt Corres, They alſo 
told him how far off the Colony of Villa Rica lay, 
where Gonzalo de Sandoval reſided for Cortes, and that 
if he ſent ſome Forces, they, would immediately Sur- 
render, being only ſeventy Soldiers, and thoſe good 
for little.  Narvaez accordingly ſent Fohn Ruyx de 
Guevara, a Clergyman, and a Gentleman call d Amaya, 
with Alonſo de Vergara, a Notary, and Credentials to 
Sandoval, that he might ſubmit to him, purpoſing to 

produce his Commit at the proper Time and Place. 
He then reſolv'd to Land on the Coaſt of Zempoala, 
and was no ſooner arriv'd there than Motex uma had 
Notice of it, about a Week after rhe Perſons ſent from 
Mexico to build Ships for Cortes to be gone, came to 
Villa Rica. His Officers having ſent him all the Parti- 
culars in Painting, which was inſtead of Letters, he 
calPd Cortes, who having been bid to depart the Coun- 
try was afraid of doe don, and therefore told 
his Men, « They muſt take Notice that the King had 
“ ſent for him, not like a Priſoner, but with the Au- 
„ thority of a Sovereign, who had them in his Pow- 
e er, which he did not look upon as a good Sign; 
« that they ſhould put their Truſt in God, and be 
% upon their Guard. They anſwer' d, That as 
“ long as he was their Commander, they were ſatiſ- 
6 fy's and under no Apprehenſions. He then 
vent away to otezuma, who in a Princely Tone, 
7 faid to him, „ Be it known to you, Captain, that 

* ſome Ships are come from your Country, which 
* may carry you away; therefore make your ſelf rea- 
“dy, as ſoon as poſſible, for ſo it muſt be, Cortes 
anſwer'd, & That though, he was ſorry for it, he 
* would readily comply, for his Satisfaction; but that 


> 


„ the Ships he had order d to be built were not yet 
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de begun, and he would do it as ſoon as they were a 
ec finiſh'd.” Motexuma reply d, Thar „ = b 
& Sail were on the Coaſt of Zempoala, and he ſhould I tc 
te ſoon know whether they had landed any Men, and v 
ee would then tell him what they were. Cortes was - 
very well pleas d, return d Thanks to God, and ſent ro fi 
his Men, to bid them be of good Heart, ſince after tb 
they had been five Months at Mexico, they had Sup- K 
plies come to carry on their Enterprize. Another nc 
Expreſs came, ſhow'd in Painting, and related by ſil 
Word of Mouth, that eighty-five Horſes, eight hun- pr 
dred Foot, and twelve Pieces of Cannon were landed. an 
Hotezuma embrac'd Cortes, ſay ing he lov'd him bet- to 
ter than ever, and invited him to Dinner. Some are ſw 
of Opinion, that he did fo believing Cortes to be be 
ſtronger. They din'd together in a merry manner, ſei 
the one Party thinking themſelves ſafer by the Arrival car 
of thoſe Ships, and the other concluding they ſhauld So. 
be quit of their Gueſts. Some ſay Motexuma was ad- D. 
visd, to kill thoſe Spaniards, ſince he had them in his car 
Power, before they join'd the new Comers ; and that Mehe 
he debated it in his Council, where it was agreed, that 
it would be a glorious Action to permit them to join, s 
and then vanquiſh and ſacrifice them all. | 1 
Sandoval had immediate Notice of the Arrival of 
che Fleet, and ſent every Hour to view it. He drew © 
out of his Garriſon the uſeleſs Men, whom he ſent to 
an Indian Town ; the reſt offer d to dye for Cortes, 
which when they had done, he orderd a Gallows to 
be ſet up, and then the Sentinels acquainted him, that 
ſix Spaniards were come near the Town, with ſome \ 
Indians of Cuba. He waited for them in his Houſe, | 
giving Orders that none ſhould ſpeak to them; and 
they findin 154 to talk to, but ſome Judiant that pe 
work d at the Fortifications, went to the Church, and 
from thence to Sandovals Houſe, becauſe it was the 
bet. Guevara, the Clergyman alured bim, and 15 I 


* 
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a long Harangue, repeating the Expences Yelaſquez had 
ped he and 5 Ripht = had, and requiring all there 
to go and ſubmit themſelves to Parfilo de Narvacz, 
who was arriv'd with that Fleet from the Adelantado 
Pzlafquez,and he took too much Liberty in his Expreſ- 
ſions. Sandoval told him, That Cortes, and all the o- 
thers that were with him in New Spain; were the 
King's Loyal Subjects, and Servants, and if he had 
not been a Clergyman, he would have made him ſen- 
ſible of it. The Clergyman order d the Natary to 
produce his Credentials, and other Papers he carry'd, 
and to read, and notify them. Sandoval bid them go 
to Mexico to Cortes, who would give them an An- 


ſwer; and the Clergyman inſiſting, that they ſhould, 
be notify d, he caus d him and his Companions to be 
ſeiz d, and ſent them away ta Meæico in Net Hamacks, 
carry'd by Vadiam, under the Direction of Peter de 
Solis, as Alguazil. They reach'd that City in four 
Days, travelling Day and Night; the Indians that 


carry d them every now and then relieving one ano- 


ther, whilſt they were amaz d at what had befallen 
them. Sandoval writ how Matters ſtood, and Cortes, 
es ſoon as they came near to Mexico order d them to 


be unbound, ſent Horſes to bring them in, and was 


very kind to them. 


Uron the firſt Advice Moteæuma receiv'd of the 


Arrival of Narvaez, he ſent Order to his Governours, 


nd other Officers to be kind to thoſe Forces, to ſup- 


ply them with Proviſions, and make Preſents to their 


ommander in Chief; who with all Speed landed his 
en, and Stores, and took up his Quarters at Zempe- 
6 ſending three Soldiers that had reſorted to him, be- 


ng Men that knew the Country, to tell the People that 
e was the King of Spain's true General, whereas Cor= 
E. had uſurp'd that Poſt. The ſame he ſaid to the 
Ford of Zempoala, adding, that if Cortes had done 
ay thing amiſs, he would puniſh him. This Lord in- 
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ew 1 to take notice how well he had entertain d them, 
that 


form d him, that he had vanquiſh'd the Tlaſcallans, and 
they were become his Friends, that he had confin d 


Mote⁊ uma, burnt Couatlpopoca, depos d Cacamazin, and | 


that in ſhort he was very powerful. He anſwer'd, he 


was glad of his Succeſs, look'd upon him as his Son, | 
and would go to aſſiſt him. He next apply'd himſelf 


to quarter his Men, and the Lord of Zempoala was 
extraordinary kind, thinking him to be the Father of 


the Man he ſo much honour'd. Adorezuma without 
acquainting Cortes, ſent Narvaex a conſiderable Preſent, 


promiſing him his Friendſhip, thinking if there was 
any Diviſion between them, it would be to his Advan- 
rage, and if they were unanimous, his beſt Way to 


carry on his Deſigns was to impoſe on them. Narva 
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return'd him many Thanks, offering to reſcue him out | 
of the Oppreſſion he was under, and to puniſh the 


Diſreſpe& ſhown him; but was highly provoked at | 


SandovaPs ſending his Men Priſoners to Mexico. 
BEFORE Cortes had receiv'd the Letters from Sando- 


val, when Mote uma acquainted him with the Arrival] 
of the Fleet, he was very thoughty, believing that 
Force was too much for a Supply, and rather concluded 
it was againſt him. Soon after, his Letters arriv'd, Þ 
and with them the Priſoners Sandoval had ſent, whom | 
he treated ſo well, that they told him all they knew, 
and he reſolv' d to ſend them back, to give Narvaez 


an Account of the vaſt Cities there were in the Coun- 
try, and the Multitude of People ; and thereupon to 
repreſent to him, that if they were divided among them- 
ſelves they could never ſtand their Ground, which 
would be prejudicid] to the Service of God, and the 


look'd upoi Narvaez to be ſo worthy a Gen- 
tleman, as to hearken to Reaſon, and be fatisfy'd with 
what he could do to oblige him, and in caſe he would 
not, to aſſure him that thoſe he had with him would 
ſell what they had got very dear. He deſit'd them in 


Private, 
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private, to tell the prime Men of Narvaez's Forces, 
that there was immenſe Wealth in Mexico, which he 


would be glad to ſhare with them. He writ a Letter 
to Narvaez, gave the Clergy mam and his Companions 
good Jewels, and when they were gone bethought him- 
ſelf to write a Letter in the Name of all his Men, 
thinking ſince he had ſo few, it was requiſite to uſe 
all poſſible Means to avoid coming to Blows. They 
offer'd to ſerve and obey him, praying that there might 
be Unity among them, becauſe Diviſion would be pre- 
judicial to them all, and obſtruct the King's Ser- 
vice. 


TnxEE Days after the Departure of the Clergyman 


Guevara, and his Companions, Cortes diſpatchd F. 
Bartholomew de Olmedo, who was a crafty Man, well 
ſpoken, and of good Judgment, with two other Spa- 
ziards, and Credentials ro Narvaez, to aſſure him of 
his good Intentions, and propoſe ſome Method of 


Accommodation; and in caſe he found him nor inclin'd 


to it, to let him know, that tho' Cortes had but few 
Men, he had more Power, as being acquainted with 
the Country, and having good Interpreters, who gain'd 
him the Affection of the Indians ; that Aotezuma, 
who lorded it over all that Country, honourd him in 
publick, and in private told him all that paſs'd. He 


was to deſire Narvaez to forbear giving ill Language, 


and in caſe he would not admit of Peace, he ſhould, in 


the Preſence of as many Witneſſes as he could, proteſt 
that all the Miſchiefs which might happen to enſue 


ſhould lye at his Door. The Letter E. Olmeds car- 
ry'd was much to the ſame Effect as his former. Cor- 
tes alſo writ to his Friend Andrew de Duero, and to 
the Judge Lucas Vaſquez, and ſent them conſiderable 
Preſents of Gold, beſides much he gave to the Frier, 
for him to diſpoſe of where he thought it would turn to 
the beſt Account. Narvaez's Friends differd in Opi- 


nion, tho moſt advis d him to treat about an Accom- 


modation ; 
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modation ; however his Poſitiveneſs obſtructed it, and 
he told the Iadiaus he was the real Commander, that he 
would puniſh Cortes, and when he had ſet them at Li- 
berty would be gone; which thoſe People eaſily credit- 
ed. Not fatisfy'd with this, he ſent Word to Mote- 
⁊uma, that Cortes was no better than a Robber, that 
he was in Mexico againſt the King of Spain's Will, by 
whoſe Command he was come to reſtore all that had 
been taken from him, and puniſh thoſe that diſturbd 
him. Theſe Accounts confounded AMorezama, be- 
cauſe Cortes artfully ſmiling ſometimes confeſs d as much 
as he thought fir, and other Times conceal'd what: was 
not fit to be known. Father Olmedo arriv'd at Zempo- 
ala, with a Gunner, whoſe Name was Ufapre, Bro- 
ther to one that was with Narvaex, to whom and 
other Friends he faithfully diſtributed what Corres had 
given him for that Purpoſe ; as did Father Olmedo, 
with Andreu de Duero, and Lucas Vaſquez de Ayllon, 
and Vaſquex and Olmedo aiming at the fame Thing, 
they ſoon agreed. The Father ſpoke with Narvaez, 
deliver d his Letter, he call'd his Friends to adviſe what 
was to be done, and every one gave his Opinion as 
led by the prevailing Paſhon. Bernardin de Santa Clara, 
not only advis'd, but requir'd Narvaex to adjuſt Dif- 
ferences, to avoid coming to a Rupture, and to forbear 
ſpeaking ill of Cortes, who always treated him with 
much Civility. The Licenciate Ayllon ſeconded him, 
threatning Loſs of Life and Goods, ſince their Con- 
tention was injurious to the Service of God and the 
King ; for he declar'd that ic was his Opinion that 
Narvaez. rather aim'd at revenging Fames Yelaſ- 
quex, than at promoting the King's Intereſt. 

Narvaez. obſerving that len obſtructed his Deſigns, 
put him, and a Notary, and Alguazil of the Council 
aboard a Caravel, and ſent them away to Cuba, pretend- 
ing that the firſt of them would be wanted in the 
Council, tho at the ſame Time he writ to Fames Ye. 

| | laſquez, 
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laſquez, to acquaint him with the real Motives that had 
iadued him ſo to do, giving him an Account of the 
great Actions s had perform'd, and how much he 
was generally belov'd. Ayllon manag'd fo well with 
the Sailors, that he perſwaded them to carry him to 
Santo Domingo, where opening Næruaex s Diſpatches, 
he found the whole Intrigue, and acquainted the Court 
or Council with it. Narvacz being rid of chllon, 


raſhly threatned Santa Clara, if he durſt to ſpeak amiſs 
of him, or make Diviſions in his Forces. Next he 


declar d War againſt Cartes, calling him Tray tor, and 
Uſurper of that Country, at the {ame Time promiſing 
a Reward to any Perſon that ſhould kill or take him, 
and others of his Commanders, which was incenſing 


of thoſe that did not love him before. Peter de Villa- 


lobos, a Portugueſe, and ſeven other Soldiers, were the 


frſt that deſerted to Villa Rica, and brought the Hands 


of others that offer d to ſerve Cortes, of which, and 
all other Particulars, Sandoval daily ſent him Advice. 
One Malecontent Soldier of Cortes's Forces deſerted to 


Mervaex. Captain Salvatierra, being an intimate Friend 


to Narvaez, and one of thoſe that moſt threatned Cor- 
tes, bid-the former take notice, that the Frier Ohmedo 
did much Miſchief among the Forces, for which Rea- 
ſon he thought fit to ſecure him, but Andrew de Duero 
obſtructed it, alledging, That the Frier was a Meſſen- 

er, and it would be a foul Action to do fo, that 

ere had been other Extravagancies enough commit- 
red, without adding that to the reſt, beſides that he 
ought to be reſpected as a Religious Man. Hereupon 


Nr daes forbore, the Frier proceeded in his Practices, 


and Cortes s Friends advied Narvaez to have an In- 
terview with him. Sandoual being a vigilant Perſon, 
obſerv'd all the Motions of the ne Comers, and ſent 
from Villa Rica two Spaniards, cloath'd like 4udians, to 
carry Fruit and Greens to barter. They obſery'd — 


that was worth it in the Army, without being known 
becauſe they ſpoke the Mexican Tongue very well, an, 
at their. Return, finding Captain Salaxar's Horſe un- 
guarded, they 2 him away to Vera Crux, to his 
great Vexation, and their Diverſion. Narvaez thought 
fit to anſwer -Cortes's Letter, acquainting him that he 
| had regal Authority for ſecuring that Country to James 
Velaſquez, and adviſing him to quit it peaceab'y, or he 
would ſuffer for it. Cortes revolving with himſelf 
what was beſt to be done in his Condition, offer'd 
Naruaez to meet him, with only ten or twenty Friends, 
and either to quit Mexico to him and march away with 
three hundred Spariards upon new Diſcoveries, or elſe 
to ſtay in Aexico, and ſend him Supplies, if he would 
march away into other Provinces. MNarvaez would 
not liſten to any of theſe Propoſals, whereupon Cor- 
tes ſignify d to him, that two Cocks ſhould not crow 
upon one Dunghil, and therefore he might make rea- 
dy to decide that Quarrel by Blows, beginning him- 
ſelf to make ready for his March to him. | 
 WhnnrsT Cortes was ruminating about marching 
out againſt Narvaez, he had order'd his Men to be in 
Readineſs, and ſent a Soldier to Chinantla, where Barri- 
entos was to furniſh three hundred Pikes, becauſe thoſe 
Indians us d them a Fathom longer than thoſe made in 
Spain, that each of them ſhould have two Spears of 
Copper, inſtead of the Flints the Natives us'd, and that 
two thouſand Men of that Nation ſhould come to his 
Aſſiſtance, all which was readily comply'd with, and 
the Spears, or Points made nicer than the Pattern that 
had been ſent. Being then fully refolv'd to march out 
_ againſt Narvaez, he order'd every Captain to enquire 
of his Men, who were moſt willing to march, and 
which of them had rather ſtay. He appointed Peter 
de Alvarado to command in Mexico, with one hun- 
_ dred and fifty. Men, charging him to pay —_— 
Self : | tae 
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the greateſt Reſpe and the Soldiers to live peaceably, 
fince at that Time it was more dangerous than ever 
to provoke the Adant; beſides he enjoin'd all the 
Commanders and iers that were to ſtay, to be 
very obedient to Alvarado, and do their Duty in all 
— promiſing to m"_ them, if there was Oc- 
CallONs * 
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Cortes marches againſt Narvaez, attack} der? 


routs, and takes him Priſoner; what hat: en 
ned afterwards, bec: 
| | Cor 


ORS being reſolv'd to loſe no Time n 

Marching out againſt Narvaez, thought fi 
to acquaint Motex uma, which he did, i 
; the moſt obliging Manner, and receiv'd : 
ſuitable Anſwer from that Monarch, who at his Depar 
ture from Mexico bore him Company, being carry' 
on the Shoulders of his Noblemen, attended by Alus 
rado, and all the Gentry of the City, with all tif 
Royal Muſick, and other Tokens of Grandeur, fy} 
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Ring, he would ſee him out of the City, which Corres 
by all Means endeavour'd to avoid; but he would go 
as far as the Cauſway of Papalapan, where he took his 
Lewe very W Many Mexicans went alon 
with him; ſome of whom return'd becauſe he deb 
them ſo to do, and others becauſe they grew weary, 
and thoſe that follow'd went to ſend the King Word 
of every Thing that hapned, as they hourly did. He 
vas well receiv'd at Chulula, where the Men were re- 
2 freſh'd, and half a League from thence he met a great 
Number of Tlaſcallans coming to compliment him. 
He enter'd their City to the great Satisfaction of them 
all, and told them, that the Chriſtian Commander he 
: 2 to meet, was his Brother, but if he was not 
good, he would chaſtize him, to which Purpoſe he 
demanded ſix thouſand fighting Men, not that he de- 
ſign'd to make any Uſe of them, but only for the 
ei more Show, that Varvaer might be inform'd that all 
I. the Country was for him, and by that Means fear the 
Conſequences. The Lords of the four Quarters of- 
ſer'd him as many Men as he would have. He ap- 
pointed Alonſo de Ojeda, and John Marques to com- 
mand them, becauſe they ſpoke the Language, and or- 
der d them to keep in the Rear, and Francis Rodriguex. 
.. vith them. The Men were rais d, but moſt of them 
um -d back when they were three Leagues from Home, 
becauſe they were not wont to go far out of their 
Country to fight. Cortes faid, It was better that they 
were ſo ſoon return'd, than that they ſhould afterwards 
misbehave themſelves, and therefore order'd all the reſt 
to be gone, thinking his Deſign was anſwer d; and Bar- 
rientos had Notice, where he was to be with the Pikes, 
Ind the two thouſand Chinantlaus; who came exactly 
at the Time and Place. The Pikes were very good, 
and being diſtributed among the Soldiers, one Tobilla 
te taught them how they were to be usd. The Chi- 
 TayWranlans had Pikes alſo, K* Cortes order d all the Men 
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to wear Eſcaupiles, that is, Armour made of Cotton, 
being ſenſible of the Difference there was between well 
arm d Soldiers, and ſuch as were naked. Sandoval like- 
wiſe came to the Place affign'd him, where upon a 
Muſter, there were found two hundred and ſixty-ſix 


Men, including the Commanders, five Horſemen, and 


the Frier. Cortess Friends that were with Narvaez, 
being inform'd that he drew near, advis d to ſend An. 


. drew de Duero who had an Influence over Cortes, to pro- 


poſe an Accommodation, and he preſs d it ſo home, 
that he comply d. Duero went and diſcours'd Corte 
in private, = the Reſult was, that they treated one 
another like great Friends. When Duero was gone, 
Cortes order d John Velaſquez de Leon, who was a Re 
lation to Narvaez, to go to his Camp, and take alon 
with him his Gold Chains and all he had, befides ory 
he gave him, having been inform'd that Narvaez wa 
very deſirous to ſee him. Velaſquex excusd himſelf, 
but Cortes would have him go, offer d him his own 
grey Mare, and ſent with him a Footman of his own, 
whoſe Name was John del Rio, and having diſcoursd 


him in private, and given him ſome Jewels, he de- 


parted. | | 
Velaſquez arriving at Zempoala, alighted at the Ct 
zique's Houſe, and from thence went to TVaruaez's 
Quarters ; who being inform'd that he was come, was 
going out to ſeek him, and having receiv'd him very 
lovingly, faid, he ſhould be his Gueſt. He anſwer'd, 
He muſt return immediately, for that he only came to 
Kiſs his Hands, and to try whether any Accommods 
tion could be made. Narvaez flew into a great 
Paſſion, and ſaid, He wonder'd he ſhould propoſe to 
reconcile him toa Traytor, who had revolted from his 
Couſin James Velaſquez. four Velaſquez, was much 
offended at it, and faid, That ſuch Words ought not 


to be ſpoke in his Preſence, of Cortes, who was a very 
worthy Gentleman. Captain Salvatierra, Gamarrk 


Join 
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John Fuſte, and other Officers, thinking that Yelaſe 
quer. took e Liberty, advis d MNarvaecz to 


ſecure him; but Auguſtin Bermudez, who was Chief 
Alguazil, Audrem de Duero Controller to the Army 
and Navy, and a Clergyman, whoſe Name was John de 
Leon oppos d it, and perſwaded Narvacz to make much 
of and honour him; who did fo, and deſir'd him to 
perſwade Cortes to ſurrender himſelf, and put an End 


co all Controverſies. He offer d to do the beſt he could, 


but ſaid he miſtruſted the Succeſs, becauſe he knew 
Cortes to be poſitive, and obſtinate. Narvaex would 
have Velaſquex ſee his Army, which paſꝰd in Review 
before him, and ſo they went to Dinner. Immediately 
after Yelaſquez, took his Leave, thinking he had done 


what he came for, which was to ſee the Forces, ſpeak 
to ſome particular Perſons, and render Narvaez ſecure. 


When he was juſt going, a Youth, who was alſo Ne- 
phew to James Velaſquez, a Captain, and of his own 


Name, ſaid, That all thoſe who did not ſubmit them- 


ſelves to Narvaex were Traytors, and ſince he went 
away, he was no good Yelaſquez. Fohn Velaſquez, an- 
ſwer d, that he was as good a Gentleman as himſelf, 
and would maintain there was no Traytor in Cortes's 
Forces. Then clapping his Hand to his Sword, he 
ask d Leave of Narvaex to make good what he had 
ſaid. All the Gentlemen that were preſent interpos'd, 
deſiring Narvaez to order John Velaſquez to be gone, 
to avoid ill Accidents, becauſe his Staying was very 
prejudicial. Thus he return'd to Cortes, who advan- 
cing very flowly, came to Coraſtla, where he endur d 
much Want. He proceeded to Tapaniqueta, and there 
found ſome Refreſhment. The next Day two Cazi- 
ques came with Complaints againſt Narvaex, ſay ing, 
he took whar they had, ruin'd the Country, and did 
them no Juſtice; and that they would ſerve him, whom 
they look'd upon as their Lord. He condol'd with 
them, return'd Thanks for their good Will, and told 

; os them, 
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them, Thoſe Men were not of his Race and Generation 
and therefore they muſt quit the Place, for he wotild burn 
it with thoſe new Comers. * 

Ar the ſame Time that Narvaez's Friends were in- 
forming him, that Cortes had ſcatter d much Gold in 
his Army, the Cazique of Zempoala came, and ask d 
him, what he was about, adding, that wow he leaſt 
imagin'd it, Cortes would be there and kill him; for he 
had fo mary Spies that he knew every thing that was 
done. Tho' they made a Jeſt of him, the War againſt 
Cortes was proclaim'd, to be carry'd on with Fire and 
Sword, and all Plunder to belong to the Taker. Nar- 
vac march'd out with his Forces and Artillery about 
a Quarter of a League from Zempoala, deſigning to 
expect Cortes there; but it hapning to rain all that Day, 
and thoſe Men not being enur'd to Hardſhips, they re- 
pin'd, ſay ing, it were proper to return to their Quar- 
ters, and not regard thoſe few Men ſo much. Thoſe 
who were acquainted with Corres's Valour thought 
otherwiſe, and inſiſted that it was ill Advice to go 
back, Anarew de Duero gave Cortes Notice of all theſe 
Particulars by a Soldier call'd el Galeguillo, who deſer- 
ted. Narvaex retiring, upon the Confidence that 
Cortes durſt not attack him, order'd nimble Soldiers to 
be poſted Sentinels, on the River he was to paſs; for- 
ty Horſe- men to ſtay all the Night on the Road to 
Zempoala; twenty more to be in the Courts of his 
Quarters, and the Artillery, conſiſting of eighteen 
little Guns, to be planted before the Doors, and thus 
he thought himſelf ſecure. He then proclaim'd he 
would give two thouſand Pieces of Eight to any Man 
that ſhould kill Cortes, or Gonzalo de Sandoval, and 
order d a conſiderable Number of Musketeers, Croſs - 
bow-men, and other Soldiers with Parteſans to lye in 
his Appartment, and the Captains Salvatierra, Gamar- 
74, and others of his Confiqents with them. 


Corte: 
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Cortes coming to the River of Canoes, at this Time, 
found much Difficulty in paſſing it, by Reaſon that 
there was a great Flood, and two Soldiers were drown- 
ed ſeeking far the Ford. As ſoon as got over, they 
heard firing of Muskets in Narvacsz's Army, which 
much frighted the Indians, who ſent Morezuma an Ac- 
count of all his Motions, magnifying his Power, 
and looking upon Corres as a loſt Man, which was no 
ſmall Satisfaction to the Mexicans. Cortes in that Place 
diew his Men together, and in a long Speech acquaint- 
ed them with all the ill Practices of Narvaez ; ex- 
toll'd their Valour, put them in mind of a'l their great 
Exploits, and told them they were then to fight for 

their Lives, for their Honour, and for their Eſtates, 
the Deſign of their Enemies being to make them Pri- 
ſoners, and ſeize all they had. John Velaſquez, Fran- 
cis de Lugo, James de Ordas, and other Commanders, 
anſwer' d, he might be aſſur d, that by the Help of 
God, they would either conquer or die; and therefore 
he muſt take heed not to be enſnar'd by any Terms, 
for if any thing hapned amiſs it would be his Fault. 
Cortes was overjoy d to find his Men as couragious as 
when they came from Ae vico, and pray'd them to 
keep their Order exactly, for as much as many great 
Misfortnnes often hapned for Want of it; and it was 
very remarkable that he never gave them the leaſt Inti- 
mation of the Intelligence he held in the Enemy's Ar- 
my, to the End his Soldiers might believe that his 
whole Dependance was upon their Valour. Then he 
faid, if they thought fit, he deſignd to attack the Ene- 
my at Midnight, or before Break of Day, which was 


the beſt Method for a few to deal with a greater Num- 
ber. Alonſo de Avila anſwer'd, that as they had be- 
fore told him, they did not deſire to live without him, 
ſo that he might go when he pleas'd, and do as be 
thought fir, for they would be fatisfy'd to die with 
him, being ready at all Times. As ſoon as Nau 
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heard where Cortes was, he ſent Gonzalo Carraſco, a bold 
Man, and with him his Servant Hurtado, to approach 
as near Cortes s Forces as he could, and bring him Ad- 
vice of his Motions. Corres Fore-runners, being 
George and Gonzalo de Alvarado, Francis de Solis, Fames 
Pizarro, Francis Bonal, and Francis de Orofeo, met with 


Carraſcto, and took him, who then ſpoke aloud, that 
Hurtado might make his Eſcape, and fo he did. When 


brought before Corres, be faid to him, How came 
te this Miſchance, Friend, how came you to be en- 
« trapp'd, where was your Swiſtneſs ? So they made 

a Jeſt of him, and being leſs than half a League from 
Sempoala, he ask'd him, whither he was going, and he 
anſwer'd, that to look after an Iudian Woman, that had 
been ſtolen from him. Other Queſtions and Anſwers 


paſs d between them, but Carraſco continrd firm to 


is Party. When they were within a Quarter of a 


League from Zempoala, Cortes order'd the Guns and 


Baggage to be left in a Break, and after again encou- 
raging his Men with few Words, promisd three thou- 
fand Caſtellanos in Gold to any Man that ſhould kill 
or take Narvae⁊, two thouſand to the fecond, and one 
thouſand to the third that ſhould come up to him. 
Then they all pray'd, and F. Olmeds made them an Ex- 
hortation to repent of their Sins, and reſolve to amend 
their Lives. By this Time, Hurtado, who as was 
faid had made his Eſcape, came among Narvaex's 
Forces, crying, Arm, Arm, telling them that Cortes 
was at Hand, and Carraſco taken, but could give no 
Account of the Men, or their Number. Some faid, 
Cortes could not come in ſuch a dark rainy Night, and 
Narvaex bid Hurtado go to fleep, for he had certainly 
fancy'd it. He went away to 7h Bono's Appart= 


ment, where he faid, he had ſeen Horſes, and heard the 


Spaniſh Tongue, but Bono who it is likely was well 
leas d that Cortes ſhould come, bid him hold his Peace, 


— — = — 
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Cortes the more to juſtify his Proceedings, gave 
| Sandoval, who was his chief Alguazil, a Warrant to 
ſecure Narvaez, for raiſing Commotions in that Coun- 
try, and in Caſe he reſiſted, ro kill him, requiring all 
his Officers and Soldiers to be aiding and aſſiſting. 
Then he divided his Men into three Parties; the firſt 
under Gonzalo de Sandoval, which was of ſixty Mean 
the ſecond under Chriſtopher de Olid, who was Colonel, 
a good Soldier, and a Man of extraordinary Strength; 
Cortes himſelf took the third. They had among them 
| all ſeventy Pikes, made of Oak, with the Spears be- 
fore-menrion'd, being thirty- eight Spans in length. 
The Word was the Holy Ghoſt. He appointed Sau- 
drval's Pikes to attack Narvacz's Quarters, and the 
reſt the Cazique's Houſe, where he was kept under a 
Guard, that he might not run away; and fifty Men 
to fall upon the Alcalde Fohn Faſte, and his Comrade, 
| Olid was to attack Narvaez's Artillery, and he to ſup- 
port him. The three Bodies advanc'd within a Stone's 
throw of one another. Cortes halting, intreated Carraſ- 
to tell him the Diſpoſition of Narvaez's Forces, 
threatning to hang him, if he ly'd, and he refuſing, 
was ſo near being hang'd, that his Throat was fore for 
ſome Days, and one of the Horſemen fav'd him. Be- 
ing come to a Place where the Road divided it ſelf in- 
to two, they again pray'd, put on their Eſcaupiles, or 
Cotton Armour, and march'd towards the Town in 
good Order, obſerving ſtrict Silence. John Yelaſquez, 
then ſeeing a Light on high, told Cortes, that it was at 
| Narvaez,'s Quarters, and he anſwer'd, I am glad that 
the Light guides us. He commanded Sandoval to 
move directly to Narvaex, which was a good Choice, 
for he was a daring Commander, and the other Par- 
ties to guard his Flanks, and keep off any Succour 
that might come. Sandoval charg'd the Drum Canit. 
las, not to beat till he-order'd him, and kept him be- 
fore him. When they were cloſe by Nau, 

A Quarters, 
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Quarters, Cortes who was every where giving Dire- 
ctions, ſaid to Sandoval s Party, Gentlemen, Stick cloſe 
to the Houſes on both ſides of the Streets, that the 
Cannon Balls may paſs along without doing any Exe- 
cution. All this could not be done ſo ſilently, but 
that there was Notice given of it. Narvaex who was 
putting on a Breaſt Plate, ſaid to him that brought 
the Advice, Be not uneaſy, and order'd to beat the 
Alarm; but none came in from the other Towers, 
where the reſt of his Men were quarter'd, for ſome 
fay they would nor hear, and others that they could 
not come, being hinder'd by Cortes's Men. When 
Sandoval came up to Narvacz's Quarters, the firſt Sen- 
tinels who ſtood at rhe Foot of the Stairs of the Court 
Door, began to cry out. Sandoval ſeeing he was diſ- 
cover'd, order d Canillas to beat his Drum. Cortes 
cry'd, Fall on, fall on, Holy Ghoſt, Holy Ghoſt, 
45 Sandoval going up the firſt Stairs, with his 
Men following, they found in the firſt Court, a Room 
full of Blacks. One of them came out with a Light 
in his Hand, and was kill'd with the Pikes. They 
ſs d on, Narvaex s Kettledrums, and Canillass Drum 
ating inceſſantly, they made towards Narvaex's Ap- 
partment, and going up four Steps ſaw the Artillery 
planted. One Gun was fir'd, which killd two of 
Cortes's Men, but the reſt preſs d on fo faſt that the 
other Pieces could not be fir'd. Cortes causd the Ar- 
tillery to be thrown down the Steps with all ſpeed, 
and went up five more, to get into the Room where 
| Naroaez's was, with about forty Soldiers. Sandoval, 
who was already come up with Narvaez, requir'd him 
to yield, but he made a Jeſt of it, and ſtood upon his 
Defence, till Martin Lopez, one of Cortes's Men ſet 
Fire to the Thatch that was on the Tower, and the 
Smoak drove Narvaez and his Men out of that Place, 
and then he was run into the Eye with a Pike. Fame: 
de Rojas, Enſign to Narvaes fought bravely, in De- 
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fence of any + agg till two Pikes were thruſt into 
him, when falling, he cry'd, Our Lady help me; and 
Cortes anſwer'd, She ſhall fave you, not permitting him 
to be quite kild. When Narvaex was wounded, Peter 
. © Sanchez Farfan clos d with him, and then Sandoval ſaid, 
it © Yield your ſelf Priſoner ; ſo they dragg'd him down 
45 the Steps, till Fetters were put upon him, and he car- 
ht ry'd to Cortes, to whom he faid, My Lord Cortes, 
ne know how to value your good Fortune in making me 
's, your Priſoner this Day. He anſwer'd, That the leaſt 
ne Action he had perform'd in that Country, was the ta- 
14 king of him, and ſo order'd he ſhould be well ſecur' d. 
en | He was not dreſs d that Night, by reaſon of the great 
n- | Confuſion all Men were in, but the next Day was 
It ſent to Villa Rica. „ 
i. MNarvacz being taken, and his Men making no far- 
tes ther Oppoſition, Cortes order'd himſelf to be pro- 
N, chim'd Caprain-General, and Chief Juſtice of both 
his # Armies, in the King's Name, commanding all Men 
om to come in, and take an Oath to him as ſuch, upon 
cht Pain of Death. They all did fo, ſome voluntarily, 
ey others becauſe they knew not how to avoid it, except 
am three hundred Soldiers, who fortify'd themſelves in 
Ap. their Quarters, to whom Carraſco ſaid it was a good 
ery | Opportunity to fall upon Cortes s Men, becauſe thoſe 
of who had taken the Oath to him were diſarm'd, and , 
the his own Soldiers diſpers'd plundering. Though the 
Ar- Advice was not diſliked, thoſe Men having no Head, 
od, and many aſpiring to be ſo, they ſtay'd till it was 
jere Day, when Corifepher de Olid came to offer them a 
val, good Reception from Cortes. Moſt of them cry'd, 
kim God bleſs the King and Fames Velaſquez, becauſe he ha- 
bs ving always inclin'd to do good, they lov'd him. 
fa ! When the Shout was over, Olid told them, they 
the | would be compell'd by Force to what they refusd to 
ace, do voluntarily. Whilſt he went to acquaint Cortes, 
ame: Garraſco advigd them to fall upon Cortess Baggage, and 
* 1 hoy 
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they would be all rich, might then Embark, and car: 
ry James Velaſquez. enough Treaſure to fit out another 


Fleet. Though they lik d the Propoſal, they could 


not agree, ſo that Carraſco went alone, and finding no 
Guard but Marina, the Female Interpreter, and John 
de Ortega, Page to Cortes, he took a Horſe and a Spear, 
return'd to thoſe Men, who were ſtill together, and 


told them what an Opportunity they loſt. Cortes then 


order'd his Artillery to advance againſt thoſe that would 
not ſubmit, and having drawn his Men together, com- 


manded Meſa, the Gunner, to Fire one Gun in the 


Air. He did ſo, Olid ſpoke to them again; and they 
again anſwer'd, God bleſs the King and Fares Velaſqquex. 
One Gun being then fir d upon them killd two Men, 
and the next one, whereupon ſome of them went over 


to Cortes, the reſt held out, till wanting Ammunition, 


tliey ſurrender'd. Cortes order d Marquex and Oed 
to gather up their Arms, and hide them. By this time 
it grew Day, when two Siſters, whoſe Names were 


Beatrix and Frances de Ordas, being inform'd that Nar- 


warez was taken, and his Army routed, cry'd out at 2 
Window, „ You wicked Scoundrels, who ought r. 
« ther to be ſet to Spinning, than to handle Swords, 
& you have given a good Account of yourſelves, : 


_ « Curſe on the Women that came with ſuch Men.” 


Then going to Cortes, they paid their Obeiſance, and 


talk'd to him after ſuch a manner as ſeem'd to be above 


Women, extolling his Valour. All had taken the 
Oath to Cortes, except Carraſco, and he appearing on 
the Horſe he had ſtolen, Cortes ſaid to him, Friend, 
that Horſe is mine, a-light, He ſaid, he would not, 


| Unleſs his own were reſtor'd to him. Cortes reply'd, 
He ſhould quit him immediately, and Orders ſhould 


be given for returning his. As to the Oath, he re- 
fus d it, whereupon he had a Clog faſtned to one of 
his Feet, with which be continu'd three Days, * 

_ 
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then took the Oath: He was not Hang d to avoid ex- 


 aſperating of thoſe People. 


WHEN all had been ſworn, he muſter'd his own 


Men, to ſee how many were miſſing, and Narvaez's 


Party ſeeing they were only two hundred and ſixty, 
without the great Army of the Tlaſcallans that had been 
reported, and that they had but thoſe few Pikes, with- 
out Armour, or Horſes, and ſome Coats of Mail, 
Spears, and Croſs-Bows, their Swords in a bad Condi- 


tion, they were much aſham'd, that they with their 
little Pannels, as they call'd the Eſcaupiles, or Cotton 
Armour, ſhould have defeated ſo many Men of Note, 


and bluſhing, cursd Varvaez for his ill Conduct, 


- which much troubled Cortes, till by Degrees he gain d 


them to him. Only two of his Men were kill'd, and 


one wounded, and eleven of Narvaez's Party were 


ſlain. Then came the Cazique of Zempoala with a 
great Number of Iudiam, bringing Garlands of Ro- 
ſes, and Noſegays, ſetting them on the Heads of Cortes, 
and the other Commanders they knew, congratulating 
their Victory, and extolling it. He defir'd Cortes to 
o to his Houſe, who in Return embrac'd him, gave 
Fin ſome Spariſh Baubles, and having order'd all that 


had hapned to be painted, Narwacz taken, and put into 


Irons, his Men ſubmitting, and Cortes victorious, the 
Cazique ſent it to Motexuma, by the Advice of Cor- 
tes, Who alſo ſent a Spaniard to inform Alvarado. 
When firſt Cortes came to Zempoala, that Lord pre- 
ſented him a beautiful Woman of Quality, who took 
the Name of Catherine, and others to the reſt of the 


Commanders. Cortes took up his Quarters in that 


Woman's Houſe, becauſe it was ſtrong, ſhe treated him 
very kindly, but he was uneaſy in his Mind, ſeeing 
thoſe conquer'd People ill diſpos d. Whilſt he was 


thinking how to get over that Difficulty, Captain Bar- 
rientos came to him with the Chinautlaus, well arm'd 


after their Manner, which was a great Satisfaction to 


him, 
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him, that Narvaez's Men might ſee how he was obey'd 
in New Spain. He reſolv'd to ſend thoſe Indians back, 
and to divide the Spaziards, and accordingly order d 
Zames de Ordas to march with three hundred of thoſe 
en to ſubdue the Province of Guazacoalco, and John 
Veleſavez with another Detachment to the River of 
Garay, rhus to employ them, and ſecure himſelf, which 
at the ſame Time was acceptable to them: Corres then 
commanded Peter de Malvenda, Steward to Velaſquez, 
to pick up all that belong d to his Maſter, and Narvaez, 
and ſecure it, A Black belonging to Narvaez, having 
the Small-Pox when he cime over, infected the whole 
Town of Zempoala, and the Indians frequently waſh- 
ing themſelves, great Numbers of them dy'd; and 
lying unbury'd, occaſion'd a peſtilential Diſtemper, 
both which ſpread through all New Spain; and there 
enſu'd a prodigious Mortality. Others affirm; that 
this Diſtemper was not brought over by the Black, but 
that they had it at certain Times in the Veſt-Indies, 
and this ſeems the more likely, becauſe it affected none 
of the Spaniards. | 


2 ä 


KA 


The Mexicans take Arms againſt Alva- 
rado; Cortes marches to his Relief; en- 
ters the City; is attack*d and diſtreſsd 
by the Indians; the Death of Motezu- 
ma. | 


J HILST Cortes was endeavouring to ſettle 

; his Affairs at Vera Crux, wherein he met with 

ſome Difficulty, moſt of Narvaez's Men being well 

affcctodd ro Janes Yelaſquexy, before John Velaqres 
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and James de Ordas were gone far upon the aforeſaid 


Commiſſions, the Spaniard he had ſerit to Mexico with 


the News of his Victory, return d, and faid, the 
Mexicans were in Arms, and ſhow'd ſome Wounds 


they had given him, ſaying, he had eſcap'd miracu- 


louſly. He preſꝰd Corres to march to the Relief of 4l- 
varado, telling him, that the Indians had burnt the 


four Brigantines he had built at Mexico; thrown 


down a Wall at the Spaniſh Quarters, which had been 
repair d with much Difficulty ; undermin'd ano- 
ther; fer Fire to the Ammunition, taken up the 
Draw-Bridges, cut off the Proviſions, killd Pena, 
Atotezuma's Favourite, that he delighted in; that the 
Spaniards had defended themſelves bravely, killing ma- 


ny Indians, and that if Motexuma had not ſometimes 


commanded his People to give over the Attacks, for 
fear that Alvarado might kill him, the Spaniards had 
been already deſtroy'd. Freſh Advices came of this 
Commotion, with the Addition, that beſides Pena, Val- 
dibia, and John Martin Narizes had been kill'd, and 
Alvarado, preſs d for Succour. Hereupon he ſetled 
the Government at Villa Rica, leaving Narvaez and 
ſome of his Men Priſoners there ; commanded thoſe he 
had ſent abroad to halt till farther Orders, made a 
Speech to the Men, ſaying, that thoſe who were wil- 
ling to follow him ſhould have Arms given them, 
and the Occaſion being urgent all unanimouſly offer'd 
their Service. When all Things were ready, he ſet out 


from Zempoala, with above eleven hundred Spaniards, 


the Indians every where ſupplying him with” Proviſi- 
ons, till he came near the Province of Tlaſcala, where 
they fail'd, and becauſe the whole Army could not march 
in a Body, he ſent Fohn Marquex and Alonſo de Oje- 
da before to provide for the reſt, and to enquire aiter 
News from Alvarado. | 

Warren Marquez and Ojeda arriv'd at Tiaſcala, the 
Lords there rejoyc'd at Cortes's Victory, and to _ r 
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that he was in Health, and ſo ſtrong to chaſtize the 
Mexicans ; gave Orders for Proviſions, ſaid Alvarado 
held out, and had kill'd many Men of Note, that up- 
on the Arrival of the great Lord Cortes, all would be 
quell'd, and the guilty puniſh'd, — to aſſiſt him 
with Men. The Forces being to march ten Leagues 
that Day, where they would meet with no Proviſions, 
Ojeda went out to meet them at the Head of one thou- 
ſand two hundred Men, loaded with Water, Fowls, 
Bread, and Fruit. Being among ſome Houſes of Oto- 
mies, he heard the Jingling of Hawkſ-bells, which 
they wore at the Horſe's Breaſt- plates, he liſtned, be- 
cauſe it was not yet Day, and met with Cortes, who 
was well pleas'd to ſee him. He told him what he 
had. heard, and what he was carrying, Cortes and his 
Companions alighted, and eat a cold Pullet, faid he 
was going to Tlaſcala, and bid him advance through 
that Deſert becauſe the Men were very hungry. Next 
he met a Soldier, who told him, the Men were in 


ſuch Diſtreſs, that unleſs he made haſte, they would 


die, and eſpecially with "Thirſt. Next he found Chri- 
ſtopher the Cryer, and his Wife, lying on the Ground 
half dead, ſprinkled their Faces with Water, gave them 
drink, and part of a Fowl to eat, and fo they recover'd. 
Cortes arrived at Tlaſcala on the 17th of Juh, this 
Year 1520, was very well receiv'd, and lodg'd in Max- 
iſcatzin's Houſe. They could not give him any other 
Account of the Occaſion of the Diſturbance at Mexi- 
co, than that they believ'd it proceeded from the per- 
verſe Diſpoſition of thoſe People; they offer'd him 
their Aſhſtance, and pray'd he would take particular 
Care of himſelf, He return'd them many Thanks, 
and was impatient till his Men came. Ojeda went on, 
met ſome tir'd, others ſcarce able to wap, and others 


lying on the Ground, by threes and fours, very hun- 


Sry, and more thirſty. They were put into a Grove 
of Pine- trees, the Indians fell to roaſting of Pullets, and 
k cgelh d 
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refreſh'd then. James Moreno was left with them, 
whilſt Ojeda proceeded, relieving thoſe he met, and 
thus they all got to the Grove, where they eat, reſt- 
ed, and return d Thanks to God, recounting what 
they had ſuffer d. Advancing thence to Tlaſcala, Cor- 
tes there muſter d them, and found one thouſand Foot, 
and one hundred Horſe, though ſome vary in the 
Number. Then marching on, he ſent F. Olmedo to 
kt Motexuma know how much he was concern'd, 
that he-ſhould ſuffer thoſe few Spaniards he had under 
his Protection to be miſus d. Ojeda in his Memorials - 
tells us, that nothing of Moment hapned till they came 
to Texcaco, at Nine in the Morning, which place they 
found almoſt abandon'd, and the few People that re- 
main d look d upon them with an evil Eye. There 
the Forces reſted four Days, when a Canoe came from 
Mexico, which had departed thence in the Night with 
two Spaniards, being Santa Clara and Peter Hernandez. 
They gave a full Account of all that had hapned, and 
ſaid, the Miexicaus had not attack'd Alvarado for thir- 
teen Days paſt, and had only kill'd the three Spaniards 
before-mention'd. It was thought that upon the Ar- 
rival of F. Olmedo, and the News of the freſh Spaniſh 
Forces, the War would be at an End. Cortes ſent 
this Advice to Vera Crux, which made thoſe People 
think themſelves ſecure. He march'd from Tercuco to 
Tepeaquilla, a Town little above half a L page from 
Mexico. At their Entrance, as they were paſſing over 
2 mall Bridge, Solis's Horſe put his Leg into a Hole 
between two Timbers, where it was broke in Pieces, 
and he hung by it, but Solis threw himſelf into the 
Water. Many took particular Notice of this Acci- 
dent, eſpecially Borello, and they look'd upon it as an 
ill Omen, but Cortes gave it a good Interpretation. 
They there found Plenty of Proviſions, but the Inha- 
bitants were all fld. 


VG 


26>. way = <a 3 


Cl 
x 
mn 
= 
U 
: 
* > 
} 
, 4 
5 
1 
\ * 
* 5 
r I 
bi 
AT) 
4' 
N * 
1 
4 * 
3 
* 
1 
. 
4 
LO 
* N 
N 
'« 
» Vis 
71 
di 
. 
% . 
' U 
1 : 
4 
„ 
14 
Wy - 
| 
1 1 
. * 
44% 
bs: * 
at 4 
„ 
* 
1.8 
þ 
N 'v 
4 
7 . 
uf 
. 
6 * 
LE 
i 
1 N 
18 
rk 
4 
'r 
n. 
1 
4+ 
. 
oF 
iN l 
. 
\ 7 
' i” 
inn "Fy 
þ Þ + 
. 
* 
o 
= 
* 
vb 
4] 
5 ) 
* 2 
* 
7 5 
9 
on 1 
1 
bs 
, 
U 11 4 
9 
* 


58 The HISTORY of America. 


Tux next Day Ojeda and Marquex ſeeking about 
for Indians to carry the Burdens, that Charge being 
committed to them, ſaw one clad, hanging at a Beam 
of the Houſe, and when the Forces began to march, 
they found a great Heap of Bread, and above five 
hundred Pullets in a Square, without any Body to 
look to the ſame. The Indians ſtood at their Doors 
ſilent, but as the Spaziards paſs d by ſeemꝰd to threaten, 


When they came to the Quarters, the Gates were 
ſhut, they knock d to have them open'd, Alvarado Þ 


went upon the Wall, and ask'd, Who was there? 


Cortes anſwer'd, It was he. Alvarado again ask'd, Þ 
Whether he came as free as he departed, and with the Þ 
ſame Authority over all? Cortes ſaid, He did, and Þ 
victorious, with a greater Power. Then the Gate was 
open d, he kiſs d his Hands, deliver'd him the Keys, 


and they were receiv'd with incredible Joy. They 
told one another all their Adventures, and becauſe the 
Houſe could not contain all the Men, ſome were ſent 
to the Temple. It was about Noon when the Spani. 


ards enterd Mexico, with many T laſcallans, and other 


Indian Allies. Some time after, Cortes ſent F. Olmede 
to pay a Viſit to Motezuma, who ask'd, Whether the 
General was tir'd, or angry on Account of what had 
hapned ? He anſwer' d, He was weary, and therefore 


did not viſit him immediately. Motexuma told him, 


that if he was not angry, he would give him a Horſe, 
and his own Statue upon him all in Maſſive Gold. 
Then F. Olnedo having told him all that had hapned 


with Narvaez, took his Leave. Many have reported, 
they heard Cortes fay, that had he viſited Motezmmas Þ 


ſoon as he came, his Affairs had gone well, and that 
he omitted it as undervaluing him, becauſe he was ſo 
ſtrong. He was told many Motives that induc'd the 
Mexicans to riſe in Arms. Some ſaid it was on Ac- 
count of what Narvaez. ſpoke againſt him; others 
that it was to oblige the Spaniards to depart the oy 
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and ſet Motex uma at Liberty; others, that their aim 
at was to poſſeſs themſelves of the Gold, Feather-work, 
Cloathing, and Jewels they had, the whole yalu'd at 
0 above ſeven hundred thouſand Ducats ; others, that it 
h, was to be rid of Tlaſcallaus their mortal Enemies, and 
Fe becauſe they had caſt down their Idols, ſetting up a 
to new Religion; but that which is believ'd to have been 
the moſt prevailing Argument was, that when the firſt 
n. Day of the Month came, which they reckoned a ſo- 
re lemn Feſtival, they had ask d leave of Alvarado to ce- 
% lebrate the ſame, deſigning to attack him when they 
e? were all together, which he granted, provided that 
d, | they ſhould not go arm'd, nor facrifice any Man. 
he! That Night above one thouſand of the Gentry aſſem- 
nd bled in the Temple, making a great Noiſe with Ket- 
1 | tledrums, Shells, Cornets, and Bones cleft, which 
55 whiſtled very loud. They ſung many Songs, danc'd 
ſtark naked, only their Privities cover d, Plumes of 
che Feathers on their Heads, with Jewels, Collars of Gold, 
em Bracelets, and Strings, with Gold Plates hanging at 
Wl them on their Breaſts and Backs ; and in Sight of the 
her! Spaniards they danc'd in the Court of the Temple a 
Wi Dance, the Name whereof ſignifies. The Merit of La- 
rhe bour. Their Songs were of the Godly fort, begging 
had! in them Rain, Corn, Health, Victory, Peace, and 
A Children; and there they agreed to fall upon the Sa- 
im iardi. They danc'd by Parcels holding one anothers 
re, © Hands, in Ranks to the Muſick of thoſe that ſung 
1d, and play d, and were anſwer'd dancing and ſinging, 
ned beating Kerrledrums, and other Inſtruments. 
tech WAI Is x they were in the Height of this Jolli- 
4 try, Alvarado was call d to fee it, and ſome Spaniards 
tha | who underſtood the Language, perceiving what was 
8 ſo in Agitation, and giving him Notice, he fecur'd the 
the! Cates of the Court, poſting ten Spaniards at each of 
Ac them, and then entring with fifty others, made a great 
her © Slaughter, and took their Gold, which gave Occaſion 
ity, $ yp " 
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to have it faid, that he had done it out of Covetouf- 
"neſs. Cortes was much concern'd at this Action, but 


Was oblig d to connive at it, becauſe the Time would 
not permit him to do otherwiſe. Some ſay the Tlaſcal- 
lam miſinforming Alvarado put him upon it; but the 
Truth was, that they really deſign'd to have deſtroy'd 


the Spaniards, to which Purpoſe they had hid their 


Arms in the neighbouring Houſes, as was affirm'd by 
ſeveral Women, who always diſcover'd the Truth, 


Cortes ſent for the prime Perſons, and made a long 


Speech to them, ſaying, © He forgave what was paſt, 
c provided they ſhould for the furure be Friends, as 


cc they were before.” Tho' they liſtned with Atten- 
tion to what he ſaid, they only anſwer'd, They would 
conſider what was beſt to be done, and without pay- 


ing him the leaſt Reſpect departed, ſome one Way and 
ſome another. Motexuma reſented it very much that 
Cortes did not viſit him, and yet was of ſo generous 


a Temper, that tho' his People endeavour'd to incenſe 


him, he would have done any thing to pleaſe Corres 


had he ſeen that he regarded him. No Market having 
been kept ſince the Affair of Alvarado, Cortes ſent to 
deſire Moteguma to order it to be kept, that the Spani- 
ard might buy Proviſions. He anſwer'd, that him- 


ſelf and chiefeſt of his Servants were Priſoners, bur he 
might let go which of them he pleas'd to carry thoſe. 
Orders. Cortes, thinking no Harm, ſet at Liberty a 
Brother of Afotezama, Lord of Extapalapa, and the 
Mexicans neither kept the Market, nor permitted him 
to return, but choſe him for their Commander. Corres 


ſent Antony del Rio to Zempoala, to give an Account 


of the Poſture of Affairs, and haſten the March of 
thoſe that had ſtay'd behind; and as he was paſſing a- 
horſe-back through the Tlarelwlco, which is the Mar- 
ker Place, the People hooted at, and began to purſue 
him with their Arms. Being thus follow'd, and ſee- 
ing a Stop before, he thought it beſt to turn back, and 
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breaking through the Crowd, with bis Horſe, and 


Sword in Hand, return'd to the Quarters. Cortes then 
ſent five Horſemen! to ſee how Matters ſtood, who 
found ſome Timber taken off the Bridges under which 
the Cuts of Water ran, and turning about another Way, 
found the like in other Streets, many People on the 
Tops of the Houſcs pointing to them ro paſs the 
Bridges. The next Day Ojeda and Marquex went 
out to ſeek for Proviſions, and finding a Bridge bro- 


ken, and the Water in the Trench deep, they made a 


ſhift to get over by throwing in Rubbiſh, Pieces of 


Mats, and other Things; then paſſing along a little 


Street, they found a wooden Trough, full of Thongs 


of Leather, with which the Ladians us'd to play at 


Ball, and of Arms. Marque going on to an Houſe 


alittle farther, heard a great Cry, and returning to his 


Companion, they agreed to fly, and had it not been 
for a Tlaſcallan they had with them, who was their 
Guide, there were ſo many Windings of Streets, that 
they had been in much Danger. - They met with an 
Indian Papa, or Prieft, with his Hair diſhrevell'd, cry- 
ing out, and behaving himſelf like a mad Man, pur- 
ſu'd him, and he ran into a Houſe that was full of 
tame Cranes, which as ſoon as they ſaw him began to 


ſer up their Cry, in ſuch Manner, that Ojeda came 


out in a Conſternation. The Citizens flock d together 
on all Hands, great Cries were heard, and the Tops 
of the Houſes were full of Men. Six Spaniards that 
were at the Top of the Temple looking out, gave 
notice of the Diſturbance, and Ojeda and Aarquex 
coming in, two hundred Men fally'd out of the 


| Quarters, whilſt rhe reſt were arming. They fought 
with a great Multitude of Jadians, who preſs'd on ſuri- 


ouſly, without any Dread of the Swords. The 
Action laſted till Night, an infinite Number of the 
Mexicans being ſlain, and not one Spaniard, Thus 
was Cortes conyinc'd that the War was unavoigable, 


and 
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and therefore he endeavour'd to ſend privately for Sa 
cedo, who had been left behind with the Wardrobe. 
He order d Men out, to throw down ſome Trenches 
the Indians had caſt up, that the Horſes might paſs. 
As ſoon as it was Day the Shouting, Waiſtling, and 
Fighting began again, and continu d the whole Day, 
with the Deftruction of many Meæicam, and ſome 
Spaniards were hurt, becauſe the Indians threw Stones 


from the Tops of the Houſes, but the Fire-Arms and 


Croſs-Bows drove them. Cortes having been inform'd 


that they would attack him in the Night, contrary 


to their Practice, order d a ſtrong Guard to be 
kept. 
THE next Day the Jadians aſſaulted Cortes the third 
time, in moſt deſperate manner, killing Cerezo, an 
Horſeman, and finding that the greateſt Miſchief came 


from the Tops of the Houſes, he left the Horſemen, 


and with one hundred and forty Musketeers and Croſs- 
bow Men, entred the Street of Tacuba, making great 
Havock, gain'd it entirely, and came to Tacuba, where 
they might have fortify'd and ſecui'd themſelves, with 
all their Wealth; but deſpiſing the Indians they re- 
turn'd to their Quarters, and were ſet upon in the 


Streets by vaſt Numbers of Indians, where the Horſes 


having no room, were of little uſe. They took one 
Spaniard alive, and ſacrific'd him in Sight of all the 
reſt. They alſo took two Pieces of Cannon, and 
threw them into the Trenches, ſo that the Spaniards 
with much Difficulty return'd to their Quarters, and 
the Indians again clear'd thoſe Places which the Spani- 
ard; had fill d up for their Horſes to paſs. The next 
Day they engag'd the fourth time, the Indians being 
ſo numerous that it was wonderful to behold, who at- 
tack'd the Court of the great Temple, where, though 
it was large, no uſe could be made of the Horſes, be- 
cauſe it was pav'd with broad Stones. Many great 
Men were at the Top of the Temple, commanding 


and 
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and directing where the Attack ſhould be made. Cortes 
ſent Eſcobar, his Chamberlain againſt them, with one 


hundred Men, and by that time they were got up 
| four Steps, there came down upon them ſuch a ſhower 
of Stones, Pieces of Timber, Sticks, and Firebrands, 


that they were forc'd to retire. - Three times they 
were repuls'd in this manner. Cortes being inform'd of 
it, ty'd a Target to his Arm, becauſe he was wounded 


in the Hand, went to that Place, ſaid it was a Shame 


there ſhould be any longer Delay in that Affair, ad- 
vanc'd foremoſt, was follow'd * they got up 


the Steps, though ſome Spaniards were knocked down; 


fell upon three hundred Gentlemen that were there, 
and leſt not ſix of them alive, ſome being kill'd with 
the Sword, and others throwing themſelves headlong 
from the Parapet of the Temple. Two laid hold of 
Cortes to caſt themſelves down with him, but he bein 
a ſtrong Man got looſe. The ſame hapned to Ojeda, 
and he would have periſh'd in that manner, had not 
Luke Geneoſe relieved him. They went up to the T 
of the Temple, where they found no Men, but muc 
Cacao, and Meat, and the T laſcallan and Zempoalan In- 
dians had a good Day of it, for they fed upon the 
Adexicans that were kill'd. The Ae vicans came on 
again the next Day in a greater Rage, and had new 
Ways of Fighting, being aſſiſted by the neighbouring 
Towns. They threw their Javelins cloſe by the 
Ground, to wound the Feet and Legs, and in this 


manner above two hundred Spaniardt were hurt, till 


they provided Armour. The Arrows flew fo thick 
that thoſe who were appointed to gather them up eve- 
ry Day burnt forty Cart Loads of them. Proviſion 
was become fo ſcarce; that the Indian Allies had but a 
little Cake every Day a Man, for their Allowance, and 
every —— fifty Grains of Indian Wheat; nor was 
there leſs want of Water, fo that they endur'd much 


Drough. They dug in their Quarters, and though 
2019 1 
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the Earth was full of Salt-Petre, they found freſh Wa- 
ter, which was wonderful. A Tlaſcallan looking over 
ſome of the Works, to ſee what was doing, the exi- 
cans cry d to him, << You Dog, you and thoſe Chriſti- 
« an Dogs ſhall now periſh with Thir!t.” He an- 
ſwer'd, ©. You infamous falſe Scoundrels; who know 
& not how to fight but in Crowds, take that Cake 
« which I had to ſpare this Day out of my Allows 
« ance ; for you ſhall all be deſtroy'd by Degrees.” 
THE Engagement was deſperate on all Sides, the 
Artillery made great Havock, and as foon as a Gun 
was fir d the/ndians clos d again, as if nothing had hap- 
ned. Meſa the Maſter Gunner had given a Piece the 
full Charge, and the Indians preſſing on to the Mouth 
and Wheels of it, he had not Time to prime it, and 
vet whether by the Heat of the Sun, or what 0+ 
ther Accident is not known, it went off of itſelf; 
with ſuch a dreadful Report and Slaughter, that it 
frighted all the reſt, and moſt of them fell to the 
Ground, and fo drew off by Degrees, tho' in other 
Parts the Battle continu d fo hot, that it was thought the 
Spaniards had all periſh'd that Day, but tha-, as the In. 
diaus reported, the Image of our Lady threw Duſt in 
their Eyes, and a very proper Gentleman, cloath'd in 
White, on a white Horſe, with a Sword in his Hand; 
ſought without being wounded, and his Horſe, with 
his Mouth and Feet, did as much Miſchief as the Gen- 
tleman with his Sword. At this Time James de Ordas 
was retiring along the Street of Tacuba, with three 
hundred Men, and Cortes who was fighting in that of 
Extapalapa, went to relieve him, with his Bridle ty'd 
to his Arm, becauſe of the Wound in his Hand; he 
Atruck many with his Spear, and renewing the En- 
gagement, the Indians were put to flight. He then re- 
rurn'd to the Place where he had left ſixty Horſe and 
two hundred Foot, found rhem retiring, and cry'd, 
It was a Shame that Spaniards ſhould do fo, and: char- 
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ging, routed the Enemy. He went on to ſee what 
was doing in another Place, and perceiv'd that the Mexi- 
cans were carrying off his great Friend Audrem de Du- 
ero, and his Horſe; he recover'd the Horſe, and Da- 
ero ſeeing the Relief, with a Dagger ripp'd up many 
Indians, whilſt Cortes kill'd others with his Spear, 
and ſo he eſcap'd. The next Morning, the Battle re- 
new*d as bloody as ever, and the Indians ſer Fire to the 
Houſe ; it was put out by throwing down a Wall, and 
that Breach made good with Cannon, and a Work 
rais'd, and becauſe. fome Miſchief was done from a 
Tower of Motexumæ's Houſe, Cortes reſolv'd ro make 
himſelf Maſter of it. He attack d it with two hun- 
dred Men, and it was wonderful that long Pieces of 
Timber being rouPd down the Stairs, at length which 
might have overthrown ten or twelve Men, they a! 
turn d end ways, and did no Harm, He gain ' d the 
Tower, kill'd thoſe that defended it, advanc'd into the 
City, burnt above one thouſand Houſes, gain'd ſeven 
Bridges, killd a prodigious Number, and here a 
Horſeman came to tell him, that the great Men of 
Mexico would treat with him of Peace. He was glad 
of it, ſent Alvarado and Sandoval with ſixty Horſe, 
and order'd Fohn Yelaſquez to ſtay there with four hun- 
dred Foot to ſecure the Bridges. Then he went to 
the Mexicans, whom he ſaluted very courteouſly. 
They ask'd him, Why he did not go away, as he had 
promis'd, ſince he had Ships, and reſtore them their 
Lord Motezama. Whilſt he was diſcourſing about 
this Affair, Advice was brought him, that the Bridges 
were loſt ; he haſted away thither, and found Fohn de 
Soria, and another Soldier dead, and five Horſes fallen 
down. He recover'd them, and fought fo reſolutely, 
that his Perſon alone was the ſaving of many Lives. 
Cortes return'd to his Quarters, with two Contuſions 
on his Knee, made by Stones, where he found the 
Men in much Confuſion, believing he had been kilf'd, 
; Vol. III. | K | | becauſe 
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becauſe he ſtay d fo long. They rejoic'd at the Sight N 


5 


of him, the Battle continu'd, the Indians broke the 
Bridges, and fought from the Tops of their Houſes. 
Cortes ſeeing one among them very fine, obey'd by all 
the reſt, ſent Marina to ask Motexuma, whether he 
thought they had put rhe Government into his Hands. 
He anſwer'd, that they would not preſume to chooſe a 
King in 4exico whilſt he was living. He look d ar 
them, and ſaid, They were his Kindred, and that 
among them were the Lords of Texcuco, and Nrapa- 
lapa. The Engagement ſtill grew hotter. Cortes was 


in Confuſion, and Motexuma no leſs, apprehending 7 
as is likely, that they would kill him. He bid A4. 
rina to acquaint the General that he would go up to 
a Parapet on the Houſe, to ſpeak to his Subjects, 
which might perhaps induce them to come to ſone 
Accommodation. Cortes was pleas'd with it, he 
went up with a Guard of two hundred Spaniards, in 
Royal Apparel, and Marina with them to know what | 


was ſaid. The Noblemen that went up with him 
made a Sign, he wes preſently known, and raiſing his 
Voice, ſaid, «He ſhould be well pleas'd that they 
ce would behave themſelves gratefully for the Good he 
cc had done them; that he had been inform'd, they 


ec had choſen another King, becauſe he was confin'd, | 
<« and lov'd the Chriſtians, but could not believe they 


cc would forſake their natural Sovereign for ano- 
ec ther, which God would avenge ; that if they 


ic had fought ſo long to ſer him at Liberty, he thank dd 
tc them, but they were miſtaken, for he was there b) 
oc his own Conſent, that being his own Houſe, in 
C order to entertain his Gueſts the better, and therefore 


« he deſir d them to lay down their Arms, ſince every 


« Man they kill'd coſt them above two thouſand, eſ.. 
ce pecially conſidering that they offer d Peace, and had 
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cc not taken their Goods, nor raviſh'd their Wives 
or Daughters, and were willing to be gone ; that he Þ 


could 
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« could go out from thence whenſoever it pleas d him» 
« having always had the Liberty ſo to do, and there- 
« fore, if they lov'd him, they ſhould give over, and 
ce lay aſide all Prejudice, which never permitted Men 
* to a& diſcreetly.” The AMexicaus liſtned to him 
with much Attention, bur preſently anſwer d, œ Hold 
« your Peace, you effeminate Scoundrel, born ro 
« weave and ſpin; thoſe Dogs keep you a Priſoner, 
& you are a Coward,” Then they fell on again, caſt- 
ing abundance of Stones, and ſhooting their Arrows, 
and tho' a Spaniard took Care to cover Moteuma 
with a Target, ill Luck would have it, that a Stone 
hit him on the Temple. He went down to his Cham- 
ber, laid him on his Bed, and was ſo much daſtyd 
and out of Countenance, that tho the Wound was 
not mortal, he dy'd in four Days with Grief, forbear- 


ing to eat, and refuſing to be dreſgd, 


Tux Fight never ceas'd all the while that Aotexu- 
ma kept his Bed, who finding his Strength to fail him, 
ſent for Cortes in great Haſte, and ſitting up leaning 
on the Pillows, with Tears in his Eyes taking hold of 
his Hands, faid, „That he knew not where to begin; 
* that he was the ſame Adotezuma whom he had fo 
e poſitively inſiſted to viſit, whom the World had 
* ſo much reſpected; that he knew not whar ill Fate 
attended him, for he had not uſurp'd another's King- 
& dom, had done Juſtice, conquer'd many Nations, 
e beſtow'd many Favours, and yet thoſe who before 
* durſt not look him in the Face, had then inſulted 
5 their King, giving him ſuch Language as was not 
* fit for a Slave, and throwing Stones at his Royal 
56 Perſon; that his Heart was ready to burſt, and he 
% dy'd in great Rage, wiſhing he could ſee thoſe Vil 
de lains puniſh'd, but it was now too late, and his End 
*© was rather occaſion'd by Vexation than by the 
Wound; he therefore eggs that fince he dy'd for 
his Sake he would take Care of his Children, and 
5505 K 2 * puniſh 


638 The HisTory of America. 
< puniſh thoſe that had inſulted him, and the Per- 
« ſon that had uſurp'd the Crown. Cortes could nor 
but be mov'd at theſe Words, and holding him by 
the Hands, begg'd that he would not caſt himſelf 
down, for he would perform all his Commands, as if 
they were the Kings his Maſters ; adding, that he 
had been in the Wrong in not ſuffering himſelf to be 
dreſs'd, that he gave him his Word to take Care of 
his Children, and Revenge himſelf to the full. Theſe 
and other Words utter'd by Cortes very much com- 
forted him; but he was forc'd to take his Leave to go 
ſee what was doing Abroad. The next Day being 
told he was very ill, he came back to ſee, found 
him in a great Agony, and ſaid, „That ſince he 
cc had agreed to be baptiz d, he ſhould do it then, to 
6 fave his Soul; for F. Olmedo was there ready to do 
« it.” He anſwer' d, « That having but half an 
e Hour longer to live, he would not forſake the Re- 
« ligion of his Anceſtors; and ſoon after he dy d, 
ſome of the great Men that were Priſoners with him 
being preſent, to whom he recommended his Chil 
dren, and the Revenge he deſir d till his laſt Gaſp. 
He never would ſuffer any Cloth, or other Thing on 
the Wound; but if any was laid on, he pull d it off, 


_ wiſhing for Death. Four Hours after he was dead, | 


Cortes look'd out from the Top of the Houſe, made a 
Signal for a Ceſſation, deſiring to ſpeak to the Com- 
manders, and told them, © They had ill requited ,their 
c Sovereign, having killd him with a Stone, but 
1 that he had rather dy'd of Vexation than of the 

Wound; that he would deliver him up, to be bu- 
« ry'd according to their Manner, bidding them not 
ce contend any longer, for that God, who was juſt, 
* would deftroy that City by his Hands.” They 
anſwer d, They had a Commander, and would have 
5 rio more to do with Ae rum dead or alive, with 
orher eh ald en Expreſlhons. Carre rurn'd his back 
r $0 upon 
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upon them, and order'd thoſe great Men that had at- 
tended him, to carry out the Body, that they might 
ſee he dy'd of the Blow of the Stone. As ſoon as 
our of the Houſe, an Indian richly clad ran up to him, 


making ugly Faces, without ſpeaking, as if he had ask d 


what Body that was, and being told it was Motexu- 
mas, he made Signs to have it carry'd back to the 


! Spaniards, and then ran to his own Party. Thoſe that 


carry d him, vaniſh'd on a ſudden, and the Spaniards 
heard no more of him, but ſuppos d he had been bury d 
in the Wood of Chapultepeque, becauſe great Lamenta- 


tion was heard there. 


Motezuma was Son and Grandſon of the Kings of 
Mexico, and tho? they were all very brave, he exceed- 
ed them, enlarging the Empire, and maintaining it 
in much Proſperity. He was very generous, mode- 
rate in eating, had many Wives, whom he made uſe 
of in a temperate Manner, maintain'd them well, and 
gave them much Honour. He was a Lover of Juſ- 


tice, 3 none, tho' it were his own Son; very 


devout and nice in his Religion; wiſe in Peace, or 
War; grave and ſevere, gain d nine Victories, went 
abroad with a numerous Attendance, and the People 
were glad to ſee him; was ſerv d with much Grandeur 
and Ceremony, and lov'd the Spaniards, at leaſt to out- 
ward Appearance. Soon after the Body was carry'd 

away, Cortes ſaid to his Commanders, that ſince it was 
reaſonable he ſhould be bury'd as became fo great a 
King, and that a Succeſſor thould be choſen, it was fit 
there ſhould be a Ceſſation, whilſt thoſe two great 
Affairs were carrying on, becauſe he would willingly 
be preſent at the Funeral, and that for his Sake he had 
not done them more Harm. They anſwer'd; that he 


ſhould not talk of thoſe Things, butbe gone with many 


more rude Expreſſions, deſigning to entrap him as he was 
Marching out, and thus the Conference ended. 
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CHAP. ww 


Cortes reſolves to depart out of Mexico; 
how deſperately he was forc'd to fight 
his Way through; the Victory he gain d 

in the Field of Otumba; his Reception 

a4 t Tlaſcala. 8 


ORTE being convinc'd that there was no 
( Safety but in 5 own Bravery, march'd out 
with three Mantlets, or cover'd Galleries, the beſt that 
had been made, upon Wheels. Each of them con- 
tain'd thirty Men, and had Planks over it three Fin- 
gers thick. The firſt went along the Street of Tacu- 
ba, which is the greateſt in the City. The Frdians 
at firſt much admir'd thoſe Engines, and the other two 
were carry'd through other Streets, follow'd by Corres, 
with all the Spaziards, and three thouſand Tlaſcallans. 
They began to apply Scaling Ladders to the lower Hou- 
ſes from thoſe Galleries, and went up, fo that allſeem'd 
to go well at firſt ; but ſuch a Multitude of Indians 
came on, and there was ſuch a Shower of Stones, 
ſome of them of half an Hundred Weight, that thoſe 
who were in the Engines ſuffer'd, and the Planks 
were broken. Tho' they had thrown Stones at other 
Times, it was never in ſuch à deſperate Manner as now, 
and the ep not being able to make any Advan- 
tage of their Cannon, or Muskets, were oblig'd to re- 
tire as if they had fled, one of them being kill d. and 
many wounded, and the Mexicans much puff d up 
with this Succeſs, Tho” the Tiaſcallans at other Times 

always us d to anſwer any Bravadoes they made, this 
a bf: EE 
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Time they were ſilent, ſeeing the bad Condition they 


were in; and Cortes tho much concern'd, and repent- 
ing that he had not gone away when he might, ſtill 
comforted and encourag'd his Men; and conſideri 


that Hunger prefs'd very hard, and his Condition was 


very deſperate, he again call'd to the Mexican Comman- 
ders, and told them, „It was ill done to abuſe their 


« Gueſts, that they ſhould forbear proceeding any far- 
ce ther, or he would do them all the Harm he could, 


and that they ſhould take Notice chat the Tlaſcallars 
« courted their Friendſhip to make uſe of it againſt 


ce them.” They anſwer'd, That they knew them 


ce to be no Gods, but mortal Men, Uſurpers of what 


* belong d to others, that they prevail d by the Ad- 


c vantage of their Weapons, but that ſtill they were 
«« themſelves ſo numerous, that they would deſtro 


„ them.“ Cortes then conſidering the Rage of the | 


Enemy, that Hunger pinch d, and Ammunition be- 
gan to fall ſhort, advis d with his Officers, and a Sol- 
dier of Note, call'd Botello, who had told him ſeveral 
Things which afterwards came to paſs, about march- 
ing out privately that Night, becauſe the Iadiaus were 
not wont to fight by Night. Some approv'd,' and 
ſome oppos d it, thinking that the Bridges being bro- 
ken, and the Night very dark, the Attempt would be 


extraordinary hazardous. Botello, who had gain'd Cre- 


dit with Cortes, having before told him, that if he 


_ fought Narvaez in the Night, he ſhould: vanquiſh 
him, now affirm'd, That they ought to depart, tho? 
he foretold them that himſelf or his Brother ſhould be 
: Kill d, and ſome of that Company, but that the Gene- 
ral, and many more would ſave themſelves; but not a 


Man would eſcape if they attempted to march out by 
Day. Several Conſultations were held, and in Con- 
cluſion, being ſenſible of the Diſtreſs they were in, 
it was reſolv d to march, and depend upon their own 
Valour. They arm'd, and Cortes gave Leave for every 
Hh | | | Man 
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Man to take as much of the Treaſure as he would, 
vhich prov d the Deſtruction of many, for thoſe that 
took leaſt eſcap'd beſt. | 

. » Cortes provided a Bridge to be carry'd with him, 


knowing that thoſe of the City were broken. Sando-—- 


val, and Antony de Quinones, with two hundred Foot 
and twenty Horſe led the Van; Alvarado, Olid, Ordas, 

and Yelaſquez brought up the Rear. The Bridge was 
carry d by fifty Men, under the Command of Ca 
tain AMagarino, all of them choſen, and ſworn to die 


rather than forſake it; and had they carry d three Brid- 


ges inſtead of one, few of them had periſh'd. They 
took along with them a Son, a Daughter, and a Bro- 
ther of Motex uma, and ſome of the great Men they 
had in Cuſtody, deſigning to make uſe of them to- 
wards recovering of the City. He choſe for himſelf 
one hundred try'd Soldiers, to relieve where the great- 
eſt Want might be. The Horſemen took up the ſick 


and wounded behind them, and thus they march'd out 


in ſilent Manner, without being obſerv'd till Magarino 
laid the Bridge over the firſt Breach. The Guards 
there heard him, threw Abundance of Firebrands, gave 
the Alarm, and many Indians drew together in a Mo- 
ment, having no Armour to put on, He fought deſ- 
perately, ſlew many, fix d the Bridge, and both the 
Spaniards, and the Confederate Indians paſsd it. In 
the meantime a vaſt Number of Mexicans had repair'd 
0 the other Bridges. Magarino labour d to take 

his Panton, and could not, becauſe it was too much 
ſettled, and the Enemies charg'd him in Canoes, and 
by Land, wounding many of his fifty Men. There 
was a hideous Cry of, Kill the Chriſtian Dogs. They 
came to the ſecond Breach in the Street of Tacuba, 
which had only three, whereas in that of Yzrapalaps 
there were ſeven. There was no more of the Bridge 
but only one Beam, and that not very broad, fo that 
the Horſe could not paſs along it, and the Power - 
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the Enemy charging, there was a miſerable Slaughter 
of Spaniards, and they made ſuch Havock among the 
Mexicans, that the Breach was fill d up with their Bo- 
dies. Cortes was not idle, for he bravely play'd the 
Part of a Soldier, and of a Commander. Making an 
Eſſay, he found a Ford on one ſide of that Breach 5 + 
paſs'd over with the Water up to his Saddle Skirts, 
where the Horſe and ſome of the Foot paſs d. He 
return'd into the Water, and Fighting there, gave 
many of the Foot the opportunity to pals along the 
Beam, ſeveral Spaniards being left behind kill'd and 
' drowned. Being come to the third Breach, where 
Sandoval was already engag d, he turn'd to Cortes, and 
told him, there was no great Number of Iadiaus 10 
defend that Paſs, but that his Men were diſheartned, 
and it was requiſite he ſhould encourage them by his 
Preſence. The Van paſs'd over, which he left under 
the Command of John Xaramillo, and went back to 
ſee how it was with Alvarado in the Rear. Olid met 
him, and faid Alvarado was in Danger; he got over 
the Breach Fighting, found Aluarado, and having aſ- 
ſur'd him, that though many had been kill'd, the li- 
ving were got over, they went on. It was dreadful 
to behold the Diſtreſs they were in at this Paſs, and 
pitiful to hear the Spaniards cry, Here, Here, Help, 
Help, in the dark Night. Thoſe that periſh'd in the 
Water cry'd, God be with me, Mercy Lord. The 
Mexicans roard, Kill, Kill, Thus there was nothing 
but Cries, Confuſion, Wounds, Death, Seizing, Dread, 
Anguiſh, and Groans. The Fight was now. altoge- 
ther at the laſt Bridge, and Cortes having ſtay'd be- 
hind, to bring off his Men, hearing the Noiſe, haſted 
thither with five Horſemen, ſaw all in Confufion, and 
deſperate, many kill'd, drowned, and taken, heard 
dreadful Lamentations of thoſe that were dying, and 
though ſome fought, there was no Order. He fought 
undauntedly, encourag'd, and drew together his Men. 
Vor. III. * Alvarado, 
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Alvarado, who was in the Rear, and charg'd home, { | : 


ſtood ir out manfully, never omitting to encourage his 


Soldiers to follow cloſe, and acted as well as com- 


manded. There was now no Way but over dea 

Bodies, nothing to be heard bur diſmal Cries ; the 
Number of the Enemies encreaſing, as did their Fury, 
Shouts, and Rage, conſidering that there was nothing 


more to be done, that no Remedy ſeem'd to be left 


but Death, and no Paſſage but through the Water, 
where it was impoſſible to avoid being drowned, kill'd, 
or taken by thoſe that were in the Canoes, being an 
infinite Number, by the help of his Spear he leapd 
over the Water, to the great Admiration of all that 
beheld it, as well Spaniards as [ndians. - Many try'd to 
follow his Example, but not one reach'd the other 
fide ; ſome of them were drowned, and others with 
much Difficulty got out of the Water. From that 
Time he was call'd Alvarado the Leaper, and the Place 
had the Name of Avarado's Leap, becauſe the Breach 
or Trench was ſo wide, that all that beheld admir'd 


it, and they are aſtoniſh'd that ſee it at this Day. 


He was Born at Badajoz, being the Son of the Com- 
mendary of Lobou. | | 


IN this toilſome manner the Spaniards made their 


Way to the Continent, leaving behind one hundred 
and fifty Men Kkill'd, and forty taken, who were all 


| facrific'd, and one hundred that return'd to the Tower 


of the Temple, where they held out three Days, and 
ſurrendering for Want of Proviſions, had the ſame 
End. The Baggage, Artillery, and all they had was 


loſt. They that took leaſt Gold, and were lighteſt, 


fought and eſcap'd beſt. All the Priſoners, forty- ſix 
Horſes, and four thouſand Confederate Indians were 
miſſing. Cortes could not forbear ſhedding Tears for 
ſo great a Loſs. He calPd ro Mind, how much he 


| hiderrd in not viſiting Morezuma, when he return'd 
to Mexico, his not departing, when he might have 
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done it with Safety, and giving up the Treaſure, which 


had been the Occalion of ſo much Miſchief. He re- 


flected on the Turns of Fortune, lamented the Death 
of his Friends, and having ſo few Men, without 


knowing w hither to 2 being deſtitute of Proviſions 
'C 


and Succour ; but 


ring up. his Prayers to God, he 
rally d, and order'd what Men he had, to the Num- 
ber of about five hundred Foot, and twenty- ſix Horſe- 


men. He enquir d after Martin Lopez, and was glad 


to hear he was there, and that he had not loſt Jerome 


de Aguilar, nor Marina, the two Interpreters. The 
Enemies ſtill purſuing the Forces, in good Order 
march to Tacnba, where a Spaniard got up into a 
Cherry-Tres, and ſtay d there till he ſaw the Indians re- 


tun from purſuing Cortes, he ran into a Field of Indian 


Wheat; and there found anather, who both went a- 
way ſafe to the reſt, and reported that thoſe who re- 
tum'd ſeem'd to be twenty thouſand. The Fight con- 
tinu'd till they came to Tarwba, ſtill by Night, the 


Inhabitants ef which Place did Cortes no harm, of 


which the Aexicaus comphaim d, ſtill following the 


Chace, he going before, and the Rear following by 


the Track of the dead. Being come to a Break, they 
were hard fet, and Cortes returning back encourag d 
them by his Preſence, the Enemy ſtill preſſing on 
tbem. A. Spaniard had three thouſand Pieces of Eight 
in Gold, and ſaid, Sir, What ſhall I do with this, for I 


am nat able te go? Cortes anſwer'd, The Devil rake 
the Geld, i it muſt coſt yaw your Life. The Man 
threw. it away, and got off ſafe. The Sun was up, 


when they came to a little Femple, with a Tower on 
an Eminence, all the Ground about being plain, where 
the Horſemen with their Spears kill'd many Fndians. 
Here Gonz.als Dominguez; 3 dextrous and brave Man 


ſignaliz d hinſel Much harm was done to the ZI» 
diam fra the Top of the Tower, which made them 
nos preſs on ſo boldly,”  Grtes halted, 10 fee whether 
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the Spaniards that had ſtay*d in the Corn Fields would 
come up, they came accordingly; and one Sopuerta 
thar had many Arrows ſticking in him; and eſcap'd 
by feigning himſelf dead. This Temple they then 
call'd of Victory, and afterwards Our Lady of Reareſs. 
It was thought the Indians might have done more Exe- 
cution, had they not ſtay d to plunder the dead, and 
the great Men to bewail Motexuma 's Children, whom 
they found dead by the way. The Spaniards reſted 
rhemſelves in that Temple, and at Night made Fire, 


with above four Cart Loads of Darts, and Arrows; 
that had been caſt and thor in the Attack of it. After 


Midnight, Cortes reſolv'd to march towards Tlaſcala, 
with leſs than four hundred Spaniards, ſix hundred 
Confederate Indians, and twenty-three Horſes. He 
appointed eight Captains, gave the Van to James de 
Ordas, and took Charge of the Rear himſelf, placing 
the wounded Men in the Center, again lamenting his 
Misfortune. He gave Orders that no Man ſhould 
quit his Rank, march'd without Beat of Drum, a 
T laſcallan leading the way by gueſs, for he knew it 
not well. 3 . 
Wurx they had advanc'd half a League, they 
were diſcover'd, the Mexicans charg'd, and fought all 
the Way for two Leagues farther, till they came to 
another Temple, with a good Tower. Five Horſe- 
men met with a great Ambuſh of Indians, and think- 
ing that had been their main Body fled, till finding 
their Miſtake, they return'd, join'd the reſt, and all 
charg'd, and fought. - In that Temple they reſted till 
it was Day, when they fet out for Tecopatlan, a large 
Town, along a ſtony Way, and call'd it de los Patos, 
or of Geeſe, becauſe there were many. The Inhabi- 


. tants fled, they reſted there two Days, becauſe they 
found Proviſions, and proceeded on their Way to 
7." .Tlaſcala, through a Country well inhabited, much 

e by the Indiam, and Hunger, for they ſed on 
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Herbs, and one Spauiard being near ſtarving, ripp'd 
open a dead Man, and eat his Liver ; for which Cortes 
order d him to be Hang'd, but it was not done be- 
cauſe many interceded. James de Ordat found a great | 

raw 


Multitude of Indians in a Break, halted a little to 


up his Men, the others thought he had done it for 
Fear, a brave Spaniard ſnatclyd the Colours from Bara- 


bona, and cry'd Santiago, that is, St. James, and fall 


on, let thoſe that can follow me; which they all did, be- 
ing then ſo us'd to Fight, that they exposd themſelves 
to the Arrows without any Fear. They kilfd many 


Indians, the reſt fled, and the Way was left open for 


the Rear. The Indians follow'd through the Plain, 
and a Soldier, whoſe Name was Hernatido Alonſo, be- 


ing Hungry, ſtepp'd eight Paces aſide ro eat ſome 
- Cherries. Alonſo de Avila darted a Spear at him, and 


wounded his Arm, ſo that he was Lam'd. This Se- 
verity was requiſite for the Preſervation of them all, 
becauſe as ſoon as the Indians laid hold of one, they 
facrific'd him. Hunger pinch'd, there was nothing to 
eat, but Sorrel, Cherries, and the Reeds of Indian 
Wheat, which was dreadful, and the greateſt Pity was 
for the Sick. They lay at Night in a ſmall Town, 
and Martin de Gamboa's Horſe being kill'd, as he fought 
bravely, they eat him for Suppery Cortes being dar ie 
at the dividing of him, the Head falling to the Share 


of ſeven or eight, who feaſted on it. Here four Spa- 


niards came up, who had ſtay'd behind, being quite 
ſpent with Hunger among the many Cherry-Trees there 
were in the Way. The Tlaſcallans bore it with won- 


derful Reſolution, and it was remarkable to ſee how 


they behav'd themſelves in Dangers ; in this Retreat 
they begg'd the Aſſiſtance of God, proſtrating them- 
ſelves on the Ground, biting the Earth, tearing up the 
Graſs, and lifting up their Eyes to Heayen, faid, O 
ye Gods, do not forſake us in this Danger, ſince = 


of > 


* 


78 The HIS TO Rx of America. 


have Power over all Men, grant that by your Aſſiſt- 
ance we may get out of it. a, . 
Tu Sauardt march'd the next Morning out of 
the little Town, the Indians N 25 0 purſuing, and 
preſſing upon the Spears and Swords. When they 
came into a ſpacious Plain, a voy large Indian, extra- 
ordinary Gay, with Plumes of Feathers, a Target, 
and a wooden Sword, challeng'd any one Spaniard, 
Alonſo de Ojeda went out towards him, aud after him 
hn Cortes, à Black Slave belonging to the General; 
ut the Indian would not ſtay, either becauſe they 
were two, or elſe to draw them into ſome Ambuſh. 
When the Mexicans had ſacrificd the Chriſtians they 
Bad in their City, an infinite Number of them march'd 
out well arm' d, and accouter'd, and above two hun- 
dred thouſand of them joining in the Fields of Otumbus 
where the Spaniards then were, attack d them with an 
hideous Noiſe of their Shouts, and muſical Inſtru- 
rents, and being all clad in White, the Field look'd 


a$ if it had been cover'd with Snow. This Time the 
Spariards gave themſelves for loft, and the boldeſt a- 
mong them own'd it. Corres drawing them together, 
made a Speech, putting them in Mind of their Duty 
ypon that Occaſion, to ſhow they were Chriſtians 
that fought againſt Tnfidels, aſſuring them of the Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance. . Then he drew them up, poſted the 
Horſes, and order'd that, if they ſhould be forc'd to 
retire, every one ſhould carry a ſick or wounded Man, 
and then the Barbarians beginning to encompaſs the 
Chriſtians, a, moſt bloody Battle was begun, the Judi= 
ans ruſhing, in upon the Spaniards, without Fear of 
Death. Cortes with a Wound in one Hand, and ano- 
ther by a Blow of a Stone on his Head, went from 
Place to Place fighting with much Bravery. His 
Horſe being there hurt in the Mouth, and Cortes a- 
lighting 1 take avorher, be broke loole, and did much, | 
. | | Uchie 
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Miſchief among the Indians, kicking and biting. Two 
. Spaniards brought him off, for fear he ſhould be ſhor, 

ugh he had ſeveral Wounds on his Neck and But- 
tocks. The Indians preſs'd ſo hard, that the Horſe- 
men not being able to ſtand their Ground, drew cloſe 
to the Foot, ſo that they fought in a Heap, looking 
upon themſelves as loft, though the Officers perform'd 
their Duty to a wonder, and Cortes was every where, 
giving the neceſſary Orders. He obſerv'd, that a 
great Man was carry'd on a Bier, #fluing his Orders, 
richly clad, with Plumes of Feathers, and a gilt Tar- 

t, and that the Royal Badge, or Standard, which 
ck up at his Back, was a Gold Net riſing ten 
Spans, and that about him there was a great Number 
of prime Perſons, richly clad. He refolv'd to hazard 
- himſelf, to attack that Man, and accordingly ruſh'd 
in among the /ndiavs. Fohn de Salamanca follow'd him 
on a cream-colour'd Mare. As he went he wounded 
many with his Spear, ſtruck ſuch as came near with 
his Stirrups, came up to that great Man, wounded, 
and beat him down, John de Salamanca alighted, cut 
off his Head, and took away his Standard. This prov'd 
ſo advantageous, that the ndians ſeeing the Standard 
beaten down, began to retire, and the chiefeſt of them 
carry'd off their General's Body with much Lamen- 
tation, which was none of the leaſt happy Adventures 
Cortes met with in the Courſe of his Life. The Spa- 
niards made the beſt of their Victory, and it was 
thought they kill'd twenty thouſand. Much Wealth 
was gain'd by the Plunder after this Battle, which was 
extraordinary remarkable, and look'd upon to have 
been gain'd, under God, by the Valour of Cortes. 
The Plumes, and Enſigns that were taken, the Spani- 
ards afterwards diſtributed at Tlaſcala. Here an Indian 
ſignaliz'd himſelf, being one of Mavxiſcatæ in's Cap- 
tains, who was afterwards call d Don Antonio Calmeca» 
hica, dy'd afterwards at 130 Years of Age, and al- 
| 5 | ways 
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ways gave a good Account of this Action, having 
— 2 of 3 Men in this Retreee. 

Tuk Spaniards rejoicing at this Victory, tho' tir d 
and hungry, made to a great Houſe they ſpy d in a 
Plain, no Indians then diſturbing them, unleſs it were 
with Cries from the Mountains. There they ſtay'd 
that Night, and as ſoon as it was Day adyanc'd a con- 
ſiderable Way on plain Ground, then going up a 
ſmall Hill, they found a great Spring of good Water, 
where they halted, and refreſh'd themſelves, for till 
then they had very little, and not good. They came 
to Gualipa, a Town of two thouſand Houſes, belong - 
ing to the Republick of Tlaſcala. The People of 
that Place went out to receive them, ſhowing extra- 
ordinary Compaſſion for their Sufferings ; the Women 
wer at the Sight of them, and they were careſs'd, 
and ſupply'd with all Neceſſaries in a moſt affectionate 
Manner. Cortes bleſs'd God, for that being routed 
and flying, he found ſuch Entertainment among Infi- 
dels.. Thoſe People ask'd, Why they would not be- 
lieve them, when they always told them they ſhould 
not truſt the Mexicans, who were treacherous? That 
Day in the Afternoon came to them Maxiſcatxin, and 
another Lord, who was Governour of Guaxocingo, 
and when chriſtned call'd Don John Xuarez, and many 
others, as did young Acotencatl, but this laſt did it 
only in a Compliment. They brought much Proviſi- 
on. Cortes receiv d them with Joy, but they were 
amaz'd to ſee him and ſo many others wounded, and 
ſhatter d. Maxiſcatzin in that Aſtoniſhment deliver'd 
himſelf very elegantly, ſaying, That ſince his Valour 
was ſufficient to withſtand all the Mexican Empire, 
there had been ſome Treachery in the Caſe ; comfort- 
ing, and bidding him be eaſy, for ſince he was alive 
he might revenge that Injury, being among the Tlaſ- 
callans his ſincere Friends, who he promis'd would 
aſſiſt him with all. their Power, All the other Lords 


gave 
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gave the ſame Aſſurances, and Cortes returning Thanks 
in moſt courteous Manner, producing the Mexican 


Generabs Standard and Arms deliver'd the ſame to him, 


and gave the reſt much of the Booty taken at the 
Battle of Orumba. The other Commanders and Soldi- 
ers, following the Example of Corres, diſtributed abun- 


dance of the Booty they had gain'd in that Fight, 


which was very acceptable, as being Mexican Trophies. 
Here Cortes was inform'd, that about twelve Days be- 
fore Fohn Faſte, and Morla, wich about thirty. Spani- 
ards, had ſet out from Gaalipa, carrying Cortess Equi- 

e to Mexico, and that tho' they fought well, 5 
were all killd by the Mexican Garriſons, together 
with one of Maxiſcatæ ins Sons, whom he ſent along 


with them. This was afterwards verify'd, for they 


found cut on a Tree, T his Way paſi'd the unfortumate 
John Juſte, and his unhappy Companions, being reduc'd 
10 ſuch Want, that he gave a Wedge of Gold weighing 
eight hundred Pieces of Eight for a few little Cakes of 
Indian Wheat. Thence they proceeded to Tlaſcala, 
and the Country being populous, the Roads ſwarm'd 
wich the Inhabitants coming out to ſee them. The 


Magiſtrates met Cortes, with above two hundred thou- 
| find 


Men in good Order. The Women and. Chil- 
dren went foremoſt, and wept as ſoon as they ſaw the 
Spaniards, curſing the treacherous Mexicans. Next 
came the Citizens, and receiv'd them in moſt loving 
Manner. The Lords of the four Quarters took Cortes 
into the Middle of them, there was much Muſick ar 
the Entrance into the City, he was quarter d in AMavi- 
ſcat in s Houſe, who made him a great Entertainment, 
and in his Court there was much Dancing and Re- 
joycing. All the Men were very well quarter d. 
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CHAP. IV. 
Moſt of the Spaniards require Cortes to go 
away to the Sea Coaſt; an Embaſſy from 
the Mexicans to the Tlaſcallans; Cortes 
makes War on Tepeaca ; founds the Co- 
lony of Segura de la Frontera, and af- 


plies himſelf to reduce the Parts about 
Tlaſcala. 


AT Tliſcala, Cortes found Captain John Paez, 
hom he had left there with eighty Spaui. 
ards, and was glad to hear, that he had been well 
us d. He aſſur d him that Maxiſcatzin was his rel 
Friend, and that young Mcotencatl hated him: When 
he underſtood, that Maxiſcatæin had offer'd Pars 
one hundred thoufand Men to march with the eigh- 
ty Spaniards to his Relief; conſidering how much Ser- 
vice that Succour might have done him, though Paz 
excus'd himſelf, alledging, that he had obſerv d his Or- 
ders, and knew him to be 4 ſevere Commander; he 
check'd, and gave him ſome hard Words, calling him 
Coward, 3 of the Degree of a Captain, and 
adding, he deſerv'd to be hang'd; for that brave Com- 
manders in fuch Perils, are not to adhere literally to 
their Orders, but to relieve where the Diſtreſs'is great- 
eſt. Ojeda was the Perſon that 'entertain'd the greateſt 
Friendſhip with the Tlaſcallaus, and brought Proviſi- 
ons from the Country Towns. Some ſaid to him, 
« Why came you hither to devour our Subſtance; 
« 0 your way; you came in a wretched Condition 
ce from Mexico, being turn d out like cowardly Wo- 
„men, 
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< men, and more to this Effet.” He gave them 


| good Words, and all was huſh'd. Cortes was much 


concern d at it, tho he took no Notice, but being 


inform'd that Aicoiencatl was the Occaſion of it, he 
acquainted Maxiſbatxin, who ſaid, that whilſt he liv'd, - 
no Man ſhould preſume to affront him, and yer he 
kept himſelf upon his Guard. A Numneſs ſeiz d his 


Head, occaſion'd by his Wound, and follow'd by a 
violent Fever, he was in much Danger, but it pleas d 


God that being well taken care of he recover d. Whilſt 
his Diſtemper held him, thoſe few Spaniards he had, 
having ſuffer d ſo much, and hearing ſome Words from 


the Indians like thoſe Ojeda had reported, mutter'd, 
that they would return to the Sea Coaſt, alledging, 


that Cortes's Contrivances to return to Mexico would 

be their Ruin, and that they were fatning to be ſacri- 
fic'd and eaten, as the Indiaus deſign d. Few being of 
the contrary Opinion, the greater Number with a 


Notary 1 requir'd Cortes to go away to Vera 


| Craz, to avoid the Dangers that threatned, entering 
their Proteſtation as to all evil Conſequences. Cortes 


anſwer'd with much Gravity, and Calmneſs. - In the 


| firſt Place he extoll'd their paſt Actions, put them in 


mind of the Victories they had obtain'd, and the an- 
tient Valour of the Spaniſh Nation; blam d their Faint- 
heartedneſs, for that having made the World ring with 
the Fame of their Exploits, they ſhould then flinch, 
which would turn to their Shame. He promis d them 
much Wealth, good Fortune and Proſperity ; diſpel'd 
the Fear they had conceiv'd of the Tlaſcallars; ſaid, 
he would try their Friendſhip by making War on the 
Tepearans, who had lately ſlain ſeveral Spaniards ; he 
put them in Mind, that all he had ſaid to them had 
proved true, that he had perform'd all he pramis'd, 
ad that in caſe the Affair of Tepeaca did not ſucceed, 
he would find ſome proper Expedient for them to re- 
wp with Honour to Vera = This appeas'd Jo__ 
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for the preſent, but he had ſeveral Conſultations with 
the Chief Commanders, about depending on the 774, 
callaus, ſome affirming, that there was no truſting of 
them, ſo that if they took a ſmall Number of them 
the War could not be carry d on, and if they had 
many it was dangerous. Others argu'd, that the En- 


mity between thoſe. two Nations was well known, as | 


were the Advantages the Traſcallaus reap'd by the War 
with the Culuas, for which Reaſon their Fidelity was 
not to be call d in Queſtion, Cortes having marurely 
weigh d this Affair, and made ſome Enquiry into the 
Matter, adher'd to this Advice, which made him be- 
lieve, that his good Fortune would not forſake him 


in this Enterprize, but ever prove favourable. 


\ Taz Mexican having offer d up their Sacrifices re- 
turn'd Thanks to their Gods, repair'd their City, and 
underſtanding how well the Spaniards had been re- 
ceiv'd in Tlaſcala, reſolvd to ſend fix Men of Note 
Embaſſadors thither, with a Preſent of Cloth, Fes- 
therworks, and Salt, which were the Things thoſe 
People wanted moſt.. Notice being given of their 
Coming, they were met as uſual, and the Council be- 
ing aſſembled to hear them, the eldeſt deliver'd his 


Preſent and faid, < That as they were Relations, - ſpoke 
the ſame Language, and obferv'd the ſame Religion, 


c jt would be convenient to put an end to the long 
« Wars that had been between them, and that they 


“ ſhould partake of thoſe Things wherein the Mexi. 


& can Empire abounded, and they wanted, beſides 
other Advantages that would accrue by Peace; and 
& therefore, in order to bring that to paſs, it was pro- 
per they ſhould facrifice thoſe few Chriſtians, at 
hom their Gods were offended for many Reaſons, 
<<, and;who would inſult them in the fame Manner, if 
e they did not look to themſelves; for which Reaſon 
“ rhey.ought to make Satisfaction to their Gods, and 
c Jain; in Alliance with the Alerirau which the) 


would 
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k «« would ſoon find to turn to their Advantage. The 

6 Preſent was receiv d, and they ſaid, they would conſi- 

f der of it. When the Embaſſadors were withdrawn, 

n their Propoſal was debated. Aicotencati and others ſpoke 

d up for the Confederacy, aſſerting, that it was better 

1 to maintain their antient Cuſtoms, with thoſe of their 

a5 own Nation, than to learn new from a ſtrange fierce i 
x | People, who would command in all Places. Adaxiſcat- 2 
25 in defending the Spaniards, advis'd to be Friends with | 
ly them, alledging, the Fidelity and Honour, due to [ 
he _ Gueſts, He extoll'd their Valour, aſſuring them by | 
e. Means of it of the fame Advantages the Mexicans pro- 1 
m pos d, and particularly inſiſted, 3 Friendſhip of $ 

the Spaziards ought not to be ſlighted, for as much as | 

6 it might contribute to enlarge the Nominions of their | 
nd Commonwealth, which they could nor expect fram the 1 
e Mexicans, whoſe Ambition and Perfidiouſneſs was well | 
te known; beſides that if once the Spaniards were expell d, 

Ne no Queſtion was to be made, but that they would be 

le greater Enemies to them than before, tho it were on- 
er ly for having entertain'd them in Tlaſcala. ANicotencatl b/ 
X- ft obſtinately inſi ſted that the Mexicans ſhould be 1 
his comply'd with, alledging, that the Spaniards were ill 1 
ke Men, and both Sides contradicting one another, it came 3 
* to ſuch a Height, that Maxiſcat in gave Xicatencatl a * 
ng Thruſt, to check his Inſolence, and threw him down 

ey ſome Steps, telling him, he was wicked, and a Tray- 

vi tor to his Country. The Ae xicans return d home 5 
de without any other Anſwer, and af te what had 
nd hapned. Cortes being immediately informed of all theſe | 
- Particulars, return'd Thanks to Maxiſcarzin, pro- 

at miſing he would endeavour to make good all he had ; 
05 in his Name declar'd ro the Republick. . __ 
if Ncaotencael being fatisfy*d that Cortes would be ac- 
ſon quainted with what had been done in the Council, g 
and went to him, and ſaid, He had try'd all Ways to gain 
i Honour by oppoſing him, but that ſince the * 
| . * 5 a : 
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had made him invincible, he begg'd he would take 
him into his Favour, offering bis Perſon, and defiring 
he would make Tryal of him in carrying on the War 
againſt Tepeaca, Acazingo, and Quechula, ſince they 
had offended him, breaking the Friendſhip contracted 
with him, and their plighted Faith, going over to the 
Culuas, and killing the Spaniards that were marching 
through their Country ; beſides that to make Waron 
Mexico, as he intended, it was proper firſt to take 
off their Confederates, and begin with Tepeaca. Cor- 
tes embrac'd him, returning Thanks for his good 
Will, and promiſing to take ſuch Meaſures for the Ser- 
vice of the Republick, that it ſhould be reveng'd of 
all its Enemies. Fifty Days were now paſs'd ſince 
Cortes s Arrival at Tlaſcala, after his Return from 
Mexico, and Xicotencatl preſs d him daily, ſaying, the 
Men were ready whenſoever he ſhould think fit. Tho 
Cortes had more need to attend his Cure, than to enter 
upon freſh Fatigues ſo ſoon, for fear of loſing fo fa- 
vourable an Opportunity, underſtanding that the Te- 
acans, and the Mexican Forces with them, had ſe- 
cur'd all the Paſſes that led to the Sea; he ſent Meſ- 
ſengers to the Tepeacans, and to the other Towns, de- 
firing them to quit the Friendſhip of the Mexicans, 
and to embrace that of the Tlaſcallaus, and he would 
forgive them the Injury done him in breaking their 
Faith, which they had engag'd to him to be his 
Friends, when he march'd to Tlaſcala. They made 
little Account of his Offer, but rather ſcoffing at it, 
reſolv d to adhere to the Mexican. Corres ſignify'd 
the ſame to the Council of Tlaſcala, and they being 
Enemies to the Tepeacans, naturally inclin'd to War, 
and deſirous to pleaſe Cortes, who had gain'd all rhe 
prime Men, having ſent them many Preſents from 
Mexico, and doing them much Honour, and believing 
that the War would be very advantageous to their Re, 


- publick, 
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publick, offer'd to ſupply him with fifty thouſand 
Soldiers. Ec Ls N 
Cortes finding all Things ſucceed to his Mind, and 
that it was not only juſt, but neceſſary to chaſtiſe the 
Injury done by the Tepeacans, began to make ready 
for his March; but reſolv'd firſt ro ſend the King an 
Account of all that had befallen him till that Time, be- 
cauſe he had not done it ſince he ſet out from Villa 
Rica ſor Mexico, He told his Majeſty all his Suc- 
ceſſes againſt Tlaſcala, his Alliance with thoſe People, 
and others, and how faithfully they ſtood by him ; 
the Affair of Chulula; his Misfortune at Mexico, his 
Deſign to conquer the ſame, with other Particulars re- 
lating to it, ſhowing all his Diſappointments in that 
City to have been occaſion'd by Pamphilo de Narvaez, 
who could not be brought ro an Accommodarion,. for 
which Reaſon he kept him Priſoner at Vera ux. He 
demanded Men, and Horſes, theſe being the main 
Support of that War, promis d to ſubdue that vaſt Em- 
pire, with little Aſſiſtance, and without Expence to 
the Crown, for he offer'd to pay for the Horſes, 
Arms, and Ammunition that ſhould be ſent him. He 
pray d ſome Reward might be beſtow'd on Jerome de 
Apuilar, the Interpreter, who did extraordinary Ser- 
vice. He ſent away Alonſo Mendoga with this Ac- 
count, and the Value of thirty thouſand Pieces of Eight 
in Gold, and the Alcaldes and Regidores of Villa Rica, 
who were always. with Corres, writ at the ſame time. - 
Tepeaca being but eight Leagues from Tlaſcala, the 
Inhabitants knew what was coming upon them, and 
on their {ide prepar*d for War; but we muſt nor omit 
here to mention the Affair of the Spaniards thoſe Peo- 
ple deſtroy'd. The News of the great Wealth of 
New Spain being ſpread Abroad throughout the Iſlands, 
ſeveral Spaniards made their Way to Vera Crux, where 
about fifty or ſixty of them joining together, ſer out 
for Mexico by the Way of Tepeaca, at the Time that 
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Cortes was retir'd to Tlaſcala, and all the Country ha- 
ving been inform'd, that the War was declar'd againſt 


the Spaniards at Mexico, the Tepeacam reſolv'd to kill 
them and their Captain, whoſe Name was Coronado, 


which they put in Execution, and the like was done 
in other Parts, concluding that the Spaziards at Mexico 


would be all deſtroy'd, as the Mexicans every where 
reported. Cortes march'd out of Tlaſcala, with his 


Spaniards,” and {ix thouſand Indian Archers, till ſuch 


Time as the fifty thouſand 7laſcallans were rais'd to 
be under the Command of Xicorencarl, aſſiſted by 4lonſo 


de Ojeda and John Marquez, who ſpoke that Language 
tolerably. He advanc'd three Leagues, and took up 
his Quarters at Cinpancingo, whither ſo great a Multi- 
tude reſorted from the Lordſhips of Guaxocingo and 
Chulula, that it was not doubted but that . a- 


mounted to an hundred and fifty thouſand fighting Men. 


The People of Zacatepeque, a Town in Alliance with 
Tepeaca, being inform'd that the Army was marching, 


hid a great Ambuſh in the Corn Fields, and as ſoon 


as the Spaniards, and a conſiderable Number of Indian 
were paſt, fell upon them ; but they being upon their 
Guard, the Musketeers and Croſs-bow Men, with 
the Horſe, did the Enemy much Harm, though they 
were obſtructed by the Corn. The Tlaſcallans met 
with more Oppoſition, though ſupported by the Spa- 


| niards. The Battle was obſtinare, becauſe” the Corn 


hindred the Spaziards from advancing, and the Tepea- 


cans ſtill receiv'd freſh Supplies, however by mere Dint 
of Valour they were put to Flight. Ojeda rode on a 


large Horſe, and diſcoverd ſome Structures beyond 


the Corn Fields, went thither, with a conſidera- 
ble Number of 7laſcalleys, and found the ſame to be 


a ſtately Palace, which he poſſeſs d himſelf off, ard on 
the Top of it diſplay'd the Standard of the Republick 
of Tlaſcala, where a great Slaughter was made of thoſe 


that fled thither to fave themſelves. Corres ſpy'd the 


| | Standard, 
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Standard, and becauſe it grew late, repair'd to it, the 
Tlaſcalans and others carrying a great Number of Pri- 
ſoners. The Indian Allies had a good Supper that 
Night of Legs and Arms, for beſides the wooden 
Spits, the Number whereof was incredible, there 
were fifty thouſand Pots of human Fleſh boiling. 
The Spaniards fard ill three Days they continu'd in 
that Place, Water and Proviſions being ſcarce. Some 
of the Enemies Soldiers came to view the Camp, and 
ſee what was doing, and there were ſeveral notable 
Challenges between them and the 77aſcallans. | 
FROM hence Cortes ſet out for the City of Aa- 
cingo, which alſo eſpous d the Quarrel of Tepeaca, and 
all the adjacent Villages being burnt, as was thought ex- 
pedient to reduce them the ſooner, an infinite Multi- 
tude ſally d out of the City, who boldly, attack'd the 
Tiaſcallan Army, ſo that there enſu'd an obſtinate En- 
gagement, but the Tlaſcallans defeated them with 
great Slaughter, and little Damageto themſelves. They 
were purſu'd into the very City, which was found 
entirely abandon'd by the Inhabitants, and there Cor- 
tes ſtay d five Days, ſending out ſeveral Parties to 
plunder, and deſtroy the Country. After the Loſs of 
this Battle, Advice was brought that the Mexican 
Garriſons had left the Country, whereupon Corres 
thought fit, without any more Loſs of Time to ad- 
vance to Tepeaca, which Place he enter d without any 
Oppoſition, and took up his Quarters there, the Indi- 
an Allies encamping abroad becauſe they were ſo nu- 
merous. They continu d in this Place ſeveral Days, 
making Excurſions, but with Want of Proviſions, 
the Spaniards catching abundance of the little Dogs of 
that Country, as they went to feed on the dead Bo- 
dies about the Fields; which were the Food of thoſe 
Creatures. A Gentleman of Tepeaca repair'd to Cortes. 
with ſome Proviſions, perſwading him to Peace, be- 
cauſe they had no Hopes of any Succours from. Mex 
e 
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co, whither one of the three Lords of Tepeara had 
been ſent to ask for Relief, but he was never more 
heard of dead nor alive. Cortes anſwer'd, The Fault 
was all their own, for he had always offer'd it to them, 


-and lov'd Peace better than War. Hereupon the Inha- 


Cortes order'd many he had taken, to be ſold, and brand- 
ed, excepting Women and Children, dividing the 
Profits between his own Forces, and the Republick of 


bitants preſently 121 to return to the City, where 
y 


. Tiafcala, after deducting the fifth for the King. The 


Republick of Tlaſcala was highly pleas d to ſee Corres 


ſhare the Booty ſo punctually with them; beſides 
that their City was full of Slaves, Salt, Cotton, Fea- 


therworks, Jewels, and all other Things they had oc- 
8 f T; be * reduc d 
Tur City of Tepeaca bein ectl uc'd, Ma. 
#ina eatin 2 Kn n with ume 3 Women, un- 
derſtood that the Mexicans were preparing to fall upon 
the Spaniards, when they leaſt ſuf Qed it. Cortes 
feiz'd fome that were neareft about him, who he was 
inform'd knew of it, and having examin'd into the 
Affair, puniſh'd them ſeverely. The Mexicans having 
Advice, that Cortes was march'd to make War on Te- 
gratas took Care to fend Armies to ſeveral Parts, ſe- 
cure their Frontiers, perſwade their Allies to ftand by 


them, and make all poſſible Preparations, not only to de- 


fend themſelves, for that they look d upon as a Matter 
of no Difficulty,bur to offend the Spaniards; and like a 


ſubtle. People ſent the Heads of Horſes, and other 
Things they had taken, to the ſeveral Provinces the 

ſuſpected gh be inclinable to forfake their I , 
giving out that Cortes was dead, and encouraging the 


| People with the Hopes, that having no Commander, 
they would cafily make an End of all the reft. This 
Nation ſo far prevail'd with thoſe changeable People, 
that maſt af them revolted, though they had ſworn 
Obedience to the King of Span; and where-ever any 
| "Spend 
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Spaniards were, they {laughter'd them. When all Things 
were ſettled ar Tepeaca, and in the neighbouring — 
Cortes ſent ſome Commanders farther off, to reduce 
thoſe that ſtill held out, enjoining them to try all gen- 
tle and fair Means, and gave out, that he would return 
to T laſcala. The prime Men of Tepeaca then intreated 
him, that ſince they were become the King of Sam's 


Subjects, and would ſerve him faithfully, purſuant to 


the Oath they had taken, he would not forfake them, 
for that they fear d the Culuam, but in cafe he could 
not avoid going, he ſhould leave ſome Spaniards there, 
or elſe they ſhould be deſtroy'd. Corres anſwer d, 
That he would endeavour to ſatisſy them, and that 


they needed not to fear the Alexicam, for he hop'd in 


God they ſhould ſoon fee them quite diſabled ; and 
thinking. the Situation of that City very convenient 
to ſecure the Way to Villa Rica, as commanding the 
Paſſes, one of them call'd Siculchima, through which 
the Spaniards. came into thoſe Parts, and the other 
Quochula, a League and an half from Tepeaca, which 
alſo leads to Villa Rica, and all other Places next the 
Sea, and that the Province is in the midſt of the Coun- 
try, near to the Republicks of T laſcala, Guaxocingo 
and Chmulula, on which it border d, and on another 
Side with the Culuat, who being fo cloſe by, might 
occalion new Commotions there; upon all theſe Con- 
ſideratiorfs, and to pleaſe the Tepeacant, who had de- 
ſir d a Garriſon of him, he ſent for the Alcaldes and 
Regidores of the Council, who were with him, and 
told them it was convenient to ſettle a Colony there, 
for the Reaſons e all 8 = it, he 
appointed the cers, an | uilar 
to be Regidor, pete — ready —— thoſe 

deſerv'd it. He call'd this Place Segura de la Frontera, 
that is, the Security of the Frontier, becauſe-founded 


upon the aforeſaid Motives, and its lying on the Fron - 


tiers of Culua. 
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Ir hapned at this Time, that two thouſand Mei- 
cans came to the City of Guacachula, being ſent by Mo- 
texuma's Brother, who ſucceeded him in the Empire, 
with a Deſign to prevent that Lord's confederating 
with Cortes, and to obſtruct his Paſſage, in Caſe he at- 
tempted to march to Mexico, as they began to appre- 
hend. The Lord of Guacachula not able ro bear the 
Inſolences of the Mexicaus, who not ſatisfy'd with de- 
vouring what they had, took away their Wives and 
Daughters, committing many other Outrages, fent 
Meſſengers to Cortes, to beg his Aſſiſtance, which 
they did with Tears in their Eyes, affirming that he 
would do them a ſignal Favour. Cortes reſolv'd not 
to let flip fo favourable an Opportunity to encourage 

his Friends, and chaſtize the Mexicaus for the great In- 
jury he thought they had done him. Having return'd 
Thanks to the Lord of Gracachula, and aſſur'd him, 
that if he had not been ſo well advis'd, he muſt inevi- 
tably have periſh'd; the next Morning he ſent James 
de Ordas, and Alonſo de Avila with three hundred 
Spaniards, twelve Horſemen, and a Number of Tlaf- 
callans, who with the Meſſengers lay that Night at 
Chulala, and the next Day proceeded to ſome Coun- 
try Houſes of the Lordſhip of Guaxocingo, whither 
ſuch Numbers of Men reforted to them from the other 
Confederate Lordſhips, that they were amaz d, and 
ſome fancy'd it was with a treaſonable Deſign Ordas 
and Avila entertaining the ſame Notion, ſeiz'd upon 
the Commanders of Gzaxocingo, and ſent them Prifon- 
ers to Cortes, returning himſelf to Chulula to wait his 
Orders. Cortes was very much concern'd at this Ac- 
cident, being griev'd to ſee his beſt Friends confin'd. 
However he examin'd into the Matter, and finding 
no Cauſe to ſuſpe& the Priſoners, they alledging, the 
Jealouſy might ariſe from the great Number of Men 
they had drawn together, and ſaying, they would not 
cariy fo many for the future; he caus'd them * 
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ſet at Liberty, bidding them carry many more, and 


he ſhould be pleas'd with it; that they might not 
think the Spaniards had been afraid of them; then gi- 
ving them ſome | Preſents, and declaring he had been 
diſpleasd at the Uſage, he reſolv'd to go in Perſon, 
and to carry one hundred Foot, and ten Horſemen. 
When he had join d Ordas and Avila, they march'd 
on, being ſollow'd by one hundred thouſand Indians, 


He ſent to bid the Lord of Gaacachnla be careful that 


his March was kept private, to the end to ſurprize 
the Culuas, but if that could not be, that he ſhould 
take up Arms againſt them if they fled. The Secret 

was ſo well kept, that nothing was known of his 
Coming, till he was within half a Quarter of a League 
of the Enemy. They were for moving to defend 


the Entrance into the City, relying on the Aſſiſtance 


of the Inhabitants, who were immediately run to Arms, 
and therefore thoſe Parties that had march'd out re- 


turn d into the City, and Cortes arriv d with twenty 


Horſe, at the Time when the Fight began there, and 
ſome Houſes were fir'd. As ſoon as the Mexicans 
ſpy'd him they fled, many of them being kill'd, eſpe- 
cially in a great Temple, which was very ſtrong, 
where moſt of the Commanders, and abundance of 
their Men defended themſelves, and there two Gentle 


men were taken Priſoners, of whom Cortes asb'd ſeve- 


ral Queſtions; and they told, to what Intent they 
were come to Guacachula, by Order of the new King 


Fitagoaxin, Brother to Motezuma, who was reſolv'd 


his Dominions. . | 
Guacachula is ſeated in a Plain, enclos d with a Wall 
three Fathoms high, and twelve Foot broad, with a 


rather to dye, than to ſuffer any Spaniards to come into 


good Parapet, and this Wall joins to a Mountain near 


the City, which ſerves inſtead of a Wall there, as be- 
ing very ſteep. It has but two Gates, and there are 
Steps to aſcend to it. In the City there are many 
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beautiful Houſes ; many Towns are ſubject to it, and 
the Territory abounds in Paſture and Water, and it 
is cloſe to the ſnowy Mountain, call d the burning 
Mountain. There are Abundance of Orchards, the 
Soil being every where fruitful. The Inhabitants 
amounted to five or ſix thouſand Families, and had a 
great Market, as in other Cities. Cortes was inform'd 
that there were Mexican Troops in another City call'd 
|  Tencan, three Leagues from Guacachula, and that they 
_ deſign'd to fright him. He march'd thither with his 
Spaniards and Indians, who never forſook him; found 
about eight thouſand Men drawn up in the Market- 
Place, ſent them a Meſſage, which they refuſing to 
hear; he fell on, and they immediately fled, were 
urſu'd, and many ſlain. Cortes order d their Idols to 
e burnt, that they might the ſooner ſubmit ;. he then 
ſent Meſſengers to call ſome of the Lords of the Town, 
offering them Pardon, who came, excuſing themſelves, 
by alledging that the Culuas had compell'd them to re- 
volt, He told them, that if they would call the reſt, 
and bring the Inhabitants into the City, he would for- 
give them, and they came accordingly, fill'd the City, 
and ſwore Allegiance to the King of Spain. Cortes 
asd, which was the Lord of that City, they an- 
ſwer'd, they had none, becauſe when they were call d 
to Mexico to make War on the Spaziards, he dy d 
there, but that the Lordſhip appertain d to the Son 
of that dead Man, who ſaid, he would be Lord, if 
Cortes ſo order d it, and he thought fit it ſhould be ſo, 
but ſome ſaid, it did not belong to him, becauſe he 
had been begot on a Slave. Hereupon the Lord of 
Guacachula, who was preſent, ſaid, That he being mar- 
ry'd to the legitimate Daughter of the deceas d, by 
whom he had a Son, his Right was better. Corres en- 
quir d into the Truth of it, and whether that Succeſ- 
ſion was according to their Cuſtom. They all an- 
ſwei'd, it was, whereupon Cortes ordei'd. the 2 
| no 
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who was eight Years of Ape, to be produc'd, and 
they all admitred him for their Lord, with much 
Joy; and becauſe he was unfit ro govern at that Age, 
the Government was put into the Hands of him that 
firſt claim d the Lordſhip, jointly with two other 
Guacachulans, whom the Lord nam'd. This City is 
ſeated at the Foor of a great Hill, on the Top whereof 
is a large Fortreſs of ſuch ſort, that ſeveral Spaniards 
thought it ook d like Malaga, by Reafon that it was 
very ſightly without, and had many Towers; on the 
one ſide of it is a mighty River, and on the other the 
Mountain. A great Market is kept there, the Land 
is fruitful, there are Gold Mines in irs Territory, and 
the Inhabitants are about three thouſand. The News 
of this Victory being fpread abroad, many Towns 
ſent to make their Submiſſion to Corres, and thus the 
Country was reſtor'd to Peace. 


CHAP. V. 
Cortes ſecures the Road from Vera Cruz to 
Tlaſcala; Garay ſends Ships to Panuco; 
Brigantines built to conguer Mexico; a 
vc d Ming choſen there ; the Spaniſh and 
Indian Forces muſter d, they march on 
_ their Enterprize. | hin 


W HILST Corres was at Tepeaca, he ſent ſome 
Commanders to ſeveral Parts of the Province, 
to reduce the Towns that held our. One of them 
went to Tecamachalco, in the 1 n of Tepeatn, 
where the Spaniards found much to do, but at 3 
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the Natives were ſubdu'd;. and above two thouſand of 
them made Slaves, and diſtributed like the reſt, to the 
great Satisfaction of the Confederate States, which tri- 
umpbod over their Enemies, and abounded in all thoſe 
Things they had wanted before. At Tigſtebeque, whi- 
ther only eighty Spaniards were ſent, under Captain 
Salzedo, they were all Slain, through their own Heed- 
leſneſs, though they fold their Lives very dear. Cortes 
was much concern'd at this Loſs, and therefore ſent 
Fames de Ordas, and Alonſo de Avila, with a few Horſe- 
men, and about twenty thouſand Confederate Indians, 
who reveng'd that Action ſufficiently, killing and ta- 
king very many, and found that the Culuas fought re- 
ſolutely with long Pipes, the Points of them hardned 
at the Fire, like the Spaniards; however they were 
vanquiſh'd, and the Confederate Indians enrich'd, with 
the Priſoners, and much Booty of Garments, Jewels, 
Arms, and Plumes of Feathers, which they valu'd 
moſt. Cortes likewiſe ſent another Commander with a 
good Number of Forces, againſt the Town of Tecalco, 
ſtill in the Juriſdiction of Tepeaca, who found it aban- 
don d, and becauſe the Road to Vera Crux was not yet 
very ſafe, Chriſtopher de Olid and John Rodrigues de 
Villafuerte were ſent with two hundred Spaniſh Foot, 
ten Horſemen, and a Number of Indians to ſecure it, 
and with them went John Nunez Sede no, Lagos, and 
Alonſo de Mata. They found all the Country in Arms, 
endur'd much Hunger, for there was not 10 much as 
Dogs; fought ſeveral Times, and endeavour'd to take 
the Indians, that came down from the Mountains to 
the Deſert, call'd of the Lakes, to ſeize the Spaniar as 
that paſs'd along by threes and fours, many coming 
from the Iſlands, whom when they had fatned, they 
kill d driving them about their Courts by way of 
Sport with Goads, and then cutting them in Pieces, 
ſent Preſents about to their Friends, ſaying, that the 


Fleſh of thoſe Men ſo baited was delicious. * 
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forty of the moſt guilty and cruel of thoſe Indians wer 
taken, and being put into a Court to be ſlain, they 
very freely ſtripp'd themſelves, danc'd, and tnerrily 
expected Death ſinging, and recommending their Souls 
to their Gods. The News of their being executed 
ſoon ſpread through the Country, and was of uſe for 
ſuppreſſing of thoſe Robbers. As they were hunting 
for them, enduring much Hunger, a Sailor went up 
to the Top of a Mountain, whence he diſcover'd a 
Valley, with abundance of People in it, they went 
down, and took many Indians, all whom they again 
diſmiſs'd, becauſe it did not appear that they were 
guilty. There they fatisfy'd their Hunger, then re- 
turning to Tepeatd, after having ſpent thirty Days up- 
on this Expedition, there found Cortes, who was re- 
turn d from Guacachula. „ 

Brok E Cortes ſet out for Rucan, at the Inſtance 
of the Franciſcan Priers, the Boy to whom that Lord- 
ſhip had been given, was Baptiz'd, Perer de Alvarado 
being his Godfather. They took him along with 
them, and when they were at Tepeaca, being very 
melancholy, he ask'd, When he was to be facrific'd? 
The Friers made much of, and told him, That God 
never wilPd the Death of any Sinner, but that he 
ſhotild be converted, and live; that he was to under. 
ſtand, that the Spaniards were ſuppreſſing that abomi- 
nable Practice of the Indians. Then the Boy ſaid, He 

 Heartily deſir d to be a Chriſtian. Several Towns ſent 
to Cortes, affirming that they had neither kild any 
iards, nor done them any Injury, and therefore 
eſir'd to be admitted into his Favour; all whom he 
diſmiſsd very well ſatisfy d. Captain Barrientos ar- 
tiv'd here, having been ſent for to Chinantla by Cortes, 
tuch fearing left he had been kill d as well as the reſt, 
and receiv'd him with much Joy, perceiving he had 
behav'd himſelf fo diſcreetly with the Hadiaus, that 
when he took his Leave, they intreated him, with 
Vor. III. ie. Tears 
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Tears in their Eyes, not to leave them, and if he muſt 
go, that no other Commander but he ſhould come to 
them, becauſe he had aided them in the Wars they 
had with their Neighbours, and by his Conduct the 
had obtain'd many ViRories, which gain'd him "nxt 
Eſteem, and was the Reaſon why they did not kill 
him when they ſeiz d the other Spaniards that were a- 
bout the Country. The Affairs of Tepeaca being ſet- 
led, Cortes ſent away Alonſo de Mendopa, before ſpo- 
ken of, for Spain, with freſh Letters, giving the King 
an Account of all that had hapned; that one hundred 
and fifty Leagues along the Coaſt had been diſcover'd, 
and brought under Obedience, from the great River 
of Tabaſco to that of Panuco. He deſir'd to have Re- 
ligious Men, and Prieſts ſent him, to convert the In- 
dllans, and to adminiſter the Sacraments to the Spani- 
ards; as io Cattle to breed for the Relief of his 
Forces. The Council of the new Colony of Segura 
de la Fontera writ to the fame Effect, applauding Cortes, 
and praying he might be continu'd, and fupported in 
his Command. Corres ſent another Ship with Du- 
plicates of the ſame Letters to the Iſland of Hiſpauiola, 
to be ſent into Spain by the Council there, acquaint- 
ing them with all the ſame Particulars, and pray ing 
that they would for his Money ſend him Supplies of 
Ammunition, Arms, Horſes, and ſome Cattle, and 
permit ſuch as thought fit to go over to his Aſſiſtance, 
provided they were Men of Honour, and ſuch as 
might be conhded in for doing their Duty, and not 
Mutinous. | ; My | 
Cortes finding his Affairs to proſper, and reſolving to 
return to Tlaſcala, to forward the Enterprize againſt 
| Mexico, there came to him the Lord of Chinantla, 
bringing a conſiderable Preſent, whom he receiv'd in 
honourable Manner, kept him at his Table, and ſent 
him back to his Country well pleas d with fuch Gifts 
as he highly valu'd. The Spaniards of the Colony of 
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Segura de la Frontera, ſettled themſelves at Tepeaca, in 
2 Houſe that was ſtrongly ſituated, Cortes leaving Peter 
de Vizio, a diſcreet and brave Man for their Captain, 
and with him Francis de Oroſco, and all the fick Men, 
after which he ſet out for T laſcala. By the Way he 
receiv'd Advice, that after the Ships of Francis de Ga- 
ray, of which an Account has been given before, were 
return'd to Jamaica, that Gentleman reſolv'd to ſend 
| again to make a Settlement on the River of Panuco, 
which is fifty Leagues to the Weſtward of Villa Rica, 
at a Time when all the Lords of that Province were in 
Alliance with Cortes, and offer d to pay their Homage 
to the King of Spain. Accordingly Captain James 
Camargo, ſent from Famaica by the ſaid Garay, who 
ſtill infiſted upon planting a Colony there, arriv'd at 
the River of Panuco, with three Caravels, carrying one 
hundred and fifty Sea and Landmen, ſeven Horſes, 
and ſome Guns. He fail d ſeven Leagues up the Ri- 
ver, came to an Anchor near ſome Dwellings, landed 
Men, and the Natives, who by Direction of Corres, 
had made their Submiſſion to the King, having been 
order'd to uſe any Spaniards well, that ſhould happen to 
come into thoſe Parts, receiv'd them in friendly man- 
ner, and for ſome time ſupply'd them with Neceſſa- 
ries ; but afterwards, whether they grew weary of 
maintaining them, or being provok'd by them, they 
aſſembled in great Numbers, and ſent a threatning Meſ- 
ſage to Captain Camargo, who reſenting it, would have 
taken Revenge; but the Indians lying in wait at the 
Time when he was going to burn a Town, fell upon, 
and routed him, ſome of his Men making their Eſ- 
cape by Land, and others by Sea. The Caravels fail'd 
down the River, purſu'd by abundance of Canoes, till 
they were drove out of the Harbour. The ſeven 
Horſes and eighteen Foot were kill'd there. They 
left one Caravel behind, and imbark'd in ſuch Haſte 
On the other two, that they could not furniſh theme 
| O 2 ſelves 
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ſelves with Proviſions ; for which Reaſon they were 
oblig'd, a few Days after, to ſet aſhore thoſe Men that 
were beſt in Health, they chooſing rather to hazard 
their Lives on Land, than to ſtarve at Sea, and to 
proceed along the Coaſt, to ſeck out ſome of Cortes's 
Spaniards. The Natives thinking they had belong'd 
to him, conducted them fifteen or twenty Leagues, 
till they came to Naothlan, afterwards call d Almeria, 
and being well entertain'd there, they went to Villa 
Rica, which is twelve Leagues from Naothlan. The 
Caravels failing on for that Port, one of them ſunk 
four Leagues thort of it, but all the Men were fav'd 
aboard the other, the which alſo ſunk ten Days after 
in the Harbour, and it was a great Mercy that thoſe 
aboard the Ships were ſav'd, which could not have 
been, had not ſome. Proviſions been given them at 
Almeria. Cortes's Lieutenant at Ve Rica treated thoſe 
Men well, and he himſelf complain'd of Garay, as ob- 
ſtructing his Undertakings, and alarming the Coun- 
try which he had reduc'd under the King's Obedience, 
beſeeching his Majeſty to forbid the ſame, and not to 
ſuffer any other Commander to moleſt him, ſince he 
Had brought Things to ſuch a paſs for his Service, 
that much Glory would redound to God, and great 
Advantages to the Crown; but this was not then re- 
garded, the very Reverſe being order d, as ſhall be 
{cen hereafter. It h 8 
Cortes, though ſomewhat perplex d with the Di- 
ſtemper of the Small Pox, which had ſpread it ſelf all 
over the Country, and deſtroy'd very many, though 
thoſe generally eſcap'd, who took the Advice of the 
Spaniards not to bathe themſelves, nor pull off their 
Scabs, bent his Thoughts upon making the neceſſary 
Diſpoſitions for the reducing of Mexico, having a 
good Number of Spaziards (though not ſo many as 
had been convenient) ſo many Confederates, and all 
the People inclinable to follow him, and in order to 
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ing Maſter whereof it was impoſſible to gain the City 
by the Cauſways. | To this Effect he diſcours'd Adar 
tin Lopez, a Man ot great Ability and Experience, te 
ling him, that as four Brigantines had been built at 
Mexico, ſo twelve or thirteen might be built at 2272 
cala, and convey'd Piecemeal from that City to the 
Lake, which is thirteen Leagues, and having anſwer'd 
ſome Objections, becauſe he could not go himſelf to 
keep Chriſtmas-Day at T laſcala, as he had deſign'd, he 
ſeat the ſaid Lopez before, to diſpoſe all Things for 
that Work. He alſo ſent four Ships that were at Vera 
Crux, of Narvaex's Fleet, to Hiſpaniola, for Men, 
Arms, Horſes, and Ammunition, with as much Gold 
and Silver as he thought ſufficient for that uſe, and full 
Power to oblige him to the Payment if any fell ſhore. 
He writ to the ſupreme Council, or Court there, ro 
the Licenciate Roderick de Figueroa, and his Friends, 
acquainting them with the grear Succeſs God had rill 
then been pleas'd to grant him, and what he had Rea- 
ſon to expect for the future; and as Samples ſent them 
Jewels, Feather-works, Cotton Garments and Cloth, 
the Strangeneſs and Value whereof was a convincing 
Teſtimony of the Riches of that Country, which 
ſtirr d up very many to go over, though the Council 
would not grant Leave to all. Though Cortes was 
fatisfy'd, that his Allies would ſupply him, yet he 
could not but conſider, whether they would perſevere 
to the End, and how he ſhould maintain them in the 
Field, as great a Number of Men being requiſite ta 
attend the Proviſions, as to Fight, becauſe all was to 
| be carry'd on their Backs. However he took Heart 
ſeeing what a Multitude of People there was, for all 
Uſes, and how willing they appear'd to ſerve him. 
For the Lordſhip of Zempoala, beyond the P:ſſes on the 
Mountains, along the Sea Coaſt, had above an hundred 
and twenty thouſand Families in fifty Towns and Villas 
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„with the Fortreſſes and ſtrong Houſes that were 
of their Alliance. In the Republick of Tlaſcala, within 
the Paſſes, there were ſixty Lords of Vaſſals, and above 
an hundred and twenty thouſand Families ; the Lord- 
ſhip of Chulula forty thouſand ; the Provinces of Te- 
peaca, Acazingo, and Quechula eighty thouſand ; the 
Cities of Guacachula and Zucan twenty thouſand, be- 
ſides many other Towns and Lordſhips too tedious to 
mention. | FE 

Martin Lopez, coming to Tlaſcala, to attend the 
Building of the Brigantines, deliver d the Meſſage 
from Cortes to the Regency, who immediately ap- 
pointed Men to fell the Timber, and begin the Work. 
Cortes afterwards travelling to that City, it was won- 
derful to behold what Numbers of People flock'd 
from all the neighbouring Parts along the Road to look 
upon him as a triumphant Conqueror, bringing Pre- 
ſents, and deſiring he would ſet Lords over them, be- 
cauſe many dy'd of the Small-Pox ; which he, to 

leaſe them, readily did, enquiring who were the law- 
ful Heirs, and they were the more reſpected by the 
Indians, for having been choſen by him. His Recep- 
tion at Tlaſcala was moſt magnificent, with triumphal 
Arches, dancing and ſinging in Praiſe of his Victories, 
and of the Republick. In ſhort, he enter'd the City 


in triumphant manner, carrying before him the En- 
ſigns and Standards of his Enemies, the Priſoners and 


the Booty, attended by his own Forces, and an incre- 
dible Multitude of the Citizens and others that came 


out to meet him, with extraordinary Affection and 


Admiration. A Speech was made, calling him the 
Avenger of their Wrongs, and to avoid Tediouſneſs 
he had greater Honour paid him than ever was known 
to have been done to any General in a County where 
he was not a Native. This Satisſaction was much 
allay d by the Death of his great Friend Jaxiſcatzin, 


taken off by the Sraall-Pox, whch very much griev'd 


him, 
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him, and he pur on Mourning. The Republick 
pray'd he would ſubſtitute Maxiſcatæins Son in his 
Place, though he was only twelve Years of Age, that 


Honour being due to him for his Father's great Pru- 


dence in governing them. He did ſo, and Knighted 
him after the Spaniſh manner, and that he might be 2 
Knight of J=sus Car1sT, he caus'd him to be 

tiz'd, by the Name of Don Lorenzo Maxiſcatzin. 
When Aartin Lopes arriv'd at Tlaſcala, he found Max- 


iſcatzin very ſick, who told him, he had been inform'd 


by Cortes, that there was only one God, who re- 
warded the good, and puniſh'd the wicked, and o- 
ther Points of the Catholick Faith, which had given 


him Satisfaction, and that becauſe the Chriſtians ho- 


nour'd the Croſs, he had one in his Chamber, which 
he worſhipp'd on his Knees, and burnt Incenſe before 
it, to his great Comfort, and therefore ſince he was 
like to dye, he would do it like a Chriſtian. Zopez 
immediately ſent Advice hereof to Corres, who or- 
der'd F. Olmedo to haſte away to do that good Work. 
Hle coming in good Time inſtructed and baptiz'd him, 
and he dy d a Catholick Chriſtian, with much Devo- 
tion, God rewarding him, who had been the only 
Cauſe of the Chriſtians being preferv'd in that Coun- 
try, for his greater Glory, and the Salvation of ſo 
many Souls. . n e 
Cortes haſtned the Building of the Brigantines, and 
ſent to Vera Crux for the Iron Work, Sails and Rig- 
ging of the Ships he had ſunk, though in the Memo- 
rials of Alonſo de Nara it is faid, that he made the beſt 
ſmift he could for thoſe Things of what the Country 
would afford. The Seamen made Pitch on a Moun- 


tair! near Tlaſcala, a Thing altogether new to the Iadi- 
an, who not ſtanding in need of any had never hit 


upon it. He endeavour'd to get Intelligence of what 
was doing at Mexico, which could not be by means 
of the T laſcallans, becaufe they were known by their 

e F Lips, 
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Lips, Ears, and other Tokens; but by the Priſoners 


they took he underſtood, that they had choſen for 


their King Cuetlavac, Brother to Motex uma, Lord of 
T=tapalapa, who had been ſer at Liberty by Cortes, was 
a crafty turbulent Man, and the chief Inſtrument in 
expelling the Spaniards out of Mexico ; that he was 


ſortifying the City with Ditches, and Trenches, and 


arming the People with long Pikes; that he took off 
the Taxes, and offer d Rewards to ſuch Towns as 
ſhould oppoſe the Spaziards, kill them, and ſend him 
their Heads ; and thar he intimated throughout his 
Empire, how much it concern'd them to be united, 
in order to deliver themſelves from the Oppreſſion of 
the Strangers. Thus far they were in the Right, ex- 
cepting that all thoſe Things were done by Quauti- 
moc, Nephew to Motex uma, whom they choſe for 
their King, becauſe Cuetlavac ſoon dy'd of the Small- 
Pox. Quautimoc was extraordinary diligent in making 
theſe Preparations, and gain d many Friends, thou k 
ſome would not enter into Alliance with him, rather 
on Account of their ancient Enmity, than for fear of 
the Spariards. He laid up vaſt Stores of Arms, brought 
abundance of People into the City, and ſent out to 
the Mountains moſt of thoſe that were uſeleſs. He 
gather d Proviſions from the Nighbourhood, exercisd 
his Troops, rewarded thoſe that did it beſt, endea- 
vour'd to get Intelligence of his Enemies, and when 
he heard they were ready to march, he aſſembled the 
Mexican Nobility, who being all ſeated, and he ſtand- 
ing, he made an Harangue, perſuading them to defend 
their Religion, their Country, their Lives, Honours, 
Wives, and Children, which confirm'd them all to 
him, and they promis'd to die in his Services Many 


of the Lords in the Country ſtood Neuters, being 


ſenſible of the Power of both Parties; and others of- 
ſer'd their Service to Cortes, hating the Tyranny of 
the Mexicans, and confiding in the Bravery of the 


T laſeallant, | 


f 


/ 
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T laſcallans, who being ſo deeply concert'd in the Suc- 
ceſs of that Affair, kept Intelligence all about. Cortes 


omitted my that could tend to the advancing. of 


his Deſign, and on the ſecond Day of Chriſtmas, ſome 
| Spaniards being then come to him from Hiſpaniola and 


Cuba, and even from the Canaries and Spain, he mu- 


ſter' d them in the Square of the great Temple at 74 
cala. Firſt march'd the Croſs-bow Men, and being 
come to the middle of the Place in good Order, bent, 
and ſhot off rheir Croſs-bows in the Air, and then 
paying their Reſpect to Cortes, pa ꝰd on. Next came 
the Target Men, who drew their Swords, and having 
flouriſh'd, did their Honours, and went on. After 
them came the Pike Men, charg'd their Pikes, and 
- puſh'd on with them in their cloſe Order; the haſt 
were the Musketeers, who giving a graceful Volley, 
that frighred the Indians, advanc'd. The Horſemen 
came on by two and two, with Spears and Targets, 
galloped over the Ground, and skirmiſh'd, with Cortes 
among them, having a ſhort looſe Velvet Garment o- 
ver his Armour, and a Javelin in his Hand, to the 
great Admiration of the Natives. There were forty 
Horſe, five hundred and forty Foot, and nine ſmall 
Guns. The Horſe he divided into four Squadrons, 
the Foot into nine Companies, and then made an in- 
genious Speech to them a Horſeback, encouraging, pro- 
miſing good Succeſs, perſuading them to revenge the 
Injury receiv'd from the Mexicans, repreſenting the 
immortal Fame they would gain throughout the World 
by reducing that great City, ſignifying the Service it 
would be to God, that being the only Method for 
planting of the Faith ; adviſing ro make good Uſe of 


the Friendſhip of the Tlaſcallam, that being the Means 


to carry on their Deſign, and aſſuring them, there was 
no Nation in the World, but what would wiſn to be 
in the fame Situation as they were, in order to gain 
endleſs Renown, and enrich themſelves. They all 
Vol. III. 99 Pp ſtned 
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106 The HisTtory of America. 
liſtned to him atrentively, giving Aſſurances of their 
Satisſaction in having him for their Commander, the 
Hopes they conceiv'd of being victorious through his 
Conduct, and their Affection to follow him. The 
T laſcallans being deſirous to follow the Example of the 
Spaniards, deſirid Leave for their Troops to paſs in Re- 
view in that ſan.e Place, and the next Morning they 
accordingly did it in the Preſence of Cortes, and all 
the Spaniards, in the following Order. 

FIRST came a ſet of Muſicians ſounding Horns, 
Cornets, Shells, hollow Bones, and other Inſtruments, 
follow'd by the Lords of the four Quarters of the Re- 
publick, with Targets, wooden Swords, curious Plumes 
of Feathers at their Backs, riſing at leaſt a Yard above 
their Heads, and Stones of great Value ſticking in the 
Holes of their Lips and Ears, their Hair ty'd back 
with a Brace of Gold or Silver, and rich Shoes on 
their Feet, and after them ſour Pages with their Bows 
and Arrows. Then four Standards, with the Arms 
of the Republick, curiouſly wrought in Feather- 
| work, carry'd by four Standard-Bearers, and next, by 
twenty in 2 Rank, paſs d ſixty thouſand Archers, with 
Colours at certain Diſtances, of the Arms of each Cap- 
tain of the Company. All the Standards and Colours 
ſaluted Cortes, and he ſtood up, and took off his Cap, 
all the Men bowing their Heads, and diſcharging their 
Arrows in the Air. Next appear d about forty thou- 
ſand Target Men, and laſtly ren thouſand Pike Men. 
Theſe were the Men that paſs'd in Review, though 
Ojeda in his Memorials ſays, they amounted to an hun- 
dred and fifty thouſand. When the Muſter was over, 
which laſted three Hours, Xicotencatl, who was Gene- 


ral, from an high Place ſaid, « They ſhould obſerve, 


5 that they were to march the next Day, with the 
5 invincible Cortes, and his Companions, to make 
«© War upon the Culuans their mortal Enemies, and it 
& was enough for them to remember, that they were 
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&« T laſcallans, a Name terrible to all Nations, and ſome 


other Expreſſions to encourage them, and ſo they 
« were diſmiſs'd.” Cortes to keep his Men in Order 


and Diſcipline onlain d, « That none ſhould blaſ- 
4 pheme the Holy Name of God, his Mother, or any 
« Saint; that no Soldier ſhould quarrel with another, 
« nor. draw his Sword, or lay hold of any other 
« Weapon ; that none ſhould game away his Horſe, 
« Arms, or Furniture; that none ſhould raviſh any 
«* Woman, upon Pain of Death; that none ſhould 
take any Cloathing from another, nor chaſtize any 
4 Judian that was not his Slave; that none ſhould go 
e out a marauding without Leave; that none ſhould 
« ſeize any Indian, or plunder Houſes without Leave; 
« that none ſhould inſult the Confederate Zzdians, but 
treat them in moſt loving manner, laying ſevere Pe- 


* nalties on the Tranſgreſſors. He ſet Rates on Iron 


Works and Cloaths, becauſe they were at exceſſive 
Prices, and for as much as Laws will avail little, un- 


leſs ſtrictl put in Execution, he caus'd one to be 


whipp'd for taking a Garment from an Indian, hang'd 
two Blacks of his own for ſtealing a Hen, and two 
Mantles from another; diſgrac'd a Soldier, þecauſe 
ſome Indians complain'd, that he had tore up a Tree, 
and hang'd another, for forcing an Hen from an Indi- 


m, but pardon'd him at the Requeſt of the Com- 


manders when the Ladder was taken away and he half 
dead, and in ſuch a Condition that he did; reco- 
yer, but could ſcarce ſwallow in a Month; by which 
means his Ordinapces came to be obſetv d, and h& was 
punctually obey'd. _ 1 

Wu all the Forces of Tlaſcala, Chalula, and 
Gaarocingo were in Readineſs, Cortes ſpoke to the Tlaſ- 
callans, and told them, « Thar ſince they had engag d 
* their Faith to aſſiſt him in this Enterprize, apaiyſt 


* the common Enemy, he expected they Thou d do 


te their Duty, | as they had always done, to the In- | 


« creaſe 
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C creaſe of the Honour of that renowned Republick ; 
& and ſince the City of Aexico being ſeared in the 
© Water, could not be taken without the Brigantines 
* that were Building, they 'ſhould be aſſiſting to fi- 
e niſh, as they had been to begin them, and leave it 
to him to aſſert their Liberty, and enlarge the Do- 
minion of their Common-wealth, for that he was 
reſolv'd never to return from Mexico till it was ſub- 

ce du'd, and all the Wrongs done there ſufficient] 
« aveng'd; and that if any of them were going al 
&« their Will to that War, he deſir d them to ſtay be- 
c hind, and he would proceed with ſuch as were wil- 
ce ling to follow him.” The great Men anſwer d in 
few Words « They would rather periſh in the Lake 
* than return Home without Victory; and that as 
ce for the Brigantines, and the good Uſage of thoſe 
de that ſtay'd behind to finiſh them, he need take no 
Care, for it ſhould be done better than if he were 
ce preſent himſelf, returning him many Thanks for 
up bis Affection towards them.” All the whole Peo- 
ple made a Sign with their Hands and Heads, that they 
would fulfil all that the Regency promis d. Cortes ta- 

king Leave of the Regency on Holy Imnocents-Day, ſet 

out from Tlaſcala, with Drums beating, Fifes playing, 
and Colours flying in very good Order, a prodigious 
Multitude looking on, he having farſt heard Maſs, and 

all the Spaniards offer d up their Prayers to God, and 
Invok'd the Holy Ghoſt. It was worth obſerving to 
| hear the Bleſſings of the People, ſome crying, ſee how 
the brave ones go to cruſh the Pride of the Mexican; 

others ſaid, God grant you ViRory ; others, may you 

return in Safety; and others ſhedding Tears cry d, 

may our Eyes ſee you return alive, eſpecially the Wo- 

men. The Tlzſcallus being usd to Fight with the 
, Mexicans, march'd out chearfully, in their gay Habit, 
in good Onder, under four Generals, their Martial 
Muſick making much Noiſe. © They amounted - a 
F ; ut 
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; bout eighty thouſand, it being thought fit that the reſt 

* ſhould ſtay behind till the Brigantines were carry'd. 

es Alonſo de Ojeda and John Marquez. march'd with the 

* Indians, becauſe they underſtood them. They march'd bl 

it fix Leagues tha: Day, and lay at Night at a Town 1 

- calld Tezmelnca, ſignifying the Place of Oaks, and 

18 the Lords of Guaxocingo, within whoſe Territories the 

— fame is, entertain'd all the Army generouſly. Then * 
they aſcended a ſteep Paſs on the Mountain, which a 

: was three Leagues to the Top, being the Bound [ 

7 with the Lands of Tezcxco, where ; Cold was ſo 0 

- violent, that had they not help it by making great Fires, ir 

n many muſt have periſh'd. Holding on their Way, ug} 

e the advanc'd Parties came into a very thick Wood of : 

8 Pine- trees, many of them neatly cut down and laid 

ſe a- croſs. Cortes went before with one thouſand Indians, 

0 who with Axes hew'd, and clear d another Way, 

e which was diſcreetly done, becauſe the Culuans ſuppo- 

r ſing he would have taken the former, had ſecur d it 

- | with Ditches and Trenches, defended by ſharp pointed 

y ' Paliſades, and abundance of Men, that would have gi- 

- ven ſome Trouble, though the Small-Pox, which then 

t ſpread farther, diſabled abundance of People. The Con- 

, federate Indians obſerving, that the faid Diſtemper did 

3 not touch the Spaniards, much admiring it, concluded, 


d thar ſome Deity preſerv'd and prorecte them. 
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CHAP. VI. 


The Religion, Rites, Cuſtoms, Government, 
and other Particulars of the Province 
of Tepeaca ; the Diſcovery of the Coun- - 

try f Chicora, and Cape St. Helen, and 

ſome other Particulars. WE 


| $5 


D, which was in the enſuing Year 1521, it 
will be proper to mention ſome other Particulars that 
belong to the Year we have been ſpeaking of 1 5 20, 
and in the firſt Place to give ſome Account of the 
Province of Tepeaca, which, as has been ſaid above, 
was then ſubdu d. The Tepeacans, according to their 
Reckoning, came thither about three hundred and thir- 
ty-two Years before the Arrival of the Spaniards, 
from Chicomoxtoc, ſignifying the ſeven Caves, a Town 
fifty Leagues from Mexico to the Northward, under 
the Command of a brave General calbd Quauizthzac, 
that is white Eagle, and finding that Land which was 
then waſte, and had no known Lord, founded the 
City of Tepeaca, ſo call'd by them, on a Spot of 
Land, at the Top of the Ridge of an Hill, where it 
expires with a round Turn, and Tepeyacac ſignifies, 
the Extremity, or Top of a Ridge, which is in the 
direct Road to the City of Tlaſcala, in whoſe Dioceſe 
it now is, but not in its former Situation; for about 
fifty- five Years ſince, the Spamardt built it in the 
_ Bottom, by the Conſent of the Lords and Inha- 
itants, this Situation being more commodious, where 
it now ſtands, the Buildings being good, and the 
Streets regular, tho ſome of the Inhabitants remain d 


| B E FORE ve proceed on the Conqueſt of Mexi- 
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in the former Place, being unwilling to leave that an- 
tient Dwelling. This Province was govern'd by Qzar- 
ciſthztac's Succeſſors, till the Days of Chichruc, or Bo- 
harro, whoſe three Sons, having divided the Sove- 
reignty between them, held the fame, ar the Time 
when Cortes conquer'd it, without owning the King 


of Mexico any otherways, thari as a Friend and Con- 


federate in the Wars againſt Tlaſcala, and Guaxocingo, 
two neighbouring Cities. The preſent Situation is in 
eighteen Degrees forty Minutes, the Temper of it 
ſuch, thar ar all Times of the Year, the Sun makes 
Summer, and the Shade Winter ; though ir is call'd a 


cold Country, and is dry, becauſe founded on Chalk, 


without any River or Spring whatſoever, and there- 
fore they drink Rain Water gather'd in Ponds, tho? 
at about half a League diſtance there are ſome Springs 
of harſh Water, like that of Almagro in Caftile, riſing 
among Flints. The Rains begin at the ſame Time as 
they do throughout New Spain, that is, in April, and 
give over in September, and during the other Months 
there is much Cold, and the Sun is not ſo ſcorching. 
During that Time the North and Eaſt Winds prevail, 
and in the rainy Seaſon the South ſo violent that it is 
troubleſome. Tecamachalco, Tecalco and Chacurlac be- 
long to this Province, though they are Capital Places. 
Tecamachalco is ſeated on the ſide of a Hill, which bor- 
ders on another ; that divides it from a ſmall Break, 
and runs above four hundred Leagues, as far as Nicara- 
gua, and ſome are of Opinion, that it is anſwer'd be- 
yond Panama, and from thence the Ridge of Moun- 
rains of Peru, which ſtretches along to the Provinces 
of the River of Plate, takes its firſt Riſe. There be- 
ing great Want of Water in this Province in the Time 
w > 2s Gentility, the Spaniardt conducted a great Glut 
of it, which came down from the Mountains of 71 
cala into certain Meadows, in Pipes to a Fountain 
with eight Cocks, they made in the Market Place ” | 
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the City, by which it is ſerv'd, that Water being 
thin, and well taſted, and though. all the Province 
wants Rivers, and running Waters, it has much good 
grazing Ground, for it extends twenty Leagues in 
Breadth in ſome Places plain, and in others moun- 
tainous. 
TuEsE People are almoſt alike in their Under- 
ſtanding, Inclinations, and Manner of living, only the 


| Gentry have a better Capacity, ſpeak more courteouſly, 


and differ in their Habit. The general Language is 
the Mexican, but in the Towns ſubject to them they 
have another that is common, call'd Popolucan. Some 
of them alſo ſpeak the Language of the Otomies, which 
they look upon as moſt natural. Boharro's three Sons 
above · mention d, divided the Territories of Tepeaca 
into Triangles, that each of them might defend his 


own part againſt the Borderers, and fo tliey continu'd 
till the coming of the Spaniards. The Religion and 


Rites of theſe People were much the ſame with thoſe 


of the reſt of the Country; but in this City particu- 
larly they had an Idol in the Shape of a Man, call'd 


Camaztleque, which ſignifies, the God without Breeches. 


They ador'd him with profound Reſpe&, and when 


they had Victory in any War, return'd Thanks to 
him, and facrificd many Men. They worſhip'd o- 


ther Idols, as likewiſe the Sun, Moon and Stars, for 


they ſtill ſuppos'd there was ſome ſupreme God, Crea- 
tor of all Things; and believ'd, that the Thunder and 
Lightning were living Creatures, that came down from 
Heaven, and when a Flaſh of Lightning kill'd any 


Man, they ſaid the Gods were angry; and the Gen- 


try were very careful in inſtructing their Sons in war- 
like Affairs, and ether commendable Cuſtoms. Four 
Tudges were appointed to fit in a Hall to decide all 
Controverſies, who had their Employments for Life, 
and when one dy'd the Lord nam'd another, being al- 
ways taken from among the People of Quality. In 
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trying of Cauſes they heard both Sides, and examin'd 
Witneſſes as to the Fact, all by Word of Mouth, be- 
cauſe they had no Writing, but their Pictures. Wit- 
nefſes were confronted with Offenders ;_if the Crimes 
were ſmall, they gave Judgment immediately; if hein- 
ous, they advis'd with the Lord, and paſs'd Sentence; 
which was Death for Adulterers, Forgers, Thieves 
and Lyars. Whoſoever ſtole any Thing in the Palace 
was immediately hang'd without Remiſſion. The 
had proper Officers to take Priſoners, and ſee Executi- 
ons perform'd. Their Priſons were like wooden Ca- 
ges, with Keepers. The People of Quality were ho- 
nour'd and reſpected. They had neither Weights, nor 
Meaſures, but exchang'd one T hing for another. The 
Wars they wag'd with Tlaſcala, Chulula, Guaxocingo, 
and Caan were not for Intereſt, but for Honour, and 
to gain the Reputation of being Warriers, and accord - 
ingly they began them without any Provocation, They 
had Captains that led their Companies from their ſeve- 
rl Quarters, their martial Muſick being Hunter's Cor- 
nets, and their Armour Skins of Tygers, Deer, and 
other wild Creatures, and generally Jackets ſtuff d with . 
Cotton, which they call'd Eſcaupiles; but the holdeſt 
of them went naked, painted Black and Red, with 
Clouts, their Bows and Arrows in their Hands, and 
Macanas, like Clubs, a Yard in Length, and the grea» 
2 Booty they aim d at in War, was taking of Pri- 
ers. e 
T xx principal Diſtempers among them, were oe- 
eaſion d by much Choler, or Flegm, and other ill Hu- 
mours, proceeding from their bad Food, and want of 
warm Cloathing, being all of Cotton both for Men 
and Women, and their Cures were the Roots of ſeve- - 
ral forts of Herbs, given them by their Botaniſts, 
which purg'd upward and downward. After their 
Phyſick they us d to eat a Mefs of Pap, or hafty 
Pudding made of the Flower of their Wheat, fome 
Ver. Hl, 2 Lanes 
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Cakes of Bread, and Chile, which is the Pepper of 
the Country, and being thus ill treated, many i 
dy d. They likewiſe us d Bleeding, pricking them- 
ſelves with large Bones of Tygers, or Lyons, which 
they look d upon as Medicinal, drawing Blood from 
the Part where the Pain, was eſpecially from the Belly, 
and the Pjt of the Stomach. There were ſeven or 


eight ſeveral Roots of Herbs, Flowers and Trees, 


which they moſt generally. us'd in their Cures, and 
becauſe they were bitter they roaſted them, the ſtrength 
of the Fire taking off much of the Bitterneſs, and 


then they took the uſual Quantity, reduc'd to Pow. 


der mix'd with Cacao, of which they make their Li- 
quor. They had many other Herbs, Roots and Flow- 
ers they made uſe of, which was uſual throughout 


all Now Spain. In the Territory of Tecamachalco, and 


Cachulac, near a Village call'd Aljoxucan, on the Top 
of an Hill is a Lake, from the Top whereof to the 
Surface of the Water there are one hundred and fifty 
Fathoms in Depth, and the Natives go down one Side 


of it along a little Path to fetch Water, as does the 


Cattle to drink. No Fiſh breeds in it, nor any other 
Creature. It neither ſwells with the Winter Rain, 
nor ſhrinks with the Summer Drought. No Bottom 
has been found to it, and it is thought that a River 
runs underneath it, which gufhes out ten Leagues far- 
ther in the low Land, and is call'd Aolixapan. The 
Water is very cold, and of a blewiſn Colour, and that 
of the River being exactly like it, occaſions the ſaid 


Opinion. In the ſame Territory, at about three 


Leagues diſtance, is another Lake in a Plain, and is 
call'd Tlachac, there being a Way to go quite round 
it, and Horſes may drink at it. The Compaſs of it 
is a League, and the Depth ſuch that no Bottom has 


been yet found. It breeds a fort of little white 


Fiſhes no bigger than a Man's Finger, but very well 
taſted. A League from thence is another Lake, call'd 
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Alchichican, which ſignifies, bitter Water, lying in a 


Plain, two Leagues in Compaſs, the Cattle drink of 


it, and grow fat, no Bottom has been found to it, 
the Water is very clear, has no Fiſh, or other living 
Creature, ſwells and carries great Waves like the Sea 
in windy Weather, neither riſes nor falls as was ſaid of 
the firſt, and about it there are large Plains extending 
twelve Leagues, with thick Woods, and Paſture for 


duces extraordinary Variety of Trees, as Pines, and 
Oaks of. two ſorts, Cedars, Sabines, Cypreſſes, Wil- 
lows, Poplars, Elders, Gc. The Timber is put to ſe- 


veral Uſes, and the Heart of the Pine cut out, and 
ſold in the Markets to light the Natives in their Hou- 


ſes. They likewiſe extract good Turpentine from 
the ſaid Pine- trees, moſt of which bear Pine Apples, 
with Kernels in them, the Quantity whereof is very 
great every fourth Year, but ſmaller the other interme- 
diate Years. The Oaks produce ſmall bitter Acorns, 
which are eaten by the Cattle. As to Fruits, they 
have Hart Cherry-trees, like ours in Spain, ſaving that 
the Stalk is ſo ſhorr, that it cleaves cloſe to the Bough. 
The Tuna is 4 wholſome agreeable Fruit, of which 
there are ſeveral ſorts, as White, Yellow, Purple, and 


Red, and on this the Cochinilla Worms breeds. The 


Maguey is a very beneficial Tree; which has been al- 
— and ſhall be ſpoken of again. The Apple- trees 
produce little y ellow Apples, whereof they make a 
Conſerve with the Honey of the Country. There 
have been carry d over to and thrive well at Tepeaca, 


Pear, Quince; and Peach-trees, and the Pears hang on 


the Trees till Chriſtmas. Figs have anſwer'd well ac 


Tecamachalco, and they dry confiderable Quantities of 
chem. Wallnut and Apricot- trees do well at Acazings. 
_ thrive / and there are abundance of . Spaniſh 
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T xx e People of this Province feed on Aas or In- 
dian Wheat, as we call it, and Kidney-Beans, Axi, 
Blites, Purflane, which is natural there, Pompions and 
Muſhroons, all which they dreſs after ſeveral Man- 
ners, and make haſty Pudding of the Flower of their 
Wheat. They now alſo eat Cabbages, Lettuces, Ra- 


diſhes, Onions, Garlick, and all other ſorts of Spaniſb 


Greens, which they bring up in their Gardens, and 
ſell. Corn anſwers very well, and there is in this 


Province a Valley, call'd of St. Paul, and in it about 


ſixty. Spaniſh Countrymen, who ſow two hundred or 
Four hundred Buſhels a Year, which produces general- 
4y eighty thouſand Baſhels of good and weighty 
Wheat. Barley, Beans, Spaniſh Peas, Silk, and Flax 


ere plentiful, and there is Scarlet of the Oak. There 


is Plenty of Sheep, Goats, Swine, and Fowls both of 
the Spaniſh and the Native ſorts, and there are Breeds 
of | Horſes for Carriers Teams and Carts. On the 
Mountains of this Province, and eſpecially thoſe that 
are always cover'd with Snow, there are wild Beaſts, 
as Tygers, Leopards, Wolves, in New Spain call'd 
Allibes, Stags, Roebucks, Fallow Deer in great Num- 
bers, and Herds of wild Boars; very large Eagles, Sa- 
kers,, Goſ-hawks, Gerſalcons, — Sparrow-hawks. 
There is a ſort of Birds about the Bigneſs of a Butter- 
fly, with a long Beak, and Feathers of moſt delicate 
Colours, much 'valu'd for curious Works, they feed 


on Blowers, and the Dew that lies on them, like Bees, 


and when the Rairis ceaſe, and the dry Seaſon comes 
on, =_ *cling to the Trees by their Beaks, and ſo 
die, and the next Year revive again when it Rains. 
There are alſo Spatrows, which being put into Ce 
fing well. They have many other ſosts of Birds that 
ling, —— not _ a League from Je- 
peucn is a ver Quarry of Marble and . Faiper 
9 which —— much — They have 8 
Salt, nor Cotton, which muſt be brought them — 
; | * £5 8 3 ot 
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| Tlaſcala, where thofe Things were not to be had. 
Their Houſes were generally {mall and low, without 
any upper Floors, made of ſome ſort of Cement, like 
mud Walls, thatch'd ; but ſince, the People of Sub- 
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other Provinces, and that was the main Cauſe why 
the Natives were in Amity with the Adexicans againſt 


Nance have follow'd the Example of the Spaniards, and 
Built with Lime and Stone, and ſubſtantial Timber. 


In this Province there are five Monaſteries of Franty® 


caus, who adminiſter the Sacraments, and inſtruct the 
Judiam. Three of them were founded by F. Fohn-de 
«Ribas, Ohe of the firſt religious Men that went over 
into New Spain. In each of the five Towns of this 
Liberty there is an Hoſpital, for the Cure of the poor 
Natives 5 they are not endow'd, but the Alms given 


to them are very plentiful, and theſe were likewike 


ſounded by the Franciſcan Friers. 1170 
BETORRH we conclude this Decad, and the Year 

1720, it is fit to take Notice, that the Licenciate Ro» 

dericꝭ dr Figueroa, who had been employ'd by the 


King, to enquire what Indian were Canibals, or Man 
eaters, and which were not fo ; after diligent Search 
made into that 2 his Opinion as follows. 


He ſaid all the Judians of the Iſlands not inhabited by 


Spaniards were Canibali, except thoſe of the Trinity, 
the Lucapoc, Barbudas, Giants and Adarmagita ; all the 


reſt he declarid to be barbarous People, Enemies to 
Chriſtians, and Man eaters. - On the Continent as far 


as thad been till then diſcover id, he affirm'd, chat in 


the upper Part of the Coaſt towards the Iſland of 
Pearls chere was a Province call'd Paracunia, the Inha- 
bitants whereof were Gaatiavs, 'who are not Canibals 3 
then proceeding down along that Coaſt towards the 
Gulph of Paria, there was another Province extending 
to that of Aruaca, held to be Cunibals, the next to it 


onward to be Guatiaos, worthy to be well us d; thoſe 
of the Province of Wripars to be Canibals; and farther 
. | on 
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118 The History of America. 
on along the ſame Coaſt the Vrinacos to be Guatiaes / 
the Indians on the Coaſt of Taurapec, Canibals ; as alſs 
thoſe farther on call'd Olleros, and thoſe of the Pro- 
vinces of. Maracapana and Cariaco, except thoſe of Pa- 
0a, and fo onwards in the Province of Cariati, and 
| Cumana and Chiribichi, as far as the River Orari, all 
whom he declar d Guatiaos, and the like from Urari 
down the Coaſt, and thoſe of Coquibocoa, except the 
Dato, of whom he could not decide; but the In- 
land Indians to all theſe Parts he declar'd to be Cani- 
ball. Hereupon he ordain'd, that all thoſe he had de- 
clar d -Canibals might be infeſted, taken, and ſold for 
Slaves, but that none ſhould preſume to offend the 
others that he had cleard from being Canibals. 
Tn Number of the Indians in the Iſlands very 
much declining, and Licences being granted for taking 
and making Slaves of the Canibals, e Ships were 
fitted out againſt them, and among others the Licen- 
tiate Lacke Vaſquex de Ayllon, join'd in Partnerſhip with 
ſome of the Inhabitants of Santo Domingo. They fit- 
ted out two Ships in Hiſpan ola, at Puerto de Plata, aid 
ſome ſay that by Force of a Storm, others that having 
found no Indians where they went, rather than return 
empty, they faild away to the Northward, having 
had ſome Information of John Ponce de Leons Voyage. 
They fell in upon a Country call'd Chicora and Gual. 
dape, lying in thirty-two Degrees Latitude, now 
call'd Cape St. Helen, and the River Jordan, ſo call d, 
becauſe the Name of one of the Captains, or Maſters 
of thoſe Ships was Jordan, and it was the Cuſtom of 
Diſcoverers to give their Names to Rivers, or other 
Places, or thoſe of Saints, or ſuch others as they 
thought fit. As ſoon. as the Ships appear d, being fo 
great a Novelty, the Indians believing them to be ſome 
monſtrous Fiſhes; but ſeeing Men with Beards, and 
cloath'd, they fled, the Spaniards purſuing took a Man 
and a Woman, clad them after the Spaniſh Faſhion, 
| | gave 


1 
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pave them to eat, and Wine to drink, and then diſmile4 | 


them. The King of the Country, ſeeing that ſtrange 
Habit, was amaz d, and: ſent fifty Indians with Provi 
ſion, to the Ships. Some Spaniards repair'd to him, 
he appointed them Guides to view the Country; where- 
ſoever they went the People gave them Meat, and 
ſome ſmall Preſents of Gold, Seed Pearl, and ſmall 

Things of Silver. When they had obſerv'd the Man- 
ner of the People, and what elſe was to be ſeen, and 
water d, they invited many Indians to ſee the Ships, 


who going aboard innocently, the Spaniardt hoiſed 


Sail, and carry d them away. It pleasd God, that 
in their Return, one of the Ships was caſt away, and 
moſt of the Indians aboard the other dy'd for Grief, or 
Hunger, refuſing to eat; but when the Survivers came 
to Hiſpaniola they would eat Dogs, Aſſes, or other Car- 


rion. This Action being ſo very foul, it was thought 


the ſame would have been ſeverely puniſh'd ; but 
ſome ſay it was not done in Hiſpaniola through Favour, 
and nothing of it was known ar Court. The Licen- 
tiate Luke Vaſquex went away afterwards to Spain, 


on other Buſineſs, and carry'd an Account of this 
Diſcovery, deſigning to beg that Country for him- 


ſelf. He took along with him one of thoſe Indians, 
as a Servant, he having learnt to ſpeak Spaniſh, and 
was called Francis de Chicora, and told very notable 
Things of his Country. 8 


2 * 


Tux Indians of this Province are of a Dun Colour, 


inclining to yellow, as many others of thoſe Parts, 


their Bodies well ſhap'd, almoſt beardleſs, their Hair 
black hanging down to their Waſtes, the Women's 
longer, and all in Treſſes. The King, call'd Data, 


was a Giant, his Wife and twenty-five Children he 


had monſtrous, and being ask'd, how they came to 


2 ſo large, they ſaid, they gave them to eat pud- 
ings ſtuff d with certain enchanted Herbs. Others 


faid, that they ſtretch d out their Bones when Infants,, 
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ape after they had been foſned with eertain Herbs 
boil d, they firereh'd chem again, and this is the Ac- 
count ſome Chase who were bapti d gave. Their 
Prieſts were dad after a different Manner from the 


Temples. They us'd to chew a certain Herb, and 
ſprinkled the Soldiers with the Juice of it, when they 


reſt, and without Hair, except ſome Loeks on the 


were to fight, which was look d upon as a Bleſſing ; 


they cur'd the wounded, d the Dead, did est no 
Fleſh, They had no Phyffcians but od Women, 
Who perform d their Cures with Herbs, and knew 
many for ſeveral Diſtempers. They vemited up 
Choler, and all they had in them, by ehe Help of 
an Herb they call Gabi, very common ond wholſome, 
for by Means of it they liv'd long and in good Health, 


The Prieſts were notable Wizards, deluded the peo- 
| pe had tO little Idols, which they ſhow'd in pub- 


lick only twice a Year. Onee with extraordinary 


Pomp, at the ſowing Seafon, the King going in Pro- 


ceſſion before the Idols, and they were ſhewn te the 


People, being Male and Female, the Night of the 


Eve, and the Morning of the Feſtival. Theyador'd 


them on their Knees, and ery'd out for Mercy, The 
King, who ſhow'd them, came down from the High 
Place, and deliver'd them, cover d with rich Mantles, 


to two Gentlemen, who cerry'd them to the Field 


' where the Proceſſion was, and all Perfons whatſoever 


attended it, any that did not was look'd upon as ir- 
religious; being all dreſs'd the beſt they were able; 
ſome ſmooted their Bodies, others cloath'd themſelves 
with Leaves and Herbs, and others with Skins, dan- 
cing and linging, and ſome wore leathern Masks. The 


Men had their Feſtival in the Day, and the Women 


at Night. Beſides ſinging, they pray'd, made Offer- 
ings, burnt 'Sweers, and the . next Dry they carry'd 
w e 


back the Idols to their Temple, and t 
thought they ſhould have a good Harveſt, 
ws 575 24] . 1. ON 


+4 


The H1 STO RY of America, 121 


On another Feſtival, they carry'd a wooden Statue Py 


into the Fields, with the ſame Solemnity as before, fix'd 
a large Piece of Timber into the Ground upright, on 
which they place d it, and then enclos'd it with Stakes, 
Cheſts, and little Stools. The marry d Men drew 
near to offer, and laid it on the Cheſts, and Stools ; 
the Prieſts look'd upon the Offering, declar'd who had 
offer'd moſt, and he was . honour'd all the Year after, 
which made many vie in Offering. The prime Men 
did eat of the Fruit and Proviſions ſo. offer d, and the 
reſt was divided between them and the Prieſts. As 
ſoon as it was Night, they took down the Statue, 
which they threw into the River, or the Sca, that it 
might go among the Gods of the Water, in Honour 
of whom the Feſtival was obſerv'd. The next Day 
they dug up the Bones of a King, or Prieſt, whom 
they had held in great Veneration, carry'd them up to 
a Scaffold in the Field, the Women lamented, went 
round, and offer'd what they could. The next Day 
the Bones were reſtor'd to the Grave, a Prieſt made 
a Speech, in Honour of the Perſon whoſe they had 
been; argu'd concerning the Immortality of the Soul; 
treated about Hell, or the Place of Puniſhment the 
Gods had in very cold Places, where the Wicked 
were purg'd; diſcours'd about Heaven, or Paradiſe, 
which he ſaid was in a very temperate Country, and in 
the Poſſeſſion of Quxuga, a molt mighty Lord, meck 
and lame, who made very much of the Souls that 


went to his Kingdom, where they ſung, danc'd, and 
ſported with their beloved Women ; and thus thoſe 
Bones were canoniz d, and the Preacher diſmiſs'd his 


Audience, ſmoaking their Noſes with burnt Herbs and 


Gums, and blowing upon them like a Charmer. They 


believ'd that abundance of People liv'd in Heaven, and 
under the Earth, and that there were Gods in the Sea, 
of all which the Prieſts had Ballads. When their 
Kings dy'd, they made Fires that flew like Squibs, and 

Yor. III, R inculcated 
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 Inculcated that they were Souls juſt departed the Body, | 
that went to Heaven. They bury'd them with much | 
Lamentarion. They honour'd their Caziques, laying 
their Hands on their Nofes, whiſtling, and paſſing 
them along the Forehead to the Nape of the Neck, 
The King or Cazique turn'd his Head towards his 
left Shoulder, when he would do Honour to the Per- 
ſon that complimented him. A Widow whoſe Hus- 
band dy'd a natural Death could nor marry again; if 
he were executed ſhe might. Women were not 
ermitted to come amon wes They play'd at 
Bal, and ſhor at Marks ich their — — dex- 
trouſſy. They had Silver, Seed Pearl, and ſome Stones 
of Value, but very little of any of them. There are 
Abundance of Stags, which they breed tame, and graze | 
in the Fields, with Stagherds ro look to them, at Night 1 
they return to their Bens, and Cheeſe is made of their 
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General HISTORY 
of che vaſt CONTINENT and [5:.axDs of 


AMERICA, &. 


| TATE übel sss bekennen : 


DEA D. H., BOOK IX. 


eee TIT 


C HAP. I. 


The Spaniards rout tuo Armies of the 
Mexicans; Cortes makes Don Ferdinan- 
do Lord of Tezcuco ; one Villafana con- 
ſpires againſt him; Geral Totems ſul- 
mit; the Prigantines Carry d to Ee 

5 cuco. | | 


* 1. fe due advancing towards Mexico 
FIR after coming down from. the difficult Paſ- 
. ſes on the Mountains, where the Army 
bad à Proſpect of the great City of 
Aerico, the Lake, end all the adjacent Country. 
'Being come into the * Cortes deſign d to em- 


ploy 


1 


£ AF. A 
* KKK lh „„ ant 
— 8 . 1 - . _ 2 


* 
* 
* 
if 
: 
4 


# 
1 
"1 
8 
4 
1 


2 


— ac cw... 


<5. M7 > - 


| 
| 
' 
f 


* 
9 
| | 
t 
_ 


—U— ——— 


— — — —— 


* 5 5 * * 2 « 


> oem 


— CO ꝗ —w— . 


— — 
— 


＋— —— — 


—— 28 — 


— 


— — 


— — — — 


— — 
— 525 
- 25 " 
— — — — ** 


6＋ꝙ— — — — 
2 ͤ — 1 
— — — 


* * ** - — D 
— — — — — — — — — 


— — er ——— — —— * 
— — 8 S en anty > xg — 
_ - =; ** 2 — n * 2 
6 0 4 . 5 — anno nes: 1 . ' : 7 
o 2 a 


1:4 The HisTory of America. 


ploy his Time in reducing the Towns abour Meri. 
co, till ſuch Time as his Brigantines could be fi- 
niſn'd and brought him from Tlaſcala. The Mexi. 


| cans diſcover d the Spaniſh Army from the Tops of 


the Hills, and firing their Beacons to give the Alarm, 
one hundred thouſand Men drew together, and poſted 
themſelves in the way where the Spaniards were of 
neceſſity to paſs. The third day of the Year 1521. 
Cortes diſcover d, and charg d them with twenty Horſe, 
who being immediately back' d by the whole Army, 
put them to the Rout, with a great Slaughter. The 


Spaniards rejoycing at this Victory, took up their 


Quarters that Night in a Town belonging to the 
Lord of Teæcuco, which they found abandon'd, where 
they lay upon their Guard, being inform'd that ano- 
ther great Army of Mexicans was at Hand. The 
next Day they march'd from thence towards Tezcu- 
co, which is three Leagues diſtant, through a plain 
Country well inhabited, having very good Structures, 
for the Dominion, and City of Texcuco was not infe- 
rior to that of Mexico. Four [wdians very well dreſs'd 
came out with a Rod, and on it a Flag of Gold, 
which being a Signal of Peace, Cortes order d the 
Troops to halt. When they had made their Obey- 
ſance, they tald him, that Cuanacuxint their Lord was 
at his Service, and pray'd he would do no harm in 
the Country, but to take up his Quarters in the Ci- 
ty, which he might do with all ſafety. Cortes was 
well pleas'd with this Meſſage, though he look d up- 
on it as inſincere, and anſwer'd, returning thanks for 
that Kindneſs, that ſince no Satisfaction could be made 
for forty-five Men, and five Horſes, and above three 
hundred Tlaſcallaus they had kill'd, they ſhould at 
leaſt reſtore the Gold, Silver, and Jewels that had 
been taken from thoſe People in their Country, and 


in Caſe of reſuſal threaten'd that he would deſtroy a 
"thouſand of them for every Spaniard. — They reply d, 
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that what he urg d had been done by order of the 
Lord of 24exica, and that the Mexicans carry'd off 
the Booty, but that they would uſe their Endeavours 
to ſeek out and reſtore it. The Army was well re⸗ 
ceiv'd in all thoſe; Towns, and proceeded to Guaxuta, 
half a League from Tercuco, enter'd the City, and was 
quarter'd in a large Houſe that had belong'd to. the 
Lord of Texcuco's Father, which held all the Spaniards, 
and many of the Confederate Indians; but no Women, 
or Children appearing, Cortes order d that no Man 
ſhould go out of the Quarters, leſt they ſhould run 
into any danger, and that the Props of the Town 
might be the more ſecure. It was diſcover'd from the 
Tops of the Houſes, that the Inhabitants were aban- 
doning the City, - carrying away. their Goods, their 
Wives and Children in Canoes, and by Land to the 
Mountains, and this in a great hurry. Cortes being in- 
form'd of it, ſent for ſome of the Prime Men, and 
told them, that Don Ferdinand, whom he brought 
with him was the Son of Neſzaval Pilcintle their great 
Lord, whom he appointed for their Sovereign, ſince 
Cuanazucint wes gone over to the Enemy, and had 
treacherouſly murder'd his Brother through Ambition 
of Rule; and accordingly Dan Ferdinand was receiv'd 
as King, whereupon thoſe that were fled ro the 
Mountains return d, the City was fill'd again, and 
the Inhabitants were well us'd. | F 
Tres Days after the Lords of Guatinchan, Guax- 
uta and Autengo came lamenting, and making many 
Excuſes, for having abſented themſelves; they begg'd 
Pardon, and to be admitted into Favour, for if they 
had ever ſought it had been by Compulſion Cortes 
granted their requeſt, upon Condition they ſhould be 
doubly puniſhed if they proved falſe. The Aexicans 
were much concern d at this, and ſent Meſſengers to 
redreſs it, but theſe three Lords gave notice of it to 
Cortes, ſending the Meſſengers to him; who deny'd 
Es 858 | | | their 
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| their coming on that Errand, and ſaid; they cafe 
to deſire thoſe Lords to mediate a Peace between the 
Aſexicam and the Obriſbians. Though Cortes was ſen- 
fible of their Subtiſty, he order'd them to be un- 
bound, gave them ſome Baubles, and bid them ad- 
Vviſe thoſe from whom _ came, ſince thoſe were 
dead that had been guilty of the Offence; to be his 
Friends. They promis d to do ſo, data 2 
an Anſwer, but were never ſeen 
WrirrsT theſe Things were in Agitarion, as It is 
inpoſhblefor Commanders always to pleaſe Men, ſome 
Malecontents endeavour d, by means of Antony de Y ile. 
lafana, to mutiny againſt Corres, and ſet up in his 
Place one Francis Verdugo, a Man of Authority and 
Vabour, and Brother in Law to James Pelaſquez, for 
-whom they {till retain*d an Affection. T be Conſpi- 
* were near three hundred, all refolv'd to com- 
rdago to accept of the Command, he knowing no- 
Aang of the De ign. As they were waiting an op- 
Ny to ſtab Cortes, one of the Confpirators went 
to him, and with Horror in his Face, and ſtammer- 
Ing ſaid, that if he would grant him his Life, and 
| keep the Secret, he would diſcloſe to him an Affair, 
| +thatconcen'd'himvery much. Corres readily granted 
his Requeſt, and the Diſcoverer faid, it is requiſite 
immediately to fecure Aurony de E illafana who was 
the manager of the Intrigue. Cortes order d Gon- 
Talo de Sandoval to ſeize him, and to take from him 
a Paper it was ſuppos ' d he bad in his Boſom, con- 
raining the Names of the Conſpirators; which tho? 
{he endeavour'd to do immediately, Yillafana had got 
Half the Paper into his Mouth, but they held his 
Throat, and forc'd him to put out a part of it, 
on which were the Names of fourteen Perſons of 
Note. As for himſelf he preſently confeſs'd the 
Crime, but notwithſtanding his being much rach'd 
x held out reſolutely, without naming any * 4 
' Wnat- 
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whatſoever; and as for thoſe Names, he faid he had 
writ them down to ſpeak to, and draw in thoſe Per- 
| ſons, but had not as yer ſaid any thing to them. 


Cortes was not ſorry, that puniſhing one the reſt might 


be reconciPd, and accordingly he hang'd Yullafane 
The next Day the Spaniards being aſſembled, . 
them, that Yillafana had done like a Chriſtian, in not 
accuſing thoſe that were ſet down in the Paper, and 
that Part of it which he had eaten, ſince they were 
innocent; that he deſir d them, if any one had Caufe 
of Complaint, that he would declare it, and he would 
make him Satisfaction; and that if he err'd in any 
Thing, they ſhould let him know it, which would be 
very agreeable to him. He added many more loving 
Expreſſions, which reconcil'd and pacify'd them, be- 
ing joyful that they had not been diſcovet'd, How- 


ever after that, Cortes took more Care of him 


ſelf. 


_  Er6nT Days Cortes ſtay'd in Tezcxco without going 


abroad, were ſpent in fortify ing his Quarters, and lay- 
ing up Proviſions, for fear of being attack'd there by 
the Enemy; but finding they did not ſtir, hemarch'd 
out of the City two hundred Foot, eighteen Horſe- 
men, and four thouſand 7laſcallans. He went along 


the Bank of the Lake to the City of Nrapalapa, con- 


taining ten thouſand Inhabitants, above the one half 
of it being then founded within the Lake, the Lord 
whereof was More uma's Brother, and the ſame that 
drove the Spauiards out of Mexico. He could not 
march with ſo much Secreſy, but that the Inhabitants 
had notice of it, and began to remove their Goods, 


Wives, and Children to the Houſes that were in tljle 


Water. Two Leagues ſhort of the City he met ſome 
Troops, which fighting and retiring, led him to it, 
and others in Canoes did the like, and when he was 
near, all the Multitude ruſh'd out upon him; the 
Action laſted three Hours very obſtinate, till at W 
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the zrapalapans being no longer able to withſtand, re- 
tir'd to the Water, where many were drowned, and 
others eſcap'd in Canoes. Five thouſand of them were 
kilpd, and on the other Side only a few Tlaſcallant, and 
not one Spaniard, The Booty was conſiderable, and 
the confederate Indian, fir d ſome Houſes. A little 
before the gaining of the Victory, the Enemy broke 
down a Cauſway, by which Means the Water ran 
out of the ſalt Lake into the freſh, and whilſt the 
Chriſtians were intent upon the Purſuit, the Water 
ſwell'd inſenſibly, but Cortes obſerving it with his won- 
| derful Sagacity, which took Notice of and weigh'd 
every Thing, without being overſeen in any Point, 
us d the utmoſt Diligence in drawing out the Men, 
and with all his Care it was ſeven of the Clock at 
Night, and in ſome Places the Water was up to 
their Knees, and in others -to their Breaſts. The 
Booty was loſt, as were ſome Tlaſcallans, and had 
they ſtay'd three Hours longer, not a Man had eſcap'd. 
They got clear by Nine, had a cold Night of it, and 
without any Supper. The next Day the Mexicans 
charg'd them, and they retir'd, fighting all the Way 
to Tezcuco. Some Confederate Indians were kill d. and 
one Spaniard, who was the firſt that had dy d fighting 
in the Field; but they carry d him to Tercuco, that 
the Indians might not ſee him. The next Day Meſ- 
ſengers came from the City of Otumba, and from other 
neighbouring Cities, begging Pardon for the Harm 
they had done during the War, and praying Corres to 
admit them to his Friendſhip. He granted it, upon 
Condition that they ſhould deliver up into his 
Hands all the Culuans they could meet with. 
FIN DING that the Garriſons of Culua had ſecur'd 
all the Paſſes to Vera Cru and Tlaſcala, Cortes ſent Gon- 
zalo de Sandoval, with two hundred Spariſh Foot, and 
twenty Horſe, 'with Orders that when he had left the 
Meſſengers ho had ſent to haften the Brigantines, _ 
ſhon 
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ſhould return to the Province of Chalco, which boi- 
ders on that of Cuyoacan, becauſe thoſe, People had 
ſent him word, that they durſt not declare themſelves 
his Friends, for fear of the Culua, and Sangoval was 
ro ſecure them. As they were on their March, ſome 
Tlaſcallans, who were returning Home with their Boo- 
ty, and others who had carry d Proviſions, , thinking 
themſelves, ſafe becauſe they were behind rhe Spaniards, 


fell into an; Ambuſh of Mexican, who kill d ſome of 
them, and took away their Booty; but the Cries, ſor 


w 


thoſe. of the Indians are louder than any other Nation, 
being heard, and the Duſt ſeen, Sandoval made thither 


with his Horſe, fell upon the Mexicans, relie wd his 
Friends, recover d the 1 the Foot then com- 


ing in they quite vanquith'd the Enemy, who fled in- 
to the Lake. The Tlaſcallans then loaded with their 
own, and what they had taken from others, as alſo the 
Arms of their Enemies, return'd into their Country 


well. pleas d. Having left them in Saſety, Sandoval 


proceeding towards Chalca, met in a Plain with twelve 
thouſand Ae xicans, who give him Battle in very good 
Order, which laſted about two Hours, after Which 
they were routed. The News of the Victory being 
carry d to Chalco, thoſe People came out to meet Sau- 
doval, who then return'd to Cortes with the Sons of 


thoſe great Men, that .defrd to be acquainted with 
him. They carry'd a Preſent of Gold, Cortes made 


very much of them, and ſent Sandoval to conduct 
them back in Safety. He did ſo, and then going to 


Tlaſcala return d again to Cortes at the End of fix Days, 


with the Spaniards that were there, and Don Ferdinand, 


Lord of Tezcaco, who being look d upon as a well 


meaning Man, was own'd by. thoſe People as their 
Sovereign, with much Satisfaction. Two Days after, 
all the Spaziards being in that City, and. Cortes's, Re- 
putation increaſing, the Lords of Guatinchay and Gu- 


axuta went to him in 2 great Conſternation, and 
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ſaid, that all the Power of Culua was coming to falt 
on them, bidding him look to himſelf, and to tell, 
5. whether they ſhould bring their Wives and 
Children to that City, or convey them into the Moun- 
rains, He hid them tp fear nothing; but to put the 
delenceleſs People into the ſtrongeſt Houſes, and thoſe 
that could bear Arms to be in a Readineſs, for he 
would aſſiſi them, and they thquld ſee the Havock he 
would make among the Mexicays. Cortes ſtood upon 
his Guazd, but the Enemy at that Time neither at= 
tack d thoſe Lords nor him, but made it their Buſineſs 
8 re u lame Indians that carry*d Proyiſſons to the 
camp, el Scigly the Tlaſcallans, in order to facrifice 
th em, and to this Purpoſe the Join d in Alliance with 
two. Towns, th iat were ſuby ject to Tercuco, being the : 
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Wo took. ſome of them, came to the Nd, at- 
BA Hehn Works, beat them down, and burtit manʒ 
The Inhabitants: Hed, lee many dead be- 
ml 1 5 1 next Day, tl wree of the Prime Men 
came to g Pard en. promilip to ſerve 350 5 WhO 
el them on + Account of \ Tg bein n Ferdi- 
ngnd's Subjects, as - alſo, becaul beſides Bis Don Hyru-. 
rally 1015 a mild Diſpoſition, e thought it convenient. 
1 Mg in this, War. The next. Day aſter, ſome In- 
of the, lame Towns, came to him wounded, ay 
| B he ae, Mexicans were gat into their Towns, and bad 
turn d them Outs and that they fear d. they would re- 
turn; therefore praying for Relicf. He cad them 4 
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be dreſs d, and order'd they ſhould give him N otice 


when there was occaſion. The People of Chalco like- 
wiſe delird Aſſiſtance, which he faid they ſhould 
have, when he ſent for the Brigantines, for he could 
not ſooner ; but Embaſſadors Tan at the ſame time 
from Gaaxocinge, Chulula, and Guchachula, to know 
how he did, and whether he had occaſion for more 
Men, becauſe they had net heard from him, ſince he 
departed their Provinces, he gave them in Charge to 
aft the People of Chalco, who were Subjects of the 


Crown of Spain, as they were themſelves, without re- 


arding their former Animofities ; which they pro- 
— do, and ſrom that Time forward ws — 
all Friends. „ mY 

Trnoss that were with Martin Lopes employ d 
about Building the Brigantines, receiv'd Intelligenge 
that a Ship was arnv'd at Vera] Crux, with forty 
Foot Soldiers, eight Horſe, fome Croſs-bows, Muſ- 


kets, and Powder; but the Road not being ſafe, and 


Cortes having given. Orders, that none ſhould go to 


him, without his Leave, by Reaſon of the Hazard, 


and they not daring to diſobey him, did not know 
how to give him Notice of the Succour that was ar- 
rivd. A Servant of his about twenty-five Yeafs of 
Age, thinking to pleaſe his Maſter with this Intelli- 
genee, and that of the Brigantines. being finiſh'd, ſer 
out in the Night, and travelling haſtily, with what 
Proviſions he could carry, lying hid all the Day, tho 
not without Davper, — fafe at the Army, to the 

Admiration of them all, and great Joy of Cortes for 
the good News; who without loſing any Time, im- 
mediately ſent Gonzalo de Sandoval, with two hundred 
Foot and fifteen Horſe to bring the Brigantines, with 
Orders in his Way utterly to deſtroy the Town of 
ullapeque, afterwards calld the Moriſco Town, border- 
ing on Tlaſcala, becauſe thoſe were the People 


kill d and taken the three hundred 714/ealtwrs, five 9 
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and forty-five Spaniſh Foot, that were going from 
Vera Cruz to Mexico, when Cortes was diſtreſs'd there, 
and they at Tescuco had ſet up in their Temples, the 
Hides of the Horſes ſtuff d, with their Feet and Shoes, 
as artificially as could have been done in any Part of 
the World; and they hung up the Arms and Cloaths 
of the Spaniards as Trophies, and their Skins faſtned 
to the Walls. Sandoval ſer out very intent upon re- 
venging that Cruelty, for all thoſe Things having been 
found ar Tezcuco, they had been daily before their 
Eyes. The Caſe was, that the People of Zulapeque 
having receiv'd thoſe Troops in friendly Manner, and 
made much of them, that they might be the leſs up- 
on their Guard, they fell upon them when the Horſe- 
men were diſmounted, going up a very ſteep Hill, and 
where the Foot could not make uſe of their Weapons, 
and ſo carry d them to Tezcaco, where they ſacrificed 
thoſe that had been taken alive, and did the reſt that 
has been mention d. Sandoval coming to a Palace ſome- 
what ſhort of Zulapeque, found theſe Words writren 
with a Coal, Here was the unfortunate Fohn Fuſte, 
which mov'd all thar ſaw it to Compaſſion. The 
Townſmen hearing that the Spaniards were coming, 
fled with Precipitation; but being purſu'd, many were 
kilfd and taken, and all the latter made Slaves for their 
Offence, Sandoval granted their Lives to the reſt that 
came afrerwards to beg Pardon, becauſe they confefs'd 
the Fact, promiſing not to ſuffer themſelves to be im- 
pos d upon for the future by the Devil. 
WàQ3I Is theſe Things were in Agitation, Martin 
Lope try'd his Brigantines on the River Zahualt, and 
found they anſwer d his Expectation. Alonſo de Ojeda, 
John Marquez, ohm Gonxalex, and two other Spani- 
erds, thinking no time ought to be loſt, caugd them 
to be unrigg d, taken in Pieces, and laid on the Backs 
of Indians, and then march'd with eighty thouſand 
Mea, the Republick of Tlaſcala ſurnith d to Guarilipa, 
= 7 C 6 1 
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within that Dominion, where Cortes had agreed they 
| ſhould be met by the Spaniards, but they not coming, 
the Tlaſcallans ſaid, they were ſtrong enough to ſecure 
them, and therefore they ought not to ſtay. How- 
ever the Spaniarf: fed them with good Words, alledg- 
ing, that though what they ſaid was true, it-was re- 


quiſite to wait their Orders from the General. Yer 


when they had ſtay'd. eight Days, having no News 
of Sandoval, they ſet out, and after the firſt Day's 
March, the Sentinels at Midnight heard the Tingling 
of the Bells at the Breaſt-plates of three Horſes Sando- 
val had ſent out to diſcover the meaning of the many 
Fires he had ſeen, who in their Return to give an 
Account of what. they had found, met Sandoval ſol- 
lowing them with two other Horſemen, having lefe 
the Forces a League off. The next Day both Parties 
ſaw each others Colours, and joyning with much Joys 
continu d their March. Eight thouſand Men carry- 
ing the Rigging and Planks, march'd by two and 
two. Eight Horſemen, and one hundred Spaniſh Foot 
led the Van, and the like Number brought up the 
Rear. On the Flanks marchd Axutecatl and Teusepil, 
two Prime Men of Tlaſcala, with each of them ten 
thouſand Men. Chechimocatl, another Tlaſcallan No- 
bleman march'd with ten thouſand more in the Rear, 
the reſt return'd Home, there being no need of them. 
When they began to enter upon the Dominions of Ca- 
lua, it was thought fir to march aſter another manner, 
placing the Carriers of the Planks and other Neceſſaries 
in the Van, follow'd by Chichimecatl, Commander of 
the Men that bore the ſaid Burdens, who took it as an 
Affront, ſaying, he would march foremoft in the E- 
nemy's Country, having always had the firſt and moſt 
dangerous Place in the Battles, as his Forefathers had 
done, and that he would be the firſt Man that ſheuld 
enter Mexico. Sandoval had enough to do to appeaſe 
him with abundange of good Words. The 9 
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Dey they enter d Tercuca, the Hrdians being in their 
belt Apparel, with their Feathers, and other Orna- 
ments that made a gallant Appearance. Cortes came out 
to meet them finely dreſs d, and well attended. He 
embrac d the Tlaſcallun Noblemen, did them much 
Honour, and ſtood to ſee all paſs by in Order, which 
held ſix Hours, aſter which he quarter d and treated 


them, they expreſſing their Eagerneſs to fall upon their 


CHAP; | 

The Brigantines launchd in the Lake; 
Actions of Cortes in the Dominions of 
Mexico and Tezcuco; he tales Quau- 
navac, a Place of great Strength, and the 
City of Suchimilco. | CN 


i A T this very Time Cortes receiv'd Advice, that 
"A four Ships were arriv'd at Vera Graz from Hiſ- 
paniola, with two hundred Spariards, eighty Horſes, 
Arms, and Ammunition, and among them John de Al- 
dexcte, who was the firſt Treaſurer the King had in 
New Spain. Theſe Men ſet forward immediately, and 
came in Safety to Texexco, being a confiderable Rein- 
forcement to Cortes, who preſꝰ d the fitting out of the 
Brigantines. That Place being half a League from the 
Lake, and upon a Brook that had very little Water, 
eight thouſand Indians (as Martin Lope a. writ) dug a 
Trench along it ſo wide, that it could hold all the 
Brigantines, and at certain Diſtances they made Dams, 
to be able to convey them, with Engines /to paſs them 
beyond thoſe Dems. When they were all made — 
ö ener 
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there aroſe fuch a Tempeſt of Wind and Rain, that? 
without immediate Help they had: been daſti'd* in Pie- 
ces one againſt another. Where the laſt Dam ſtioule# 
be, tlley met with Stone, yet with Pick. axe and Crows 
they made a ſfielying Way, for the Brigantines, when: 
the Fhſh of Water came to run down with much Pre- 
cipitation into the Eake. The Morning that they 
were to be launch d into the Eake was: kept with much 
Devotion, and when the Signal was given, the Brigen- 

tines alf ran ſafe inte the Lakes Where they let fly 
their Colours, the Muſick play*d; the Guns were 
fir'd;' and both the Spaniſh and Indian Farces anſwer'd> 
thenr. Fhen 7+ Deum was ſung for the happy Sue- 


ceſs; and indeed it was wonderful that thirteen ſucks 


Veſſt ſhould be built in a Country where no Neceſſa- 
ries for them could be found; carry?don”' Mens Sheul- 
ders twenty Leagues, and ſo ſucceſsfully finiſti de. 
When that Work: Cortes had been ſo intent upon was 
hai to Perfection, he ſent: Alonſo di Qjoda wick 
fe thouſand T lſcallam to Villa Roa. to bring aπ ]. 
the Pieces of heavy Cannon, that had been- leſt there 


by a Ship from Jamaica. Ojeda: had ſeveral Skirmiſes: 


wich the Enemy in his way to Villa Rica andt arriving 
there, diſmounted the Guns, laid chem on Biets, and the. 
Carriages on others; each carry'd by twenty. Inuiam, 
who, were frequently} reliev d. He alſd took ſome 
Darrels of Pilchards for the Army, which had never 
its fill of Proviſions; and had many Reneountets by 
the Way; the Enemy growing bold becauſe they ſaw: 


LEES” 


the Offers frequently made them by the Aexicaus- 
who though Barbarians did all that could be imagin'd. 
either publickly or privately, to ſupport themſelves; 
but the Tlaſcallans proteſted, they would never upon 
any Account break the Promiſe they had made to Cortes. 
In Concluſion, Ojeda came ſafe to Teæcuco, and Cortes 
to requite this, and other Services perform'd by him, 
and becauſe he under ſtood and ſpoke the Indian Lan- 
guage very well, made him General of one hundred 
and eighty thouſand Indians he had in his Camp: 
Cortes: perceiving that his Iadians grew uneaſy be- 
cauſe nothing was done againſt the Meæxicant, took 
the Field with thirty Horſe, and three hundred Sa- 
ziſh Foot, and - Ojeda with forty, thouſand T laſcallans, , 
leaving the reſt of the Forces under rhe Command of 
Sandoval, and to prevent the People of Texcuco's giving 
Advice to the Mexicans, not mentioning 5 66 — he 


was going, he march'd along one Side of the Lake to 


the Northward, and having adyanc'd four Leagues, 
met a great Body of the Enemy, whom he attack d 
with his Horſe, routed them, the T laſcallans follow'd 
the Purſuit, kilbd many, and took a conſiderable: Boo- 
ty of Mantles, Targets, Feathers, and Jewels. That 
Night they lay in the Field. The next Day . 5 
proceeded to Aaltoca, | ſeated in a diſtinct Lake from 
that which lies between Mexico and Tecuco, and be- 
cauſe the Inhabitants confiding in their many Ditches, 
ſcoff d at the Spariards, they enter d the Water up to 
their Breaſts, and though ſeveral of them were hurt 
with Stones, Arrows, and other Weapons, they took 
the Town, burnt great Part of it, and with the Pro- 
viſions they found there advanc'd a League farther, 
where they ſtay d that Night with a light Supper. 
Moving in the Morning they ſaw ſome Enemies Who 
durſt not engage, but made great Cries at a Diſtance, 
and coming to another Town call'd: Gauanticlan, four 
Leagues from Mexico, found it abandon'd, lay 17 5 
oclr ; that 
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that Night, and went on the next Day to Tenapuca, 


two Leagues from Aexico, to which Place the Lake 
then extended, without meeting any Oppoſition. 
Thence they proceeded ro Eſcapuxalco, on the Lake, 
as well as the laſt, and but a League from Mexico. 
Being come to Tacuba, Cortes ſound it full of Men, 
and fortify'd with broader and deeper Trenches than 
other Places; but notwithſtanding the Defence made 


phy the Inhabitants, the Place was enter'd, and ſome of 


them kill'd, when Night coming on he refolv?4 to 
take up his Quarters in that City, keeping a ſtrict 
Guard. The next Day the Tlaſcallans plunder'd Ta- 
cuba, and burnt many Houſes, and Cortes ſtaying there 
fix Days, to inſult the Mexicans, many Skirmiſhes hap- 
ned with them, in which the Tlaſcallant always ſigna- 
 liz'd themſelves, and generally came off victorious. 
There were many Challenges, ſometimes Man to Man, 
ſometimes two to two, or four to four, and it is worth 


obſerving how deſperately they fought, and how 


they revil'd one another; for when once engag'd, 


they muſt either conquer, or dye. Cortes having or- 


der d Ojeda to take the Gold from the Tlaſcallans, and 
leave them whatſoever elſe they got in the Plunder, 
many thouſands of them went away, whereupon that 
was no more practis'd for the future. The People of 
Chalco came again to beg Aid, the Mexicans intending 
to deſtroy them, becauſe they furniſf'd Cortes with 
Proviſions, and he having need of them, ſent Sando- 
val with three hundred Spaniſh Foot, and twenty Horſe. 
' He being join'd by ſome Forces from Guaxocingo, and 
Guacachula, advanc'd to Guaſtepeque, where the Mexi- 


tan Garriſons came out to meet him, but were ſoon 
routed. The Tlaſcallans fell to plundering of the 


Town, where much Cotton Cloth was made, and tho' 
the Enemy return'd and gave a freſh Charge, they 
were again put to Flight, and purſu'd for the Space of 


a League. They advanc'd next to Capiſtla, a Town 
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ſeated on an Eminence, very difficult of Acceſs, fo 
that the Inhabitants throwing abundance of Stones, 
the Horſes could not mount, nor durſt the Tlaſcal- 
lans come near. Sandoval and Tapia ſay ing, it was a 
Shame that any Place ſhould be thought too ſtrong 
for the Spaniards, began firſt to climb, and were fol- 
low'd by many Soldiers, ſeveral of whom were wound- 
ed, and then the Confederate /zaiavs ſeeing them gain 


Ground ran on to the Attack. Many of the Deſen- 


dants were kill'd, and ſo many of thoſe that fled out 


at the other {ide of the Town, fell down Headlong, 


that a little River there was ſo bloody, that the Men 
tho' thirſty, could not drink for a conſiderable Time. 
Sandoval having fatisſy'd the People of Chalca, return'd 
to Texcuco, and was no ſooner there than Meſſengers 
came to acquaint him that the Mie xicans attack d them 
with greater Fury than before. Sandoval, went back, 
had another Battle, and drove the Meæxicaus into the 
Lake, took forty Priſoners, whom he carry'd to Tez- 
cuco, and Cortes gave them their Liberty, as he did 
by all others he took, hoping to put an end to that 
War without more Bloodſhed. L 
THEr Road to Vera Crux was now ſafer, fo that 
more frequent Intelligence was receiv'd from thence, 
and a Meſſenger who came with ſome Croſs-bows 
and Muskets, brought advice that more Ships were ar- 
riv'd there with Men. On Eſter Eve the Inhabi- 
tants of Chalco again ſent for Aid, and Cortes told 
them, he would go in Perſon. When ready to {ct 
our, Embaſſadors came from the Provinces of Tucapan, 
Maxralcingo and Aut lau, bringing great Preſents, pray - 
ing to be receiv'd into Favour, and offering to be- 
come Subjects to the great Lord of the Chriſtians, 
Cortes receiv d and diſmiſs d them favourably, ſaying, 
he was going to aſſiſt the Chalcotecans, and would do 
the like by them, when they ſhould have occaſion, 
He ſet out the 5th of 4prih, this Year 152.1, with 
FM T PT three 


The Hi $TO RY of America. 139 


three hundred Spamiſh Foot, thirty Horſe, and twenty 
thouſand Tlaſcall ans and Texcncans, leaving Sandoval 
to command the other Forces, bur before he arriv'd 
at Chaco, forty thouſand Confederates had join'd him. 


He made a ſhort ſtay there, ſaying, he would take a 


view of the Lake, and by the way was told, that the 


Mexicans waited for him in the Field. He lay that 


Nighr in a Town belonging to Chalco, ordering all 
the Army to be in a Readineſs at break of Day. 
Setting out in the Morning, after Maſs, about two 


in the Afternoon he pafs'd between very ſteep Moun- 


tains, and there on a fort of a Rock fpy'd abundance 
of Women, Children, and arm'd Men, who ſhouted 
at him. To pafs by them without taking notice, 
would look like Cowardice, and to attack them in that 


ſtrong Place, ſeem'd a Raffineſs, however he reſolv'd, 


rather than leave an Enemy in the Rear to give the Af- 
fault in three ſeveral Places at once, under the Command 
of rhe Enſign Chriſtopher de Corral, the Captains, Francis 
Verdugo, and John Rodriguez, and Peter de Irzio, and 
Andrew de Monjarraz, directing them to fall on at rhe 
fame Time, upon a Signal given. They gain'd two 
thirds of the Rock, but could not advance any further, 
becauſe thoſe above were continually ſupply'd from their 
Army in the Field, and caſting down Stones wounded 
twenty Spaniardi, and kill'd two, ſo that the reſt were 
oblig'd to retire, till the Forces that kept the Field, and 
ſupply'd them, being routed, they ſubmitted and beg- 
ged Pardon, offering to prevail with others, who de- 
ended another Rock to do the ſame. Cortes having ſuc- 


ceeded in thoſe two Enterprizes, which gairꝰèd him much 


Reputation, advanc d to Gaftepeque, took up his Quar- 


ters in a Houſe of that Lord, which ſtood in an Or- 


chard, that was two Leagues in Compaſs, through the 
midſt whereof ran a River, the Banks of it were co- 


ver'd with Trees, and Houſes at certain diſtances, with 


Gardens, of variety of Fruit and Flowers: There was 
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alſo variety of Birds, Plots of Ground ſow'd, Foun- 
rains, ſeveral Rocks artificially cut, eating Rooms, 
Oratories, and Mounts to look out, the Staus to them 
cut out in the Rock. There the Army reſted one 


Day, and proceeded thence to Tawrepeque, where were 


conſiderable Forces which fled, and were purſu'd as 
far as Xicitipegue, where many Men were kilPd, and 
many Women taken. The Lord of the Place not 
coming to make his Submiſſion, it was burnt, and as 
they were departing, Meſſengers came from another 
Town call'd Tamtopeque, ſubmitting themſelves to the 
King of Spain. 

Thar Day Cortes came in Sight of a very ſtrong 
Town, calld Quaunavac, which had only two ways 
to go into it, by reaſon of the many Walls, and 
Quagmires, nor did the Spaniards know thoſe ways, 
but upon viewing found them out, and drew near, 
not doubting but that they ſhould get in. The De- 
fendants did much harm, and no Ground was gain'd, 
but when it was leaſt expected, a brave Tlaſcallan got 
through a very dangerous way, and the Defendants 
thinking that the Spaniards were breaking in there, 
fled in a Conſternation, fix Spaniards had follow'd the 
T laſcallan, and entring the Town, fell upon the Backs 
of thoſe that made good the Wall againſt Cortes, there 
being only a Slough between, which ſerv'd inſtead 
of a Ditch. They being in a Fright at that unex- 
pected Attack, quitted their Poſt, and were purſu'd 
by other Spaniards and T laſcallans that had then en- 
ter'd the Place. Thus was this ſtrong Fortreſs gain'd, 
and the Townſmen fled to the Mountains; but the 
next Day the Lord return'd, to ſubmit himſelf, and 
beg Pardon. Cortes having forgiven them held on 


his way to Mexico, through Woods of Pine Trees, 
and a deſert Country, without any Guide. He march- 


ed through a Mountain Paſs that was three Leagues 
in Length, enduring ſo much Thirſt, that ſome In- 
or 9 dlians 
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diaus dy'd. The next Day they were in Sight of 
Suchimilco, a fine City, ſeated in the freſh Water 
Lake, four Leapues from Mexico, and well fortiſy'd with 
Ditches, and Trenches. The Inbabitants rejectin 

the Peace offer d them, the Spaniards attack'd the fir 

Trench, and carry'd it in half an Hour; then purſu- 
ing their Victory, they paſs d a large Cut of Water, 
and tho' wet, poſſeſs d themſelves of half the City, 
the Fight continuing with great Cries, ſome ſaying, 


Kill, and others ſuing for Peace; but this being known 


to be a Slight, to gain Time to ſave their Goods, uſe- 
leſs People, and expect Succours, no notice was taken 
of them. Two Spaniards were kill d, becauſe they 
went aſide to plunder. The Indians fell upon the 
Backs of the Spaniards, the ſaree Way they came in; 
but Cortes turn'd with a few Horſemen, and routed 
them, tho* ſome Mexicans ſtood boldly with their 
Swords and Targets. Cortes's Horſe being quite tir'd, 
lay down, and he fought deſperately a-foot, ſurround- 
ed by a Number of Enemies, who rally'd upon ſome 
Relief coming to them. A Tlaſcallan with his Sword, 
and Target came to his Aſſiſtance and ſaid, Fear not, 
T am a Tlaſcallan. They fought a while, beat off their 


Enemies, the Tiaſcallan help'd him to get up his Horſe 


that had breath'd a little, he look'd upon the Indian, 
thought him very brave, and well ſhap'd ; other Indi- 
ans and Spaniards came in and quite drove away. the 
Enemy. The Men being drawn together lay that 
Night in the City, keeping ſtrict Guard. The next 
Day Corfes look'd out for the Indian that had reſcu'd 


him, who could not be found dead or alive. 


Quautimoc, the new King of Mexico being inform'd 
that Cortes had taken Suchimilco, made a Speech to his 
Nobility to encourage them to recover that Place, 
and defend their Country to the utmoſt. According- 
ly above twelve thouſand Men imbark d on two thou- 
fand Canoes, a numberkſs Multitude marching by 


Land * 
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Lind, without diſplaying their Colours, or fouriling 


their Martial Muſick, for the more Secrecy. Corres 
having receiv'd Advice of it by his Spies, went up to 


the top of a Tower to take a view of them, drew 


up his Men in three Bodies, and the Enemy drew near 
both by Land and Water, at the ſame Time. They 
had many of the Swords they had before taken of .the 
Spaniards in their City, and advanc'd, crying, Mexico, 
Mexico. Cortes order d five hundred Tlaſcallans, and 
twenty of his Horſemen to break through che'Enemy, 
and get up a Hill that was hard by, and to charge a- 
gain when he directed them. They did fo, with 


much Bravery and Succeſs, and the Spaniards falling 


on in the other Parts, rhe Battle grew very hot. 
Then Corres order d the Tlaſcallaus and Horſemen on 
the Hill to fall in upon the Enemy's Rear. The Horſe 
did much Execution, but one Body coming on as 
ſoon as another was broken, three Days were taken up 
in the Action before a compleat Victory could be ob- 
tain'd, by which ſeveral Spaniſh Swords were reco- 
ver d. The Town, though confiſting of very good 
Buildings, was burnt, and the Enemy cloſe purſu'd as 
far as Cxyoacan, two Leagues from Suchimilco. Cortes 
then went about to view the feveral Cauſways, in or- 
der to lay Siege ro Mexico, thoſe People boldly ven- 
ruring out to Attack his Baggage, but great Numbers 
of them were kill'd, and the Tlaſcallans got a conſide- 
rable Booty by them. Tn ſhort, after a long and trou- 
bleſome March, he return'd' to Texcuco. There he 
muſter'd his Spaniards, and found nine hundred Foot 


and eighty-fix Horſe, and among the Foot one hun- 


dred and eighteen Croſs-bow Men and Musketeers; 
the reſt being Pike and Target Men, with ſome Coats 
of Mail and Cotton Armour; three large Pieces of 
Iron Cannon, fifteen ſmall ones of Braſs, ten hundred 


Weight of Powder, and Store of Ball. He compleat- 


ed fitting of the Brigantines, putting one Gun 


into 


= 


The HIS TO RT of America. 143 


into each of them, nominated all the Commanders, 
and publiſh'd Ordinances, which being ſtrictly ob- 
ſerv'd, contributed much to his good Succeſs. Alenſo 
de Ojeda was ſent to adjuſt the Difference there was be- 
tween the Inhabitants of Chulula, and thoſe of Tope- 
jauco, about their Borders, after which he was to pro- 
ceed to Tlaſcala to bring away the Forces of that Re- 
publick ; giving them Warning, that unleſs they came 
in ten Days, the War would be carry'd on without 
them, and they would loſe their great Share of the 
Booty. Ojeda accordingly ſpoke to the Lords of TI 
cala, who return'd him a favourable Anſwer ; but the 
Forces not being ſo ready as he expected, he march'd 
away to Gualipa, with four thouſand Men, who by 
the next Morning were increagd to thirty hook, 
and the next Day to near two hundred thouſand, 
all counted by Aiquipiles of the Cacao Berries, by which 
they keep their reckning. 
W 1TH this Force Ojeda march'd to Tezcuco, Cortes 
came out to meet them, embrac'd all the Prime Men. 
That City, though fo large, could not contain all the 
Multitude, who were very gay, well arm'd, and ea- 
ger to Fight, as they afterwards made it appear. Corres 
made a Speech to his Spaniards, and another to the 
Chiefs of the Indians, who all anſwer d him to his 
Hearts content, ſhowing their Alacrity and Readi- 
neſs to follow him. On Eaſter Monday he made the 
Diſtribution of his Forces, after this manner. He re- 
ſery'd to himſelf three hundred Men, with which he 
was to ſerve aboard the Brigantines ; Peter de Alparado 
had thirty Horſe, and one hundred and fifty Foot 
with Swords and Targets, eighteen Croſs-bow Men 
and Musketeers, two Pieces of Cannon, and above 
thirty thouſand Tlaſcallaus, to take his Poſt at Tacuba. 
Chriſtopher de Olid had thirty-three Horſe, eighteen 
Croſs-bows and Musketeers, one hundred and ſixty 
other Foot, two Pieces of Cannon, and near thir- 


ow 
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I ty thouſand Tlaſcallays, to take Poſt at Cuyoacan. 
=o Gongalo de Sandoval had thirty-three Horſe, four 
 Musketeers, thirteen Crofs-bows, fifteen Foot with 
Swords and Targets, and all the Indians of Guaxo- 
Cingo, Chulula, and Chalco, being about forty thou- 
fand, who were to deſtroy the City of Y=rapalapa, 
and take Poſt as ſhould be thought moſt convenient, 
= after joining the Garriſon of Cayoacan, and advancing 
along one of the Cauſways on the Lake, being aſſiſted 
1 by the Brigantines, to the End that Cortes then ad- 
| vancing with them, Sandoval might the better take his 
| Quarters where he thought fir. Martin Lopez, a bold 
ij and diſcreet Man, was with the Brigantines, with Men 
I! us'd to the Sea, each Veſſel carrying twenty-five Spa- 
. niardi, and ſix Crofs-bow Men and Musketeers. Al- 
if varado and Olid march'd out from Texcuco on the 22d 
5 of May, to take their Poſts, and coming to Tacuba, 
1 found it abandon'd, quarter'd in the Lord's Houſe, 
| and though it was late, the Tlaſcallaus would take a 
| view of Mexico, and foughr three Hours with thoſe 
i People. The next Day the Commanders cut off the 
Aqueduct that convey'd Water to the City, which 
was a very great Loſs to it, and the ſame Day they 
caus'd the Ways about the Lake to be repair'd, that 
i" the Horſe might with more caſe haſte from one Place 
ii to another. Having ſpent four Days in gaming ſome 


Wl - Trenches and ſtronę Patſes, Olid went away to Cuyoa= 
\ can. We will now cave Mexico for a while, to take 
ik Notice of what was doing in other Parts, and then re- 
TW turn to the Siege. | 


The HisTory of America. 145 


e H A P. HI. 


Magellan“ /ovage to the South-Sea; his 


Death; ro hat havued afterwards to his. 


Ships; their Arrival at the Molucco 
ande, and what hefe them there, tiil 
the Ship Victory ſail for Spain. 


V TE left Aagellam juſt enter d into the South Sea, 
through the Streight he had difcover'd, and 
which is ſtiil known by his Name. He now in the 
beginning of this Year 1521, advancing with his three 
Ships into that Ocean, which daily appear'd more im- 
menſe, finding the Sun in his Zenith in 7 
Degrees fifty Minutes of South Latitude, ſteer'd 
fill on to the Northward, hoping to find ſ me Iſlands, 
where he might get Proviſions, and faild two thou- 
ſand Leagues, without ſeeing any Thing beſides two 
Deſert T{lands in the midſt of the Ocean. They ad- 
vanc'd eight hundred Leagues farther, and on the z 0th 
of Jauuary found themſelves in the Latitude of fifteen 
Degrees forty-eight Minutes, where they ſaw two 
very beautiful Iſlands, inhabited by abundance of bru- 
riſh People, who. worſhip'd Idols, and paſs'd from 
one Iſland to the other, being eight. Leagues diſtant, 
in'Carives, the biggeſt of which could carry only ten 
Men. They had well ſhap'd Shoulder of Mutton . 
Sails, made of Palin-tree Leaves; their Food was Coco- 
Nurs, VY names, and Tome little Rice. So many of the 
' Natives going aboard, that the Ships could not hold 
hen, Magellan order d them to be turn'd out, which 
was done by Force, becauſe they would not go. Thoſe 
Nilas being provok d at it, return'd in their Canoes, 
and rhrew*ſo many Stones, and Staves hardned in the 
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Fire, that though at firſt he had order'd that they 
ſhould not be hurt, not being able to endure it any 
longer, he caus'd the great Guns to be fir'd, which 
killd ſome, and yet they came again to Barter what 
they had for ſuch Things as they lik'd aboard the 
Ships. One Afternoon, as they were cruizing by one 
of thoſe Iſlands, the Indians looſned the Skiff that was 
at the Commander's Stern, and carry'd it away. The 
next Morning he ſent two Boats with ninety arm'd 
Men, to a Place at the Foor of a Mountain, whither 
they had carry'd the Skiff. The Indians ran up the 
Hill, and threw ſo many Stones as if it had hail'd, 
bur as ſoon as the Muskets were fir'd they fled, then 
the Spaniards enter d the Town, ſer Fire to it, kilbd 
all they found there, and carry'd off the Proviſions. 
The Indians ſuppoſing that to be done for the Skiff, 
turn d it out to Sea, which Magellan ſecur'd, water'd, 
and divided the Refreſhments, many of the Men be- 
ing Sick for Want. The next Day he fail'd from 
thoſe Iſlands, which he call'd de las Yelas Latinas, that 
is, of the Shoulder of Mutton Sails, advanc'd three 


hundred Leagues Weſtward, and diſcover'd many I- 


ſlands, where there was Plenty of Proviſions, and they 
underſtood the Language of an Indian Magellan had 


with him. Paſſing through them they anchor'd at a 


ſmall Iſland, call'd Maxagua, near a little Town. The 
King ſent a Canoe with ren Men, to know who they 
were, and what they wanted, and becauſe the Inter- 

preter underſtood them, Magellan anſwer'd, that they 
were Subjects of the King of Spain, who would con- 
clude a Peace with him, and trade, deſiring to be ſup- 
ply'd with Proviſions, and they would pay for them. 
The King anſwer d, he had not enough ſor ſo many 
Men, but would part what he had with them. They 
carry'd aboard the Ships four Swine, three Goats, and 
ſome Rice, and that being Eaſter Sunday, Magellan or- 
der'd all the People to go aſhore to hear Maſs, and a 
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reat Croſs to be ſet up on an high Hill, to the Intent 
that if other Ships hapned to come thither, they mighr 
ſee that Chriſtians had been there before. Magellan 
ask d the King, whether there was any Place, where he 
might be furmſh'd with Proviſions. He anſwer'd, 
that there was a great Iſland twenty Leagues off, the 
King whereof was his Relation, and would ſupply 
him with as much as he requir'd, and being deſir'd to 
ſead Pilots to ſhow the Way, he offer'd to go him- 
ſelf. Magellan made him ſome Preſents, beſides what 
he had given before, the King imbark'd with ſome 
Indiaus, and when they arriv'd at the Ifland of Zebn, 
for ſo it was call d, above two thouſand Men came out 
of the Town, arm'd with Spears, and large Shields, 
who with much Aſtoniſhment gaz'd on the Ships, ha- 
ving never ſeen any before. The King of Maragua 
went aſhore, told the King his Relation, that thoſe 
were peaceable People, that they had valuab'e Com- 
modities to Barter, and that he ſhould furniſh them 
with Proviſions, becauſe they were in great Want. 
The King of Zebu ſent to ſignify to Magellan, that 
he would have him in the firſt Place to eſtabliſh Peace, 
who anſwering that he was willing, the King ſent a- 
gain to acquaint him, that his Cuſtom was, when he 
made Peace with any ſtrange Nation, that the two 
Prime Men ſhould be let Blood in the Breaſts, and that 
they ſhould drink one another's Blood. Magellan ſaid, 
he was content it ſhould be ſo, and the next Morn- 
ing, when he expected the King aboard to perform 
that Ceremony, he ſent Word, that he rook his good 
Will for the Deed, and look'd upon the Peace as con- 
cluded. ; whereupon Magellan order'd all the Guns to 
be fir'd for Joy, which ſo aſtoniſt'd the Indians, that 
if it had heen done before the Concluſion of the 
Peace, all the Inhabitants would have fled out of the 
Town. The Indians immediately carry'd aboard the 

Ships a great quantity of Fowls, Swine, Goats, Rice, 
| es U 2 Coco- 
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Coco- nuts, Ynames, and other forts of Fruit, 
all which was purchas'd for Hawks-bells, and Glaſs 
Beads. Four Days aſter, when the Men were reco- 
ver'd by the Plenty of Proviſions, Magellan order'd 
a Stone Chamber to be made aſhore, to ſay Maſs in. 
As ſoon as done, he went aſhore with his Men to 
hear Maſs; the King, Queen, their Son, and all the 
prime Men, flock d to ſee what the Chriſtians would 
do, and the Prieſt, by means of the Interpreter, gave 
them ſome account of the Catholick Faith, whereup- 
on they ſaid, they would be Chriſtians; the Prieſt 
baptiz d them, and all the Inhabitants of the Town, 
and Magellan order'd a great Croſs to be fer before 
the Church. | 

Tu Indians being baptiz d, and Magellan think- 
ing that all Things ſucceeded to his Mind, he 
caus'd a Houſe to be built for trading, that is, a Facto- 
ry, in order to barter for Proviſions, and having got 
ſome Intimation of the Iſland of Borneo, refolv'd to 
ſail thither, hoping to get better Information of the 
Spice Illands. There were ſeveral Kings in this Iſland 
of Zebu, which is one of the Philippines, and they 
were ſometimes at War. The King before ſpoken of 
being become a Chriſtian, and owning himſelf a Sub- 
ject to the Crown of Spain, Magellan to ſhow him 
1 4 much that would be ſor his Intereſt, ſent to 
command the other Kings of the Iſland to ſubmit 
themſelves to the Chriftian King. Two of them com- 
ply d, but the other two made no Account of his 
Orders; whereupon he fer out at Midnight, with two 
Boats full of armed Men, burnt one of their Towns, 
and came away with good ſtore of Proviſions. The 
next Day, he ſent word to the King of Matar, that 
he would burn. his Town, if he did not ſubmit to 
the Chriſtian King. He anſwer d, he might come, 
and he would expect him; and though the Chriſtian 


King adyis'd him, not to go, becauſe he was inform- 
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ed, that the two Kings who had ſubmitted, and the 
other, whoſe Town he had burnt, were already at 
Matan, with fix thouſand Men, he ſet out with ſix- 
ty Men in rhree Boats, and the Chriſtian King bore 
him Company, with one thouſand Men in Canoes. 
Captain Seraro preſſed him not to go for ſeveral good 
Reaſons; yer he went and arriv'd at Matan two Hours 
beſore Day, but the Tide being out, the Boats could 
not come within a Croſs-bow- ſhot of the Town. 
Magellan would have made the Attack immediately, 
but the Chriftian King diſſwaded him, knowing that 
the Enemy had dug many deep Pits, with ſhar 

Stakes drove into them, where his Men muſt nao. 0 
periſh ; praying he would let him give the firſt onſet 
with his thouſand Indians, and ſupport him with the 
Spaniards, which would ſecure the Victory. Magel- 
len was ſo far from complying, that he commanded 


him to ſtand ſill, and fee how the Spaniards fought. 


When it was Day, he landed with fifty-five Men, 
and finding no Body in the Town, ſer fire to it, 
and immediately was attack'd by two Bodies of Ju- 
dians, with whom he maintain'd a Fight moſt part 
of the Day, till the Musketeers had no more Pow- 


der, nor the Croſs-bow-men Shafis, which the Na- 


tives perceiving they preſſed on, and Magellan thought 
fir to retire, the Chriſtian King looking on all the 


while, as h* had been commanded. In the retreat 


Magellan was kill'd, through his own Raſhneſe, in 


running himſelf into that needleſs Danger, a brave 
Man Kereing a better Fate. With him died ſeven 
1 and then the King ſeeing the reſt ſo di- 
ſtreſſed, came in to their Relief, and brought them 
off. This happened on the twenty-ſeventh of April 


1521, and then the Philippine Iſlands were firſt diſco- 


ver d. 
UPon the Death of Magellan, the Spaniards choſe 
Edward Barboſa for their Commander in chief, 
| 5 being 
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had to ſay, gave him two Pieces of China Damask, 
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being invited aſhore by the Chriſtian King, went with 
ſeveral of the Men, who were all treachcruſly mur- 
der d there as they were ſitting at an Entertainment 
pro\11ed for that wicked End. Thoſe that remain'd 
aboard the Ships underſtanding what had hapned, ap- 
pointed Fohn Carvallo their Commadore, and failing 
away, arriv'd at a large Ifland call d Quepindo, the 
Natives whereof were Gentiles, but in the Sea-ports, 
there were Mooriſh Merchants, from Malaca, and Ja- 
va. Finding no Rice here, they proceeded to the 
Iſland of Puluan, where they purchas'd great Store of 
Rice, Swine, Fowls, Goats, and other Things, for 
bits of Linnen Cloth, Knives, Sciſſors, Glaſs Beads, 
and other Trifles. Thence they fail d to Borneo, where 
entring the River, three Veſſels, there call'd Canami- 
zes, the Stems whereof were like Serpents Heads gilt, 
came from the King, to enquire what Ships thoſe 


were, and what they wanted. Aboard: them was an 
anrient Man, the King's Secretary, with much Noife 


of Trumpets, Kertledrums, and ſuch like Inſtruments. 
The Ships faluted him with their Guns, he went a- 
board, embrac'd the Commadore in loving manner, 
and being inform'd, that they had ſeveral Commodi- 
ties ro trade, order'd much Plenty of Proviſions to 
be brought, and the Commander ſcat by him Preſents 
to the King, beſides what he gave to him, and his 
Attendants. The King being inform'd of all theſe 


Particulars, deſird to have two Men ſent him to ſee 


them. Gonzalo de Eſpinoſa was accordingly ſent, with 
another, who were mer by above two thouſand Men, 
arm'd with Bows and Arrows, Trunks, Shields, and 
Cymiters as long as Spariſh Swords, beſides Cuiraſſes 
made of Tortoiſe Shells; their Cloaths all of Silk. 
There came with them an Elephant having a Caſtle 


on his Back, into which they put Eſpinoſa, and fo he 


was carry'd to the King, who having heard what he 


and 
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and one for every other Spaniard. Eſpinoſa told the 
Commadore what he had ſeen, and adviſed, in regard 


that the City was very populous, to keep at a diſtance. 


from it, till they were better acquainted with the Peo- 
ple, which was accordingly done. Five Men being af- 
terwards ſent aſhore to buy ſome Neceſſaries, were 


detain'd there, till thoſe aboard the Ships ſeizing ſe- 


veral Veſſels of the Iſland, two of thoſe Spaniards were 
reſtor d, and yet the other three could not be obtain- 
ed, whereupon the Ships fail'd away, and in their way 
took an Indian Veſſel call'd a Junk, which the Men 
had abandon d, and found in it above thirty thouſand 
Coco- nuts. When they had refitted in a Bay, they 


depos d John Carvallo from the chief Command they 


had before given him, and confer'd it on Gonzalo 
Gomez, de Eſpinoſa, at the fame Time John Sebaſtian 
del Cano, of whom more hereafter, was made Captain/ 
of the Ship Victory. After many difficulties, by the 
aſſiſtance of a Moor they had taken, they arriv'd at 
the Iſland of Tidore, one of the Moluccos, they had 
been ſo long in ſearch of, on the 8th of November, 
this ſame Year 1521. The King of the Iſland whoſe 


Name was Almanzor, came aboard in a very rich Shirt 
| adorn'd with gold Needle Work, and over it a white 


Cloth, girt about his Waſte, hanging down to the 
Ground, and on his Head a fine Silk Veil like a Mi- 
tre. He bid the Sailors that were repairing the Buoys, 
Welcome, and when in the Ship, ſtopp'd his Noſe. 


by reaſon of the ſmell of Bacon, | becauſe he was a 


Mahometau, though thoſe People had not been in the 
Iſland fifty Years, they being before inhabited by 
Gentiles, who kept themſelves then in the Mountains. 
The Spaniards having paid the proper Reſpect, pre- 
ſented him, his Son, and all that attended him, and 
ask'd leave to trade in his Ifland, which he readily 
granted, bidding them kill any Man that offended 
them. He then view'd the Standard, and looking 
BE | | e upon 
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tlie 28 Com, ſaid, hie knew. before by A- 
y, char Chriftians would come thither for Holce, 
whitet they might" take in a good Hour. He rien 
role off his Mitre, embrac'd them, and departed. 
Aſter this the King took an Oath, that he would al- 


ways be a Friend to the King of Spain, and ſupply 


his Subjects when they came to his ITflands, with 
Elves; and ſucft other Spice as he had, in exchange 
for Einnen, Cloth, and Silks. The Kings and Go- 
vernours of the other Iſland came aboard, and took 
the like Oath, ſubmitting themſelves to the Crown 
of Spuim and ſending many Preſents, and ſome Youths. 
When the Ships were ready to ſail, the Trinity, begin 
the Admiral, was found leaky, and there being no poſ- 
Mifity- of refitting it, without turning up the Keel, 
which would take up much Time, it was reſolv'd, 
dur Captain Jahn Sebaſtian del Caro, in the Ship Vi- 
dry, ſhonld* fait away for Spain by the way the Por- 
imrfer us dro take from India, and to carry the Let- 
ters and Preſents of the Kings of the Molucco Iſlands 
whe King of Spain. oo | 

To avoick diſmembring this Relation we will pro- 
eeed with it in this Place, though it belong to the 


enſuing Year 1522, at the Beginning whereof the 


Ship Victory fail'd: from Tidbre, one of the Molucco 
Iflands, with ſixty Spatiards, and ſome of the Na- 
yes. They touch'd at an Iſland. in eight Degrees 


and a half Latitude, that produces Pepper ; and then 


ﬆ Tumor, where they took in white Saunders, and ſaw 
much Ginger and Gold. Piſſing by Sumatra, by 
the Antients call d Trapobana, they ſtruck out into the 


nin Ocean, and ſteer'd South Weſt to avoid meet- 


ing the Portagurſet, and left all rhe Coaſt of Iudia on 
the Starhoard fide, making for the Cape of Good Hope. 
Thus they came into forty-two Degrees of South La- 
tide: They met with ſome Storms, and ſuffer'd 
much Want, whereof ſome dy'd, and had not God 


favour'd 
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frour'd them with fair Winds they muſt. all have 
periſned. At length they arriv'd in much Diſtreſs at 
the Iſland of Santiago, near Caboverde. Thirty Men 
went aſhore towater, and buy Proviſions, and got ſome 
Blacks to pump, the Ships being leaky, and many of 
the Spaniards ſick. The Portugaeſe Commander there, 
ſeiz'd them and the Boat; and endeayour'd to poſſeſs 
himſelf of the Ship, but Captain John Sebaſtian del 
Cano hoiſted Sail, and arriv'd at Sanlutar on the 6th 
of September the aforeſaid Year 1522, with his Men 
very weak, and fatigu'd. They ſpent three Years 
wanting fourteen Days on this Voyage, and miſtook 
one Day in their reckoning, ſo that they eat Fleſh on 
Friday, and celebrated Eaſter on Monday, the reaſon 


$ whereof ſhall be ſhown hereafter. They faild ten 


thouſand, or according to their reckoning fourteen 
thouſand Leagues. Captain John Sebaſtian del Cano, 
vain'd immortal Renown, being the firſt Man that 
| ever went round the World. The reaſon of their 
gaining a Day, as was ſaid above, and taking Monday 
for Sunday is, becauſe in failing con: inually to the Eaſt- 
ward, the Sun daily riſes ſomething ſooner to them 
than it would do at the Place of their Departure, fo 
that every Day ſometime is advanc'd, which in failing 
round the World amounts to a whole Day; whereas 
in failing to the Weſtward the contrary happens, the 
Sun daily riſing later, ſo that in going round thar 
way they come to loofe a Day. The other Ship, 
call'd the Trinity, which ftay'd at Tidore to refit; 
when the Victory came away, attempted to make its 
way to Panama, but was forc'd back to the Moluccos, 
and there periſhed, ſome few of the Men that ſur- 
viv'd all their Sufferings, being at laſt brought over a- 
board the Portugueſe Ships from India, five Years af- 
ter their Departure from Spain. As ſoon as the Ship 
Vittory arriv'd at Sanlucar they landed their lading, 
being five hundred and thirty-three Quintals, or hun- 
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dred Weight of Cloves, ſome Cinnamon, Nutmegs, 


Sanders, and other ſmall matters. The Men went a- 
ſhore in Proceſſion to return Thanks to God for their 
fafe Arival after ſo long and before unheard of Voyage. 
The Emperor receiv d Captain John Sebaſtian del Ca- 
no after a moſt affectionate manner, rewarding him, 
and all his Men, as they really deſerv'd for — 
been the firſt that following the Courſe of the Sun 
from Eaſt to Weſt, perform'd the whole Compaſs of 


this Globe, which others who only follow'd their 


Track, have ſo much boaſted of. We will now re- 
turn to Cortes, and the Proceedings in New Spain. 


—— 


| „HA,. N. 

Victories obtain d by Cortes on the Lake, 
and the Cauſways at Mexico; that Seige 
carry d on; ſeveral Towns ſubmit to the 
Crown of Spain; the Spaniards meet with 
a great Misfortune; the Mexicans re- 
Joyce. 5 


Fw Siege of Mexico being begun, as has been 


fſeid before, and Quautimoc, the new King there, 
with the general conſent of his Subjects reſolving to 


ſtand it out to the laſt, all the neceſſary Diſpoſitions 


were made on both Sides. It happened at this Time that 
ſome Spaniards broke the Head of a Tlaſcallam Man of 
Quality, call'd Pilteciteth, Couſin German to Xiceten- 
cal, who commanded ſixty. thouſand Men of their 


Nation, under Alvarado, which Inſult was committed 


upon a Diſpute about loading an Indian. Alonſo dt 
Ojeda ſoon huſh'd up that Affair, becauſe had Corres 
known it, he would certainly have hang'd the Spari- 


aras, 
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way to compoſe that Affair had been to give him 
leave to return to Tlaſcala, which many, being wea- 
ry of the War, | much covered. Hereupon Mcoten- 


cal, who had never lov'd the Spaniards, ſtole away 


out of the Army, with ſome of his Friends. Alva- 
rado ſoon miſs d him, and acquainted Cortes, who ſent 


away Ojeda and Marquez, to T laſcala to ſecure o- 
_ rencatl, and the others that went away with him, which 


they did, and as ſoon as brought back to Tescuco, he 


was hang'd on a very high Gallows, an Interpreter 


proclaiming the Cauſe of his Execution, and he tho' 
an haughty Man dy'd very faint-heartedly. As ſoon 
as dead, the Indians cut his Garments in Pieces and 
carry d them away, as if they had been Relicks. This 


' Execution ſtruck much Terror into all the Tadian, by 


reaſon of his high Poſt and Quality,” - 

Tux three Bodies under Alvarado, Sandoval and 
Old having taken their Poſts at their reſpect At- 
tacks, Cortes went aboard the Brigantines towards the 
City of T&tapalapa, at the Time when Sandoval was 


aſſaulting and burning it. ene a Mount, or 


Rock encompaſsd by the Water, near that City, where 


a great number of Men, with their Wives and Chil 
dren had fortify'd themſelves, and provok d him with 


their Cries, he landed one hundred and fifty Soldiers, 
and advancing at the Head of them, though the Place 
was high and ſteep, enter d it with Sword in Hand, 
flew all the Men, and fav'd the Women and Chit 
dren, though twenty-fiveof his Men had been wound» 
ed, but none killd. This Conqueſt put all thoſe 
People into a great Conſternation, they having look'd 
upon that Place as impregnable. The Mexicam, and 
other Inhabitants of the Cities in the Lake, percei- 
ving that Cortes was advancing on it, came out to 


meet him in an immenſe number of Canoes, and it 


Pleas'd God, that juſt as they drew near, a brisk Gale 
0B e Tp blew 
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blew from the Shore ſo favourable for the Brigantines, 
that it look d as if it had been miraculous, whereupon 


making all the Sail they could, and plying their Oars, 


they ruſh'd in furiouſly upon the Enemy, who be- 
gan to be diſorder d by the Wind, and to fly. Abun- 
dance of Canoes were overſet, and ſunk, and great 
numbers of Men were killd and drowned. They 
follow'd the Chace for the Space of three Leagues to 
the very Houſes of Mexico, taking many Perſons of 
Note and others, the Canoes running foul of one a- 
nother, and thus Cortes made himſelf Maſter of the 
Lake. Olid, who lay with his Troops at Guyoacan, 
obſerving the Succeſs of Cortes, advanc'd along the 
Cauſway, engag'd the AZexicans, gain d ſeveral Tren- 
ches and Bridges, and under the Shelter of the Bri- 


gantines, which kept near the Cauſway, the Tlaſcal. 


{ans purſu'd the Enemy, took and kil'd many, and 
many threw themſelves off the Cauſway, on that Side 
where the Brigantines were not. Thus they follow'd 
their Victory for a full League. When the Mexican, 
were all fled into their City, Cortes landing with thir- 
ty Men, by Force made himſelf Maſter of certain I- 
dol Towers that were within Incloſures of Stone Walls, 
where he planted three Pieces of Cannon, and the 
Cauſway for half a League, to the City being throng'd 
with People, and abundance of Canoes on both Sides 
of ir, he order'd one Piece to be diſcharg d, which 
kill'd very many as they ſtood ſo thick, whereupon 
the reſt retir d. The Powder then took Fire, through 
the negligence of the Gunner, and more was ſent for 
to iapalapa, being two Leagues of. Cortes not think- 
ing fit to abandon that Poſt he had gain'd, reſolv'd 
to ſtay there himſelf, bringing more Men from the 
Forces under Sandoval and Olid, and to keep the Bri- 
gantines there. The Mexicaus thought, if they at- 
tack'd the Spaniards at Midnight, they ſhould find 
them aſleep, being tir d with to Fatigue of the Day 
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ter running before it. Here the Multitude of Indians, 
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before, though this was contrary to their C uſtom, and 


accordingly great numbers advanc'd along the Cauſway, 
and in Canoes, but they never doing any thing with- 


out Noiſe, and Cortes being very vigilant, they were 


ſoon repuls d by the Shot from the Fire-arms and 
Croſs-bows. A Dll. + ö 
TRE next Morning, as foon as it was Day, Mul- 
titudes of Mexicaus made another Sally on the Cauſ- 
way, and in Canoes, did harm on the other ſide of 


the Cauſway, where the Brigantines were not, he or- 
der'd a Paſſage to be cut through, and four of them 


to paſs, which ſecur'd the Cauſway, and gave Chace 


to the Canoes, burning ſome Houſes in the City. 


Sandoval advancing along this Cauſway, burnt the lit- 
tle. City of Cupoacan, and finding the Cauſway there 
broken, with the Aſſiſtance of two Brigantines, laid 
a Bridge over it. There Sandoval finding Cortes 
engag'd went to his Aſſiſtance, and was ſtruck through 
the Foot with one of the Darts hardened at the Fire, 


which the Jadiaus threw. The Action continu'd here 


ſix Days, with very little Intermiſſion, the Brigan- 
tines burning the Houſes of the City in ſeveral Parts, 


and found a Paſſage to go round, and penetrate into 


it, which kept the Canoes at a great diſtance from 
the Beſiegers, whereas before their numbers were ter- 
rible. Alvarado having acquainted Cortes, that the 
Mexicans had a Communication with the Continent 
by two Cauſways, he ſent Olid, though wounded, 
and others to ſecure thoſe Paſſes, by which means 
the City was quite enclos'd. Cortes then march'd 
himſelf a-foot at the head of his Men, and gain'd an 
Intrenchment the Enemy had made behind a Breach 
on the Cauſway. Thence he proceeded to the En- 
trance into the City, where was a ſtrong Idol To .- 
er, and at the Foot of it a great Bridge drawn up, 
with a ſtrong work behind it, a great Stream of Wa- 


and 
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and the Violence of the Water ſtopp'd the Spaniards, 
but Cortes order d Targeteers to draw up in the Front, 
and behind them the Muskets and Cross- bos to give 
a Diverſion, whilſt the Brigantines landing Men on 
the Sides gain d the Intrenchment, which was per- 
form'd with leſs Difficulty than had been conceiv'd, 
the Defendants flying, and then Corres paſs'd over with 
his Spaniards and Indians, which laſt being eighty 
"thouſand ſoon fill'd up the Breach where the Bridge 
had been, with Stones and Earth. Hence they wert 
on and gain'd another Work that was in the greateſt 
Street of the whole City, and without halting came to 
another Bridge that was drawn up. where er remo- 
ving the Jadians with their Fire-Arms, ſeveral Spaniards 
caſt themſelves into the Water, and got over, though 
loden with their Cotton Armour, which Boldneſs of 
theirs made the Mexicans quit their Poſt, and the Tops 
of the Houſes. The Breach of the Bridge was ſoon 
fill'd up, the Forces paſs'd, and purſu'd thoſe that fled 
to another Bridge that was not drawn up, nor forti- 
fy'd, near one of the great Markets in the City, the 
Inhabitants having left it ſo, as nor believing that the 
Beſiegers could ever come thirher. Being thus come 
upon the firm Land, Cortes order'd the Cannon to Fire 
into that Market, where every Shot made a dreadful 
Slaughter, the Mexicaus being there as thick as they 
could ſtand. However the Spaniards thought not fit 
to enter into that Square, till Cortes telling them, it 
was not Time to be weary, or faint-hearted, taking a 
Target, and crying Sr. James ruſh'd in foremoſt, 
The Mexicans not being able to withſtand the Fury 
of the Spaniards, and their Confederates, retir'd into 
the Incloſure of the Temple, being-a Stone Wall, as 
large as a Town of four hundred Houſes, which they 
could not defend, but took Shelter in the Towers and 
other cloſe Places; till obſerving that their Enemies 
had no Horſes with them, they returmd to the Fight 
In 
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in ſuch deſptrate manner, that they drove them quite 
our of the Market, and down the Street, till three 
Horſemen coming up, the Mexican thinking there 
had been more, quitted all again, after a great Slaugh- 
ter. The Defendants ſtill rally'd again, and had not 
fix Horſemen more appear'd, and the Gaps where the 
Water ran before been well ſtopp'd, the Aſſailants 
muſt have been in great Danger, who then retir'd, 
ſetting Fire to many of the Houſes, to prevent the 
throwing down of Stones from the Tops of them. 
The other two Attacks were carry'd on at the fame 
Time, and though there was the Diſtance of a League 
and an half between them, the City being ſo large, 
there was an immenſe Multitude of Deſendants at each 
of them. Don Ferdinand, whom Cortes had made Lord 
of Texcuco, in return for that Favour, now ſent fifty 
thouſand Men to his Aſſiſtance. Above twenty thou- 
ſand Men more came from Suchimilco, a City in the 
Lake, and ſome Towns of Oromies, a Mountain Peo- 
ple, bringing great Store of Proviſions. "FREE 1 

Cortes finding that his Brigantines had ſo much aw'd 
the Canoes, that none of them durſt appear, kept only 
ſeven of them with himſelf, and ſent three to Alvarado, 
and three to Sandoval, the Forces Olid commanded be- 
fore having join'd him. Theſe Brigantines were of 
much uſe in thoſe Parts, taking many Canoes that car- 
ry'd-Proviſions: into the City, and aiding the Troops. 
Cortes having made it known to all his Forces that he 
would give a general Aſſault, the third Day according 
ly advanc'd, with twenty Horſemen, three hundred 
Spaniſh Foot, a great Number of Allies, and three Pie- 
ces of Cannon. The Fight began immediately very 
hot, the Brigantines doing good Service, and the Ar- 
tillery making great Slaughter; by which means they 
advanc'd to à Square, or Marker Place, where they 
halted till all the Gaps in the Cauſway they had left 
behind were ld up. The Mexicans did much harm 


from 
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from the flat Roofs of their Houſes, whereupon the 
General of 7ezcaco told Cortes, that all he did would 
avail little, unleſs he deſtroy'd them; which Advice 
he approv'd of, and accordingly order'd the great Pa- 
laces in that Square to be fir'd, and Motexuma's Bird 
Houſe, a very beautiful Structure was then burnt, be- 
ſides many others. In the Evening Cortes commanded 
the Forces to retire, when the Mexicans charg'd them 
with incredible Fury, being inrag'd at the burning of 
their fine Houſes, the Slaughter of ſo many of their 
People, to ſee the Otomies, and thoſe of Chalco and Su- 
chimilco, whom they look'd upon as their Slaves, fight- 
ing againſt them, and the Tlaſcallans ſhowing them 
the Arms and Legs of their dead, which they would 
eat for Supper that Night, as they did. The next 
Day the Fight was renewed, and they retreated again 
at Night ; Alvarado and Sandoval much blaming Corres 
for it, being of Opinion that what was gain'd ought to 
be maintain'd, and not to go over the ſame again eve- 
ry Day. He alledg'd, that he had not a ſufficient 
Power to do it; that if he ſtay'd in the City the E- 
nemy would attack him continually, and that he could 
not be able to cut off the Proviſions from the City, as 
he did where he was. The Inhabitants of the Towns 
of T=tapalapa, Ocholobuſco, Merxicalx ingo, Mezquique, 
Cuitlavaca, and other Places in the freſh Water Lake, 
had ſtood Neuters till this Time, when ſeeing the 
Chriſtians proſper, they ſent to offer them their Ser- 
vice. Cortes receiv d them favourable, and defir'd they 
would ſend their arm'd Canoes to follow the Brigan- 
tines, and to carry Neceſſaries for the Conveniency of 
the Men in their Quarters. They did fo very readi- 
ly, and carry'd much Store of Proviſions. Corres ob- 
Greing that neither the Deſtruction of ſuch Numbers, 
nor the Want of Proviſions, did prevail with the Mexi- 
cans to ſue for Peace, refolv'd, that no Day ſhould 
paſs without carrying on his Attacks, and — - 
er 
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der d four Brigantines, with one half of the Canoes, 


being about fifteen Hundred to take one fide, and the 
reſt rhe other, and ſo encompaſſing the City, to burn 
and do all the Miſchief they could. He enter'd the 


great Street, found no Oppoſition, went on to that 


which leads to Tacuba, where were ſome Bridges; 
ſent Alonſo de Avila from thence along another Street, 
with ſixty Spaniards, fix Horſemen, and twelve thou- 
 fand Indians; order'd Andrew de Tapia into another 
Street, and he with the reſt of the Forces proceed- 
ed along the Street of Tacuba, gain'd three Bridges, 
ſtopp d them up, and return'd to his Quarters. The 
next Day he enter'd the City again, deſigning to gain 


all the Street of Tacuba, to fix a Communication with 


Alvarado, the Mexicans retiring ſo far, that the Spani- 
ard thought they had gain d three Fourths of che Ci- 
ty. Alvarado and Sandoval both behav'd themſelves 
well, gain'd ſeveral Bridges with little Loſs, and this 
Day paſs'd over ſo ſucceſsfully, that Corres. perſwaded 
himſelf the Mexicaus would fue for Peace, which he 
did all he poſſibly could to bring about, ſending Meſ- 
= fages ro Quautimoc, and uſing all other proper Me- 
thods to that End. | 
Alvarado thinking that all Things would ſucceed to 
his Mind, neglected to fill up the Cuts and Breaches 
in the Street and Cauſway, as Cortes had charg'd him 
to do, and reſolvd to puſh on at the End of the ſaid 
Cauſway that leads to the great Market of Mexico, 
which is larger than that at Salamanca, with Porticos 
about it. He had only two broad and dangerous Brid- 
ges to gain, before he came at that Square. The firſt 


of them being above ſixty Paces in Breadth, and the 


Depth under it two Fathoms, he paſs'd with much 
Difficulty, and order'd the Gap ſhould be fill'd ur, 
but being intent upon his Victory, did not ſee that it 


was well done. The AMexicaus ſeeing he had only fifty _ 


| Spariards, and ſome Tlaſcallans, and that two Horſe- 
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men could not paſs, rally'd, and fell on ſo furioufly 
that they forc'd them to fly, and take the Water. 
Four Spaniards were made Priſ ners, and immediately 
facrific'd in the Sight of Alvarado. Cortes was much 
concern'd at this Misfortune, and gave that Command- 
er a gentle Check. The Attacks being carry'd on 
for ſome Days ſucceſsfully, without any loſs, Ju- 
lian de Aldrete, the King's Treaſurer, and others 
importun'd Cortes to gain the Market Place and 
keep it, which they thought would ſoon put an end 
to the War. He, to avoid being thought poſitive, 
bid them conſider well on it, for if they refolv'd up- 
on it, they ſhould find enough to do. Arete an- 
ſwer'd, they had confider'd it, and would rather run 
any hazard, than bc always fighting to no Effect. 
Cortes reſolving to comply with them, order'd Sau- 
doval to repair to Alvarads's Quarters by the way of | 
Tacuba, with ten Horſe-men, one hundred Foot, fif- 
teen Croſsbows and Muskets, leaving ten Horſe-men 
in Ambuſh at his own Quarters, to fall upon the 
Backs of the Aexicans, and the Brigantines to gain 
that ill Paſs, where Alvarado had been defeated, to 
ſtop up that Gap, and to advance very cautiouſly, 
filling up all che Cuts they found in their way, and 
becauſe they were to act but in one Place, and he in 
many, order'd them to ſend him eighty Men. 
IE next Morning, Cortes order d part of the 
Brigantines to head the three thouſand Canoes cloſe | 
by the Cauſway ; the Treaſurer Aldrete, with ſixty 
Spaniards, twenty thouſand Indians, and eight Horſe-men, 
to gain the Street, Andrew de Tapia, with eighty Spa- 
ziards, ten thouſand Indians, and eight Horſe-men a- 
nother, and himſelf, with one hundred Spaniards, eight 
Horſe- men, and a great number of Indiaus enter'd 8 
third Street, all three leading to the Tlatelulco, or 
great Market. As ſoon as in the Street, Corres alight- 
ed from his Horſe, took a Target, and attack d a 
5 Bridge 
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Bridge with a Trench behind it, which he gain'd, 
and three other Intrenchments. Then his Indians ad- 


vanc'd, whilſt he halted to ſupport ſome Spaniards 


that were ſtill engag'd, and to ſecure the Rear. Al- 
arete ſent him word that he was near the Market, ſor 
he heard the Shouts of thoſe that oppos'd Sandoval and 


Alvarado, and therefore would advance into the ſaid 
Market. Cortes anſwer d, that he ſhould not advance 
any further without ſecuring the Bridge, and Trenches 
behind him, for his ſafety in caſe of a Retreat. Al- 


arete reply d, that they were well fill'd, and if he 


would be ſatisfy'd he might go ſee. Notwithſtanding 
all this having gain'd a great Bridge, his Men think- 
ing they had ſtopp'd it with Timber, Reeds, and 
Earth, and ruſhing forward with the Joy of their 
Succeſs, without regarding whether all was ſaſe behind, 
the Mexicans, who obſerv'd their neglect, charg d a- 
gain, and made them retire. Cortes came up, when 
they were flying, and all he ſaid could not ſtop them. 
The Indians and Spaniards run upon the Bridge, which 
ſunk under them. The A4exicazs leap'd into the Water 
killing thoſe that fell, whilſt a Multitude of Canoes took 
ſuch as would haveeſcap'd, and carry'd them off. In this 
Confuſion, Cortes, = had only fifreen Spaniards with 
him, was beſet by a vaſt number of the Enemy coming 
over in Canoes, who preſſing on, laid hold of him, 


crying, Melinche, Melinche, and would have actually 


carry d him off, had not Francis de Olea his Servant, 
cut off the Hands of an Indian, who had hold of him, 
but ſo many of them came on, that they immediately 
killed Olea, before his Maſter, which was a glorious 
Death. The ſecond that reſcu'd Cortes was a T laſcal- 
lan, call'd Tamaxantzin, who bravely expos'd himſelf 
to the Mexicans, ſtanding before Cortes. This Man 
was afterwards baptiz d, and became a good Chriſtian. 
Antony de Quinones, Captain of Cortes's Guard came 
next very opportunely, took him by the Arm, and 
192 _ JF $ drew 
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drew him out of the Throng, and the report being 
ſpread abroad, that he was taken, many Spaniards came 
in. One Horſem:n made a little room, but being 
wounded in the Throat was oblig'd to turn off. 
Cortes had a Horſe brought him, but Guzman, his 
Chamberlain was kill'd as he held him. He then ral- 
ly'd his Men, made his Way to the Street of T lapocan, 


which is wider, though with much Difficulty, by 


Reaſon of the Narrowneſs of a little Cauſway there 
was between them, where the Men hinder'd one ano- 
ther, and two Mares fell into the Water, one of which 
was kill'd, and the other ſav'd. At this time Aldrete 
attacking a Trench, three Heads of Spaniards were 
thrown down to him out of a Window, telling him 
they would do ſo by all the reſt, unleſs they rais'd the 
Siege, whereupon he retir'd with much Difficulty. 
Alvarado and Sandoval were then engag'd on the North 
Side in a Street that leads from Tacuba to the T latelulco, 


or great Market, and being much moleſted by the Ca- 
noes, they paſs'd one of the Brigantines over a Breach 


in the Cauſway, that was almoſt fill'd up, the Multi- 
tude of their Confederate [vaians performing that Ser- 
vice. They ſought on almoſt to the Marker ſucceſ- 
fully, without loſing any one Spaniard. There they 
halred, till they ſaw two of their Men facrific'd, and 


two Horſemen came from Cortes with Advice of his 
Misfortune, to the End that they might retire. The 


Confederate Indians underſtanding the ſame, abandon d 
the Brigantine, which they ſhould have paſsd over 
again, and the Mexicans, when Cortes and the reſt were 
retird all fell upon Alvarado and Sandoval, who had 
no other Remedy than for the latter of them to ply 
with the Horſemen between the City, and the Brigan- 
tine to amuſe the Enemy, as he did till Night, when 
the Spaniards alone dragg'd the Brigantine back again. 
The other two Brigantines kept together that Day, 
and penetrated as far as the Temple, where the 2 2 
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ſtery of St. Francis now is, whence they return'd at 
Night with the utmoſt Difficulty, being ply'd on all 
Sides, and in yery great Danger of periſhing. When 
all were retir d. Cortes return d to his Quarters very 
diſconſolate, looking upon it as a Judgment of God 
that they had not gain'd the Market, when they were 
ſo near it. Five and thirty or forty Spaniards were loſt 
that Day, either kil'd or taken, and one thouſand 
Confederate Indiaus, with one Cannon. The AMexi- 
can Prieſts for Joy of this Victory made Fires on the 
Towers of the Temple, and burnt much Gum Ani- 
me, ſacrificing both the dead and living Spaniards they 
had, in Sight of the others, or at leaſt in their hearing. 
Cortes was wounded. in one of his Legs, thirty more 
Spaniards were alſo hurt, and four Horſes, and ſeveral 
Boats periſh'd. Chriſtopher Flores, Commander of one 
of the Brigantines, dy'd within eight Days of the 
Wounds he had received. The Mexicans continu'd - 


their Rejoycings all the Night, Singing, Dancing, 


playing on. their noiſy Muſick, making Bonfires, re- 
turning Thanks to their Gods, and clearing their Streets 
as they were before. | 


Sm 


AAP. i 
Some Provinces revolt ; notable Accidents ; 
Proviſions ſent for from Tlaſcala ; Bra- 
very of Women; ſeveral Attacks; Cortes 
_ reſolves to deſiroy the City; bad Condi- 
tion the Mexicans were in; that City 
taken. 6 The 


HEN their Rejoycing was over, the Mexi- 
can ſent the Heads of two Horſes, and thoſe 
of ſeveral Spaniards they had kill'd, as Teſtimonies of 
their Victory, to all the neighbouring Provinces to 

„ perſwade 
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perſwade them to revolt from Cortes, as ſome of them 
did. He, on the other Hand, to abate their Arro- 
gancy, had daily Skirmiſhcs with them, and being in- 
form'd, that the People of Malivalco made War on 
thoſe of Coaunabar for adhering to him, he ſent An- 
drew de Tapia, v ten Horſe and eiglity Foot to ſup- 
port the latter, ich Tapia effectually perform'd, rout- 
ing their Enemies in open Field, and returning to his 
General without any Loſs. The Otomies likewiſe com- 
plaining that they were moleſted by the Matalxin- 
gan, on the fame Account, Sandoval march'd thi- 
ther, they fled, he burnt their Town, and by the In- 
terpoſition of a neighbouring Lord concluded a Peace 
with them, and thoſe of Malinalco, both which Places 
did good Service afterwards, and furniſh'd Proviſions, 
which was very grievous to the Mexicaus, who ex- 
peed Aid from thence. The fame Day that Sandoval 
return d from this Expedition, the Mexicaus offer'd 
Peace, provided that the Spaniards would depart the 
Country, which being ſo remote from their Deſign, 
the Treaty was ſoon at an end. 
Chichimecatl, one of the prime Tlaſcallaus, deſigning 
to gain Honour, and obſerving that the Spaniards had 
not acted vigorouſly ſince their Defeat, told his Coun- 
trymen, he was very defirous that the Spaniards ſhould 
ſee how they could behave themſelves without them. 
They agreed, he drew them up, leaving fix hundred 
Archers in the Rear, for a Body of Reſerve, gain'd 
two Bridges, advanc'd into the City, and when he 
thought proper, retir'd without any Loſs, much ap- 
plauded by the Spaniards, who ſtood ready to have 
reliev'd him in caſe of Need. The Mexicans obſer- 
ving, that the Spaniards did not attack them as fiercely 
as they had been wont to do, and conceiving that it 
proceeded either from their being daunted, or in want, 
or diſabled, aſſaulted Alvarado's Quarters, at Break of 
Day, but met with ſuch a Reception, that they 2 
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off faſter than they came. They next made an At- 


tempt, with a Multitude of Canoes, upon the Bri- 
gantines, which though much diſtreſs d were ſo brave- 


ly defended by Martin Lopez, who was chief Pilot, 


that the Enemy was repul d with great Loſs. Lopez 


in that Action wounding eight of his own Men, and 


throwing two over-board, becauſe they behav'd them- 
ſelves cowardly. He alſo, with his own Hand kill'd 
the Mexican General, and took his Plume of Feathers, 
and Gold Target, beſides other Men of Note, be- 
ing himſelf a Man of invincible Courage, and great 


Strength. Cortes publickly paid him much Honour, 


made him Captain of the Admiral Veſſel, and order'd 
the Brigantines for the future to keep four and four 
together. Peter Barba, Captain of a Brigantine, fight- 
ing manfully, was this Day kill d with a Stone from 


the Top of an Houſe. 


PROVISIONS growing ſcarce, Cortes ſent Alonſs de 
Ojeda and John Marquez for Supplies to Tlaſcala. 


1 hey ſet out from Alvarado's Quarters about Mid- 


night, with only twenty Indians, raking a great Com- 
paſs round the Lake, there being no other way, and 
between Tepeaquilla and Sandoval s Quarters heard a great 
Noiſe of People, ſoon after which they perceiv'd that 
above four thouſand Men came down from the Moun- 
tain, laden with Arms and Proviſions, who were re- 
ceiv'd by three thouſand Canoes. They lay hid, ex- 
pecting Death every Moment, thoſe that brought, and 
the others that receiv'd the Proviſions being above one 
hundred thouſand Men, who being intent upon their 
own Buſineſs, did not obſerve them. They got to 
Sandovals Quarters, who admir d their Eſcape, and 
order d Horſemen to ſcour about that part for the fu- 
ture. Ojeda and Marquex going thence, arriv'd the 
zd Day at Tlaſcala, where they were furniſh'd with 
fifteen thouſand Loads of Indian Wheat, one thouſand 
of Fowls, and three hundred of dry'd Veniſon; and had 

| __ all 
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all Xicotencatl's Goods deliver'd to them, the ſame be- 
ing forfeited to the King, and conſiſting of a good 
Quantity of Gold, Plumes of Feathers, and much fine 
Cloathing, beſides thirty Women, which were his 
Daughters, Nieces, and Servants, all which was con- 
vey'd to Texcuco and Cxyoacan, under a good Guard. 
No Day paſsd without ſome Skirmiſh or Engagement, 
in which many Spaniards, and many more of their 
Confederate Indians were wounded; and there were no 
Medicines nor Surgeons to cure them, in which Di- 
ſtreſs it 1s poſitively aſſerted by all that were preſent, 
that a Spaniſh Woman, whoſe Name was Catherine Ro- 
driguez,, bound up their Wounds and bleſſed them, 
ſaying, In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſh, one only true God, may you be curd 
and heal d, which ſhe never did above once or twice, 
and they were well. Beatrix de Palacios, a Mulatta 
Woman, Wife to Peter de Eſcobar, a Soldier, was ſo 
brave and manly, that when he was tir'd with Fight- 
ing and doing Duty, the would mount Guard and 
ſtand Sentinel, as well as any Man, at other Times 
fetch'd Proviſions, and dress it for him and his Com- 
rades, dreſs'd the wounded, look'd to the Horſes, and 
did every Thing elſe that was neceſſary. She and 
ſome others, when Cortes was drove out of Mexico, 
dreſs d him, and the reſt of the wounded Men at Tlaf- 
cala, and being advis'd to ſtay there at their Eaſe, 
when he return'd to the Siege, ſaid, It did not be- 
come Spaniſh Women to forſake their Husbands, when 
they were going to the Wars, but that they would 
dye with them. 

Tn Siege was now preſs'd on, and Quautimoc's 
Houſe gain'd, part whereof was thrown down ; the 
Spaniards advan&d as far as the Court of the great 
Temple, and the /zdiavs made boarded Stands on the 
Water, which they defended for ſome Days. At the 

ſame Time that the aforeſaid Palace was gain d, a Wy: 
| u 


The HITS TOR of America. 169 


ful luſty Indian, olad in Green, with a green Plume of f 
Peathers at his Back, that ſtood up a Yard above his | 
Head, adorn'd with Gold, got upon the flat Roof of | 
an Houſe, having a Target, and a Spaniſh Sword, \ 
which he brandifli'd in moſt furious manner, and cry'd | 
out, as the Interpreters ſaid, Does any one of you 
Chriſtian Dogs dare to Fight me Hand to Hand; if 
any one does, let him come, here I ſtand, and with 
this Sword will kill you all one after another. Many 
would have gone, but Ferdinand de Qſinæ got the ſtart 
of them, receiv'd ſuch a Cut of the Sword, that it 
clove his Target, and at the ſame Time made a home 
Paſs and run the Indian through the Body, who im- 
mediately dy*'d. Oſina took his Sword and Plume, 
other Indians fell upon him, and he muſt have been 0 
loſt had not Relief been ſent him. However he 
brought away his Trophies, and offer d them to Cortes, 
who took, and then reſtor'd them to him, ſaying, No 
Man was more worthy of them than himſelf, and ever | 
after did him much Honour. OO ns, 

THE more the Mexicans were ſtreightned, the 
more obſtinate and inrag'd they grew, in ſo much 
that all the old Women ſwept the Duſt and Dirt off 
the Tops of the Houſes on the Spaniards to blind them, 

and the Boys threw Stones and Darts railing at them, 
as they heard their Fathers. Thoſe People took parti- 
cular Notice of Roderick de Caſtaneda, who was one of 
thoſe that beſt learnt the Mexican Language, much re- 
ſembled Xicotencarl in his lofty Mein, and wore a top- 
png Plume of Feathers, like the /ndians. They gave 
him much ill Language, calling him Accotencatl Cuycone. 
He laugh'd at it, jeſted, and by that means render'd 
them ſecure, then frequently levell'd his Croſs-bow, 
without ever miſſing his Shot, and ſo kill'd many, 
till they knew him, and got out of his way, calling 
him Knave and Jeſter, that Kkill'd them with his 
Tricks, and not in a brave manner, without any Arti- 
. ey : fice. 
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fice. The lame and diſabled fitted Stones for the 
Slings, ſo that all ſorts of Perſons contributed towards 
their Defence. They had a great Eſteem for Chriſto- 
pher de Olid, as a brave Man, and calling him by his 
Name, ask'd, Whether he would eat? He anſwer d, 
He would. A Mexican came down with Cakes, and 
Cherries, to ſignify that they did not want Proviſi- 
ons. He gave them to a Servant, making a Teſt of 
the Preſent, ſate down, where he thought they could 
not hurt him, made ſhow as if he had eaten of what 
they ſent, and then riſing ſhow'd them his Back- ſide, 
at which they were ſo much offended, that they caſt 
Showers of Stones and Darts. The Fight was re- 
new'd, and the Meæicaus cover'd many Cuts of Wa- 
ter with Sticks and Straw, for the Spaniards to fall in- 
to them. The Enſign Chriſtophor de Corral advancing 
with his Colours in his Hand, fell in, they advanc'd 
upon him, and he with his Dagger killd many; then 
gave aLeap back' upon the Cauſway, and warn'd the 
reſt not to paſs, the Mexicans admiring at it, and de- 
claring, they would rather have taken the Colours 
than him, thinking that becauſe they diſmay'd when 
they loſt their Standard, the Spaniards would do the 
ſame. The Spaniards had preſs d forward ſo eagerly 
among the Enemy, that prodigious Numbers of them 
charging down ſeveral Streets, they were mix'd, and 
began to fly in that Confuſion. Beatrix Bermudez de 
IVelazco, Wife to Francis de Olmos, utting on an E/ 
caupil, or Cotton Armour, with an Helmet, a Sword 
and a Target, ran out upon the Cauſway, crying, For 
Shame, for Shame Spaniards, turn upon thoſe baſe People, 
or if you will not, I will kill every Man that attempts to 
paſs this way. This put them ſo much out of Counte- 
nance, that they rally'd, fought deſperately, and came 
off victorious. Corres ſeeing the Siege grow tedious, 
with the Advice of all his Commanders, refolv'd to 
attack the City ſeveral Ways, hoping to break in ſome 
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one of them, and put an End to the War. An At- 
tempt was made, and much Blood ſhed, but ſtill they 


vere oblig'd to retire. a 


5 


THE next Day Cortes divided his Forces into 
two Parts, he commanded one Attack himſelf, with 
Olid, Sandoval, &c. Alvarado led the other. They 
fell on, the City rung with the Cries, the Indians 
maintain'd the Fight, as if they had then began, the 


Spaniards valu'd no Dangers to conclude the War; 


many notable Actions were perform'd this Day. Had 


not Olid and Gamboa reſcu'd Cortes, who had ruſh'd in 


violently among the Enemy, the Indians had carry*d 
him of, above an hundred of them having enclos'd 
him. Alonſo Nortes, a Soldier belonging to a Bri- 
gantine being then aſhore, defended him a long Time, 
till the Confederate Indians came in to his Aſſiſtance, 
and many told him, that fince he knew what the Con- 


| ſequences muſt be if he were loſt, he ought not to ex- 


poſe himſelf in that manner. The faid Norres having 
then receiv'd ſeven Wounds, and one of them mortal, 
went to relieve another, and dropp'd into the Water, 
and being a great Swimmer, made his Eſcape from a- 
bundance of Canoes by diving. Andrew Nunez, ano- 
ther Soldier, with his Brigantine, reliev'd two others 
that were in Danger, and ſav'd the Lives of ſome Spa- 


niardi, and when the Captain of the Brigantine, who 
had been aſhore return'd, he would not receive him, 


alledging, that he had forfeited his Right to the Com- 
mand by not being in the Danger; that he having 
fav'd the Brigantine, was Captain. Cortes being in- 
form's of it ſaid he was in the Right; and though In- 
terceſſion was made to reſtore the Captain, would not 


do it, declaring he was oblig'd to do Juſtice to all 


Men. The ſame Andreu Nunez in another Engage- 
ment with his Brigantine defeared above three thou- 
ſand Indians, and contributed much towards the ſpeedy 


_ taking of the City. Montauo, Enſign to Alvarado, 


2 2 went 
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went up into a very high Tower, with his Colours, 
and gain'd it, killing many Indians. | 

ArTER fo many fruitleſs Attacks, Cortes refoly'd 
ftill as he advanc'd, to throw down all the Houſes, 
that he might receive no farther Damage from them, 
and with their Ruins to fill up all the Trenches and 
Cuts that croſꝰd the Streets and Cauſways, and ac- 
cordingly had Labourers ſent him from all the con- 
federate Cities, who work d whilſt the Soldiers fought, 
and made up all rhoſe Water Paſlages fo faſt, that the 
Mexicans could never after clear them. Thus he be- 
gan to advance into the City with one hundred and 
fifty thouſand Men, beſides thoſe in the Brigantines, 
and the Pioneers, and by this Method the Seige be- 
gan to ſeem to draw towards an end. The ſame Day 
that this work began to be carry'd on, a gigantick 
Indian, with a Spaniſh Sword and Buckler, and very 
gay, with his great Plumes of Feathers came forward, 
and by the Interpreter deſir d Cortes to ſend ſome Spa- 
ziard to fight him, becauſe it would be a Satisfaction 
ro him, 1f it ſo hapned, to be kill'd by a brave Man, 
and if he came off victorous, he ſhould gain Honour. 
Cortes bid him call ten more to his Aſſiſtance, and 
he who would ſend one Spaziard to fight them all. 
The Indian reply d, he had as much Courage as any 
Man, and would fight alone. Cortes then rejoyn'd, 
ſince you will not call any more, that you may ſee 
what our Spaniſh Boys are, this beardleſs Page of mine 
| ſhall kill you. The Page, whoſe Name was John 
Nunez de Mercado went, and though the Mexican 
was bold and daring, he ſoon kill'd him with a Thruſt, 
to the great Vexation of all the Enemy Indian, and 

ahn Nunez was afterwards much honour'd by his 
Maſter. The next day the Forces advanc'd, levelling all 
as they went, and fought deſperately at the ſame time, 
Cortes giving his orders from off a Tower. This 
Method was continu'd for ſix Days, the 8 — 
| | 4 Indians 
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Indians always retiring firſt, and the Spaniards ma- 


king good their Rear, the Horſemen lying conceal 
ed to fall upon thoſe that purſu d. The laſt of thoſe 
Days two Horſes were wounded, the Spaniards gene- 
rally fighting along the Cauſways, and the Confede- 


rate Indians on the Terraſſes, behaving themſelves ſo 
bravely that the Mexicans were now much diſmay d. 


ANOTHER Day after Cortes, having forty Horſe 
about him, ſent ten of them to engage with the Foot, 
and aſſiſt thoſe that threw down the Houſes, giving 
them Notice, that when they were to retire, he would 


come in with the reſt. About One in the Afternoon, 


having plac'd his Horſe in Ambuſh, he went up to 


the Tower, where he had been other Times, to de- 


ceive the Enemy, and when he thought it was Time, 


came down to his Horſemen, his other Forces then 


retiring. The ten Horſemen thar had been in the En- 
gagement, behav'd themſelves fo fearfully, to outward 
Appearance, that the Mexicans thinking they had 


_ gain'd the Day, preſs'd on furiouſly. Then Cortes 


with his thirty Horſemen, fell in upon their Rear, 
the Confederate Indians plying them at the ſame time, 
ſo that a great Slaughter was made, ſix hundred Men 
of Note being reckoned to be among the dead, Cortes's 


Allies carrying off many Legs, and Arms, which af- 


forded them a good Supper. The Spaniards during 


this Action found in a Tomb to the Value of about 


fifteen hundred Pieces of Eight. When the Spaniards 
were retir d, the Mexicans ſent their Slaves to obſerve, 
whether they return d to their Quarters ; but the 


Horſe took ſeveral of them, after which thoſe People 


never durſt ſhow themſelves near the Market. John 
Rodriguex Bejarano, this Day finding a likely ſort of 
a Woman in an Houſe, carry'd her to Cortes, who 


. with good Uſage, and fair Promiſes, prevaiPd on her 
to give him an Account of the Poſture of Affairs in 


Mexico, and the Deſigns of thoſe People. Among 
A | | other 
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- other Things ſhe ſaid, they had been once for Sur. 


rendring, but that King Quautimoc and his Relations 
were for dying upon the Spot, ſo that the Men gene- 


rally fought againſt their Will ; that they wanted Pro- 


viſion and Ammunition ; that they were at Variance 
among themſelves ; and therefore, if he took Care to 
cut off all Supplies, and to ſtreighten them, he would 
ſoon be maſter of the Place. At Night two Ae xicans 
were taken, who being examin'd ſaid, they had ven- 
tur d out to ſeek for ſomething to eat, being in ex- 


treme Want. Upon this Intelligence, Corres order d 


the Siege to be {treightned, and his Parties going a- 
broad at Break of Day, took above eight — 1 
wretched Women and Children, that were going to 


ſeek for Food. The Brigantines broke down many 


boarded Huts, where abundance of People were drown- 
ed, and ſunk a conſiderable Number of Canoes that 
were Fiſhing, the Mexicans in that Conſternation not 
daring to appear. The next Day again Corres advanc'd 
in good Order, an infinite Multitude of Vadiaus re- 
ſorting to him from all Parts. They repair'd all the 
bad Ways in the Street of Tacuba, ſtopping up Cuts, 
and gaining Bridges, ſo that there was a Communica- 


tion with Alvarado. The Day after that, being the 


Feaſt of St. James the Apoſtle, that is the 2 5th of 
July, this Year 1521, they went on to the Market, 
gaining a very wide watery Street, and filling it up 
with Earth to the great Aſtoniſnment of the Mexi- 
cans, Who thought they could never have paſs'd that 
place, and dy'd in a Rage to ſee their Water become 
dry Land, and their moſt ſtately Buildings deſtroy'd, 
whilſt the others that ſurviv'd cry'd to the Indians in 


the Spaniſh Service, Do, burn and deſtroy the Houſes, 


and if we conquer we will make you Re-build them ; 
or if the Chriſtians ſucceed you ſhall do it for them. 
The 26th another Attack was made, the Water-Street 
was found as it had been left, and proceeding to 2 

| Ido 


— enn o 
. 5 E e ob a 
5 — TA RY 5 . . F 


1 r 5 
- 1b one SA —— 


A e 
FFP REI 
— — — a 1 


The HisTory of America. 175 
Idol Tower, the Heads of ſome Spaniards that had 
been ſacrific d were found there, and known, the 
Enemies ſighting with the ſame Reſolution as they 
had done at belt till towards Night, when Cortes 
thought fit to retire. The 27th in the Morning, 
when Cortes was at Maſs, before entring the City, he 
faw a Smoak in the Towers of the Tlatelulco, or great 
Market, in a greater Quantity than when the Jadiaus 
us d to Sacrifice, by which he judg'd, that Alvarado 
was got thither, and it was ſo, he having perſwaded 
his Men to ſecure to themſelves the Honour of gain- 
ing that Place, being the main Strength of the Ene- 
my; and though they did all that was in the Power 
of Men, they could only gain thoſe Towers, where 
Alvarado order'd thoſe Smoaks to be made, to ſignify 
the ſame to Cortes, and diſcourage the Mexicans. Cortes 
then advanc'd filling up the Water Cuts, and levelling 
the Ways ; yet he was charg'd ſo home, that he had 
enough to do to retire in good Order, being well ſe- 
conded by Alvarado. | 

Cortes continuing his Incurſions into the City, the 
other Commanders doing fo at the ſame time, on the 
8h of Auguſt, having gain d an Intrenchment; that 
was bravely defended, was there met by Alvarado with 
four Horſemen, to the great Joy of them all, having 
thus eſtabliſh'd the Communication between the two 


Attacks. Cortes then went to ſee the Marker, order- 


ing none to come forward; he walk'd about there, 


found the Porticos empty, but the Houſes were all 
full, none daring to ſtir out, becauſe there were Hor- 


ſes in the Square. Going up to the Top of a Tower, 


he found Heads of Spaniards and Tlaſcallaus plac'd be- 


fore the Idols, and perceiv'd that ſeven Parts in eight 


of the City were gain'd, whereupon conſidering the 


Diſtreſs of the Beſieged, he forbore carrying on the 


Attack, and ſent to offer Quautimoc Peace, who an- 


ſwer d, That he and his were reſolv'd to dye with 


their 
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their Relations, not valuing Life without Liberty; 
and that as for Motezuma's Treaſures, when the 
could keep them no longer, they ſhould be thrown 
Into the Water. Cortes now wanting Powder, order'd 
an Engine to be made to caſt Stones; but for want 
of Skill, it did more harm than good. Making ano- 
ther Attack, the Streets were found full of uſeleſs Peo- 
ple, that were ſtarving with Hunger, he commanded 
the Confederate Indians not to hurt them. The Mexi- 
cans came not out to Fight, bur ſtood on their Ter- 
raſſes, cover'd with their Mantles. The 7laſcallans 
cry'd to them, Surrender, or you ſhall dye miterably. 
They anſwer d, We will either dye or conquer. A, 
ter being requir'd to accept of Terms, they defir'd no 
Harm might be done to the poor People that went out . 
to get Food, and they would treat of Peace ; but it 
was all falſe, for they preſently fell on. Cortes com- 
manded Alvarado to aſſault a great Ward of above one 
thouſand Houſes, and march'd himſelf a-foot another 
Way which was unfit for Horſes. The Fight was | 
as deſperate as ever, the Mexicans ruſhing upon the | 
Swords, ſo that there was an immenſe Slaughter. Al. 
varado gain'd all his Ward, and Cortes ſtreightned the | 
Enemy very much, of whom twelve thouſand were 
compured to be kill'd and taken that Day, the Confe- 
derate Indians being ſo cruel, that they gave no Quar- 
ter, whatſoever the Spaniards could ſay to them. The 
next Day Cortes return'd with all his Forces, but for- 
bore Fighting, hearing the Cries of the deſpairing Peo- 
ple, who having no room to tread but on the Bo- 
dies of their People, and being preſs d by thoſe who 
had been their Subjects, begg'd for Death. Cortes en- 
deavour'd to comfort them with very good Words, 
and ſent a Nobleman he had taken four Days before, 
to induce them to admit of Peace. As ſoon as he be- 
gan to mention it, King Quautimoc order d him to be 
ſacrificed, and at the ſame Time the Moxicaus fell 
| | | upon- 
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upon the Spaniands in moſt furious manner. The 
following Day Cortes again, very earneſtly court- 


ed them to ſubmit, and not ſuffer themſelves to be 


ſlaughter'd like Beaſts. They anſwer d, They were 
ſenſible of their Folly, and would go ſpeak to Quau- 
timoc, then returning ſaid, he would go the next Day 
to treat with him in the Market Place. He believing. 
them, caus'd a Scaffold to be erected there to receive 
him, and an Entertainment to be provided. Cortes 
that Day accordingly went to the Place, whither five 
Men of Quality came and told him, that Quautimoc 
could not come for Shame, beſides that he was indiſ- 
pos d, and had therefore ſent them to know his Will. 
Though Cortes was ſenſible of the Trick put upon 
him, he order'd thoſe Men to ſit down, and Meat to 
be brought, of which they ſufficiently ſhow'd they 
ſtood in need. Then bid them go back and aſſure 
their King that he might come in Safery, and ſhould 
be honourably treated, becauſe nothing could be con- 
cluded without him. T'wo Days were ſpent upon 
thoſe Meſſages without any Effect, whereupon the 
Attacks were renew*'d. The Tlaſcallans, and other In- 
dian Confederates behav?d themſelves with the utmoſt 


Bravery, but it was mix'd with Cruelty, ſo that the 


Spaniards had more to do to curb rhem than to fight, 
for Cortes having ſent Sandoval with the Brigantines to 
ſhur up the Me æicans, all Places were flowing with 
Blood, and nothing was to be heard but the doleſul 
Cries of Women, and Children. It was computed 
that forty thouſand Adexicans dy'd that Day, where- 
upon Cortes reſolv'd to retire; but returrd the next 
Day, with three Pieces of Cannon, ordering Alvara- 
do to expect him in the Market Place, whilſt Sandoval 
with the Brigantines and Canoes ſecur'd the Water, 
enjoining all his Men to take ſpecial Care that Quauti- 
moc did not eſcape. Then going up to the Top of 
an Houſe, he from thence ſpoke to ſome Mexican Men 
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of Quality, repreſenting to them how inhuman it was 
to ſeek their own Deſtruction, and perſwading them 
to adviſe Qmuastimoc to ſubmit, and he ſhould be treat- 
ed like a King. They went, and return'd with Gua. 
coacin, that King's chief Counſellcr, who told Kim, 
That Quautimoc was relolv'd rather to dye than appear 


| before him, and therefore he might do bis Will. 


During five Hours theſe Conferences and Meſſages 
laſted, a Multitude of Women and Children was ſeen 
making away, who crowding one upon another 


 dropp'd into the Water, and were drowned, the Wa- 


ter Trenches, the Cauſways and the Houſes being all 
full of dead Bodies, the Stench whereof was intolera- 
ble, and yet thoſe People did all they could to con- 
ceal their Dead, ſo that afterwards vaſt Numbers of 
them were found, inſomuch that they could ſcarce 
move without treading upon them. 


Arx Noon, thoſe miſerable People perſiſting in 


their Obſtinacy, the Signal was given, when the Land 
Forces, and the Brigantines at the ſame Time gave the 
Aſſault, an incredible Slaughter was made of all ſorts, 
befides many thrown into the Water, and others that 
Surrender d without fighting. Thus that laſt Quarter 
was gain d. The Brigantines furioufly enter'd the 
Pool, where the Fleet of Canoes lay, all in diſorder, 
and the Men aboard it quite diſpirited not knowing 
how to make uſe of their Weapons, though alf the 
chief Quality was there, the common ſort being on 
the Terraſſes, leaning againſt the Walls, aſtoniſh'd at 
their Deſtruction. Garcia Holgnin, Captain of one of | 
the Brigantines, prov'd very fortunate, for obſerving, 
that there were ſome more remarkable Perſons in one 
Canoe, than in any of the reſt, and that the ſame fled 
with all its Might, he gave Chace, ordering three 
Eroſs-bow. Men to preſent upon it. Thoſe aboard it, 
when they ſaw the Diſadvantage, made Signs for them | 
not to ſhoot, becauſe the King was there, Captain 
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Holgain leap into it, and other Spaniards after him, 
took King Quantimoc, Guacozin Lord of Tacuba, and 
other Noblemen, and carry'd them over to the Bri- 
gantine, treating the King very courtcoufly, and with 
much joy carry d them away to the Terraſs, where 
Cortes then was, who receiv'd that Prince in reſpect- 
ful manner, and made him fit down by his Side. 
Quantimoc then very gravely faid, „ He had done all 
ze he was able in Defence of his People, that if the 
“ Gods had not favour'd him, it was none of his 
4 Fault; that he was his Priſoner, and he might difpofe 
« of him as he pleagd.” Then laying his Hand on 
Cortes's\Dagpger, he added, „He might kill him, and 
« he would go to his Gods with much Satisfaction, 
« dying by the Hand of fo brave a Commander. 
Cortes anſwer d. That Fortune had fo order'd it, 
that he would pay him as much Reſpect as if he 
4 had been ViRorious, and therefore defir'd him to 
e chear up, for he had rather have him alive than 
“ dead. Then he intreated him to command his 
Men to ſurrender, to avoid the Effution of fo muck 
Blood, which he was averſe to. Quamimoc did fo, 
and they all ſubmitted in a Moment, being about thir- 
ty thouſand, bur ſo ſpent that they could make little 
Uſe of their Weapons. Thus ended the War, and 
the great Mexitan Empire, on Tueſday the 13th of 
Auguſt, being the Feaſt of St. Hippolitus, in Comme- 
moration whereof there is Yearly on that Day a ſolemn 
Thankſgiving, and a Proceſſion, in which the Stand- 
ard of the Army is carry'd. The Siege laſted three 
Months from the firſt, but only eighty Days cloſe a- 
bout the City, during which Time there were ſixty 
hot Engagements. Cortes had there two hundred thou- 
fand Confederate Indiant, nine hundred Spanifh Foot, 
eighty Horſe, ſeventeen Pieces of ſmall Cannon, thir- 
teen Brigantines, and fix thouſand Canoes. There 
were ſlain above fifty Spaniards, fix Horſes, and no 
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great Number of Confederate Indians; and of the 
 Adexicans one hundred thouſand, though: ſome fa 

more, among whom many of the Nobility: ;* beſides 
thoſe that -dy'd of Famine and Plague, for they had 
little to eat and drank but ſalt Water, lay among the 
Dead, and were in a continual Stench, which occaſi- 

on'd the Peſtilence that carry d off very many, whilft 
they perſiſted in their Obſtinacy, eating the very 
Barks of Trees. They kept the Dead in the Houſes, 


that the Enemy might not ſee them, and did not eat 


them becauſe it was not their Cuſtom to feed upon 
one another. The Women attended the Sick, dreſsd 


the Wounded, made Slings, fitted Stones for them, 


and caſt them from the Tops of the Houſes. When 
the City was plunder'd, the Spaniards took the Gold, 
Silver, and Feather Works, and the Indians had the 
Cloathing, and other Booty, being of an immenſe Va- 
lue. Cortes order'd great Fires to be made in the Streets 
for Joy, and to purge the Air, becauſe of the Stench, 
as alſo to be upon Guard all Night, and to bury the 
Dead. He caus'd ſome Men and Women to be brand- 
ed, and all the reſt to be ſet at Liberty; the Brigan- 
tines to be drawn upon Land, and appointed Captain 
John Rodrignez de Villafwerte, with eighty Spaniaras, 
to guard'them and the City. Four Days after, ha- 
ving return'd Thanks to God, for his great Con- 
queſt, deſigning to ſettle the Affairs of Religion as be- 
came a true Son of the Church, he march'd away the 
Army to Cupoacan, a League and a half from Mexico, 
at the end of the Cauſway, on the Continent, where 
he alſo gave Thanks to the Confcderares that had aſ- 
ſiſted him, and diſmiſs'd them, promiſing to gratify 
and maintain them in Juſtice, and Liberty, and to call 
them if any War hapned. Thus they went away rich 
and well pleas'd at the Deſtruction of Mexico, eſpe- 
cially: the Tlaſcallaus, to whote Commanders, and o- 
thers that had ſignaliz d themſelves, he gave Targets, 
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Arms, curious Garments, and other Things of the 
Booty, with which they were well pleas'd and deſi- 
rous to ſerve him. He alſo ſet many great Men that 
were Priſoners at Liberty, and granted Leave for ſuch 
Indians as ſhould think fit to ſettle at Mexico. 

HAvIN G ſeen the wonderful Conqueſt of the 
City of Mexico, before we proceed to the other 
extraordinary Actions of Cortes, and Particulars rela- 
ting to thoſe Nations, we will briefly mention what 
hapned this Lear 152 1, in the Province of Cumana, 


on the Coaſt of South America. FE. Bartholomew de las 


Caſas, whom we. before left in Hiſpauiola ſolliciting the 
Execution of the Orders he had brought from the 
Court of Spain, met with much Oppoſition by rea- 
ſon his Project was like to prove diſadvantageous to 
thoſe who regarded nothing but their own Intereſt in 


os. for Gold, and making Slaves of the Indians a- 
long the Coaſt of Camara, where he was to make a 


peaceable and religious Settlement. At length, he threat- 


ning to complain to the King of their Diſobedience, 


the Council of the Iſland enter'd into Partnerſhip 


with him, and agreed he ſhould have the Ships ſent 


into that Province under Gozzalo de Ocampo, with one 


hundred and twenty Men in pay. Accordingly he 


arriv'd on the Coaſt of Cumana at the new Colony 
call'd Toledo, founded there by the ſaid de Ocampo, 
where he found thoſe Spaniards very uneaſy, becauſe 


the Natives were all fied up the Country, and there- 
fore moſt of thoſe new Planters went away to Hiſpa- 


niola, leaving F. Caſas there, with only a very few 
that thought fir to ſtay. There was a Monaſtery of 
Franciſcans, under F. John Garceto, who had a very 
good Orchard, on the Bank of the River Cumana, and 
there E. Caſas built a Werehouſe for his Goods and 
Proviſions. He fignify'd to the Indians, that he was 
come by Order of the new King of Spain to ſettle, to 
trade, and to take care that they ſhould not be miſ- 

x usꝰ'd. 
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nsd. The Spaniards that were in the Ifland of Caba- 
gæa did all they could to obſtruct his Settlement, be- 
cauſe it was againſt their Intereſt, and he not bein 
able to curb them, went away to Hiſpaniola for freſh 
Powers. As ſoon as he was gone, moſt of thoſe Men 
he had left there, contrary to his expreſs Orders, went 
away to Trade along the Coaft. The Zzaians laying 
hold of this Opportunity, attack d the Monaſtery, 
and burnt it, the Friers and others that were in it, 
with much. Difficulty making their Eſcape to the 
Salt Pits, down the River, where fome Ships were 
kding, which receiv'd them aboard, fo that only three 
Men and 2 Lay-Brother were kill'd. That ſma'} Co- 
tony being thus deſtroy d, the Spaniards at Cubagna, 
who had been the Occaſion of it, fearing the Indium 
would come over to them, abandon'd that Hland, and 
went away to Hiſpamola, leaving all they had behind 
ther. Thus their Covetoufneſs prov'd their Ruin. 
F. Cafas, aſter a moſt tedious Voyage, landed in , 
pariola, and made his Way to the City of Sante Do- 
ingo, where he became a Dominican Frier, and this is 
the true Account of him, who was afterwards Biſhop 
of Chiapa, of whom Gonzalo Fernandez de Ovieds and 
Francis de Gomara have not given fo juſt a Relation as 
they ought to have done, which the faid Biſhop ſome- 
times reſented. The Council at Hiſpaviola fent four 
or five Ships, with fome Men, who again fertled the 
Colony at Cubagua, and built a Fort on the River 
Cumana, where they executed ſeveral of the Inaiaus that 
had burnt the Monaſtery, and calid their Fortrefs 
New Cadiz, which fubfiſted as long as the Pearl Fiſhe» 
ry, but when that declin'd, it was abandon d. 


The End of the Ninth Book. 
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terings, and the apprehenſion leſt they ſhould produce 


nothing, or for that the Indians were wont to keep 
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that Wealth to himſelf and hid it; and others, that the 
King's Officers, conniv'd at it, through Avarice ; and 
many there were who threatned ro write to the King, 


and complain, that after ſuch great Dangers and Fatigues 
they were defrauded of their Reward. Theſe Mut- 


ſome Mutiny, that might occaſion the loſing all that 
had been gain'd, mov'd Cortes to conſider on ſome 
Means to fatisfy his Soldiers ; beſides that on the other 
Hand he was preſs d by the King's Officers, who think- 
ing they did the King good Service, too boldly impor- 
tun d him to enquire into that Affair. At length, b 
the Advice of many it was reſoly'd that Quautimoc, and 
a Gentleman of his Family ſhould be put upon the 
Rack, tho? Cortes conſtantly oppos'd it, declaring, they 
ought not to provoke God, who had given them ſo great 
a Victory. The Gentleman dy'd on the Rack, with- 
out making any Diſcovery, either becauſe he knew 


the Secrets of their Sovereigns inviolably ; and when 
dying, he look'd earneſtly upon Quautimoc, which oc- 
caſion'd various Speculations, ſome judging he did it, 
that the other might pity him, and grant Leave tro 
diſcover the Secret; but he on the contrary re- 
proach'd him, calling him a tender, mean fpirit= 
ted Man, and faying, he was not then himſelf at Eaſe. 
Cortes then with Authority, and Indignation order'd |? 
Quautimoc to be taken from the Rack, looking upon 
it as an Inhumanity to treat a King after that manner, 
and excusd himſelf of what had been done, alledging, 
That Julian de Aldrete, the King's Treaſurer, impu- | 
dently requir'd him to conſent to the racking of Quau- 
timoc, charging him with having conceal'd the Treaſure, 7 
the ſaid Alarete being a Servant to John Rodrignez dt 
Fonſeca, Biſhop of Burgos, Preſident of the Council 
of the Indies, whom Cortes look d upon as his Enemy. 
In ſhort, Quautimoc was taken from the Rack, much 


pity d 
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piry'd by all the Soldiers, who had before condemn'd 


their Superiore for not enquiting after the Treaſure. 
Some faid that Quant imoc had, before the City was ta- 
ken, declal'd he would throw all the Gold and Jewels 
he had into the Lake; but tho? the niceſt Search was 
made for it in ſeveral Places, none could ever be ſound, 
and it was much admir'd that ſo great a Maſs could be 


conceapd. Some of the prime Mexican Priſoners gave 


Tntimation of ſeveral Tombs where ſome ſmall Quanti- 
ry of Gold was found, which was carry'd away to be 
diſtributed. © 3 | . 

IT was poſitively aſſerted that there had been many 
Prefages, and Predictions of the Overthrow of the Mexi- 
can Monarchy, of which Number it will not be im- 
proper to infert theſe few that iollow. An Idol in 


 Chulula,' a City in Confederacy with Moteæuma fore- 


told, that a ſtrange Nation would come and poſſeſs that 
Empire. A Lord of Tezcxco, Nephew to the laſt 
Motex uma, told kim, That very great Calamities were 
coming upon him and his Empire. The fame was declar'd 


to him by many Sorcerers; one of them had neither 


Fingers, nor Toes ; he order'd them to be ſecur'd, and 
they vanifh'd out of the Prifon, to his great Vexati- 
on. Hereupon he refoly'd to offer extraordinary Sa- 


crifices to his Gods, directing a great Stone to be car- 


ry'd to the Temple for that Purpoſe, bur all the Force 
of Men could not move it, and whilſt they were la- 
bouring at it, a Voice was heard, which ſaid, That 
the Lord of the Creation would not permit thoſe Sa- 
crifices any longer; and when they would have made 


them in the Place where the Stone was, another Voice ſaid, 
have already told you it is not the Creator's Will 


that it ſhould be done, and that yon may believe me, 


I will ſuffer my ſelf to be mov d awhile, after which 


you will not be able to ſtir me any more; and fo it 
prov'd, and after many Prayers it was carry'd to the 


Entrance of Mexico, where it fell into a Cur of Wa- 
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ter, and tho? ſought after could not be found, but on- 
ly in the ſame Place from whence they had firſt re- 
mov'd it. At the ſame time there appear'd in the Sky 
a Pyramidal Flame of Fire, which aſcended from Mid- 
night till Sun-riſing, when it came into the South, and 
then vaniſh'd; which continu'd many Days, and when 
it appear d, the People gave great Cries, looking upon 
it as 2 Prefage of ſome notable Calamity, being al- 
ways very ſuperſtitious that Way. A Comet was ſeen 
in broad Day, which ran from Weſt to Eaſt, caſting 
our Abundance of Sparks of Fire, had a Jong Tail, 
and as it were three Heads. The Lake of Mexico 
next to Tercuco, began to bubble, without any vi- 
ſible Cauſe, ſwelling up, and many Structures that 
were on it fell down. At the ſame Time great Cries 
were heard, as it were of a Woman in Anguiſh, ſome- 
times ſaying, O my Children, your Deſtruction is 
come; and then again, whither ſhall I carry you, 
that you may not quite periſh. Several Monſters ap- 
pear d with two Heads, and being carry d before the 
King vaniſh'd. The Fiſhermen on the Lake took a 
Bird as big as a Crane, the like whereof never having 
been ſeen there before; they carry'd it to the King, 
who was then in the Palace call'd of Mourning and 
. Lamentation, being all Black, he having ſuch a pecu- 
liar Houſe for Times of Sorrow, and being then very 
melancholy on Account of theſe Preſages. The Fiſher- 
men came at Noon, ſhow'd him that Bird, which 
had ſomething on its Head, where the King ſaw the 
Sky and Stars, and looking up towards Heaven, and 
ſeeing no Stars, he was aſtoniſh'd; then looking again, 
he faw Warriers in the Sky, fighting, and killing. 
He ſent for the Prieſts, that had Skill in Prodigies, 
who ſaw. the fame on the Bird, but could not make 
any thing of ir, when on a ſudden it vaniſh'd, leaving 
them all in the greateſt Confuſion. To paſs by many 
other Stories that were told, which ſcem'd to 
5 | the 
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the Deſtruction of the Mexican Empire, there were ſaid 
to have been fiery Apparitions to the Eaſtward, which 
is the Way where Vera Cruz lies, and where the Spa- 


nurd landed, and particularly Numbers of arm'd Men 


fighting in the Air, Great Sighs and Groans were 


heard in Ae xicc, after Midnight, and when they got 


up x ſee from whom they came, no Body could be 
"4" :4 8 wn „ after 29) 

 TwerLvs Franciſcan Friers arriv'd at Mexico pre» 
ſently after that Ciry was taken. Cortes receiv'd them 
with extraordinary reſpect, in which point he always 
gave a ſingular Example both to the Spaniards and Na- 
tives, the latter whereof much admir'd at the Humiſi- 
ty of the Perſon whom they ſo much honour d. The 
Cuſtos, or Head of them was F. Martin de Valencia 
de Don Fuan, who with his Companions labour'd very 
ſucceſsfully in the Converſion of thoſe Infidels, and 
performd the Divine Service with much Decency, 
the Indiaus being mightily pleas d to hear and ſee the 
fame, becauſe ſome Spaniards underſtanding the Church 
Muſick, that agtecable Song took very much with 
them. Three others were come before to Tlaſeala, 
and ſtay'd there, by reaſon that the War was then at 
the Height. They liv d very retir'd, and religiouſly 
to the great Edification of the Indians, who charitably 
r them with all Neceſſaries. 
WI will now leave the Spaniſh Forces for a while; 
after their many Fatigues, to give ſome account of 
the firſt Peopling of that Country, their Kings, Re- 
ligion, Government, Cc. The firſt Saniards that ar- 


nvd in New Spain with John de Grijalva, gave it 


her Name, becauſe” fince their coming from home 
| they had never before ſeen any thing like it, with re- 


ſpect to the Soil, the ſnowy Mountains, the Stone 


Structures, and many other Particulzrs. © The antient 
Inhabitants of thoſe Provinces were a wild People, 


who liy d upon wild Fruit, and Roots, - and the Game 
my Bbz they 
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they were very dextrous at killing, not living ſociably 
in Towns, and therefore were call'd Chichimecas. They 
dwelt. on the Mountains, and in the Woods, lay on 
the Ground, and went naked, without any fort of 
Civility. The Women follow d their Husbands, lea- 


ving their e, hanging in Baskets, made of the 


Boughs of Trees, till they return'd from hunting 
_ Bellies being firſt flPd with Suck. They tad 


vo Knowkdg: jor God, nor had any Religion, or 


e 75 there are ſtill of thoſe, People in New 
Spain, and hays been miſchievous enough, the ditfi- 
culty of ſu them conſiſting in their having ng 
certain 90 den Thoſe, aul pwn of New 
us'd to ſaw or-reap, leſt the, belt of 
9 Land to — — Strangers, who were more polite, 
ps came from, very remote 12 ts. Feen where 
New enn Was Ae Thoſe People 
priped their Original in the — — of a Cave, at 
oy they, came. Par. out of wa, Cay 1 to People K th 
untry o Mexico. To preſerve the Memory thereof, 
they painted ſeven Races, and ſaid, that — — to 
the P Place of The. ſeven Caves, they croſꝰd an Arm 
of the Sea iy Trunks of Trees, which it is Mkehy 
were ill-ſhap'd Canoes, and a ing to theit Com- 
gurations | they had: been eight handred Years come 
Nauatlacan, which accoreipg to our ec 
was about the .Ygar 8z20, and J che ſpent eighty 
h wi in 17 to Mexico, 1 — Gods, or Der in, 
em in viſible Shapes, perſwading them 
to who joke ck er Ric: Lands as they delerib d to them, ans 
et they went on aue, ahl lesying forme Peo⸗ 
betnnd the chem, and 15 this Hay, there remains ſome 
rack of HE 125 they came, with Ruins: of largs 


Structures as, the re 1 of their ſpendit 
much nd 00, a 5 f ourney, = mY 3 deem 
in a Month, and they came into the Texxitany' of 


Meri, in the Yea of Glace, go 
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FROM the firſt of theſe ſeven Races came rhe 
Suchimilcans, ſignifying People that have Beds of 
Flowers, who ſettled. on the Bank of the Lake of 
Mexico, to the Southward, where they built a Town 
of their own Name, and ſome others. The ſecond 
Race where the Cholchas, which ſignify d the People 
of the Mouths,. and founded a Town of their own 


o q 


Name, next to the Suchimilcans, The third the Te- 


i peacant, that is, the People of the Bridge, inhabited on 


the Weſt Side of the Lake, and increas d ſo much, that 
WF calbd the Chief Place of their Province Azapw- 
zalco, importing, an Ant's, Neſt, and were very pow- 
erful- . The fourth were the Inhabitants of Ter cuco, 
being thoſe of Culua, ſignifying the bow'd People, 
becauſe 8 was in theit Country a ridge of an Hill 
very much bow'd, and thus the Lake was enclos'd by 
thoſe four, Nations, The People of Teacucp were ve- 
ry polite, and courtly, and their Language is the beſt 
and moſt agreeable. After that came the 7 latlewcans, 
that is, Mountain People, being the rudeſt, and find- 
ing 8 taken up, went over the Mountain, 
where they found, low and fruitful Land, and call'd 
their chief Seat Quahunaluac, that is, the Place where 
the Voice of the Eagle ſounds, which Province is now 


1 


 call'd che Adarquiſate.. The Tlaſcallum, being the ſixth 


Race, and ſignifying People of Corn, or Bread, went 
over the Mountain to the Eaſtward, croſſing the 
ſnowy Hill, where the famous Eruption of Fire is, 
between Mexico and the City of the Angeli. They 
raisd great Structures, founded many Towns, and 
call d the Head of their Province Tlaſcallan. Theſe 
al no Fribute to the King of Spain, but are exempt 
rom all Impoſitions. When theſe Nations ſettled, the 


antient Chichimecas made no Oppoſition, but rather 


were ſcar d, and hid themſelves in the Rocks; but 
thoſe who dwelt beyond the ſnowy Mountains, de- 
freded their Land int che Titels, nd being 

OE: 9 1 985 | iants, 
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Giants, as their Hiſtories inform us, would have ex- 
pelFd the Intruders ; but the Tlaſcallans made a falſe 
Peace with them, and having invited them to a great 
Entertainment, ſtole away their Arms, and kill'd them. 
As to their being Giants, there are Bones of a won- 
derful Magnitude found to this very Day. Thus the 
Tlaſcallans, and the other Races were left in quiet Poſ- 
ſeſſion, continuing in Friendſhip among themſelves, 
and the Chichimecas that remain'd learnt ſome ſort of 
Civility, covering their Bodies, building Cottages, 
ſettling ſome Form of Government, chooſing Lords, 
owning Superiors, and in much Meaſure quitting 
their brutiſh ſort of Life; and therefore it is believ d 
that all the Provinces in the Indie have proceeded 
from them, for the firſt Inhabitants were Savages. 
TREE hundred and two Years after the fix above- 
mention'd Races departed from their Country, and fer- 
tled in New Spain, when they were much inereas d, 


came the ſeventh Race, being the Mexican Nation, a 


warlike and polite People, who 2doring the God Vi- 
⁊ilipuxtli, he commanded them to leave their own 


Country, promiſing them, that they ſhould rule over 


the other Races in a plentiful Country, and much 
Wealth. They carry'd that Idol in a Caſe made of 
Ruſhes, on the Shoulders of four Prieſts, who taught 
the Rites and Sacrifices, and gave Laws, and nothin 


was done without their Approbation. When they 


halted, they erected an Altar, on which they 'plac'd 
the Caſe with the Idol, in the midſt of the Army, 
and obſerv'd all he directed, as to Sowing, building 
of Towns, &c. for never any Devil was fo conver- 
ſant with Men as this, endeavouring in all Things to 
imitate the Children of J/#aeÞ's coming out of Egypt, 
and their Travels. The Name of the Leader of th 
Race was Meri, and ſrom him came the Name of 
Mexico. Proceeding thus flowly like the other Nati- 


ons, Sowing, building Tewns, and eſcaping many 


D angers, 
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Dangers, they arriv'd at the Province of Mechoacan, 
ſignify ing, Country of Fiſh, by reaſon of the many 
fine Lakes there are in it, and liking the Soil, 
they were for ſtaying in it, but their Idol not conſent- 
ing, though he allow'd ſome Fog to be left there, 
they went on, and thoſe that ſtay d thinking they 
had been forſaken were always Enemies to the Mexi- 
cans, This Race departing from Mechoacan, com- 

plain'd to the Idol of a Woman they had among them, 

ſo great a Sorcereſs, that ſhe would be ador'd as a God- 

dels. The Idol commanded one of the Prieſts that 

carry'd the Cheſt, or Caſe, to comfort the People, and 
leave behind that Woman and her Family. The Wo- 
man ſeeing her ſelf abandon'd, founded a Town calPd 
Malinalco, and ever after the Inhabitants of that Place 
were look d upon as great Sorcerers. The Mexicaus 
being much decreas'd in their Numbers, halted at 
Tulo, that is, the Place of the Tuna, and the Idol or- 
der d them to turn a great River into a large Plain, and 
by the Contrivance he taught them they enclos'd the 
Hill call'd Coatepec with Water, and made a ſpacious 
Lake, which they encompaſs'd with Trees, and the 
Fiſh breeding, and Fowl reſorting thither, it became 
a delicious Place, for which reaſon they would have 
ſertled there, at which the Idol being incens'd, order'd 
the Prieits to let the River take its former Courſe, 
and deſigning to chaſtiſe the diſobedient, they at Mid- 
night heard a Noiſe in one Part of their Camp, and in 
the Morning found thoſe Dead that had propos d ſtay- 
ing there, their Breaſts ripp'd open, and their Hearts 
taken out, which they ſaid taught them ever after to 
Sacrifice in that manner. Being thus puniſh'd, and 
finding the Plain dry, the Lake being drain'd, by Di- 
rection of their God, they went on to Capultepec, a 
League and half from Mexico, and a pleaſant delight- 
ſul Place, where they fortify'd themſelves. The other 
Nations being ſtirr'd up by the Deſcendants of the 
; 1 1 c Sorcereſs 
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Sorcereſs of Malinalco, would have drove them from 
thence by Force of Arms, but they behaving them- 
ſelves bravely, proceeded to Atlacupabaca, a Town of 
the Culua, and there they again fortify'd themſelves. 

THEN ask'd fome Phce to ſettle of the Lord of 
Culuacan, who appointed them Tazahapar, which ſig- 
nifies White Waters, defigning they ſhould periſh 
there, becauſe of the many Vipers and Snakes the Soil 
bred ; they accepted of it, tam'd the Serpents, and 
fed on them. The Lord of Culuacan ſeeing they had 

made Improvements, admitted them into Nas City ; 
but their God would not permit them to go thither, 
and order d to ſeek out a Woman that was to be call'd 
the Goddeſs of Diſcord, and to that Purpoſe they 
ſent to ask of the King of Culuacan his Daughter, to 
be Queen of the Mexicans, and Mother of their God. 
He readily gave her, and the very Night ſhe came, 
they kill'd and flead her, and put her Skin on a Youth, Þ 
with her Cloaths over it, placing him near the Idol, 
For their God's Mother; and from that Fime for- 
ward they ador'd her, afterwards making her the Idol 
they calld Tocci, which ſignifies our Grandmother. 
They deceitfully invited the King, Father to the 
young Woman, to adore her, becauſe fhe was conſe- 
crated. He came with great Prefents, and being put 
into the Chapel, though it was dark, the Fire-pan 

with the Perfumes being kindled, he knew his Daugh- 
ter's Skin, and being ſenſible of the Cruelty, ran out 
crying aloud, and falling on the 2exicans with all his 
Men, in moſt furious manner, drove them to the Lake,. 
where they were in Danger of drowning, but making 


| the beſt Defence they recover'd the Land, and fork 1 


king thar Place, they went about the Lake, complain- Þ 
ing of their God, till they came to a River that could ÞM 
not be forded, for which Reaſon they made Floats Þ 
with their Targets, and Ruſhes, and ſo paſs'd over to 
Ntapalapan, and thence to Acatzimitlan, next to Tet 
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calco, and laſtly to the Place where now ſtands the Her- 
mirage of St. Antony, at the Entrance into Mexico, and 
the Quarter now call'd Sr. Paul's, their Idol comfort- 
ing them in their Diſtreſſes, with mighty Promiſes of 
Bleſſings. | : SE 
'CERTAiN old Sorcerers entering into a Place that 
was overgrown with Sedge, ſaw a conſiderable Stream 
of Water, that look'd like Silver, the Trees white, 
the Field white, and the Fiſh white, and then call'd 
to Mind a Prophecy of their God, who had given 
them that as a Token of their Place of Reſt. They 
went away joyfully to their People, with this good 
News. The following Night Yir=iliparzli appear d to 
an old Prieſt, bidding him to ſeek out in that Lake 
for a Tuna Tree, that grew out of a Rock, where, 
when they kill'd a Son of the Sorcereſs of Malinalco 
they threw his Heart, and that on the Tuna Tree 
they ſhould ſee a beautiful Eagle feeding upon fine 
Birds, and there they were to found their City, which 
ſhould prevail over all others. The Prieſt acquainted 
the People, which was ſo much to their Satisfaction, 
that they immediately went about it, ſeeking the Place 
ſo much deſir'd by them. They found the white 
Water, but it then ran like Blood, and parting into 


two Streams, one of them a thick Blue, which aſto- 
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niſh'd them.; but at length continuing their Search, 
they found the Tuna Tree growing out of a Rock, 
and on it was an Eagle, with her Wings diſplay d, 
facing the Sun, having about her much Variety of 
fine Feathers of ſeveral Colours, and holding in her 
Talons a very beautiful Bird. They all knelt down, 
paying great Reſpect to the Eagle, and ſhe, they 
fay, bow'd her Head, looking very earneſtly on them. 
They return'd many Thanks to their God, with no- 
table Show of Devotion, and call'd the City they 
there founded Tenuchtitlav, ſignifying, a Tuna Tree 
on a Rock, as has been ſaid before; and their Arms 
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to this Day are, an Eagle in a Tuna Tree, holding 
a Bird in one Claw, and reſting on the Tree with 
the other. The next Day they went to erect a Place 
of Worſhip, for the Ark of their God was to reſt 
there, which was made of Turf, and thatch'd. They 
bought of the neighbouring People, Stone, Timber, 
and Lime, in Exchange for Fiſh, Frogs, and ſeveral 
Sorts of Water Fow], which they took in the Lake, 
that has Plenty of them, and having built another 
Chapel of Lime and Stone for the Idol, filkd up a 
oreat Part of the Lake with Planks and Stone Work. 
When this was done, the Idol order'd a Prieſt to bid | 
their chief Men divide themſelves, with their Kin- 
dred and Followers, into four Wards, or Quarters, le- 
ving that Houſe that had been. built for him to reſt, 
in the Middle, and each Party to build as they 
lik'd beſt. Theſe are the four Quarters of Mexico, 
now call'd of St. John, St. Mary the Round, St. Paul, 
and St. Sebaſtian. That Diviſion being accordingly 
made, their Idol again directed them to diſtribute 
among themſelves the Gods he ſhould name, and each 
Ward to appoint peculiar Places where thoſe Gods 
ſhould: be worſhipped ; and thus every Quarter had 
ſeveral ſmaller Wards in it, according to the Num- 
ber of the Gods their Idol commanded them to 
adore, and they were call'd Calpultulco, that is, the 
God of the Ward. I hus Mexico Tenuchtitlan was 
founded, and very much increas'd, and this is the 
Original of the Mexican Nation, which though bar- 
barous had ſome commendable Things, as all other 
barbarous Nations have had. After the founding of 
Mexico, and inhabiting the Country, other People ar- 
Tiv'd from the Northward, at Pauaco, wearing long 
Garments, open before, without Hoods, the Necks 
cut low, which were us d by the Natives till latter 
Times in their Dances, in Imitation of thoſe People, 
who puſh'd on without any Oppoſition, as 1 0 
| 1¹ 
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Tue, where they were well receiv'd, becauſe they 


were very ingenious at any Art, and expert in im- 


proving Land, for which Reaſon they were below d 
by all Men; but not being able to ſubſiſt at Tulo, 
becauſe the Country was too populous, they pro- 
ceeded to Chelolan, where they fixed, and from thence 
peopled Guaxaca, the upper and lower Aiſteca, and the 
Zepotecas. / They much civiliz d the Inhabitants, and 
therefore when any Man prov'd wile and induſtrious, 
they call'd him a Tilotecar, becauſe they began to teach 
at Tala. And thus the Tralotecans are charitable, and 
no value themſelves upon being good Chriſtians ; 
and when in any Trouble they make Vows to God, 
and are purctual in performing then. 


. * * 1 * F : * * 1 
1 * . * 4 * 


CHAP. II. 


Of the Mexican Kings, from the firſt of 


them till the Iaſi, that was Motezuma 
the Second. ; 


TXTHEN the aforeſaid Partition was made, thoſe 


who thought themſelves injur'd, with their 


Kindred and Friends, went away to ſeek our ſome 
other Place, and traverſing about the Lake, found a 
Spot of Ground, calfd Tlatelolli, and there they ſet- 
tled, giving it the Name of Tlatelulco, that is, a Place 


fill d up with Earth ; and this was the third Diviſion 


of the Mexican, after their firſt travelling abroad. 


Theſe Inhabitants of Tlatelulco were turbulent, and 


bad Neighbours to the Mexicant, and their Enmity 


laſted long; whereupon thoſe of Tenuchtitlan perceiving 


that thoſe of Tlaelulco increasd, they thought fit to 
chooſe a King, that they might be the more united, 


S and 
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and leſs expos d to be inſulted by their Enemies; and 

to avoid Contention, they would not take one from 
among themſelves, but ſtrove to gain the King of Cu- 
luacan, Who was their Enemy, on account of their 
killing his Daughter; and that they might be ſuppor- 
ted by Friends, they made choice of a Youth calbd 
Acamapixtli, Son to a great Mexican Prince, by a 
Daughter of that King of Culuacan, to whom they 
ſent Embaſladors to demand his Grandſon. He ap- 
proving of their Requeſt, deliver'd him, giving him 
a noble Lady to Wife, as they defir'd. The new 
King and Queen were earry'd Home, had a folemn 
Reception, and an old Man made a Speech to inſtruct 
him in his Duty, declaring, that he came not to be 
idle, or take his Pleaſure, but to undergo much Toll, 
and an heavy Burden, and then they all wiſh'd him 
welcome, The King return'd Thanks, promiſing to 
endeavour to defend them to the utmoſt of his Pow- 
er. Then they took an Oath to, and put a Crown on 
his Head, which is like that of the Doge of Venice, 
and Acamapixtli, the Name of this firſt Monarch, ſig- 
nifies Reeds in the Fiſt, and accordingly his Device 
was an Hand holding many Darts. made of Reeds. 
Theſe, and other Particulars in the Mexican Hiſtory, 
were learnt by Heart by the young Men, and they 
preſerve them to this Day. 

THrrs Election prov'd very advantageous, for the 
Mexicans ſoon gain'd much Reputation among their 
Neighbours, whereupon J ealouſy increaſing, they be- 
gan to think of ſubduing them, eſpecially the Tepea- 
cans, ho reſolv'd to keep them under, and to that 
Purpoſe ſent Word to the King of Mexico, that the 
Tribute his People paid being too ſmall, they ſhould 
ſend Wood for their City, and ſow ſeveral ſorts of 
Grain in the Water, and carry Home the Product 
thereof to them. The Mexicanus being ſenſible that. 
this was only a Contrivance to pick a Quarrel, "ey 

| 7 | much 


Ga 


The H1sToRy of America. 197 


much concern d; but their God Yirziliputzli com- 
forted them, ordering they ſhould conſent to the Tri- 
bute, and he would affiſt them. Accordingly, at the 


appointed Time, they carry'd the Wood, and the 
Crop of what had been ſow'd in the Lake, and thoſe 


who ſee what is ſow'd there now will not look upon 


this as Inchantment, but very practicable, for they lay 


Earth upon Ruſhes, and Sedge, and there the Seed is 
ſow'd, grows, ripens, and is carry'd from one place 


to another, The King of the Tepanecans was amaz'd 
at the Sight of the Tribute, and ſaid, thoſe People 
had a great God, for all Things were eaſy to them, 
and therefore he would have them the next Year ſend 


him with the Crop, an Heron, and a Gooſe, with 
their Eggs ſo ready to hatch, that they ſhould do it 


as ſoon as they came into his Preſence, and no other- 


wiſe, The Difficulty of complying with this De- 
mand much griev'd the Me xicans, but their God a- 


gain commanded them to comply, adding, that the 


Time ſhould come when thoſe Demands thould coſt 


the Tepanecans their Lives. The Mexicaus carry'd the 
Heron, and Gooſe, and they hatch'd as ſoon as they 


came before the King, who faid, thoſe Things were 
above human Power, and that the Mexicans were like- 


ly to become Lords of all the Country. They conti- 
nu'd fifty Years in that ſervile Condition, during 
which Time their King dy'd, after having much im- 


prov'd the City with Buildings, Water Cuts, and 


Stores of Proviſions, He reign d forty Years in Peace, 
and at his Death, though he had Legitimate Children, 


ekt the People to their Liberty, to Ele& whom they 


pleas d ro govern, adviſing them to have regard to the 


publick Good. As ſoon as his Funeral Solemnity was 


over, they choſe one of his Sons, whoſe Name was 
Vitilocutiy, which ſignifies, rich Feather, and an 
antient Man told him, that it was the Duty of a 
King to have Compaſſion on the Aged, Widaws, and 
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-Orphans, and to be Father of the Publick, for they 
were to be the Feathers of his Wings, the Balls of 
his Eyes, and the Ornament of his Countenance; that 
he ought to be brave, ſince their God had foretold, 
that he ſhould make uſe of his Arms. They crown'd 
and anointed: him with an Ointment they call'd Di- 
vine, becauſe they us'd it to their Idol. Then they 
made another Speech, encouraging him to reſcue them 
from Troubles, and all did their Homage. He took 
to Wife, the Daughter of the King of Azcaprzalce, 
ralld Ahauchigual, the Marriage Ceremony being to 
tye one Point of the King s Cloak to one of her Veil. 
They had a Son, and being very ſuperſtitious in gi- 
ving Names, after caſting Lots he Was call d Chimal- 
popoca, ſigniſying, a Target that ſmoaks. The King 
and Queen dy'd, when Chimalpopoca vas but ten Years 
of Age, yet he was choſen to ſucceed his Father; and 
being plac'd on the Throne, he was acknowledg'd, 
but his Reign prov'd ſhort, for the Tepanecans mur- 
der d him one Night in his Palace. t 
Tu Mexicaus then choſe coal, Son to their firſt 
King Arampul, by a Slave, but brave, well behav'd 
Brother-in-Law to the King of Tezcwco. After ma- 
ny needleſs Ceremonies, which are not to our Pur- 
poſe, the Teparecars declar'd War againſt the Mexicans, 
who entirely defeated them, under the Conduct of 
their General Teacaleel, enter d their City, and drove 
them to a Mountain, where they threw down their 
Arms, and ſurrender'd, remaining ever after in Sub- 
jection and Poverty, for all the Lands and Booty 
were di ſtributed among the Mexican Nobility, and 
ſome of the Commons who had behav'd themſelves 
bravely, and the reſt caſt off as Cowards. Tacuba 
and Cuyoacan, Cities belonging to the Kingdom of 
the Tepanecans, continu'd the War, and after ſome 
Stratagems, both Armies engag'd, and the Mexican 
obtain'd the Victory, through the Valour - _ 
} | enera 
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General Tlacalel, and becauſe three prime Men of 
Culuacan had fignaliz'd themſelves, they rewarded them 
with the beſt of the Booty, which Cuſtom us d by 
the Mexicans in War, made them act with the ut- 
moſt - Bravery. They alſo ſubdu'd the Smchimilcdns, 
who were the firſt of thoſe ſeven Races, that payne 
the Country. The King of Mexico being own'd by 
thoſe of Suchimilco, order'd them to make a Cauſway 
between thoſe two Cities, being four Leagues diſtance, 
to keep up the Communication between them, and 
the work was immediately begun. Tlacaltel likewiſe 
ſubdu'd Cuitlavaca, a City in the Lake, whereupon 
the King of Tezcxco, own'd the Superiority of the 
Mexican Monarch, who thus lorded it over all the 
Cities of the Lake, and then Tcoatl dy'd, when he 


had reign'd twelve Years. 


Tux fifth King was Aotexuma, the firſt of the 
Name, and there being four Electors, to whom were 
join d the Kings of Tezcuco and Tacuba, T lacaleel alſo 
was admitted, as General of the Army, whoſe Ne- 
phew this Aorezuma was. He was conducted to the 
ſaid Temple, ſeared on his Throne before the Divine 


Fire, which was always burning, where he ſacrific'd, 
drawing Blood from his own Ears, the Brawn of his 


Arms, and Ankles, with tharp Bones of Tygers, and 
Deer. Several Speeches of Congratulation were made 
by the Prieſts, and Elders, there was much Dancing, 
Feaſting, and Rejoycing, and Preſents came from all 
Parts of the Kingdom. The King went in Perſon to 
the War againſt Chalco, which had declar'd againſt 


bim, and brought home Priſoners to Sacrifice, which 


from that Time became an eſtabliſh'd Cuſtom, rhe 


new Kings, when they return'd from War, being 
conducted into the City in triumphant manner, all the 
Prieſts going from the Temples in Proceſſion, burn- 
ing ſweet Gums before them, and playing on muſical 
Inſtruments. The Courtiers and Laity alſo went = 
on | wit 
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with all Demonſtrations of Joy to receive them. This 
Aotezuma was very Martial, and conquer'd ſeveral 
Countries; but the War of Chalco gave him moſt Em- 

loyment, where they would have made a Brother of 
bi whom they had taken Priſoner, their King. He 
pretending, that before he could accept of it, he muſt 
ſpeak to his Countrymen, order d a little Scaffold to 
be erected, on a very high Piece of Timber, which 
he mounted, with a Noſegay in his Hand, and ſaying, 
God forbid he ſhould ever be falſe to his Country, 
for the ſake of being a King, and that they ſhould 


learn of him to be Loyal, he caſt himſelf down, and 


dy'd. The War was carry'd on, and Chalco ſubdu'd; 
but it was not continu'd againſt Tlaſcala to Extremi- 
ty, that the Mexican Youth might have an opportuni- 
ty of exerciſing themſelves in their Weapons, and 
there might be always Men to Sacrifice. This King 


made the Houſes of the Gods more Magnificent, as al- } g 


ſo the Courts of Juſtice, and Government, appointing 
Councils and Judges of all forts, as orderly as in any 
Country in Europe. He ſettled the Royal Court, 


with much State and Magnificence ; built the gret 


Temple to their God YVirzilputzli, and ſacrific d abun- 


dance of Men taken in War at the Dedication of it. 


He dy'd after a Reign of twenty-eight Years. = 
Tux ſixth King was Tezozic, for T lacalee! would 


not accept of it, being willing to take upon him the : 


Care and Trouble of the publick Weal, without the 


Honour and Power, in return for which his Modeſty, 


the EleQors, entirely referr'd the Election to him, 
and he voted for a Son of the deceas'd King, being 
this Tzzozic, and though he ſeem d to be very unfit 
to undergo that Burden, T lacalcel ſaid, he would ſup- 
ply that Defect. They bor'd his Noſe, and ſet an 
Emerald into it. He prov'd little inclin'd to War, 
and cowardly, and going in Order to his Coronation 

to ſubdue a Province that was revolted, loſt more 5 
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his own Men than he took of the Enemy. How. 
ever, he made a great Show, yet liv'd only four. 


| Years, being. poiſon'd by the Adexicans, who could 


nor bear with a mean- ſpirited King, which ſhows the 
Haughtineſs of thoſe People, and how ambitious they 
were of being govern'd by brave Monarchs. . 
TRE feventh King call'd Axacaya, being another 
Son of the firſt Motecuma, was choſen in the ſame 


manner as the former, by the Vote of T lacaleel, who 


was then very old ; and the new King, to pleaſe him, 
appointed his eldeſt Son Captain- General, which made 
him dye contented. The King then took the Field, 
to make Priſoners for his Coronation, march'd to the 
Province of Tecoantepec, where he fought a numerous 
Army of that Nation, and another that had join d 


them, obtain'd a ſignal Victory, and purſu d it as far 


as the Port of Guatulco, on the South Sea. Return- 
ing to Mexico in Triumph, he was Crown'd, offer'd . 
abundance of human Sacrifices, and receiv'd rich Pre- 
ſents. The Kings of Tercuco had the Prerogative 
of Crowning thoſe of Mexico. This King prov'd 
very brave, was almoſt among the foremoſt in Battle, 
and ſubdu'd Tlatelulco, which, as has been ſaid, had 
been founded by thoſe that departed from Mexico, 
and becauſe they had diſguiy'd themſelves in the Lake 
in the Shapes of Crows, Geeſe, Birds, Frogs, and o- 

ther Inſects, the King of Mexico having fought Hang 

to Hand with their King, when they were vanquiſh d, 2 
would not forgive them, unleſs every one imitated the 

cry of the Creature whoſe'Figure he bad afſum'd, 


which, to their great Shame, they were forc'd to do, 


and to this Day the People of 'T latelulco are jear d with 


it, and take it for a great Affront. This King reign'd 
eleven Years, and much enlarg'd his Dominions. 
 Autzol. was choſen the eighth King, after the uſual 
manner, and prov d nothing inferior to his Predeceſſor in 
Virtue and Valour, much belov'd for his Affability. 
«Vor. III. | D d Being 
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Being inform'd, that the People of Qua vutarleu, 1 
rich Province, had miſus d thoſe that were carrying 
the Tribute to Mexico, and taken it to themſelves, he 
march'd againſt them, and came off victorious. Car- 
rying on his Conqueſts, he extended his Dominions 
as far as Guatemala, was generous, charitable to the 
Poor, rewarded his Soldiers, erected many Structures, 
brought a great Stream of Water to Mexico, thinking 
there was want of it, and the Quantity was ſo im- 
menſe, that the City was in Danger of being drowned, 
which he remedy'd by his Induſtry, by drawing a 
Drein, which ſecur'd, and left it in an Iſland, and 
well built. He reign d eleven Years. 

IN the Year 1518, when the Spaniards came into 
New Spain, Motezama the ſecond reign'd, who was 
fo grave, that he could ſcarce be heard, when he ſpoke 
to his Council, his Advice was much admir'd, and 
therefore he was reſpected before he came to the 
Crown. It was his common Practice to withdraw 
into a great Room he had in the Temple of YVirzih- 
prxtli, where he convers'd with his Idol, becauſe he 
PETS to be very religious, for which, and his 

igh Birth, he was choſen King. When his Election 
was notify'd to him, he fhut himſelf up in the afore- 
faid Room in the Temple, the better to carry on his 
Hypocriſy, and was carry d from thence to the Coun- 
eil, appearing all the way very grave, and therefore he 
had the Title of the Surly. He went to the Fire a 
the Temple, to offer Incenſe, drew Blood from his 
Ears, brawny Parts, and Shins, according to Cuſtom; 
they put on him the Royal Robes, bor'd his Noſe, 
and hung a rich Emerald at it. Being ſeated on his“ 
Throne, he heard the Orations that were made to 
him, the firſt of them by the King of Tercuco in 
Praiſe of his Virtues, which he anſwer' d wich much | 


Hutnility and Thankſulneſs; but as ſoon as he be- ; 


gen co rule his Diſpoſition, chang'd, for he order d, 
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that none but the Nobility ſhould ſerve. him. In or- 
der to his Coronation, he march'd out to conquer a 
Province towards the North Sea, that had revolted, 
carrying on the War with much Conduct, puniſh'd 
the Rebels, left Garriſons on the Frontiers, and return'd 
with a great Number of Priſoners to be ſacrific d, and 
2 conſiderable Booty. The great Men became his Ser- 
vants, tho they had never us d to be fo before, ſtand- 
ing in much Awe, and loving him at the ſame Time, 
a5 generally the Mexicans did their Kings. The Co- 
ronation was celebrated with very extraordinary So- 
lemnity, Dancing, Plays, Illuminations, Sports, and 
rich Preſents from all his Provinces, abundance of un- 
known People, and the very Enemies.of the Nation, 
as thoſe of Tlaſcala and Mechoacan, reſorting to ſee that 
Feſtival, all whom he order d to be entertain'd and 
well treated, and Places to be provided for them to be- 
hold the Night Diverſions, in which they alſoplay'd 
their Parts. Afotezuma caus d himſelf to be fo highly 
reſpected, that it almoſt came to be Adoration. No 
Commoney was to look him in the Face, and if he 
did dy d for it. Nor did he ever ſet his Feet on the 
Ground, being always carry'd. on the Shoulders of 


were to go the ſame Track with him, but 
along the Sides of the Way ; nor did he ever wear 


fame: Veſſel, and a' that he us'd being given to his 


to be inviolably obſery'd, wholoever fail'd therein 
being puniſh'd without Mercy. He often went dif- 
guis' d to obſerve how all his Miniſters and Officers 
did their Duties, would ſet Perſons to offer Bribes to 
bis Judges, and provoke them to do wrong, and if 


cure them from Death. Le was a ſtrict Obſerver of 
g e Juſtice, 


Noblemen, and when ſet down had a rich Carpet to 
tread on. When he travelled, none of his Followers 


one Garment twice, nor eat no- drink out of the 


Servants, they were rich and gay. His Laws were 


they prov'd guiley, no Favour or Kindred could ſe- 
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Juſtice, ſeldom ſuffer d himſelf to be ſeen, keeping 
up cloſe to order the Government of his Dominions, 
and how to enlarge them, being very ambitious in 
that Point, and therefore engag'd in ſeveral Wars, ob- 
tain'd many Victories, and became greater than any 
of his Predeceſſors had ever been, which, when he 
had arriv'd to, the very Weight ſunk him, as is uſual 


in great Monarchies. 


EET 


CHAP. IM. 


Of 7 he Religion, Latos, Cuſtoms, Mar 
ners, and Goverument of the Mexi- 
Cans. | Wen 


l AVING given an Account of the Mexican Empire, 


and its Monarchs, we next proceed to their Re- 
ligion. Thoſe People, tho? they ador'd a Multitude of 
Gods, and offer d human Sacrifices to them, yet they 
acknowledg'd one Sovereign Deity,: whom they wor- 
ſhipp'd looking up to Heaven, and calling him Cre- 
ator of Heaven and Earth, Admirable, &c. and yet 
the Chriſtian Preachers found it a very difficult Tak 
to convince thoſe barbarous People that there was on- 
ly one God, from whom all Bleſſings were to be 
expected. Next to the ſupreme God they paid di- 
vine Honour to the Sun, the Moon, the Morning 
Star, the Sea, and the Earth, and accordingly they 
call d Cortes the Of- ſpring of the Sun; but the great- 
eſt Honour they paid to their Idol Vitæilpuxtli, ſig- 
nifyipg the left Hand of the ſhining Feather, whole 
Temple was the moſt: magnificent; and to the other 
Gods they aſcrib'd- natural Effects, as Rain, good 


Harveſts, 
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Harveſts, Succeſs. in War, Poſterity, c. They 
were very curious in making Idols, and Pictures of 
ſeveral Sorts, which they ador'd as Gods; and this 
prevail'd more in Mexico, Texcuco, T laſcala, Chulu- 
la, and the adjacent Parts, than in thoſe which were 
more remote. There was another principal Idol in 
Mexico, which was the God of Pennance and Remiſ- 


ſion of Sins, call'd Tezcal:liputca, made of black Stone 


as bright as Jet, finely clad, having a Gold and Silver 
Ring in his under Lip, with a Chriſtalline ſmall Pipe 


about half a Foot long, and in it a green Feather, and 


ſometimes a blue, that look'd like a Tarkey Stone. 
His Hair was encompaſs'd with a Fillet of beaten 
Gold, at the end whereof was an Ear of Gold, with 
| ſome Smoak painted on it, fignifying the Prayers of 
the Afflicted, and Sinners which he heard, when they 
apply'dto him. From between that Ear and the other 
Rack out ſome Heron's Feathers, and at his Neck 
was a Gold Jewel that cover'd all his Breaſt, Gold 
Bracelets on his Wriſts, and on his Navel a'precions 
green Stone. In his left Hand a Fan of valuable 
Feathers, green, blue, and yellow, iſſuing from a 


bright Plate of Gold, fo finely burniſhed, that it was 


ke a Looking-Glafs, ſignifying, that through the ſaid 
Mirror he ſaw all that was done in the World, for 
which Reaſon it was call'd his looking Place. In the 


Right Hand he had four Darts, denoting the Puniſh- 


ment he inflicted on the wicked for Sin. This was 


the Idol they moſt dreaded, for fear he ſhould diſco- 


ver their Crimes, on whoſe Feſtival, which was ce- 
lebrated every four Years, there was a general Pardon 
of Sins. This Idol was alſo look'd upon as the Lord 
of Barrenneſs and Plague, and therefore they repreſent- 
ed him fitting in much Majeſty on a Bench with 
a red Curtain about him, adorn'd with Skulls and 
dead Men's Bones, on bis left Hand a Target, with 
four Darts ſticking out of it, and in the Right, a 


Javelin, 


—— 
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auelin, ready to be thrown. His Countenance was 
rce ot angry, the Body anointed with Black, and 


His Head ſtuck full of Quaifs Feathers, Much Sus 


perſtition was us d towards this Idol. by reaſon of the 


Sar. Fear they ſtood. in of him. 


A Chalula a City near Mexico, they ador d a fo 
mous Idol chat was the: God of Commerce, becauſe 
they were great Merchants, and are. ſtill given to 


Trading His Name was Quat, he ſtood in 


a very; lofty Temple, in a ſpacious Square, with _ 


Silvers, Feathers, and coſtly Cloachs about him, bear- 
ing the Figure of a Man, his Face like a Bird, the 


Beal red, a Cob, og Creſt, and Warts on it, with 
Rows of Teech, and the Tongue out. On his Head 
| ow Mitre ending in a Paint, a Sickle in his 
H many Ornaments of Gold on his Legs, be- 
cauſe he enrichd whom he pleas d, and his Name 
bgnity'd Snake of rich Feathers. 
Tony had alſo Goddeſſes, the chieſeſt of them 
calF'd, Tech, that is, our Grandmother, being that 
Queen whom they had flead, and from that time they 
began to flea Men that were facrific'd, and the Li- 
ving did put on the Skins of the Perſons ſo flead, 
ſuppoſing that it was agreeable to their Deity; as-alſo 
the tearing out the Hearts of thoſe that were ſacri- 
fic'd; for they learnt. it of their God, whei that Pu- 
niſhment was inflicted: at Tuba. One of thoſe God- 
deſſes they worſhipp'd, had à Son, who, was a great 
Sportſman, whom. the T laſc alas took for their God, 
and becauſe char Province is very ſull of Game, they 
kept a folemn Feſtival in Honour of him, founding 
an Hern at the Dawn. of the Day, when they all al 
ſembled, with their Fows,. Arrows, Nets, and other 
Implements ſor Hunting. They carry d their Idol in 
Proceſſion, a Mukitude of People follow'd to an 
high Mountain, on the Top whereof was an Arbour, 


ad in the Midſt of it, an Akar well adorn'd, on 
which 
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which they plac'd the Idol, attended all the Way 
with much Noiſe of Horns, Corners, Pipes and 
Drums. When come to the Place, they encompaſs d 
all the Side of that Mountain, and ſetting Fire to it 
on every Side, abundance of Deer, Hares, and other 
Creatures came out, flying from the Fire towards the 
Top; the Hunters purſu'd them with great Cries, 
ſounding their Inſtruments, till they had drove them 
ran. A Idol, where they hemm'd them in ſo cloſe, 
chat leaping to make their Eſcape, ſome tumbled down, 
others fell upon the People, and others upon the Al- 
tar, which render'd the Sport very agreeable. They 
ſacrific'd the Deer and larger Beaſts before the Idol, 
tearing out their Hearts, with rhe ſame Ceremonies 
that were us'd in facrificing of Men, and then taking 
up all the Game on their Backs, they rerum'd with 
their Idol, in the ſame Order as they came, and en- 
ter'd the City in joyful Manner, playing on their 
Muſick, till they came to the Temple, where the 
plac'd the Idol in very reſpectful Manner, and wit 
the Fleſh they had brought created all the People, the 
Sports and Dancing beginning as ſoon as they had 
eaten, They had many other Gods and Goddeſſes, 
but thoſe already mentioned were the chiefeſt. 
THey alſo made Gods of living Men, thus. 
They took a Priſoner that was to be facrific'd, gave 
him the Name of the Idol he was to be offer'd to, 
— on him the ſame Ornaments, and as long as that 
Mockery laſted, which was ſometimes a Year, ſome- 
times fix Months, and ſometimes leſe, they paid him 
the fame Honour as they did to the Idol ; he eat, 
drank, and made merry, and when he went along the 
Streets, the People came out to adore him, and make 
their Offerings, and brought out their Children and 
ſick Perſons ſor him to cure and bleſs them, allowing 
him co do his Will in al Things, ſaving, that ten or 
* twelve Men always attended that he might not * 
N n 15 
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his Eſcape, as did ſome Perſons of Diſtinction. As 


he went along they play d on a ſmall Pipe, for the 


People to come out to worſhip him. He had the 
beſt Appartment in the Temple, whither all the prime 
Men went to wait on and pay him ReſpeR, carrying 
his Meat with as much State as was done to the No- 
bility, but at Night he was ſhut up in a ſtrong Cage, 


that he might not run away, and if he happened to 
eſcape, the chief of thoſe that had guarded him was 
put into his Place; in concluſion, when he Was fat, 


they facrific'd and eat him. 
THrzxy had Prieſts, and Perſons that devoted them- 


ſelves to a retir'd Life, abundance of falſe Prophets, 


ſtately Temples, and ſmaller Chapels and Oratories, 
but above all was the Cu of Mexico, being the fa- 
mous Temple of Vitzilipuxtli, ſo large, that ren thou- 
ſand Men aſſembled to dance in the Court of it, before 
the Appartment. Before the Altar was a Pyramidal 
green Stone, ending in a Point, about five Spans or 
an Ell high, on which the Men were laid to be ſa- 
crific'd, on their Backs, that their Bodies bowing 
they might cut open their Breaſts with a ſharp 
Flint, and ſo tear out their Hearts the more eaſily. 
There were eight or nine Temples in Mexico, join'd 
to one another, within a large Court, each of them 
having its peculiar Stairs, and a Yard with Rooms 
and Bed-chambers, their Grates looking Eaſt, Weſt, 


North, and South; having Towers and Battlements, 


ſeveral ſorts of Painting, and Figures carv'd in the 
Stones, ſupported by large Buttreſſes, and theſe were 
dedicated to ſeveral Gods. The next to Vitzilipuxtlis 
Temple in Dignity, was that of the God of Penance, 
and Puniſhments, before ſpoken of, which had eighty 
Steps to go up to the Top, and was curiouſly wrought. 
At the Top of the Steps was a plain Space, or Table 
one hundred and twenty Foot in Breadth, and by it a 
large Room hung, always cover'd with a Veil, where 

none 
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none but the Prieſts might enter, and all the Temple 
was finely wrought with Variety of Figures. Theie 
two Temples: were in the Nature of Cathedrals, all the 
reſt being as it were Pariſh Churches, Chapels, and 


Hermitages, and yet fo ſpacious, that there were with- 


in them Colleges, Schools, and Appartments for the 
Prieſts. 33 
THERE were ſuperior and inferior Orders of 
Prieſts, thoſe of Vitxilipuxtli came to it by Succeſſi- 
on from Families of certain Wards, deputed for that 
purpoſe ; thoſe of the other Temples were by Electi- 
on, or being offer'd up ro that Service from their In- 
fancy, Their conſtant Buſineſs was to burn Perfumes 
before the Idols four Times a Day; the firſt at Break 
of Day; the ſecond at Noon; the third at Sun-ſet- 
ting; and the fourth at Midnight. At thoſe Hours 
all that were in Dignities got up, and inſtead of Bells 
founded Horns and Cornets, in a doleful manner; after 
which, he whoſe Week it was, came out with a white 
Garment on, like a Dalmatick, with his Cenſor in one 
Hand, and Fire in it taken from the great Hearth or 
Pan, that was always burning before the Altar; and 
in the other Hand a Purſe with the Incenſe, and with 
profound Reſpect burnt it beſore the Altar. Then he 
rook a Cloth, and wip'd the Alrar, and Curtains, and 
they all went away together to a Room, where they 
perform d a ſort of cruel Penance, wounding and 
crawing Blood from themſelves, and this was never 
omitted at Midnight. They preach'd to the People 
on certain Feſtivals, and had Revenues aſſign'd them, 
belides great Offerings. | 
WITHIN the Encloſure of the great Temple of 


| Mexico, were two Houſes of Retirement, the one for 
| Men, oppoſite to the other which was for Women, of 


twelve or thirteen Years of Age, being the ſame Num- 
ber as of Men, and call'd the Young penitent Women. 


bey liv'd chaſtely, ſhut up, as offer d to their God, 
| - Yor. III. = 
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water d and fwept the Temple, dreſs'd Meat for rhe 
Idol and the Prieſts, of what was offer'd in Alms. The 
Idol's Food conſiſted of ſmall] Cakes, like Hands and 
Feet, and ſome twiſted ; with this Bread they made 
certain Soups, which they ſet before the Idol, and the 
Prieſts did eat it. They went ſome time with their 
Hair cut ſhort, and then permitted it to grow till ano- 
ther appointed Time, aroſe at Midnight, perform'd 
the ſame Exerciſes as the Religious Men, daub'd their 
Cheeks with the Blood they drew from themſelves, and 
afterwards waſh'd. They had Abbeſſes, who employ'd 
them in weaving Cloths, for the Service of the Temple; 
their Habit was all White, without any Ornament. 
They liv'd reſerv d, and modeſtly, and if they faiPd 
infallibly dy'd tor it, as Prophaners of their God's Houſe. 
If a Mouſe, or other fort of Vermin hapned to gnaw 
any thing belonging to rhe Temple, they faid it was a 
Token of ſome Crime; ſearch was made, and the De- 
linquent being found was infallibly put to Death, tho' 
ever ſo great. The Maidens to be admitted were to be 
of one of ſix particular Wards; their Confinement laſt- 
ed a Year, after which they went out to marry. 

In the Monaſtery of Men, oppoſite to that of the 
Women, there were Youths from eighteen to twenty 
Years of Age, whom they call'd Religious. They had 
Crowns ſhav'd, on their Heads like Friers, with 
little Hair, bur grown down half Way their Ears, and 
behind down to their Backs, which they ty'd like a 
Treſs. They liv'd in Poverty, Chaſtity and Obedi- 
ence; ſerv*d the Prieſts in what belong'd to the religious 
Worſhip, ſwept the holy Places, brought Wood for 
the Fire, that, like a Lamp burnt continually before the 
Idol's Altar. There were Boys that ſerv'd like Acolites, 
all under Superiors, and behav'd themſelves fo modeſtly, 
that when they went out where Women were, they 
Kx'd their Eyes on the Ground. They went about 
the City, by four and four, cr fix and fix in a _ | 
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Hyd manner, to beg Alms, and when none was given 
them they were allow'd to go into the Fields, and take 
what they had occaſion for, as living in Poverty, and 
having nothing but what came by Charity. There 
could not be above fifty of them, and one part of their 
Penance was/ to riſe at Midnight to ſound Horns and 
Cornets to awake the People, watching the Idol by 
Quarters of the Night and Day, that the Fire might 
not go out, and when they had offer'd Incenſe they 
withdrew to a place appointed for that purpoſe, and 
drew Blood from their brawny Parts, with ſharp Flint 


Points, with which they daub'd their Temples down 


to the lower part of the Ear, and then wath'd themſelves 
ina Pond. Theſe Youths did not anoint their Heads, 
or Bodies like the Prieſts; their Garments. were of a 
very rough white Cloth, and this Penance they held 
for a Year. | ae ae a BD 

THe Prieſts and dignify'd Perſons alſo drew Blood 
from their Legs, daub'd their Temples, and the Lancets, 
which they ſtuck in Wiſps of Straw, on the Battle- 
ments of the Temple, that the People might ſee what 
Penance they did. The Pool where they waſh'd was 
calld Ezapan, that is, Water of Blood; none of thoſe 
Lancets ſerv'd twice, and therefore there was a great 
Number. They faſted five or ten Days before ſome 
Feſtivals, which were like our Ember Weeks, and ma- 
ny of them to prevent being guilty of any Lewdneſs 
cleſt their Privities, or uſed other means to be impotent. 
They drank no ſtrong Liquor, ſlept little, moſt of their 
Functions being in the Night, whipp'd themſelves with 
knotted Cords. All the People in general whip'd rhem- 
ſelves at the Proceſſion, and Feſtival of the Idol, that 
was the God of Penance, and had Robes made of Maguey 
for that purpoſe. 2 2 > ou: 

Tre Mexicans very much ugd to facrifice Men, 
wherein they exceeded all the Nations inthe World, as 
has been before obſerv'd. which was the reaſon why 
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Mote uma told Cortes, That tho' it had been eaſy for 
him to jubdue a Nation fo near to him as Tlaſcala was, 
he had not done it, that he might have Men to ſacrifice. 
The manner of doing it, was to place all the Prifoners 
in a Rank; with many Guards about them, then a Prieſt 
came out in a white Alb, with great Et inges at the Bot- 
rom, who came down from the Temple, carrying an 
Idol made of Blights, and Indian Wheat, moulded up 
with Honey, the Eyes of it being green Beads, and the 
Teeth Grains of Mai, he came down the Steps of the 
Temple haſtily, and went up a very large Stone, that 
was fix d on a high Chapel, in the midſt of the Court, 
that Stone was call'd Quautixicali, which ſignifies, the 
Eagle's Stone, and paſſing over the Stone, up a little 
Stair-Caſe, ſtill hugging the Idol, he went to the place 
where thoſe ſtood that were to be ſacrific'd ſhowing every 
one of them that Idol, and ſaying, This is your God. Ha- 
ving ſo done, he went down the other Side of the Steps, 


and the Perſons to be ſacrificd follow'd in Proceſſion, 


one by one, to the place where they were to dye, thoſe 
who were to ſacrifice them being there before, and were 
{fix Prieſts, appointed for that Employment, four of 
them to hold the Hands and Feet, another the Neck, and 
the ſixth to rip open the Breaſt, and tear out the Heart 
of the Sacrifice, and this Dignity of Sacrificer was the 
greateſt, much valu'd, deſcended by Inheritance, and he 
that ripp d open the Breaſt honour d as High Prieſt, his 
Title being Tepilem. His Veſtment was a red Cloth, 
like a Daimatick, with Fringes about it, a Crown of 
Green and Yellow Feathers; Gold Rings, with green 
Stones in his Ears, and under his Lip, about the mid- 


dle of the Chin, a thing like a little Pipe, made of a 


blue Stone, and his Face daub'd Black. The other 
Five wore Wigs, very much curd, with leather 
Thongs wound-about them, girt to the middle of the 


Head, and {mall Paper Targets on the Forehead, paint- 


ed of ſeveral Colours, their Habit white Dalmaricks, 


wrought 


Another Prieſt carry'd a w 
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wrought with Black. The High-Prieſt had in his 
Hand, a large, broad and ſharp Knife, made of Flint. 

* Collar, wrought like 
a Snake. The Perſons to be ſacrific d, were conducted 
one by one up the Steps, ſtark naked, and as ſoon as 
laid on the Stone, had the Collar put upon their Necks, 
and the four Prieſts took hold of the Hands and Feet. 


Then the High-Prieft with wonderful Dexterity ripp'd 


up the Breaſt, tore out the Heart, reeking with his 
Hands, and ſhow'd it to the Sun, offering him the 


Heat and Steam that came from it. Then he turn'd 


to the Ido], and threw it in his Face, which done, he 
kick'd the Body down the Steps, and it never ſtoppꝰd 
till it came to the Bottom, becauſe they were very 
upright, and thus they ſacrific d them all, one after 
another. Thoſe who had taken the Priſoners, carry d 
away the Bodies, to divide among themſelves, to ear 
them by way of ſolemnizing the Feſtival. This fame 
was practis'd by all the Nations round about Mexico: 
There were other Sacrifices of Men, but this was the 
moſt uſual ; and fo great was the Number of thoſe 
thus abominably facrific'd, that they ſometimes exceed- 
ed five thouſand, and it had been obſerv'd that above 
twenty thouſand had been facrific'd on the ſame Day, 
reckning all that thus periſh'd in ſeveral parts. 

' Waen the Prieſts thought fit, they went to the 
Kings, and told them, they muſt remember the Idols 
who were ſtarving with Hunger, whereupon thoſe 
Princes ſent to one another to prepare for War, be- 
cauſe their Gods demanded ſomething to eat. Then 
they march'd out and fought, only endeavouring to 
take Priſoners, that they might have Men to feed thoſe 
Gods. The Adexicans kept the great Feſtival of their 
God Vitrilipuxtli in the Month of May. Two Days 
before it, the Maidens that liv d retir'd m the Temple, 
kneaded the Flower of Blites, and Indian Corn toaſted, 
with Honey, and of that Dough made a large mw 
vel | with 
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with the Eyes of Green, Blue, or white Beads, and 
Grains of the fame Wheat for Teeth. All the great 
Men then came, and cloath'd it in the Habit of the 
fame Idol, and ſeating it on a blue Stool, plac d it on 


a Bier, to be carry'd on Men's Shoulders. On the 


Feſtival, before Break of Day, the Maidens came out 


in new white Dreſſes, with Garlands made of toaſted 


Indian Wheat; and Strings of it under their leſt 
Arms, both Arms adorn d with red Feathers of Par- 
Tots, and their Cheeks painted Red. This Day they 
were calbd the God Yuxilipaztli's Siſters, and carry'd 
out the Bier, with the Idol on it, into the Court, 
where the re ird Youths, crown d after the ſame man- 
ner, and very finely drels'd, receiv'd and carry'd it 
with great Reſpe& to the Foot of the Steps that went 
up to the Temple. Then all the People bow'd, and 
taking up Earth ſtrew'd it on their Heads, which was 
their Ceremony on the principal Feſtivals, after which 
they went haſtily in Proceſſion to the Hill of Chapul- 
tepec, a League from Mexico, where they pray'd and 


ſacrific d, whence they proceeded in the ſame haſty 


manner to a place calld A.lacupabæya, near the ſecond 


Station, and went on a League farther to Cuyoacan, 
whence they return'd without halting to Mexico. This 
Journey of four Leagues was perform'd in four Hours, 


and this Proceſſion was call d Tpayna Vitilipuxtli, that 
is, Vitzilipaztl's haſty Way. The Bier was again ſet 
down at the Foot of the Steps, and thence dawn up 
with Ropes in a very reſpectful manner, to the Top 
of the Temple, a great Noiſe being made all the 
while, with Horns, Cornets, Drums, and Pipes, be- 
cauſe the Steps were fo upright and narrow, that the 
ſame could nor be carry'd upon Men's Shoulders, the 
People looking on very devoutly. When drawn up 
to the Top, and pur into a little Houſe of Flowers, 
the rerir'd Youths ſtrew'd many of them about the 
Temple, and the Maidens carry'd many Pieces of 
| | the 
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the Dough the Ido] had been made of, thap'd like 
Bones, which they laid at his Feet, and call'd them 
Vitzilipuxtlis Fleſh. All the dignify*d Prieſts of the 
Temple came out, according to their Seniority, in 
much Order, one after another, habited ſuitable to their 

ſeveral Offices, with Garlands, and Strings of Flow- 
ers, and os them follow'd the Gods and Goddeſſes 
they worſhipp'd, in ſeveral Shapes, clad in the fame 
Livery, and put about them the aforeſaid pieces of 
Dough, performing ſome Ceremony of Singing and 
Dancing over them, which was Bleſſing them as that 
God's Fleſh. When the Bleſſing was over, the Sa- 
crificers came out, and proceeded to the butchering of 
Men, which, by reaſon the Feſtival was ſo great, ex- 
ceeced that of other Days. After them came our the 


EO. retird Youths and Maidens of the Temple, and ta- 


king their places oppoſite to one another, ſang and 
danc'd to the Beat of a Drum, in Praiſe of the Solem- 
nity, and of the Idol, all the prime Men, and Per- 
ſons of Note anſwering the Song, dancing about them, 
making a Chorus, the young Men and Maids always 
holding by one another in the middle, and all the City 
flock'd to ſee this Sight. When the Solemnity was 
over, the Prieſts took the Idol, and the Pieces of 
Dough before ſpoken of, and diſtributed them in Bits 
among the People, great and-ſmall, Men and Women, 
like bleſs'd Bread, or a ſort of Communion, and they 


receiv'd it with much Reſpect, Fear, and Tears, ſaying, 


they did eat their God's Fleſh, and carry'd ſome of it 
to the Sick, looking upon it as a moſt heinous Sin to 
eat, or to drink Water, or any other Liquor till after 
Noen, hiding the Water from Children, warning one 
another to avoid the Wrath of their God. When this 
fort of Communion was over, en old Man, mounted 
on high, preach'd upon their Law and Ceremo-. 
nies. | 1 
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Tus Prieſts daub d their Hair from Top to Bot- 
tom wich a wet Ointment, which made it like Horſe 


Har, and it grew down to their Hams, ſo that the 


* * 


* ea it became very troubleſome, for they were 


&y made their Jubilee, or Quietus for meer Age, and 


1 that Cale they gave them other honourable publick 
” Employments. They made up their Hair into Treſſes 
with Cotton Breeds. {fix Fingers broad. The Smoak 


with which they incens d themſelves was of the Heart 
of the Pine-tree, ſo that they look'd like perfect 
Blacks, and when they went to burn Incenſe, or to 


Sacrifice to the Idols they had in Caves, in the thick- 


eſt Parts of Woods, or on the Tops of Mountains, 
they. u&d another Ointment, made of venomous In- 
ſets, burnt with Tobacco, and moulded with Soot, 
or rather Colly. They thus became Wizards, and 


- 'ralk'd with the Devil, and became ſo fearleſs, that be- 


jng daub'd with that which they calld the Ointment 


| of their God, they went by Night about the Woods; 


and moſt dreadful Places, being convinc'd that the 
Tygers, Lyons, and Bears would not hurt them 


and the ſame Ointment they made uſe of to cure Chil- 
dren, and ſick Perſons, faying it was a Divine Medi- 


eine, and affirm'd, that it gave them ſingular Eaſe, 
which might be occaſion'd by the Tobacco, and poi- 
ſonous Ingredients, which benumming the part, they 
took for a Cure. Thus the Prieſts bearing much Au- 
thority among the People, perſuaded them into a thou- 


ſand Superſtitions. 


TRE x ſacrificd the Ears and Privy- Members of 
new - born Male Infants, by drawing a little Blood from 
them, and this Ceremony was chiefly practisd on the 
Children of Kings and great Men. As ſoon as born 


the Prieſts waſh'd them, and gave a little Sword into 


their Right, and a little Target into their leſt Hand. 
They gave the Sons of the common ſort the — 
Fg 
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ſome ſmall Giſts, and at Night all the Inhabitants were 
in the Town, with a conſiderable Preſent of Fowls and 
Bread. At this Time Advice was brought that the 
Lord of Zempaala was coming on a Bier carry'd 


many Indians. He and the Lord of Chianhuitzlan, 


with Tears in their Eyes, complain'd to Cortes of the 
Wrongs done them by Motexuma; ſaying, he exacted 
heavy Taxes; took away their Sons to ſerve him in his 


Palace, and to facrifice them, and that his Officers 


forc'd away theirs and their Subjects Wives and Daugh- 
ters, and raviſh'd them, adding many more Injuries of- 
ferd to all thoſe Towns of the OD Language, 
being about thirty in Number, declaring that they 
liv d in moſt miſerable Servitude, without the leaſt 
Glimpſe of Liberty. Cortes kindly offer'd to deliver 
them from that Oppreſſion, with which they were 
well ſatisfy' d, tho' they ſtill expreſs d how much they 
dreaded the Effects of Morezuma's Anger, when he 


ſhould be inform'd that they had receiv'd and enter-' 


tain'd the Spaniards. me 

WurLsr they were diſcourſing of theſe Affairs, 
ſome Indiam of the Town came in very haſtily, with 
Advice that Motex uma s Tax-gatherers were coming, 
which put the two Caziques into ſuch a Fright, thar 


they left Cortes alone, and went away quaking to re- 


ceive them, thoſe Men paſſing along the Market- Place 
where Cortes was, with much State and Haughtineſs, 


attended by many of the Prime Men. Five of them had 


ſhort thick Rods in their Hands, like thoſe usd by the 


Alguaziles in the Kingdom of Aragon, and Fans, which 


were not allow'd to any bur great Perſons. They had 
Lodgings provided, and their Meat and all other Ne- 
ceſſaries ſerv d up in moſt ſplendid Manner. They 
reprov'd the Caziques for having entertain d the Stran- 
ers, without the King's Leave, demanding twenty In- 
ian Men and Women to be facrific'd, in order to ap- 
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of. Cortes obſerving the great Diſturbance there was, 
enquir d of Marina, what it meant, and being inform'd, 
ſent for the Lord of Zempoala, ask d of him, what 
Men thoſe were he made ſo much of. He anſwer d, 
they were Motezuma's Tax-gatherers, who enquird 
why they had entertain d the Spaniards, and demanded 
twenty Perſons to be ſacrific d, that the Gods might 
make them victorious over the Strangers. Cortes told 
them, That the King his Maſter had ſent him to relieve 
the oppreſs'd, and to aboliſh thoſe Sacrifices, and ſhed- 
ding of human Blood; and therefore ſince thoſe Offi- 
cers came upon that Account, they ſhould immediate] 

ſecure them; at which the Caziques were aſtoniſh'd, 
thinking it an unheard of Preſumption ſo to do, and 
durſt not go about it; however Cortes inſiſting on it, 
they bound them to long Poles, put Collars abour their 
Necks, and becauſe one of them reſiſted they beat him. 
Cortes order'd thoſe Lords not to pay any more Tribute 
to Motexuma, nor obey his Commands, and to cauſe 
the ſame to be proclaim'd in all the Towns of their 
Friends and Allies, and to let him know whether there 
were any more Tax-gatherers in any of them, and he 
would cauſe them to be ſecur'd. The Fame hereof 
few through the whole Country, where all Men were 
altoniſh'd ar ſuch unuſual Proceedings. The two Ca- 
2iques being encourag'd by Cortes, were for facrificing 
the Priſoners, which he would not permit, but causd 
them to be kept in a particular Room, under a Guard 


df Spaniards. At Midnight he order'd two of the 


Priſoners to be brought before him, fo as that the I. 
diant of thoſe Parts might know nothing of it. The 
Interpreters ask'd them, who they were, whence they 
came, and why they were confin'd. They anſwer d, 
that the Caziques of Zempoala and Chianhuitxlan had 
Teiz'd them by Encouragement from him and his Peo- 


ple. Corres ſaid, he knew nothing, and was very ſorry 


for it, made much of, and bid them go tell their _ 
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ſer Mote x uma, that he and his Men were his Servants 
and Friends, and that he had diſmiſs d them, and check d 
the Caziques by; whom they had been impriſon ' d, and 


would order the other three that were ſtill in Cuſtody to 


be diſcharg d, but that they muſt be gone immediately 
before any Diſcovery was made. They anſwer d, That 
they muſt of Neceſſity go through the ee of the 
Totonaqnes, w hSQ would kill them, to prevent their go- 
ing to Mexico, whereupon he order'd them to be car- 
ry'd in a Boat beyond the Limits of Zempoala. In 
the Morning. when the Indians miſs'd the two Priſon- 
ers, they would have facrific'd the other three that re- 
main d, had not Cortes hinder d them, pretending to 
be very angry. becauſe the two were gone, and faid, 
that ſince they had given ſuch an ill Account of them, 
he would ſegure the other three, ordering them to be 
carry*d in Fetters aboard the Ships, where they had them 
immediately taken off, and were told, they ſhould be 
ſoon ſet at Liberty, which was very pleaſing ta them, 
and advis d. Cortrs not to truſt thoſe: Zempoalans, who 
were barbarous , mountaineers, revengeful Rebels, 
and low d to put their Maſter to trouble, as they had 
done at other Times. Cortes had them brought before 
him from abbard the Ship, | and told them, He was ſor- 
ry for the Diſreſpect ſnow d to their Maſter, whoſe 
Friendſhip he was ambitious of, and that as ſoon as their 


Companions; return'd, he would ſet them at Liberty. 


The Totonague Indians of that Province taking this Mat- 
ter into Conſideration, condemning the Diſreſpect 
ſhow'd to Motexuma, ad vis d to beg his Pardon in 
humble Manners lay ing all the Blame of what had hap- 
ned on the Spaniardi, for that they ought not to deſ- 

pair of his Clemency. Others ſaid, it was better to 
die in Deſence of their Liberty, than live under ſuch 
Slavery, or to expect Mercy from a King, who laid 

ſuch heavy Burdens upon them, but that on the con- 
tary. they ſhould make Uſe of the Favour of thoſe 
bio "=" RS Gods, 
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Gods, for ſo they call'd the Spaniards, to proceed in 
what they had undertaken, and aſſert their Liberty. 
Moteæumas Tyranny was fo great, that this Opinion 
prevail d, and they reſolv'd to pray Cortes to aſſiſt them, 
offering to die in his Service. | 164). fd Ri 
Cortes was highly pleas'd to ſee his Enterprize ſo 
well advanc'd; yet he modeſtly anſwer'd the Lord of 
„and others, that they ſhould ſeriouſſy conſi- 
der what they did, becauſe Motexuma was a potent 
Prince, but ſtill, if they would ſtand by what they 
ſaid, he would be their Leader, fince it was but reaſo- 
nable to defend his Friends, and love thoſe that lov d 
him, and therefore they muſt truly tell him, What Men 
could be had, and what Allies they thought would 
ſtand by them. They anſwer d, that when once the 
War was proclaim'd, and it was known that thoſe 
Gods protected them, one hundred thoufand Men 


would take up Arms. He reply d, that tho he ſtood 


not in need of their Help, it would be proptrneverthe- t 
leſs to warn them to be in a 'Readineſs;'-to- the End 
that in cafe the King hapned to ſend any Forces, they 
might not be ſurprit d, and if they Wanted Aid they 


might give him timely Notice. This was fo great an 
Encouragement, that tho they much dłeaded Me rumi, 
being naturally of a 1 they 
Dou 


grew bold, 
and ſent Word through all that Country, for if the 
Aexicum began the War, they ſhould give them No- 
tice, and they would relieve them. All che Moun- 
tain Country took heart, and rejoyc'd; looking on it as 
a wonderful Providence that they ſhould be ſuccour'd 
by thoſe who they judg'd by their Omefis'ahd Pre- 
ditions were to deſtroy them. The Allience was im- 
mediately proclaim'd; they promis d Submiſſion to the 
Crown of Spain, and thus Cortes promoted his Deſigns; 
and. to the End that Morex uma might not think the 
Rebellion of the Totondgues had been his Cotitrivance, 


he, with the Conſent of the Lords of Chignbwitzlas, 


order d 


„ e 5 on 
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order'd that the three Mexican Priſoners ſhould be ſer 
at Liberty, and bid them tell the King, That tho? his 
Governour Trathlille, had with- held his Proviſions, and 
ſhow'd Tokens of Enmity, he. ſtill deſir d to ſerve 
him, and to communicate ſome Affairs that were for his 

Tur Arrival of ſuch ſtrange People was known 
throughout all the Country, which occaſion'd much 
Fright and Diſorder ; not for Fear of loſing their Lands, 
but becauſe they thought the World was drawing to 
an End, and all human Race was to periſh; and the 


. 


moſt powerful Men ſought our in the Mountains for 


Places of Safety to ſecure thernſelves againſt. the Auger 
of the Gods, till their Wrath was appeas d. They 
ſaid, the Omens and Tokens they had: ſeen were in- 
tehded to make them amend, becauſe thoſe Tokens 
could denote nothing leſs than the End of the World. 
and therefore the People in general were very melancho- 
ys The Afexican Government immediately conſulted, 
their Oracles, to know whether the Spariaras were 
Gods, and by the King's Advice, ſent for a more parti- 

cular Account of them, tho'' hy. Means of his Sorce- 


Ties he well knew that they were human Creatures, and 
had all the Affections of Men. They were much 


aſtoniſh'd at the Sight of a Croſs- Bow and Sword that 
were carry d to AMotexama, and much more to hear, 
that they had with them a Woman, like a Goddeſs, 
meaning Marina, by whoſe Means they underſtood the 
Natives; and being told, that in ſome little Towns 


they had caſt down the Idols, they ſaid, if they had 
been Brothers to the Gods they would not miſuſe them, 


and therefore they muſt be ſome beaſtly People, and 
the Gods would requite them. Theſe, and ſuch like 
Diſcourſes were: frequent among them, as being almoſt 
beſide themſelves, for in reality, the: Prodigies that had 
been ſeen among them, which ſhall be ſpoken of in the 
proper Place, were dreadful. On the other Hand, 
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ſome ſaid, they mult needs be Gods, becaufe they rode 
upon ſtrange Creatures that had never been ſeen before. 
They admir d at their Coming without any Women, 
except only that Melinche, fo they calbd Marina, and 
that it was by the Help of the Gods that ſne under- 
ſtood the Mexican Tongue, becauſe being a Stranger, 
ſhe could not know it any other Way. They ask d 
how jt was poſſible that any human Strength could ma- 
nage that Sword and Croſs- Bow: © Thus they made 
their Reflections upon all Particulars, for tho the ſmall 
Number of the Spaniards did not daunt them, yet they 
were amaz d at their Boldneſs in offering to go to Mexi- 
co, beſides other Circumſtances which they admir'd. 
In the mean time Cortes made it his Buſineſs to be in- 
ſormꝰ d in all Points relating to the Country. 7. 
Tu Alliance before: mention d being concluded, 
Cortes, with the Advice of the Magiſtrates and Com- 
manders, thought fit to build the Tow] of Villa Rica de 
la vera Crux, on à Plain about half a League from the 
Town of Chianhuitxlan, which was in the Nature of 
a Fortreſs. They mark d out a Church, Town-Houſe, 


Market- Place, Arſenal, Magazines, and Plats for the 


private Houſes, all near good Rivers, and Paſture. . 
Orders were alſo given for building out of Hand a 
ſtrong Houſe, or Caſtle, to be made Uſe of upon 
Occaſion of any Emergency in War, to defend them- 

ſelves in Caſe of Need, and to receive Succours. All 
was carry'd on with the utmoſt Diligence, none from 
the higheſt to the loweſt being exempted from the 
Work, for as much as .it concern'd the Safety of them 
all. As ſoon as Moteg uma was inform'd of the Im- 
priſonment of his Tax-Gatherers, and the Rebellion 
of the Totonaques, looking upon it as the higheſt Af- 
front to his Majeſty, h order'd a mighty Army to 
be raisd to chaſtiſe the ſame; but the two Priſoners ar- 
riving, and telling how they had been ſet at Liberty 
by Cortes, and delivering. the Meſſage. he had given 


p | 
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them, he was appeas'd, and-ſent two Youths, his Ne- 
phews, attended by four antient Noblemen, with a great 
Preſent of Cotton Cloths, and Gold, ordering them to 
return Thanks to Cortes, for having ſet his Servants at 
Liberty, and at the ſame Time to expreſs how much he 
reſented the Revolt of thoſe Towns, under the Pro- 
tection of the Spariards, in Reſpect to whom, believin 
them to be the fame his Forefathars had faid ſhould 
come into his Dominions, and that they were of his 
own Lineage, he did not ſend to deſtroy thoſe Rebels, 
becauſe they were in their Houſes; but that th 
ſhould have Time to repent them of their Diſreſpect. 
Cortes receiv'd the Preſent, which was worth two thou- 
ſand Pieces of Eight, and faid, he and all his Brethren 
were very much the King's Servants, tho' he was con- 
cern'd at the ill Behaviour of the King's Miniſters to- 
wards them, in forſaking them, and cutting off their 
Proviſions, without any Cauſe, or ſo much as taki 
their Leave; which he did not think could be done. 
by Order of ſo great a Prince; that the Want of Pro- 
viſions had oblig'd them to repair to thoſe Towns, 
where they had been well receiv'd, and therefore he 
entreated him to forgive them, and not to be offended 
at their forbearing to pay him the Tribute, becauſe 
they could not ſerve two Maſters ; and ſince he and all 
his Brethren defign'd very ſpeedily to go kiſs his Hands, 
Orders ſhould be taken for his Service. He gave the 
Youths, and the other Gentlemen ſome Preſents of 
ſuch Things as he had, and order'd the Horſemen to 
_ *kirmiſh in the Meadows, which was very agreeable 
to the Mexicans, and the Totonaques were no leſs pleas d 
to ſee that inſtead of the War they expected from Mo- 
tex uma, he ſent, an Embaſſy and Preſents to Cortes, 
which made them have a great Conceit of him. Here 
his Horſe dy'd, and he bought a brown cheſnut Horſe 
that prov'd extraordinary good, and belong'd to Ortiz 
the Muſician, and Bartholomew Garcia, for Hotles 
2 Were 


— — - — -  — — + OS — — 
= * — Is * "I" i 


t 
F 
1 
N 


iy 
* 
l 


224 The HisTory of America. 


were then ſo ſcarce that two Men kept one between 


Soon after the Mexicaus were gone, the Lord of 
Zempoala, and other prime Perſons went to Cortes, to 
acquaint __ that 9 Number in vg" was draw- 
ing together in a ſtrong Town call'd, Zimpanzingo, 
„ Boy 0 Was a 8 of Cala, with a 8 
come and deſtroy their Corn, and did them much 
Harm. He being importun'd, and having promis d to 
aſſiſt and protect them, turn d to ſuch of 44 own Peo- 


ple as were about him, and faid, That ſince they look'd 


upon them as Gods, in that Country, he would ſend 


cold Heredia, who had an ill Countenance, a long Beard, 


a Scar a- croſs his Face, and but one Eye. He order d 
him to advance along the Road to N 2 to 

the River that was near it, firing his Musket by 
the Way, and there he would ſend to call him. 


He did fo, and the Jadians follow'd him full of 


Amazement, and well fatisfy'd, thinking that he alone 
was ſufficient againſt all their Enemies. When t 
were come to the River, Cortes order'd them to be call' 
and ſaid, he would march himſelf, with all his Bre- 


thren againſt the Cullias, to ſhow the Kindneſs he had 


for them. He order d the Artillery and the Men to 


be in Readineſs, and the Corporals commanding ſome 


Soldiers of the Faction of s Yelaſguez to their Poſts, 
they declar d in haughty Manner, that they would not 


march upon any Expedition, for they had loſt enough | 
by being deluded away from their Houſes by Cortes, 


and ſince he had offer'd them Leave and Accommoda- 
tion to return Home, they demanded it. Theſe were 
ſeven in Number, whom he calbd to him, and ask d, 
Why they acted ſo baſely? They anſwer'd boldly, 
That they admir'd he would pretend to ſettle with ſo 
ſmall a Number of Men in ſo populous a Country; 
that they were weary with rambling about, and ſick- 
ly, and therefore be ſhould give them leave to go to 


their 
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their own Homes, as he had promis'd. He reply'd, 
It was true he had promis'd, but that they were in the 
wrong in quitting their Colours, but fince they defir'd 
it, they might go immediately; appointed them a Ship, 
gave them Cazabi Bread, a Jar of Oyl, and ſome Pulle, 
and one of theſe Soldiers, whoſe Name was Moron, 
ſold his Horſe to John Rua. When theſe Soldiers 
were aboard, and ready to fail, as was faid, at the In- 
ſtigation of Cortes, the Alcaldes, Regidores, and ſeve- 
ral others repair d to him, and in the King's Name re- 
quir'd him, not to give Leave to, or permit thoſe Men 
to go away; becauſe it was not convenient to ſuffer 
any to depart; when they were in a Country that was 
full of ſuch warlike People; but that on the contrary, 
it was a Crime. that deſerv d Death to deſert from their 
Colours at ſuch a Time. Tho? Cortes was firſt much 
importun d, pretending not to comply, he at length 
revok”d the Licence, and thoſe Men were diſappointed; 
and Moron left without a Horſe; for John Ruand 
ww not reſtore him, becauſe he had been fairly 
old. 

TRE Diſturbance occaſion'd by thoſe that would 
return to C#babeing quell'd, Cortes march'd with all his 
Forces to the Aſſiſtance of the Totonaques, advancing 
firſt to Zempoala, where two thouſand Men were ready 
in Arms, divided into ſour Parcels, to join the Spanis 
ards, They march'd five Leagues the firſt Day ro ſome 
Houſes near the Town, and reſolv'd to proceed into it 
immediately, and as they began ro enter the ſtrong. 
Streets, lying among Rocks and Clifts, eight Prieſts 
and prime Indians came out to them, in peaceable Man- 

ner, lamenting, and asking Cortes, why he would kill 
and deſtroy them, without any Provocation, and beg- 
ging, that ſince it was reported of him that he deli- 
ver d the oppreſs' d, he would do them no Harm; de- 
ching it was true they were at Variance with the Zem- 
Vor. II. G g pPooalans, 
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poalans, on Account of rheir Borders ; but that there 
were then none of the Exlyas in their Town, that they 
were ready to ſerve him, and begg'd he would not hurt 


them. Cortes order'd Chriſtopher de Olid, the Colonel, 


to take Care that the Zempoalans did no Harm, and tho 
he loſt no Time, they were already plundering the firſt 
Manſions they came to, which Cortes was concerr'd at. 
He order'd their Captains to be call'd, commanded them 
to reſtore all that had been taken, and reprov'd them, 
for having drawn him thither fraudulently, in order to 
take thoſe People, with his Aſſiſtance, to facrifice them, 
for which they deſerv'd Death ; for that the great Kin 

of Spain had not ſent him to commit Ourrages ; and 
that for the future they ſhould take Care not to give 
him any falſe Relations, or practiſe any ſuch Methods, 
which would coſt them their Lives: The Goods that 


had been plunder'd, and the Priſoners taken, being re- 
ſtor'd, Cortes again * the Zempoalans to behave 


themſelves peaceably, and told the Inhabitants, that his 


King was wont to govern his Subjects after that Man- 


ner, and if they deſign'd to be ſuch, they muſt in the 
firſt Place forbear ſacrificing Men, committing Sodo- 
my, cating human Fleſh, and other Abominations they 


were guilty of; and believing in one only God, the 


Creator of Heaven and Earth, caſt down their Idols, 
which were the Invention of the Devil, who kept them 
ſo long in their Error, when God in his Mercy, gave 


them the Opportunity of Opening their Eyes, having 


for his unſearchable Judgments permitted them to con- 
tinue till then in Blindneſs. 


TrosE Indians obſerving how uprightly Cortes ated, 


were very well fatisfy'd, call'd in the People of other 
Towns, and acquainting them with all that was doing, 
they ſubmitted themſelves to the Crown of Spain, and 
became its Subjects. Cortes ſummon'd the Comman- 


ders of the Zempoalans, who were with his Men in the 


Camps 


„ d Ng FO I NCes 


f.,. , ⅛ĩͤ- . 


The HIS TO RT of America, 227 


Camp, and told them, that ſince they were all Subjects 
to the King of Spain, they ought to be Friends, and 
to live for the future in Peace and Unity. They pro- 
mis d ſo to do, and were well pleas d to be deliver'd 
from the Yoke of Motexuma, thoſe People making 
the ſame Complaints againſt him and his Soldiers as the 
Zempoalans had done, and then he return'd to Zempo- 
ala a different Way from that he came. The Troops 
paſs d by two Towns of thoſe that were newly enter'd 


into the Confederacy, and whilſt they were reſting in the 


Afternoon, a Soldier, whoſe Name was Mora, born at 
Ciudad Rodrigo, took two Hens, ſo that Cortes ſaw it, 
and was ſo angry, both becauſe it was done in his Pre- 
ſence, and in regard that he would have his Soldiers to 
obſerve Diſcipline, that he order d him to be hang d, 
and had not Peter de Alvarado cut him down with his 
Sword, he had actually dy'd, he dropp'd down half 
choak'd, and ſome time after was kill'd in Fight at 
Guatemala, The Lord himſelf was near Zempoala in 
ſome Cottages, waiting for Cortes with Proviſions, and 
in Fear on Account of having made him undertake that 
Journey upon a falſe Relation, for they were not ſo 

barous as not to be ſenſible that Cortes made good 


his Aſſertion, that he was ſent to maintain Juſtice, 


which gain'd him much Reputation; and for as much 
as the Dread of Motexuma made them uneaſy, they 
could have wiſh'd, that for their greater Security, the 
Sariards had never departed out of their Town; for 
which Reaſon they ſaid, that ſince they were now all 
the ſame, for the faſter Knitting of their Friendſhip, 
they ſhould take their Daughters to breed on, and 
carry'd them eight beautiful Damſels, Daughters of 
Prime Men, well clad, with Gold Necklaces, and Pen- 
dants in their Ears, with Women Servants, the Cazi- 


que ſaying, that ſeven of them were for the Captains, 


3nd the other, being his Niece, for Cortes. He with 
882 much 
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much Gravity and Eloquence told him, “ That to the 
C End the Union and Amity between them ſhould 
be permanent, it was requiſite they ſhould in the 
« firſt Place reform their Abuſes, and leave off thoſe 
ce Abominations they practis' d, offering the Lives of 
ce innocent Perſons in Sacrifice to the Devil, and eatin 
< their Fleſh, which was odious in the Sight of Gol 
e and Man; and therefore it was the Divine Will, 
ce that they ſhould open their Eyes to be ſenſible of 
« the Errors they liv'd in, and then they would wil- 
ce lingly accept of thoſe Maids, provided that they 
ce were Chriſtians, becauſe it was not lawful for the 
“ Sons of the Church of God to have to do with 
ce Tdolaters.” The Heathen Prieſts, and chief Men 
that were preſent, anſwer'd, That rhoſe Gods they 
ador'd had always given them Health, good Harveſts, 
and all they ftood in Need of, for which reaſon they 
could not forſake them, tho they approv'd of Reſorm- 
ing Vice. The Spaziſh Soldiers unanimouſly cry'd out, 
that they could not bear with the Inhumanities thoſe 
harden'd Idolaters daily practis' d in their Sight, and 
therefore they ought in the firſt Place to aſſert the Ho- 
nour of God, which was the principal Motive of ſend- 
ing them thither, upon which Account they were ready 
to lay down their Lives. | | 
Cortes having commended the Spaziards for their pious 
Reſolution, and quoted fome Texts of Scripture in 
Defence of it, faid, It was proper firſt to try, whether 
that could be brought about by fair Means, and in 
caſe the Indians did not comply, ſince he had the Ho- 
nour to command ſuch zealous Chriſtians, he would be 
the willinger to die firſt for ſo good a Cauſe. The In- 
 aians were very uneaſy at this Propoſal of the Chriſti- 
ans, and Corres drawing near, the Lord of Zempoala, 
with other Prieſts and Noblemen, told him, That if 
ſuch an Indignity were offer'd to their Gods, iy 
as would 
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would all periſh. Cortes laughing at it, anſwer'd, that 
to undeceive them of their Error, he would run the 
Hazard of all that Danger; and cauſe the Idols to be 
caſt down, and as for them they ſhould take heed nor 
to make any Oppoſition, as he heard there was ſome 
Muttering among them, for the Idols would certain] 


be deſtroy'd, and they ſeverely puniſh'd. This being 


reſoly'd, by the Interpoſition of Marina, who was an 
excellent Interpreter; the Indians ſtill reply'd, That as 
for themſelves they were nor worthy to touch their 
Gods, but if Cortes ſtill perſiſted in caſting them down, 
they proteſted it ſhould be without their Conſent. 


Hereupon about fifty Soldiers chearfully ſtepp'd out of 


their Ranks, and praiſing God, threw down thoſe hide- 
ous Figures of Dragons, Tygers, and Bears, with hu- 
man Bodies. The Indians lamented, hid their Eyes, 
and ſaid they had no Hand in it. The Report hereof 
ſpread through the whole Town, and a vaſt Number 
of arm'd Men came our, whereupon Cortes order'd the 


Cazique of 2 the Prieſts and chief Men to be 


ſecur'd, and told them, they ſhould all dye, if they 
made the leaſt Diſturbance, the Spariards being ready to 
execute the Orders of their Commander; but the Lord 
commanded them all to be quier. 


ALL being perform'd as has been aid, Cortes order'd 


the Idols to be thrown away, and the Prieſts, whom 


in their Language they call'd Papas, and who wore. 
long black Cloaks with Hoods to them, like Caps, 


with other ſhort ones, like Dominican Friers, took and 


carry d them away. Thoſe Men were much reſpect- 
ed, on Account of their Dignity, and becauſe they 
were Noblemen, and marry d. Cortes then, by Means 
of the Interpreters told the Prieſts, and great Men, 
that he now look'd upon them as his Brothers, and 
purſuant to it again promis'd to defend them againſt 
Mtezuma, and all the World, and commanded them 
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not to pay him any more Tribute; and ſince there 


were to be no more Idols in the Temples, it was pro- 
per there ſhould begin to be ſome Show of Chriſtianity, 
and Means us'd for the Salvation of Souls. He order'd 


Indian Plaiſterers to come and take off from the Walls 


the Cruſts that were on them of human Blood from 


the Sacrifices that had been offer'd, and other Filth, 


and to cleanſe them, eſpecially the greateſt of the Tem- 
ples where that was practis d. The next Day all was 
clean, and plaiſter'd over, and an Altar erected, adorn'd 
with rich Cloths, Boughs, and Flowers. "The Hea- 
then Prieſts were alſo oblig?d to cut their Hair, and 
Cleanſe themſelves, for they wore it very long, twiſted, 
and daub'd with the Blood that flew from the Sacrifices, 
and which they drew from their own Ears,- and to 
wear Garments of white Cloth. Then Cortes bid 
them obſerve, how much Chriſtian Piety was to be 
preferr'd before their former Cruelties, and how much 
more agreeable it was to Decency and Reaſon; for that 
God abhorr'd Sodomy, and the other Vices which they 


_ themſelves had offer'd to reform, as well as the Cruelty of 


Shedding of human Blood without any Cauſe, which 
occaſion'd all that Filth, and Stench, which they had 


cleansd, ſo that their own Perſons, and thoſe of their 
Children and Friends would be ſecur'd from that Sort 


of Death, for God would not have any to be deſtroy'd, 


but that they ſhould all live to praiſe and glorify him ; 
for it was he alone that gave them Life, Health, and 
Victory againſt their Enemies, good Harveſts, and all 
other ſpiritual and temporal Bleſſings ; and they were 
to obſerve, that he had lov'd Mankind to ſuch a De- 
gree, as to come into the World for our Salvation, and 
to take Fleſh in the Virgin Womb of a Lady, whoſe 


Reſemblance all the Catholick Church honour'd and 


reſpected. That he would cauſe the fame to be ſet up- 


on the Altar, and by her Interceſſion they might ex- 


pee 
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greater Bleſſings than ever were to be hop'd for 
from their Idols. When all Things were made ready, 
a Croſs was erected on the Altar, and an old Soldier 


call'd John de Torres appointed to ſtay and attend the 


Service of the Place, and inſtruct the Indians, there 
being no better Conveniency at that Time. F. Bar- 
tholomew de Olmedo ſung Maſs, ſome Soldiers who had 
Skill ſerving, and the eight Indian Maids were baptiz'd, 
Cortes keeping che Cazique's Niece, who was call'd 
Catherine, and diſtributing the reſt among the Gentle- 
men, who carry'd them where they went, at which 
the Indians were well pleas d, and ever after continwd 
good Friends to the Spaniards. 


Cortes having thus eſtabliſh'd Friendſhip with the 


Zempoalans, march'd away to his new Colony of Villa 


Rica, and the ſame Day he came to it a Ship arriv'd 
from Cuba, commanded by Francis de Salcedo, ſurnamd 
el Pulido, or the Spruce. This Ship brought Captain 
Lewis Marin, with a Mare, and ten Solders, and Salcedo 
had a good Horſe. Theſe Perſons brought Advice, 
that James Velaſquez: had receiv'd the Title of Adelan- 
tado, and the King's Commiſſion to trade, and make 
Settlements in the new diſcover' d Countries that had 
been granted him. Theſe Forces having been now 


three Months in New-Spain, and the Fort almoſt made 


defenſible, it was confulted how to proceed, and pro- 
pos d to go up the Country to try Fortune; but it 
was reſolvd in the firſt Place to ſend ſome Perſons to 


the King, to give an Account of what had been done 


in his Service, and carry him the fifth of the Gold, 
and all the Reſt that had been given. Alonſo Hernandez 
Puerto Carrero, and Francis de Montejo were pitch'd up- 
on to go on this Errand; and Cortes thinking that what 
he had was very little, when every Officer and Soldi- 
er had his Share, and that the King's fifth being accor- 
dingly inconſiderable, it would not anſwer the * | 
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had choſen for their Commander, to prevent Diſputes, 
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they were to give of the Wealth of that Country, he 
order d Francis de Montejo, and James de Oraas, that 
they as Men in Authority, ſhould ſpeak to all the Sol- 
diers Man by Man, and perſwade them to reſign their 
Shares, to be ſent to the King as a Preſent, many of 
the Gentlemen to whom the fame had been propos d 
ſreely offering to do the like. They readily conſented; 


and all that had been got was converted into a Preſent, 


for Cortes would not deduct his own fifth, nor an 
Expences, to avoid any breaking Bulk, only taking ſo 
much out of the whole Sum, as was neceſſary for the 
Expence of the Voyage. and to maintain the Meſſen- 
ber going and coming, beſides ſomething Cortes ſent to 
is Father Martin Cortes. He gave thoſe Deputies am- 
ple Power and Inſtructions, with a particular Relation 


of all he had done, both at Cuba and in New-Spain: 


He likewiſe writ a very long Letter to the King, ta- 
king Notice in it of the Difference with James Ve. 
laſquex, the Diſturbances occaſion'd among the Men 
by his Partiſans; the Fatigues they had all gone through; 


how ready they were ro proceed ; the vaſt Extent 


and Wealth of that Country ; the Hopes he had con- 


ceiv'd of reducing it under his Obedience, and beg- 


ging he would not forget him when any Commiſſions 
were given out for that Country. The Magiſtrates 
of Vera Crux writ another Letter, repreſenting the Ser- 
vice they had done his Majeſty; the Reaſon they had 


| for making that Settlement, and their Sufferings. The 
Captains writ another to the ſame Effect, as did the 


Soldiers of moſt Note, promiſing to deſend that Town 
at the Expence of their Lives, unleſs otherwiſe com- 
manded by his Majeſty, and all of them moſt humbly 


intreated the King, to beſtow the Government of that 
Country, and others that ſhould be by them diſco- 


ver'd and ſubdu'd, upon Ferdinand Cortes, whom they 


and 
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and becauſe no Man was more capable of ſerving his 
Majeſty, and that in caſe another had been appointed, 
that his Commiſſion might be call d in queſtion, and that 
his Majeſty would be pleas'd ſpeedily to anſwer and diſ- 
patch their Depuries. Cortes gave them the beſt Ship, and 
appointed Antony de Alaminos their Pilot, deſigning in 
order to avoid coming near Cuba to fail thro the Channel 
of Bahama, and he was the moſt skilful Pilot in that Sea. 
They. ſaibd on the 26th of Juh this Year 1519, 
with fifteen Sailors, and touching at Marien in Cuba, 
proceeded to the Havana, paſs'd the Channel of Bahama, 
and had a good Voyage to Spain, being the firſt that 
ever ſaid har Way, to avoid falling into the Hands 
of James Velaſquez. Antony de Alaminos took this 
Reſolution, being well acquainted with the Lucayo 
Iſlands, and the Coaſt of Florida, and concluding that 
thoſe Currents muſt end ſomewhere, and according] 
he ſtood to the Northward, and it prov'd well, for 
being got ſafe out of the Channel, he came into the 
open Sea, and arriv'd ſafe at Sanlucar in Oltober. The 
Clergyman Benedict Martin, was then at Sevil, in order 
to carry over the King's Diſpatches to James. Velaſquez, 
at Cuba. He informing the Officers of the India 
Houſe, that thoſe Deputies were out of the King's Ser- 
vice, they ſeiz d all that was in the Ship, together with 
the three thouſand Caſtellanos they had for their Ex- 
pences, and what Cortes ſent his Father. The Preſent 
for the King was {ent to him to Halladolid, and Advice 
iven to the Biſhop of Burgos, who was fitting out the 
et to carry his Majeſty over to Flanders, with Com- 
kaints againſt Cortes = having revolted from James Ve- 
— . The. Depuries, with the Pilot Antony de A- 
laminos, and Cortes Father went away to meet the King 
Whey, the Deputies were gone from Fra Crux, 
i and Friends 2 ** Velaſquex, and 
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with them the Clergyman F. John Diaz, being uneaſy 


upon ſeveral Accounts, agreed among themſelves to ſteal 


a ſmall Veſſel, and fail away to Cuba, to acquaint Fames 
Velaſqquex with what was doing; but when they had 
got the Ship ready, and were going to embark in the 
Night, Bernardin de Coria, one of the Gang, repented 
and gave Notice of it to Cortes, who immediately or- 
der'd the Sails to be taken from the Ships, and the Fu- 
gitives to be ſecur d, who own'd the Truth, accuſin 

ſome Perſons of more Note than themſelves, with 


whom, Cortes conſidering his Circumſtances, was forcd 


to connive. However he, with much ſeeming Sorrow 
condemn'd 3 Eſcudero, the Alguazil who Fad ſeiz d 
him in Cuba, as has been ſaid before, to be hang' d, 
and with him James Cermeno, a Man fo active, that 
with only a Spear in his Hand he would leap over ano- 
ther Spear held up at Arm's Length by the talleſt Man 
in the Army, and had ſo quick a Scent, that he ſmelt 
Land at above fifteen Leagues Diſtance out at Sea. 
Another had one Foot cut off, and two were whipp'd. 
He would not puniſh ſeveral others, nor F. John Di- 


ax, becauſe he was a Clergyman, and thus Cortes made 


himſelf to be fear'd and honour'd, and as ſoon as he 
had ſignd the Warrant for Execution, to prevent its 
being obſtructed by Intreaties, he went away to Zem- 
poala, where he appointed Peter de Alvarado to meet 
him, he being gone with two hundred Men to the 
Mountain Towns for Proviſions, which grew ſcarce 
among the Troops; deſigning there to treat of the 
March to Mexico, the Soldiers being deſirous of it, 
Cortes putting them in Hopes that they would be there 
enrich d, by which Means he gain d their Affections, 
and kept them in Awe. „ whe 
Tae March to Mexico being under Deliberation at 
Zempoala, Cortes reſolv'd to fink all his Ships, to de- 


prive the Favourers of James Velaſquex of all 27 
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of returning to Cuba, becauſe there were ſo many of 
them, that if they went away, they would much di- 
miniſh his Forces; and at the ſame Time to add Reſo- 
lution to the Reſt, who finding themſelves in that vaſt 
populous Country without any Poſſiblity of getting 
off, would be neceſſitated to follow and obey him, and 
to truſt only to their Valour. However leſt this 
ſhould 1 ſome Diſturbance among the Men, he 
contriv'd, that the Soldiers who were his moſt ſtedfaſt 
Friends ſhould ask it of him, perſwading them to it 
with ſeveral Arguments, and among the reſt, that the 
Mariners being an hundred Men, they would be a 
great Help to the Soldiers, and bear Part of all their 
arigues, mounting Guards, ſtanding Sentinels, &c. The 
Soldiers accordingly ask'd it of him, and a publick In- 
ſtrument was made of the ſame by a Notary, tho” it was 
thought that there was another Piece of Subtilty in this 
Management, which was his not being left alone un, 
der the Obligation of paying for the Ships, bur that 
the whole Army ſhould pa 4 them. This done he 
order d John de Eſcalante the chief Alguazil, to repair 
to Villa Rica, and to bring aſhore from aboard the Ships 
the Anchors, Iron-Work, Sails, and all that might be 
of any Uſe, and then to ſink them all, except the 
Boats, and that the Mariners who were aged, or diſa- 
bled, and unfit for Service ſhould ſtay in the Town. 
John de Eſcalante, who was a very diligent Man, per- 
form'd it with much Expedition, and return'd to Sem: 


| poala with the ableſt of the Seamen, many of whom 


pr od very good Soldier Ss 
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Cor tes 8 his March for Mexico ; 
| leaves John de Eſcalante at Villa Rica: 
1 ro hat ha ned with the Men of a Ship 
1 that ariiv'd there; he ſets out on that 
Enterprise; takes the Way of Tlaſcala; 
Manner of Emba er there; Otomies routed. 


HE March to Mexico being agreed on, and 
} ubliſh'd, when it was known that John de 


Eſcalante had deſtroy d the Ships, ſome of 
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tte Soldiers began to mutter. This was one 


of the moſt difficult Streights Cortes was brought into; 


but be was lo — chat he gain a, and brought 
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« keep the Churches very clean, an 
cc Reſpect to be paid to them; adding, That he was 
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over to his Beck ſome by fair Promiſes himſelf, and 


| others by the Means of third Perſons, and thus they 


began to prepare for the March to Mexico. He then 
feat for the Lord of Zempoala, and 1 him, „ To 
cauſe the due 


« going with his Brethren to Mexico, to put an End 
« to Motexuma's ſacrificing Men, ſhedding human 


„ Blood, and proceeding in his tyrannical Government; 
. that he had occaſion for about two hundred Tamemes, 


or Carriers of Burdens, and ſome fighting Men.” 
He alſo ſummon'd the Lords of the Mountain Coun- 
try, and confederate Towns, and told them, That 


| «. they were to furniſh Men for finiſhing of rhe 


« Church, the Fort, and other Structures at Hilla Ri- 


. © ca, and to ſupply the Soldiers that were left behind 


« with: Proviſions;” Then taking John de Eſcalante by 
the Hand, he ſaid, „This is my Brother, and you 
< are to do-what he orders, and if the Mexican Soldi- 
te ers are troubleſome, he will aſſiſt you.” They all 


very willingly promis'd to obey his Commands, and 


then perſfum'd John de Eſcalante with Gum Anime, as 
their Commander. Cortes made a good Choice in him, 
becauſe he was a diſcreet Man, fit for any Buſineſs, and 


much devoted to him, for which Reaſon he gave. 


him that Employment, that he might be ſafe, in caſe 
any thing were attempted by James Velaſquex, during 
. ß] m | | 
Wuñ HEN Cortes had thus diſpos'd his Affairs in order 
to march to Mexico, Advice was brought from Villa 
Rica, that there were ſome Ships on rhe Coaſt, which 
a little alarm'd him, becauſe it might be ſome Hindrance 
to his Enterprize, and therefore he reſolv d to return to 

that Town, that in caſe any thing were deſign d againſt 
him, he might the better defend himſelf, when his For- 
ces were all together, and he preſent. As ſoon as K 
n 35 | riv J, 
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ivd, he was inform'd, that the Chief Alguaxil 
John de Eſcalante, who had gone out to know, who 
thoſe were, ſent Word it was à Ship come from 
the Northward, having run along the Coaſt of 
Panuco, and barter d for Proviſions, and about the 
Value of three thouſand Pieces of Eight in Gold; 
that the Men did not like that Country; that they 
were ſent by Francis de Garay, from Jamaica, un- 
der the Command of Captain Mloyſo Alvarez. Pineda; 
and that tho he had ſent a Boar to invite him to come 
to an_ Anchor in the Port, and refreſh himſelf, he 
would not do it. Hereupon Cortes refolv'd to advance 
with a Number of Men towards the Place where the 
Ship lay, being deſirous to know upon what Deſign 
it came thither, ſince it was not poſſible that Francis 
de Garay ſhould be ignorant of his coming into thoſe 
Parts. When he had marcl?J about a League from the 
Town, he met three Spaziards, one of whom ſaid he 
was a Notary, and the other two Witneſſes, to notify 
to him ſomething which they had in Writing, and re- 
quire him to part the Country with Francis de Garay, 
laying down Land Marks in proper Places, becauſe he 
claim'd that Conqueſt, as firſt Diſcoverer, and deſign d 
to ſettle a Colony on that Coaſt, twenty Leagues to 
the Weſtward, near Nautlam, which was afterwards 
call'd Almeria. Cortes mildly told them, that before 
they notify'd any thing to him, they muſt return to 
the Ships, and deſire the Captain to repair to Vera Cruz, 
where they would difcaurſe on that Subject, and his 
Meaning would be better underſtood; beſides that, if 
he was in Want of any thing, they might be ſupply'd, 
They anfwer'd, that no Man would come aſhore. 
Francis Lopez, de Gomara ſeems to intimate, that Francis 
de Garay was there himſelf, and that there were more 
Ships than one; but Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, as an 
Eye Witneſs, and others that were preſent, do deny 


Gurays being preſent, affirming that Alonſo Alvarez 
Pineda came in his ſtead, and that there was but one 
Ship. Cortes ſecur'd the Notary and his Witneſſes, 
and lay himſdf in Ambuſh behind a Sand Hill, there 
being many on that Shore, where he ſtay'd that Night, 
and waired a great Part of the next Day, to obſerve 
whether any Body came aſhore.. None appearing, he 
order'd three of his Men to change Cloaths with thoſe 
that belong'd to Garay, and to make a Weft to the 


Ship, whence they immediately ſent the Boat, with 


twelve Men, arm'd with Croſs-Bows, and Muskets. 
Cortes s Men to prevent being known went aſide under 
the Shade of ſome Trees. They in the Boat ſent aſhore 
two Croſs-Bow Men, two Musketeers, and an Indian, 
who made towards the Trees, thinking thoſe three that 
were in the Shade had been their Men. Corres immedi- 
ately ruſh'd out, and ſeiz' d thoſe five, before they 
could return to the Boat, tho? they pretended to ſtand 
upon their Defence, and one of them preſented his 
Piece at Captain John de Eſcalante, but it miſs'd Fire. 
| Thoſe in the Boat finding they were impos d upon, 


return'd to their Ship, and faiPd away, ſo that Cortes 


was eas d of that Trouble by his Diligence in applying 
the Remedy. The ſeven Men belonging to Garay 
inform'd him, that they had fail'd far along the Shore 
in Queſt of Florida, and touch'd at a River, and Pro- 
vince whoſe Lord was calbd Pauuco, where they found 


ſome Gold, but little, and barterd, without going 


aſhore, for the Value of three thouſand Pieces of 
Eight, and a conſiderable Quantity of Proviſions ; but 
2 they had lik'd nothing in thoſe Parts they had 


Cortes then return'd to Zempoala, reſolving to loſe no 
Time before he ſer out for Mexico. The Tamemes, 
or Men to carry Burdens, being ready, with the Bag- 
gage, and Artillery, as alſo the Gentlemen of ——_— 
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240 The HisTtory of Anierica. 
and thoſe of the Mountain Towns, whom under the 
Colour of Supplies, he took along with him as Hoſta- 
ges, leaving a Page of his own of the Age of twelve 
Years, with the Lord of Zempoala, to learn the Lan- 
guage, he ſet forward on the 16th of Auguſt, the 
Lord, and ſeveral other Prime Perſons waiting on him, 
of whom he took leave at a ſmall Diſtance from the 
Town, in a very affectionate Manner, and with To- 
kens of an entire Confidence in them. The Indians 
wept, conſidering the Danger they were going into, 
tho” they rely'd on the Valour of the Spaniards, who 
were four hundred in Number, beſides fifteen or ſix- 
teen Horſemen, and fix ſmall Pieces of Cannon, with 
the Ammunition belonging to them. The March be- 
gan in good Order; they arriv'd the firſt Day at Xala- 
pa, and thence proceeded to another Town, which be- 
ing both confederate with Zempoala, made them a good 
Reception. There Cortes told them, he was. ſent by 
the King of Spain, to admoniſh them to give over ſa- 
crificing of Men, and following the other wicked 
Courſes they were guilty of, and to live in Peace, and 
Juſtice, and to chaſtiſe Lyrants. He erected a Croſs 
in every Town, ordering them to pay reſpect to it, for, 
as they ſhould be afterwards. better inform'd, through 
that holy Emblem they were to expect all Happineſs 
in this World, and in the next. He proceeded to Ter- 
utla, ſtill of the fame Confederacy, where he ſpoke 
to the ſame Effect to the Heads of the People, and they 
entertain'd him affectionately. Here for Want of Cars 
a little Colt that follow d the Mares was left behind, 
and about a Year. and a half after, they found him 
grown a good Horſe, among a Herd of Deer, with 
whom he had always aſſociated, as the Indians affirm'd. 
They then came into the Deſert Country, where they 
met with much Cold. Hail, and Rain, a ſharp Wind 
blowing from the ſnowy Mountains. All t Pep 
| 5 endur 
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endur d very much, for there was alſo Want of Pro- 


viſions. They march'd through another Paſs, where 


there were Country Houſes, ſmall Places of Worſhip 
with Idols, and great Piles of Wood ready cut for the 
Service of the Temples. The Cold continu'd, and 
there was ſtill very {mall Store of Proviſions, which 
the Men bore with wonderful Patience, tho' the 
Cold pinched them, becauſe rhey were thin clad, and 
us d to the temperate Climate of Cuba, Aampoala, and 
the Sea Coaſt. | . : 
Tay next came into the Territory of a Town 
call'd Zocotlan, ſubject to the King of Mexico. Cor- 
tes ſent two Zempoalan before; to deſire thoſe People 
in his Name, that they would be pleas'd to quarter his 
Forces, and at the ſame Time held them in a Readineſs 


for all Events, becauſe this was now a different Sort 


of Country from the former. When they came in 
Sight of the Town, the Terraſſes on the Houſes, the 

Lord's Palace, and the Towers of the Temples were 
very white; and becauſe they made a good Appearance, 
and a Portugueſe Soldier, ſaid, that was like the Town 
of Caſtel Blanco in Portugal, they gave it that Name. 
The Lord was call'd Olintetl, whom the Spaniards 


nicknam d the Trembler, or Quaker, becauſe he was 


very fat. The two ſtrongeſt young Gentlemen in his 
Family led him by the Arms. He order*d the Men 
to have Proviſions given them, but not plentifully, 
nor with a good Will. Cortes by Means of his Inter- 
preters, who daily grew more expert, talk*d to him, 
as he was wont to do to the others, and he was pleas'd 
to hear thoſe Things which were ſo ſtrange to him. 
Cortes obſerving with what Stare he was ſerv'd, ask'd' 
him, whether he was a Confederate or Subje& to rhe 
King of Mexico. He anſwer'd, asking, Who was 
not a Slave to Motexuma? Cortes reply'd, That beyond 


the Sea there was a greater Sovereign, being the King 


| Vol. II. | 11 | of 


: 2 rs 


<= -=-- 7 - 
22 TR * 
— ES — — ** — EY he. —³²ẽ ↄ 
. 4 
— LET => 


3 
* — a 


* by . * 


of TIO 2 7 » Fd = : < * 2 
— 5 . p 2 1 5> 4: Wa 
* _ 3 0 . : 2 
* » a —_ . «=. IS + d - — 8 4 2 - 
2 = * =y * _ * a * * * yg * - 
yo. Car K Sand, fo. ISS $2 = - _ —— ont by © w 
— — => = . 93 — * * - F2 E = 
—_ _— = = . 5 = _ 75 — 
= — 


— 
8 
— 


— 


Sr a, —— 
1 r 
„ 7 = g 


— 
— 
3 


— 


” x" ds Is 7 - - 8 ETD 
. eg nr 2 . on v = 
8 1 wg * 


4 >, * N E * < 
— | 


— 


1 
>, 


IS. _ ** — « 


TIE 
* 


— 


— = = — = _ = 
* Mts + 4 22 
54 Wo — . * 
EA. El "I * oy 
* - 


8 


— co 

* 
— — 
— — 


«IM 
= 
"0 
* 
©, 
' ai 
4 
CM" 


{ 


445 The His TOR of Anerica. 


Of Spain, whom many Princes ſery'd, that he himſelf 
was one of the meaneſt Subjects he had, and that the 
Lord ought to ſubmit himſelf, and give ſome Demon- 
ſtratiom that he did ſo. He rejoyn'd, he would do no- 
thing but what Motex uma ſhould command him. Cor- 
tes did not think fit to carry on this Diſcourſe any far- 
ther, looking upon that Lord and his People as Men of 
Reſolution ; but defir'd he would tell him ſomething 
of Mote⁊ uma s Grandeur. The Lord faid; < He was 
« Sovereign over many Kings, that there was not the 
cc like of him in the World; that many Lords ſerv'd 
« him in his Palace barefooted, with their Eyes fix d 
« on the Ground; that there were thirty Subjects in 
ce his Empire, every one of which had one hundred 
« thouſand fighting Men; that he every Year ſacri- 
« fic'd twenty thoufand Men in his Dominions, and 
« ſome Years fifty thouſand ; that he reſided in the 
e largeſt, the moſt beautiful, and the ſtrongeſt City 
« in the Univerſe, being built in the Water, and ha- 
ce ving above fifty thouſand Acales, ſo the Mexican 
& call'd the Canoes, for the Service of it; that his Pa- 
ce Jace and Court was very great, noble, and generous ; 
t that many Princes of all the Country round about 


«© continually reſorted to it to ſerve him; that his 


« Wealth and Revenues were incredible, becauſe none 
« tho' ever ſo great was exempt from paying Tribute 
ce to him, nor any ſo poor as not to give ſomething, 
« tho' it were only ſome Blood from his Arm; that 
« his Expences were prodigious, becauſe beſides thoſe 
« of his Houſhold, he 22 Wars, and main- 
te tain d great Armies.” | | 

As the Relation of this Grandeur daunted ſome, 
reflecting how inconſiderable their Forces were, ſo it 
rejoyc d Cortes, who very well knew how to turn all 
Things to his own Advantage. Accordingly he faid 
to his People, That, in order to be great — 
| | | | they 
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they look'd for Grandeur, not for Poverty, and that 
he prais d God, that the Accounts he had, and the Pains 
he had taken to be well inform'd of what Mexico was, 
and what might be expected from it, had not prov'd 
yain, or. frivolous. T'wo Lords of the adjacent Parts 
came, and each of them preſented Cortes with four 
Women Slaves, and two Gold Collars of no great Va- 
jue. He return'd them Thanks, and they departed, 
Olintetl was Lord of twenty thouſand People, had thir- 
ty Wives in his Houſe, and above one hundred Wo- 
men to wait on them, and two thouſand Servants, 
The Town was large, and contain d thirteen "Temples 
and Places of Worſhip, with abundance of Idols made 
of Stone, of divers Shapes, to whom they apply'd up- 
on ſeveral Occaſions. They facrific'd to them Men, 
Women, Children, Doves, Turtles, and other Things, 
burning many Sweets, with great Veneration. Mote- 
zuma had five thouſand Men in Gariſon in this Town, 
and its Territory; and Men were ready two and two, 
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at ſmall Diſtances all the Way to Mexico, being Foot 
; Poſts, to carry an Account of all Things that hapned. 
: Cortes was now thoroughly confirm'd in the Notion he 
F had conceiv'd of the Grandeur of Motexuma, and tho? 
4 ſome about him were always giving Hints of the Diffi- 
x culty of the Undertaking, and the Danger he expos'd 
F himſelf to, he never ſhow'd the leaſt Heſitation, or 
= Wayering ; bur on the contrary, with, an undaunted 
4 Mind and Intrepidity encourag'd his People, ſolvin 
0 all Difficulties, and aſſuring them of the Succeſs, i 
as as much Firmneſs, as if he had it in his Power, fore- 
& ſeeing all Exigencies with wotnderful Sagacity and 
5 Diſcretion. Olintetl ſeemd to grow better affected, 


i and made more plentiful Proviſion for the Men upon 
Ml the Diſcourſe he had with Cortes, tho' he ſaid, he knew 
aid not whether Motex uma would be diſpleas'd at his ha- 
wi Ving entertain d them without his Leave, Cortes find- 
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ing him more courteous, began to talk of ſome Mat- 
ters of Religion, and would have had a Croſs erected, 
as had been done in the other Towns; but F. Olmedo 
did not think it proper, for Fear of ſome Irreverence, 
till they were better inform'd in Point of Religion. 
Francis de Lugo, a Man of Note, had with him a very 
large Grey hound that bark d very much in the Night. 
The Gentlemen of that Town ask'd thoſe of Zem- 
poala, whether that was a Tyger, or a Lion, or other 
Beaſt to kill Men; they leer d, it was a Beaſt un- 
der good Command, and did bite and kill whenſoever 
the Maſter pleas d. They told them, that the great 
Guns kil'd whom they would with ſome Stones they 
threw into them; ard that the Horſes ran like Stags, 
and overtook - whom they pleas d, none being able to 
_ eſcape them; that thoſe were the Men who conquer'd 
the People of Tabaſco, threw down their Idols, and 
made them Friends with their Neighbours ;| that Mo- 
tex uma had ſent them Preſents,” becauſe he look'd upon 
them as Gods, and therefore they wonderd why Oh- 
tet! made them no Preſent; whereupon he immediate- 
ly ſent Cortes four Head Ornaments, three Collars, and 
ſome Lizards all of Gold, a Load of Cofton- Cloth, 
and four Women Slaves, which were taken to make 
Bread. In this Town there was a Charnel, contain- 
ing Abundance of Skuls and Bones of Men that had 
been facrific'd, as was afterwards ſeen in all other Towns, 
after the ſame Manner as at Mexico, which ſhall be 
deſcrib'd in its Place. ct ifs bigs e 
Cortes ſtay'd: nine Days with Olintetl, to reſt his 
Men, and having given him a Preſent of his Toys, 
which was =? valu'd, began ro conſult, which 
Way he ſhould travel to Mexico. Olintetl ſaid the 
beſt and plaineſt Way would be through a Town call'd 
Cholula. Tbe Zemmpoalans oppogd it, alledging that 
thoſe People were very trezcherous, and had always 
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Gariſons belonging to Motec uma; whereas the Tlaſcal- 


la were his Enemies, and good People, for which 
Reaſon that would be the better Way. Cortes deman- 
ded of the Lord twenty Soldiers to be his Guides, as 
being well acquainted with the Country; which were 
readily given, and with them he ſet out towards 7740 


cala. As ſoon as he came to a Town call'd Xacacingo, 


he ſent four Zempoalans ro Tlaſcala with a Letter, and 


a Flemiſh red woolly Hat, and tho? he was ſenſible that 


they underſtood not the Letter, he thought they 
would at leaſt conclude it to be a Meſſage, that they 
might not do any Harm to the Meſſengers; for it 
was known, that the T7aſcallans, being inform'd that 
the Spaniards were marching towards them, and that 
they brought with them ſome Indians that were Tri- 
butaries to Motexuma, as the Zempoalans, and thoſe of 
Olnterl, had taken up Arms. Cortes order d the Meſ- 


ſengers to tell the Gentlemen of Tlaſcala, that he had 


been inform'd by the Lord of Zempoala, and the neigh- 
bouring Towns, his Friends and Confederates, of the 
bloody Wars they had fo juſtly wag d with AMotexu- 
ma, Who had done them many Wrongs ; that he was 


| ſent by a very mighty Prince, in the firſt Place to bring 


them to the Knowledge of the true God, and at the 


fame Time to deliver them from the Oppreſſion of the 
Mexican Culuas ; that he ſent them that Hat, and with 


it a Sword, and a Croſs-Bow, that they might ſee 
with what powerful Weapons he deſign'd to aſſiſt 


them. This he did becauſe he had heard how much 


a Croſs- Bow, and other Spariſh Weapons had been ad- 


mird at Adexico.” Cortes ſent this Embaſſy by the 


Advice of the -Zempoalans, who faid, the Tlaſcallans 
were numerous, and very warlike, Enemies to Motexu- 
ma, and would eaſily be brought into the Confederacy 
of the Totonaques. Cortes thought not proper to omit 
this Meſſage, ſince he — nothing in ſo doing, 
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and had till then found the Zempoalans ſincere; and 
at this Place he began to be more fully inform'd of the 
Affairs of Tlaſcala. 4 5 | 

Tn Meſſengers came to Tlaſcala, carrying the uſual 
Token by which thoſe were known who went upon 
an Embaſſy. They gave Notice at the Gate, were re- 
ceiv'd there, and conducted tothe Town-Houſe, where 
Meat was given them. The Council met, the Zem- 
poalans were calbd in, and order'd to ſpeak. When 
they had made the uſual Compliments to the Council, 
one of them deliver'd himſelf thus. Very valiant 
<« and great Lords, and noble Gentlemen, the Gods 
* preſerve, and give you Victory againſt your Ene- 
« mies; the Lord of Zempoala, _ the Totonaques 
recommend themſelves to you, and acquaint you, 
that certain Tewl:s of great Strength and Courage are 
ce arriv'd there from the. Eaſtern Parts, in very large 
« Acales, who have aſſiſted, and ſet them at Liberty 
« againſt Motexuma s Forces. They ſay they are Sub- 
$ jects of a potent King; that they will pay you a 
* Viſitfrom-him ; that they bring you the true God, 
« will aſſiſt you againſt your antient and mortal Ene- 
% my, and that you may be ſenſible of their Strength, 
* we bring you theſe Arms, and this Letter, and To- 
« ken. Our Zempoalans fay it will be convenient for 
« you to make them your Friends, becauſe tho they 
cc are but few in Number, they are worth many.” 
Having receiv'd the Hat, the Letter, and the Arms, 
Aaxiſcatzin, one of the Lords of the Republick, bid 
them fit down, and ſaid they were welcome, that 
they thank d the Toronaques for their Advice, and 
were glad of their Liberty; that they were alſo thank- 
ful to that great Teule for his good Will and Preſent; 
that as for them they might reſt and divert themſelves, 
becauſe it requir'd Time for them to come to a Reſo- 
lution. Hereupon the Zempoalaus withdrew, _— 
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ef People flocking thither to enquire what they came 
4 they recounting what they had ſeen of 
the Valour of the Spaniards, of their Behaviour, and 
their Weapons, deſcribing the Horſes, and all the Reſt; 
and magnifying every Thing, all thofe People were 
amaz d, and more eſpecially ſuch as compard thoſe 
Things with the Prophecies they had, and in regard 
that ſome Prodigies had lately hapned, as Earthquakes; 
Comets which ran acroſs the Sky, and the Falling of 
ſome Idols, which frighted and afflicted them, and 
therefore they had much Recourſe to Sacrifices. 
Tat Lords of the Commonwealth being left by 
themſelves, when they had paid the Compliments us'd 
in that Country, axiſcatzin, a Man of much Wiſ- 
dom, ſedate, noble, and well belovd, made a very 
eloquent Speech, adviſing to receive the Spaniards in 
friendly Manner; but Xicotencarl, who was General 
ol the Army, was for oppoſing them. | 
This Diverſity of Opinions occaſion'd much Mut- 
tering, the Traders, and peaceable People being of 
Maxiſcatzin's Mind, and the Soldiers fading with A- 
cotencatl; whereupon Temilotecati, another of the four 
principal Lords, faid, & He was of Opinion, that 
« Embaſſadors ſhould be ſent ro the Commander of 
ce thoſe new People, to tell him, that he ſhould be 
well receiv'd in that City; and that in the mean 
“Time, ſince they had Troops in Readineſs, Xicoren- | 
« cat]. ſhould advance towards him with the Otomies, 
© and try what thoſe were whom ſome calld Gods; 
« and if he vanquiſh'd them, Tlaſcala would gain e- 
ce ternal Honour; but if not, the Blame ſhould be laid 
upon the Otomies, as a barbarous and raſh People.“ 
This Advice being generally approv'd of, was order'd - 
to be put in Execution. The Zempoalan Meſſengers 
were then calbd in, and told, that Toe were refoly'd 


ee eee ee ce 


to receive thoſe Teules in friendly Manner; but at the 
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fame Time they detain'd and ſecur d them under Co- 
lour of a Sacrifice, to gain Time for their General to 
march out againſt Cortes, and to return their Anſwer, 
according to the Event, which could nat be long; 
becauſe their Troops had been got ready upon the firſt 


Landing of thoſe Strangers; and for as much as the 


Impriſoning of Embaſſadors was among thoſe Nations 


 Jook'd upon as a moſt villainous Action, it will not 
be amiſs here to mention how they usd to receive and 


entertain them. 
EMBASSADORs, according to the Law of Nations, 


were treated with ſo much Reſpe& throughout all 


New-Spain, that tho thoſe People were the moſt re- 
vengeful of any in the World, they honour'd the Em- 
baſſadors of their mortal Enemies, as if they had been 
Deities ; chooſing rather to tranſgreſs any of their 
Religious Rites than to injure them, becauſe they re- 
ly'd on their Faith, and that ought not to fail on any 
Account. It was the Cuſtom of Embaſſadors when 
they travell'd, that they might be known in their Ene- 
mies Country, to wear each of them a very fine 
Mantle rowPd up from End to End, and wrapp'd 
about their Body, with two Knots on the Shoulders, 
about a Span's Length coming our beyond the Knot, 


and he was to have this Mantle on when he deliverd 


his Embaſſy. Beſides this he had on another coar- 
ſer, ſo folded, that it ſorm'd a Lump or Knob rowl'd, 


and it hung by a ſmall Cord thrown over his Breaſt 


and Shoulders. In his Right Hand he held an Arrow 
by the Point, the Feather up; and in the left a ſmall 
Target, and a Net containing as much Proviſion as 
would ſerve him to the Place, where he was to deliver 


his Embaſſy. When he enter'd upon an Enemy's Coun- 
try, he was to keep the ſtrait Road, without devi- 


ating from it, on Pain of forfeiting the Liberty and 
Privilege of an Embaſſador, and being — 
eath. 
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Death. When he came to the Town, where he was 


to deliver his Meſſage, he halted, was known, and the 
Officers of the Lord he was going to went out to re- 
ceive him. They order'd him to repoſe himſelf in the 


' Calpiſca, being the publick Town-Houſe, where he 
was entertain d ſuitably to the Quality of the Lord that 
ſent him. The Lord of the Place was inform d that a 
Meſſenger was come, and he preſently order'd him to 
be brought, to hear what he had to ſay. He went ve- 


ry compos d, ſilent, and conſidering how he ſhould 


deliver himſelf, being attended by the prime Men of 
the Houſhold, with Roſes in their Hands, which they 
gave him. Being come to the Palace, he advanc'd 


very ſlowly, looking down on the Ground, to the 
Place where the King or Lord fate in his greateſt Ma- 
jeſty, and having made profound Obeyſance, crouch'd 
down on his Hams, in the Middle of the Hall or Cham- 


ber, his Feet cloſe together, and gathering up the Man- 
tle, which cover'd him all over. The Lord made a 


Sign for him to ſpeak, and then after another Obey- 
ſance, he with a low Voice, his Eyes fix d on the 
Ground, many Compliments, and very florid Lan- 
Bape, which they made much- Account of, deliver'd 


his Meſſage. The Lord, and his chief Miniſters heard 


him, ſitting, after their Manner, on little low Stools, 


made of one Piece of Wood, which they call Topales, 


being very attentive, and their Heads hanging down, 


ſo that their Mouths were on their Knees. When the 
' Meſſage was deliver'd, if the Embaſſador came not 
from ſome very great Prince, no Anſwer was return'd 
till the next Day. Some Perfons went to bear him 
Company to the Caſpiſca, where he was furniſh'd with 


Neceſſaries, and in the mean Time the Lord advisd 
with Council, what Anſwer to return, and that was 
not done by himſelf, but by one of them. When 
he had receiv'd the Anſwer, they put into his Net the 

. + - MM Proviſion 
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Proviſion for his Journey, and it was cuſtomary to 

ive him ſome Preſents, which he receiv'd, if his Lord 
ad not forbid it, for if he was Embaſſador from a 
Friend, it was an Affront to the Lord that gave, not to 


teceive them; and it from an Enemy, he could not do 


it without his Maſter's Leave. The fame Perſons that 
had conducted him to the Calpiſca, waited on him out of 
the Town, where after many Compliments, they diſ- 
miſsd him. Embaſſadors from ſome Republick, or 
Province, never went alone, but there were at leaſt four 
of them, and Perſons of much Authority, Diſcretion, 
and Eloquence, to the End that whether they were for 
Peace, or War, their Words might have the more 
Weight, and they compaſs what they * 
Elchr Days were paſs'd ſince Cortes ſent the Zem- 
poalaus to Tlaſcala, and they return'd not. He ask d, 
thoſe Gentlemen that went with him, what made them 
ftay fo long? They anſwer'd, It was likely they did 
not diſpatch them, for the more Grandeur and Oſten- 
tation; for which Reaſon, and becauſe they gave him 
reat Aſſurances of the Friendſhip of the Tlaſcallaus, 
| he reſolv'd to advance with his Forces. At the End of 
the Vale he found a great Wall of dry Stone, a Fathom 
and a half high, twenty Foot broad, with a Parapet of 
two Spans all along, to fight on it. This Wall reach'd 


acroſs the whole Valley from one Mountain to the 


other, having only one Entrance ten Paces wide, and 
there was a double Encloſure before the other, in the 
Nature of a Ravelin, about forty Paces in Length, 
thus it was ſo ſtrong, that had there been any to de- 
fend it, the Spaniards would have had enough to do 
to force their Way through. Cortes halted to view it, 
and was a conſiderable Time examining every Part, to 
fee whether there was any Ambuſh. He ask'd, what 
was the Deſign, and who had built it? They told 

him, that 7zracmichtitlan, who attended him fo hy . 
N | ett 
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ſettle the Borders between himſelf, and the TIaſcallaus, 
and oppos'd their Entering his Country, tho” they were 
then Friends. By this Corres was convinc'd of the ge- 
neral Notion conceiv'd of the Valour of the Tlaſcai- 
lars, ſince fo L a Work had been erected to oppoſe 
them. The Workmanſhip of thar Wall was much ad- 
mir'd, becauſe! it was very artificially done, without 
any Mixture of Plaiſter, or Clay. The Lord of that 
Wall being ſtill near by, and obſerving that they had 
taken Notice of it, thought they had been afraid to go 
any farther, and came back to entrear him not to paſs 
that Way, and he would ſhow him another ſafer, 
among the Subjects of Motexuma, for that he fear'd 
the Tlaſcallans would do him ſome Harm. The Zem. 
poalans perſiſted to adviſe the contrary, ſaying, the 
others Advice was malicious, to divert him from the 
Confederacy of that brave Nation, who being once 
made Friends there would be no Occaſion to ſtand in 
Awe of Motex uma. Cortes was diſtracted by this Va- 
riety of Counſels, but at length adher'd to the Opinion 
of the Zempoalans, whom he knew to mean ſincerely, 
1 becauſe he would not be thought to fear any 

"a0 NO UE 

Hz took Leave of Rracmichtitlan, keeping three hun- 
dred of his Men, and enter'd the Encloſure towards 
Tlaſcala, his Men marching in good Order, and the 
Artillery ready, ftill ſending out Parties before to pre- 
vent any Surprize. When they had advanc'd a League, 


they came to a very thick Wood of Pine Trees, with 
| abundance of Threads and Papers tangled about the 


Trees, and croſſing the Way, which the Spanardt 


much laugh d at, and broke many Teſts, being inform'd 


that the Sorcerers had promis'd the 7laſcallans, that they 
would ſtop, and diſable them with thoſe Threads and 


| Papers. When be had advanc'd three Leagues from the 


Wall, Cortes ſent Orders to his Men to haſten their 
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March, becauſe it was late, and going forward himſelf 
with the Horſemen, as ſoon as they came to the Top 
of a Hill, the rwo that went foremoſt upon Diſcovery, 
fell in with fifteen or ſixteen Indians, arm'd with their 
Swords, and Targets, with high Plumes of Feathers 
ſtanding up, and others hanging down their Backs, 
who had been poſted there to give Intelligence, and as 
ſoon as they diſcover'd the Spaniards, ran away, with- 
out ſtaying, tho' they much intreated them; bur find» 
ing that the Horſes would overtake them, they drew 
up all together, and defending themſelves fought ſo deſ- 
perately that they kill'd two Horſes, having almoſt cut 
off their Heads, their Swords being edg'd with Flints 
ſo faltned to the Wood, that they cut like Razors. 
The Indians retir d, brandiſhing their Swords, without 
ſhowing the leaſt Fear; but Cortes ſpying above five 
thouſand Men in one Body, that were moving to re- 
lieve the others, order d them to be ſtruck through 
with Spears, which he had forbid before, and ſent to 
the Infantry to haſten forward. Before the Infantry 
could come up, the aforeſaid Body of Indians had 
reach'd the Horſemen, and having ſhot their Arrows, 
began the Fight. The Horſemen ſtuck many with 
their Spears, eſpecially thoſe that preſs d upon them. 
As ſoon as the Indians ſpy'd the Spariſh Infantry, they 
retir'd, being much frighted at the Horſes, ſaying, 
thoſe Stags were bigger than theirs, and more ſwift, and 
that it was by Inchantment that the Spaniards rode on 
them. When the Body of Indians was withdrawn, 
two of the Zempoala Meſſengers that Cortes had ſent to 
Tlaſcala return d, with ſome; Preſents from the Repub- 
lick, who ſaid, they were ſorry for the Rudeneſs of 
thoſe barbarous People, , who were ſome. Towns of 
Otomics, that had committed ſuch a Diſorder, without 
Leave; tho they were glad they had been chaſtis d as 
they deſerv'd ; thar the: Republick-was deſirous in ſee, 
n e now. 
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now, and ferve him in their Town, and if they would 


have them pay for the Horſes thoſe Otomies had kill'd, 
they would immediately ſend Gold, and Jewels. Tho 
Cortes was ſenſible of the Falſehood of the Meſſengers, 
he thank'd them for their kind Offer, — he 
would ſoon be with them; and ſuppreſſing his Con- 
cern for that the Indians had found the Horſes to be 
mortal, ſaid, he would take no Pay for them, becauſe 
he ſhould ſoon have many more brought him ſrom the 
ſame Place where thoſe had been bred. The Oromnies 
were ſubject to the Republick of Tlaſcala,, having their 
Towns. in Bottoms, and their Scouts on IM Hills, 
who when they diſcover d any Strangers made Fires to 
give Notice from one Place to another, 40d the Pegg 
a to defend themſelves, 
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Four Battles fought between the Spanidrde: 
and the Tlaſcallans ; a fingle Combat be- 
. FWeen a er eb and a Thaſcallan. 


VIJY HE Tlaſcallan Embaſſadors return'd we 
carrying off about ſeyenty Indiam that had 
| A been kill'd in the aforeſaid Action, to bu- 


w them; and Corres order'd the dead Hor- 
ſes to be interr'd, that the [udians ſeein 

them lye in the Field, might not be daily put in Mind 

that they could kill the reſt. The Arm T was then, as 

0 Tlaſe cala, and 

al 
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all that Province from Villa Rica to the ſaid Territories, 
was calFd Cotaſta; which tho' large, was not populous, 
becauſe Motexuma had ſome Time before deſtroy d it, 
on Account of its not ſubmitting to him. The Coun- 


try is like Andaluxia in Spain, fat, hot, and fruitful, 


having many freſh and good Waters, which produce 
much Fiſh ; many Foreſts of wild Trees; Poplar 
Groves, with wild Vines running up them, and other 
Sorts. It is about thirty Leagues over, to the Paſſes, 
which are uncooth, and cold, the Snow lying in ſome 
of them, many Pine Trees, and Oaks, bearing bigger 
Leaves and ſmaller Acorns than thoſe in Spain. At 
Sun-ſetting, Cortes encamp'd near a Brook, on a con- 
venient and ſtrong Spot of Ground, and they kept 
Guard by an hundred at a Time. Having been un- 
diſturb'd that Night, the next Day they came to cer- 
tain Houſes of Otomies, where they found ſome of 
them dead of the Wounds they had receiv'd in the 
laſt Encounter. They burnt the Houſes, and for 
Want of better Proviſions, fed upon Twas, a Sort of 
Fruit that Country produces, becauſe they ſaw the Indi- 
aus eat them. The next Day Cortes held on his Way, 
and being come to a bad Paſs, which was a deep Hol- 
low, commanded every Way by Hills, before they 
began to paſs, a Dog bark'd ; Lares, a Smith, and an 
able Horſeman made up to the Place, kill d two Indians 
he met, and the reſt led. Here the other two Zempo- 
alan Meſſengers Cortes had ſent to Tlaſcala came ſweating, 
lamenting, much abus'd, and in ſuch a Fright that 
they could ſcarce ſpeak. They ' proſtrated themſelves 
on the Ground, laid hold of Cortess Feet, and ſaid, 
the wicked Tlaſcallars, breaking through the Immunities 
of Embaſſies, had bound them to be ſacrific d to the 
God of Victory, that they unbinding one another 
that Night, had made their Eſcape, and that —— 
biin d 6 ieee $37 ee tende 
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tended to facrifice all the Spaniards in the ſame Man- 


ner. | 

Soo after the Arrival of the Zempoalans, when they 
had march'd little above half a Quarter of a League, 
about one thouſand Indians well arm'd appear d on a lit- 
tle Hill, who /attack'd the Spaniards, according to their 
Cuſtom, with great Cries, and Volleys of Darts, 
Stones, and Arrows. Cortes. by Means of the Inter- 
preters, deſtr'd them to be quiet, becauſe he was for 
Peace, ſignifying the fame to them in ſolemn Manner. 
Perceiving they did not forbear, he fell on, and they 
artfully gave Way, retiring, till they drew the Spari- 
ards into an Ambuſh of thirty thouſand, that lay up 
M Brook in certain little Hollows that were by the 
Pals. | 

Tat Spaniards were in a deſperate Condition, by 
reaſon of the Multitude of their Enemies, who charg'd 
them where they had not Room to ſtir; but the En- 
couragement given by Cortes avail'd very much, telli 
them, they now fought for their Lives, and did no 
Wrong to thoſe that had attack'd them without any 
Cauſe. Here Teuch, one of the Noblemen of Zem- 
poala, told Marina, he ſaw the Death of them all be- 
fore his Eyes, for it was impoſſible that one Man 
ſhould ger off alive. Marina bid him not to fear, 
| becauſe the God of the Chriſtians, who was very 
powerful, and lov'd them, would deliver them out of 
that Danger. Not long aſter thoſe Words had been 
ſpoken, the Spaniards and their Confederate Indians 
fighting manfully, to avoid being facrific'd, got 
out of that Streight, where the Tlaſcallans behav'd 
themſelves in ſuch furious Manner that ſeveral of them 
came to cloſe in with the Spaniards, and others laid 
hold of the Horſemen's Spears, as they rode before to 
make Way for the Foot, and the Confederate Indians 
ſtood to it kaping into the Water. Cortes every * 

an 
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and he would prevail with the Commanders on his 
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and then turn'd to the Infantry, and bid them remem- 


ber, that the Planting of the Faith of J=svs Carisrt, 


which it was their Duty to promote, depended on the 
Preſervation of their Perſons; that they might expect 


very great Rewards, beſides, that being Spaniards, 


they oughr not to deſpond, or flinch, which their Na- 


tion never did. At length, with much Difficulty, 


they extricated themſelves from among thoſe Hollows, 
and Brooks, and got into the Plain Fields, where the 
Horſes having Room to run, and the Cannon to play, 


terrify'd the Indians, and kill'd many, fo that not be- 
ing able to endure it, they retir'd to a riſing Ground, 


and there fortify'd themſelves. This Day ſome Sani 


ards were wounded, but not one kilPd; and many Indi. 


ans dy'd upon the Spot, as did others afterwards of 
their Wounds. The Spaniards rejoyc d wonderfully, 
and with loud Voices return'd Thanks to God, for ha- 
ving deliver'd them out of that Danger, nor was therc 
leſs Myrth among the Indians their Friends, who em- 
bracing the Spaniards, congratulated their Eſcape. The 
Gentleman of Zempoala, commending Marina, related 
her Prediction, and ſhe declar'd, ſhe had never been 
afraid, confiding, that the God of the Chriſtians 
would protect them. The Drums, Trumpets, and 
Fifes in the Army all ſounded, and the Confederate In- 
dians play d on their Inſtruments, dancing, and ſing- 
ing for the Victory, the Enemy beholding all thoſe 
Tokens of Joy. Ws | 
Tris was the Poſture of Affairs, when an [nas 
who commanded in one Part of the Enemy's Army, 
making Signals of Peace, came down to the Place 
where Cortes was, with ſome of his prime Men about 
him, and faid, That Experience had convinc'd him, 
that he and his were invincible, and immortal Gods, 
therefore he deſir d him, that the War might ceaſe, 


Side; 


ide; 
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5 | 
Side, that they ſhould be reconciFd, and permit him 
to enter into Tlaſcala. Cortes chearfully anſwer'd, that 
he had already offer d them his Friendſhip, and tho“ 
he had ſufficient Cauſe to do it, he would not render 
Evil for Evil, but act according to God's Precept, and 
be their Friend. That Commander went back to the 
Tlaſcallans, who beat hun ſo. unmercifully, that he was 
much bruis d. He return'd to Cortes, faying, thoſe 
wicked Men would deſtroy him. Cortes order'd he 
ſhould: be dreſs'd, and warn'd him, that ſince they 
were to engage again with his Countrymen, he ſhould 
ſtand apart, with a Token he gave him, that he miglit 
not be hurt. Some went out to skimiſh on both 
Sides, and there were notable Actions. Among the 
reſt, one of the four Zempoala Indian, whom Cortes 
had ſent on his Embaſſy to Tiaſcala, knowing a Cap- 
tuin, who in that City 4 xd {ciz'd,, bound, and abus d 
him, and looking on it as an heinous Offence, Embaſſa- 
dors being ſo: much reſp | 


_ 


reſpected. in thoſe Parts as has been 
ſaid, asked Leave of Cortes to challenge him, who 
embrac d, commended, encourag d, and allow d of 


the Challenge, directir a, Spaniard, to draw near when 
they were wok rot] Ed that if his Jadian ſhould 
be in Danger of being worſted, he might not periſh. 
The Fight was begun in; the Sight of both Armies, 
lying on with their Swords, and warding off with 
their Targets; but in Concluſion, the Zempoalan kill d 
the Tlaſcallan, and cut off his Head, the Confederate 
Irdians celebrating the Victory with mighty Cries, and 
a prodigious Noiſe of their Horns, and Trumps, of 
which they had a vaſt, Number; and che Spaniards. 
perceiving: that Cortes rejoycd at it, as looking upon 
that as an happy Preſage of his future Victories, 
ſounded their Trumpets, and beat their Drums. Be- 
tween the two Armies was a very narrow) and dange- 
rous Paſs, which the Tlaſcallans defended, and the Spa- 
: 1 e niards 
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niards were of Neceſſity to march that Way. Janes 
de Ordas offer d to gain it with fixty Spaniards. He 
boldly clos'd with the Enemy, PERS them, and gain- 
ing Ground, tho' Showers of Arrows fell on him and 
his Men. At length he gain'd the Paſs, and then the 
Horſes were led through. This was a very ſingular Ac- 
tion, in which he ſhow'd much Valour, and Reſolu- 
tion, becauſe there was an infinite Number of Indians, 
and the Showers of Arrows fell ſo thick, that it re- 


x 
JE 


en he had, whoſe Con- 


quir'd very much 7 attempt ſuch an Enter- 


prize with the ſixty choſen 


duct was much to be admir'd, for keeping to their 


cloſe Order, their Targets lifted up, and equally cove- 


: RL es —_—_—_— een 9 5 hgh 
ring them, they advanc'd without reaking their Order, 


till they had obtain'd the Victory. 


Taz Tlaſtallas having loft that Paſs which had 
been thought ſo proper to be defended, thinking they 


had no more Buſineſs there, leſt the Field, and march d 


clear off; and the Spani rds being very well pleas d at it, 


that they might be ſtill advanemg, went and took up 


their Quarters in a little Ton that ſtood on an Emi- 
nence, calf d Tẽcosiinco, where there was a Temple with 
a little Tower, which was after wards with much Rea- 


fon, call'd of Victory. They with extraordinary Dili- 
gence made Baracks of he 6 the "Indians 
their Friends working at it, with | 

cauſe Cortes — dextrouſly pleas d them, and they 
were ready to ſerve upon all Occaſions, on that Ac- 
count, and to avoid falling into the Hands of their 


Enemies. All that Night, being the firſt of Septem- 

Cortes himſelf was up- 
on the Guard, with the third Part of his Me at the 
Morning Watch, which was moſt apprehended, but 
no Enemy appear'd, becauſe it was not their Cuſtom 
to fight in the Night. The next Day Cortes thought 
fit to ſend Meſſengers to defire the Tlaſcallam, to per- 


ber, ſtrict Watch was kept, and 


* 
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yith much Alacrity, be- 
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mit him to proceed freely on his Way, ſince it was not 
his Deſign to do them any Harm, nor was he going 
to join in Confederacy againſt rhem with the King of 
Mexico, but only to perform what his Maſter the King 
of Spain had commanded him. In the mean Time, 
leaving Peter de Alvarado with half of the Forces, he 
march'd out with the other half, and the Horſemen. 
He burnt four or five Towns, and return'd with four 
hundred ' Priſoners, and no Loſs, tho the Enemy 
charg'd him all the Way to his Quarters, where he was 
told, that the Tiaſcallaz Commanders had anſwer'd to 
his Meſſage, that they would go the next Day to ſee, 
and tell him their Minds. This bold Anſwer, and the 
Advice Cortes had receiv'd that one hundred and fifty 
thouſand Men were aſſembled, made him put his 
Forces into ſuch a Poſture that he might not be ſur- 
priz d. 

= e Cortes either by fair or by foul Means reſolv' d to be 
| inform'd by the moſt rational of the Priſoners about all 


: Things that were convenient for him to know, and 
q they anſwer'd, That ſince they were his Priſoners, and 
pb well us'd, they would tell him the Truth. They 
i declar'd that the Army was compos'd of Oromies and 
Fucallau, all Subjects to the Republick of Tlaſcala, 
b tho they did not care to have it known that the 
s Commonwealth made the War, becauſethey would not 


- | haveit thought, if they ſhould be vanquiſh'd, that it 
IF had been by their Authority; that they hated him be- 
cauſe they imagin'd he was going to be a Friend to 
| their mortal Enemy Motexuma, and therefore they 
were agreed never to give over till they had conquer'd 
the Spaniards, and ſacrificd them to their Gods, and 
then made a ſolemn Banquet of them, which they 
call'd Heavenly; that the War was carry'd on at the 
particular Inſtigation of Xicorencatl, the General of the 
Republick, who carry'd its Standard, which was a 
Sree e Golden 
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Golden Eagle, with its Wings diſplay'd, and much 
Enamel, and other Ornaments, and that he would ſee 
it the next Day in the Rear of their Army, becauſe 
they were to fight; for in Time of Peace it went before; 
that they were about one hundred and fifty thouſand 
Men, moſt of them Archers, who were very good 
Markſmen, when they lay in Hollows, or on the Rid- 
ges of Hills; that they were very much afraid of the 
Thunder, and of the great running Stags, and were 


amaz'd at the dreadful Wounds their Swords had 


. 70 5 
Tux great Tiaſcallan Army appear'd, the General's 
Standard was ſeen, and the number of Men was fo 
great, that they cover'd the whole Plain, all of them 
painted, and with great Plumes of Feathers, arm'd af- 
ter their Manner with Bows, and Arrows, Slings, and 
Javelings,which they caſt with Leather Strops, ſo ſtrong- 
ly, and with ſuch Dexterity, that they would pierce a 
Door, and was the Weapon the Spaniards moſt dreaded ; 
long Spears, and Swords edg'd with Flint, as alſo Tar- 
gets, Clubs, Head- Pieces, wooden Gantlets and Greves, 
cover d with Deer's Skins gilt, Cotten Armour for the 
Body, a Finger thick, which they call'd Eſcaupiles, 
worn afterwards by the Spaniards, who found them uſe- 
ful againſtthe Arrows, and convenient in the Toils they 
underwent, not being able to endure Armour of Steel, 
or Iron. They likewiſe made Uſe of the Indian Tar- 
gets, their own being ſoon ſpoilt with often fighting, 
and thoſe were very ſightly, made of Wood and Lea- 
ther, adorn'd with Feathers, and others of Reeds, and 
Cotton, being the beſt becauſe they did not ſplit. The 
Army march'd very orderly, divided into Batallions, 
not in Rank and File, but crowded together, and every 
Batallion had Horns, and Kettle-Drums, which was 
an extraordinary Sight, for the Spaniards had never be- 
held ſa great an Army fince they diſcover'd the Indies 
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'The Enemy halted very near the Spariards, with a deep 
Trench or Slough between them. Cortes ſhow'd him- 
ſelf highly pleas d at the Sight of them, and told his 
Men, that God gave them that Opportunity for his 
greater Glory, and the Honour of the Spaniſh Nation, 
which would ſtrike a Terror not only into Motexuma; 
but into all that World. The Tlaſcallans being highly 


pleas d with ſo great and mighty an Army, encourag d 


by the ſmall Number of the Spaniards, puff d up with 
their uſual Succeſs againſt their Enemies, very loftily 
faid, Who are theſe few conceited Fellows, that de- 
« ſign to enter our Country againſt our Will? But 
« that they may not think we had rather ſtarve them 
«© out, than ſubdue them by Force of Arms, let us 
« ſend them ſomething to eat, for they are hungry, 


« and weary, that they may be more pallatable to us 


« when ſacrific d. They ſent three hundred Tur- 
keys, two hundred Baskets of ' Cakes of Zentli, which 
they call Tamales, being about two hundred Arrobas, 


that is, fifty hundred Weight of Bread, which was an 


extraordinary Supply for the Spaniards, conſidering the 


the Diſtreſs they were in. 


- Warn the Tiaſcallans thought the Spaniards had ea - 
ten, Aicotentatl in a very haughty manner commanded 
two thouſand Men to go to them, ſaying, © Go take 


s thoſe Creatures the Sea has ſpew'd up, and if they 


& defend themſelves, kill them; and ſee that you behave ' 
c yourſelves'like brave Men, ſince you are the Flower 


« of our Army, and are going to fight for the Gods, 


ce and for your —_ The two thouſand Men 


boldly paſs'd the Slough, and with no leſs Intrepidi- 


ty advanc'd to the Tower. The Horſemen went 
out firſt to receive them, and the Infantry follow'd, and 
the Tlaſcallans at the very firſt Incounter were made ſen- 
ſible of what the Spaniſh Weapons could do. They 
drew back a little, but return'd with greater Fury, when 


they 


— 
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they were fully convinc'd, that thoſe few Men were 


not ro, be ſlighted ; ſuch of them as lighted upon the 
Paſs in the Slough, or Quagmire eſcap'd, all the reſt 
were killd. The Commanders of the Army having 
ſeen what had hapned, giving a hideous Shout fell on 


with all their Power, and fo boldly, that many of the 
Indians came up to the very Camp, and ſome enter'd it 


in ſpight of rhoſe that were left upon the Guard, fighting 
with the Spaniards hand to hand, This prov'd a Day of 
mighty Danger, by reaſon of the immenſe Multitude 
of the Enemy, for the Fight laſted above four Hours, 
within and without the Trenches, before they could 
make room, the Indians charging and attacking furiouſly, 
till ſeeing ſo great a Number kill'd, they began to ſlack- 
en; being amazed that — kill'd never a Spaniard, 


looking upon that as wonderful, ſo that they ſtill fought 


as if they had been angry with themſelves; but as it 
grew late, they retir d. The Spaniards reſted that Night 
the better, becauſe they knew the Indians would not 
fight in the Night, but kept a good Guard. The 714. 


callans did not look upon themſelves as vanquiſh'd, and 


how many were kill d could not be known, becauſe as 
ſoon as one fell they carry d him off and hid him, which 
was thought to be done to avoid diſcouraging their own 
Men, and encouraging the Enemy. # 
TRE next Day Cortes march'd out into the Country, 
burnt ſome Towns, and plunder'd one that had three 
thouſand Inhabitants, but few Soldiers, becauſe moſt 
of them were gone to the Army; however they fought 
as Men winds; do for their Houſes and Goods, tho it 
avaibd them little, for many were kilꝰd. The Town 
was fir d, many Priſoners carry'd away, and the Spani- 
ards return'd to their Quarters, at the Time whena great 


Number of Men were _— 5 defend 3 5 | 
the Guns, and being fa- 


retir'd immediately for fear o 
tieu'd with the Heat, The next Day the Tlaſcallars 
ET | thinking 


The H 15TORY of America. 263 


thinking they could gain more Advantage over the Spa- 
niards in narrow Places, in haughty manner ſent them 
Proviſions again, as they had done before, wiſhing they 
would come out into ſome ſtreight Place, but finding 
they did not, they boldly gave the Attack again. They 
fought five Hours very deſperately,” without being able 
to kill, or take one Spaniard, which was what they'moſt 
covered ; but of them a prodigious Number was ſlain, 
becauſe as they were throng'd together, the Cannon, 
the Muskets, and the Croſs-bows made very great Ha- 
vock. At length, being tir'd, frerted, and aſham'd, 
that they had not executed their Malice, they retir d in 
Confuſion, ſaying, the Spaniards muſt needs be inchant- 
ed, ſince their Weapons did them ſo little Harm. The 
next Morning the Commanders ſent their Meſſengers 
to Cortes, who ſaid to him, “ Sir, if you are a fierce 
* God, here are five Slaves for you to eat? If you are 
4 a good God, we offer you Incenſe and Feathers ? and 
= «if you are a Man, take theſe Fowls, Bread and Cher- 
e ries, for you and your Men to eat?“ Their deſign 
vas to know, whether the Spaniards were Men like 
= themſelves, becauſe by reaſon they had not been able to 
vanquiſh them, or kill any one, they concluded they 
bvere immortal; and ſeeing on the other Hand, that they 
did eat, and do other Things, like Mortals, they were 
| aſtoniſh'd. Corres, who never wanted Diſcretion upon 
my Occaſion, faid, They were all mortal Men like 
| themſelves, made up of the ſame Qualifications ; bur 
that becauſe they believ'd in and ſerv'd one only true 
God, he did and would always aſſiſt them; that they 
{ ſhould not deal treacherouſly with him, for all would 
turn to their Prejudice, ns ſince he did not defire to 
do them any Harm, bur to be their Friend, he advis'd 
| them not to be obſtinate. Having deliver'd himſelf 
thus mildly, he diſmiſs'd them, returning Thanks for 
the Preſent: The next Day thirty thouſand T1aſcallans 
| 95 advanc'd, 


2 . ee «<q : . 4 
264 The HisToRy of America. 


advanc'd, being deſirous to Genalize themſelves more. 


than the reſt had done, and fought ſo, bravely, that 
the Battle was more bloody than the former; but ar 
laſt they went off with Shame; and it is to be obſerv'd, 
that for the Space of ten Days the Spaniards continu'd in 


thoſe Quarters, the Indians generally ſupply di them with 


Fowl, Bread, and Cherries; only that they might have 


the Opportunity of viewing its Order and Situation, 


whether any dead Men were bury d, or wounded dreſs, 
and obſerve how they look d, or whether they had 
more or fewer Forces; but the Spaniards at the firſt 
had no Jealouſy of their Deſign, and on the contrary 
commended the Indians for making War only with 
their Weapons, for had they cut off their. Proviſions, 
the Damage would have been, very great. Every Time 
they carry d Proviſions they ſaid thoſe that fought 
were the barbarous Oromies, and not the Tlaſcallans. 


In one of theſe Engagements, a gay Tlaſcallan well 
arm'd fought ſo; bravely with two Spaniardi, that he 


put them to it, till Lares the Farrier, crying out, For 
ſhame &paniards, clos d with, the Indian, who ſtood 
boldly, with his Sword, and; Target, and lens | 
V7 into his Breaſt, kilbd him. The Valour o 


dious, that all Men concluded it was rather ſome divine 
Aſſiſtance, than any human Power that ſupported the 
Spaniards. | dey tb 3 


> his: 
is J n. F the 
callans was ſo great, and their Multitude fo prodi- 


US ni SETS ey ae A OT IS LN A EY 
= e eee 3 8 


Hh wh. AW th TR. / ME. => a non hoe Pot ha es 2d 


> Oo wm rs Cd 


SS. 4 


P, 


C — 


The His roRx of America, 265 
R8/6/8/8/8/83/6/0/8/8080808. 


CHAP. Il. 


7 he Tlaſcallans ſend Spies into the Spaniſh 


Army; Cortes marches to Cinpancingo; 
the Inhabitants offer to make Peace be- 

tween him, and Tlaſcala; his Speech to 
his Soldiers; another Battle, and Peace 
concluded after it. 


5 HE Diſtance between the Quarters of 
( | the Spariards, and the City of Tlaſcala 
Wi was but fix Leagues, fo that the Repub- 
lick was daily inform'd of every Thing 
— that hapned. The 7aſcallans being now 


© wholly intent upon ſeeking revenge of the Spauiardi, 
und finding how little they could do by open Force, 
had recourſe to Policy, and in order to it, the more 
= to lull the Spaniards into . and ſeem inclin'd 
to Peace, they ſent ſome Men 

of Gold and Feathers, which were very conſiderable 
for the City of Tlaſcala, from whence they came. 


f note, with Preſents 


They made great Obey ſance to Cortes, and the eldeſt 


of them told him, That the Republick kiſs'd his 
Hands, and ſent that ſmall Preſent, which was not ſo 
# inconſiderable for want of good Will, but by reaſon 
of the Poverty of their Country, but if he had any 
other Commands, they vould ſerve him very readily. 


| Grtes thinking the Meſſage had been ſincere, very 
| pleaſantly told them, that tho he valu'd the Preſent, 
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he made more Account of their good Will, and co- 
veted nothing more than making them his Friends. 
He gave them ſome Spaniſh Toys, which they valu'd. 
The next Day the Tlaſcallams ſent fifty Men, who 
in their Way look'd conſiderable, brought Proviſions, 
ask d how the Men did, and what they meant to do. 
Cortes ſaid they were all well, gave Thanks for the 
Preſent, and thoſe Men growing familiar walk'd all a- 
bout the Camp, viewing its Situation, and obſerving 
the Weapons, the Habit, and particularly the Horſes, 
pretending to wonder at every thing, tho' in reality 


the Strangeneſs of all thoſe Things might well be ad- 


mir'd by them. Teuth the Zempoalan Gentleman ta- 
king particular Notice of them, told Cortes, he did 
believe thoſe Men to be Spies, and that they had ſome 
private Talk with the Iadiaus of Rractuchitlan. Up- 
on this Advice, Cortes order?d any one of them to be 
taken up without being obſerv?d by the others, whom 
he examin'd by his Interpreters, uſing Threats if he 
did not confeſs the Truth. He own'd that they had 
been all ſent rodiſcover which way they might beſt burn 
the Baracks, to which Purpofe they defign'd to march 
with a great Army by Night, thinking that the Sa. 
'niſh Guns, Horſes, and Weapons were leis to be fear'd in 


the Dark. Others having confirm'd this Account, he 


caus'drhe Hands of ſeven of thoſe Men, and the Thumbs 
of ſome others to be cut off, tho? much againſt his 
Inclination, but believing it might be of uſe for the 


future, and bid them go tell their General Xicotencath { 
that he would ſerve all the Spies that fell into hs 


Hands after that manner, and that he might advance 
with his Army, for he would always bnd the Sp4 
niards invincible, either by Night, or by Day. 

Tos R Men with their Hands cut off. ſtruck 
4 great Conſternation among Aicotencatl's Forces, be- 
lieving that the Spaniards had ſome Spirit that ay 
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ver d their Thoughts to them, for which reaſon they 
| durſt not ſend any more Spies nor Proviſions. Corres 
| being thus inform'd of what was deſign'd againſt him, 
enlarg'd his Trenches, and forrify*d all that was con- 
venient, providing every Thing till Sun-ſet, when he 
e | perceiv'd that the Enemy's Army was advancing to 
= © pur their Deſign in Execution; and judging it moſt 
g expedient not to ſuffer them to come up to his Quar- 
„ © ters, for fear of the Miſchief that might happen by 
Fire, he boldly march'd out to meet them, which he 
- chought would terrify them the more, as believing 
their Intention had not been knywa. He caus'd all the 
d Horſes to have Breaſt Platzs full of Hawks-bells, that 
ne the Noiſe might make them ſeem the more, and every 
Man might hear where his Comrade was, directing 
they ſhould ſtrike the Enemies on the Faces with theix 
Spears, becauſe they were wont to lay hold of, and 
ſnatch them away. Then having told the Soldiers, 
that they muſt overcome that Multitude by Dint of 
Valour, he fell on at the Time when the Spies, whoſe 
Hands had been cut off, were relating what had befal- 
len them, which much troubled the General, and all 
that heard it; but they were much more aſtoniſh'd 
he to ſee themſelves ſo unexpectedly aſſaulted; fo that 
mbs they inſtantly diſpers d, and all fled without makin 
bs any Oppoſition, over the Corn Fields which 8 8 
the ed far thereabouts, and tho a great Slaughter was made, 
h Cortes took Care to put a ſtop to the Purſuit, for 
bh fear they ſhould be drawn into ſome Place of Dif- 
anc advantage, and it was very remarkable ro behold in 
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Sy what humble, and devout manner they all came back, iN 

| praiſing God, for granting them ſuch Victories, in 4 
ruck Places unknown to them, and ſo populous, which was 1 
be / 2 Demonſtration of the divine Aſſiſtance, and made | 
lic them rejoyce, tho much fatigu'd, and many of them * 


vera wounded, and without Medicines to dreſs them, fo 
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that for want of Oyl 8 were forc'd to uſe the Greaſe 
of Indians that were kill 


d, when they could get it, 
for, as has been ſaid, thoſe People always endeavour'd 
to carry off the Bodies of the ſlain. 

TRR next Day Cortes ſeeing his Men chearful, ſaid 
to them, That ſince God had till then fo viſibly 
ce aſſiſted them, they would be all very much to 
« blame, if they did not proceed on what they had 
« ſo well begun, with double Reſolution, and to 
« that Purpoſe ic was requiſite to preſs hard upon the 


cc Tlaſcallaus, to the end they might afterwards prove 
ec the ſurer Friends; for that nothing could be more 


te advantagious to them in New-Spain, than to be in 
<« Confederacy with that Commonwealth, which was 
* to be compaſs d by proſecuting the Victories they 


es had-gain'd over them.” All the Commanders, and 


chief Soldiers entirely reſign'd themſelves to his Will 
promiſing to follow: whereſoever he would lead chem, 


Acotencatl being much out of Countenance at the 
Diſaſters he had met with againſt the Spaniards, re- 


tir d to Traſcala. Maxiſcatzin, and the other Lords 
told him, it had been better to have follow'd the 
firſt Advice, and ſav'd the Lives of ſo many as had 
periſh'd by the Hands of thoſe brave Men, who were 


favour'd by their God, and therefore it was in vain 
to perſiſt obſtinately to the Loſs of the Reputation 
of that Republick. Cortes ſeeing no Enemy appear in 
the open Country, went up to the Top of the Tower 


of the Temple where his Quarters were, whence he 


diſcover'd ſeveral Towns, and abundance of Smoaks 
towards the Mountains. Then coming down he told 


his Captains he believ'd that to be a large Place, and 


fince no Enemy appear'd it was proper not to loſe 
Time, but to put in Execution what had been agreed on. 


As ſoon as it was Night, having before taken anex- 


_ at View of the Country, he refolv'd to try his For 
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not to regard ſuperſtitious Qbſervations, but to hold 
on their Way, ſince he went himſelf foremoſt, and 
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rune, and enter d upon a great Road, with half his 
Infantry, and all his Horſe, judging that Way would 


lead him to the Smoaks he had ſeen. Tho? the Dark+ 


neſs of the Night was dreadful, as it was to march 
at that unuſual Hour, in an unknown Country, and 


without knowing where they ſhould fall in with their 


Enemies, yet they advanc'd undaunted. They had 
ſcarce gone a League, when a Horſe fell, Cortes order'd 
him to return to the Quarters, and preſently two more fell 
one after another, and before it was long made up five. 


The Soldiers begg'd of Cortes, for the Love of God 


to turn back, and do what they deſign'd by Day, 


| becauſe they look d upon that as an ill Omen; he with 


an undaunted 72 and Intrepidity, pray'd them, 
, whoſe Cauſe they had in Hand 


that the Horſes might return to the Place from whence 


they came, for his Mind gave him that they ſhould 


that Night perform the greateſt Enterprize they had 
ever yet gone about. He had ſcarce ſpoke thoſe Words, 


when his Horſe fell, which he wonder'd at, where- 
upon all his Men, urging, that it was tempring of God, 


and ſome that he would ruin all, he with much Ge- 
neroſity, in a ſevere manner told them, They ought 


to conſider, that great Undertakings were not to be 
carry'd on without Difficultzes; that they ſhould try 


to march a- foot, leading the Horſes, to ſee what that 
ſtrange Accident tended to. When they had march'd 


far after thismanner, the Horſes were all well, and they 
could never find what had occaſion d their paſt Diſ- 


temper, tho ſome fancy'd it might have been ſome 
Sorcery of the Indians, much practisd among them; 
but it was no other than the Cold of the Night which 
gave them the Gripes *' © 
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PROCEEDING thus, till they had loſt their Aimat the 
Mountains, they came into ſome ſtony Grounds, from 
which they extricared themſelves with Difficulty, and 
ſpyinga Fire, made towards it. They found two Men, 
and two Women in a Houſe, who conducted them to 
the Mountains where Cortes had ſeen the Smoaks. Before it 
was Day they came into ſome Villages, where the Fright 
was greater than the Hurt, and being inform'd that 
Cinpancinga, a large Town was near by, they ſoon came 
to it, the ſurprize occaſioning much Confuſion. Some 
Harm was done at firſt, but the People running away, 
ſome of them naked, the Women ſhrieking, and all in 
the utmoſt Conſternation, Cortes order'd that no Perſon 
ſhould be kilbd, and nothing taken, ſo that all the Diſ- 


order ſoon ceas'd, and the Inhabitants return'd to their 


Houſes. Cortes went up toa high Place, whence he dif- 
cover'd ſuch an immenſe Multitude of Houſes, that he 
was aſtoniſh'd, and asking, what Places thoſe were, 
was told, That was the City of Tlaſcala, and the Vil- 
lages about it. He call'd all His Men, and faid, 
what would it have avail'd to deſtroy the People of 
Cinpancirgo, ſince there are ſo many yonder. Then 
turning to Alonſo de Grado, who was chief Alcalde, 
he ask'd him, what he thought was fit to be done, 
conſidering the Multitude of People they diſcover d. 
He anſwer d, That they ſhould return to the Sea, and 
write to James Velaſquex. to ſend Supplies, becauſe if 
any croſs Accident, or Sickneſs ſnould happen among 
them, it was certain they would be all devour'd by the 
Tadians. Cortes was much concern'd at this Anſwer, 


and eſpecially for its touching upon James Velaſquez. 


However he reply'd to him, that he ought to confider, 
that if once they went about to retire, the very 
Stones would riſe up againſt them, and if they mu 

certainly dye, it was better to periſh in the Proſecu- 


ma 


tion of their Deſign, than running away. 
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He then went to reſt him by a Spring, that was 
without the Town, whither the prime Men, ſeein 

no Harm had been done them, reſorted to him wit 

abundance of unarm'd People, N a Quantity of 
Proviſions. They thank'd him for having done no 
Hurt, as he might, deſiring he would continue the 
ſame Orders, and offer d to obey him, and intercede 
with the Lords of Tlaſcala, for a Peace. Heenterrain'd 
them very kindly, promiſing his Friendſhip, provided 
they were ſincere, and fo return d to his Quarters, 

well pleas'd, and confiding in the Succeſs, bidding the 
Soldiers not ſpeak ill of the Day till it was paſt, for 
he hop'd, that the War with Tlaſcala was at an End, 


as they would find it, and if fo, God had much Proſ- 


perity in ſtore for them. Thoſe he had lefr in his 
Quarters were very melancholy, fearing ſome diſaſter 
had befallen Cortes, becauſe of the Sickneſs of the Hor- 
ſes ; but when they ſaw him return with a pleaſant 
Countenance, prancing his Horſe, all the Men fafe, 
with ſome of = Natives of the Country they croud- 
ed to welcome him. He told them all that had hap- 
ned, they liſtening with much Attention; but when 
they were inform'd of the Greatneſs of Tlaſcala, and 
the Multitude of thoſe martial obſtinate People ; re- 
flecting how many unhappy Accidents might happen, 


g how little Hopes there were of Supplies when they had, 


as they ſaid, blindly run themſelves into a Country 
they knew nothing of, and that ſince their Departure 
from Cuba fifty- five Spaniards had dy'd by Sickneſs, 
or of the Wounds receiv'd in the ſeveral Battles with 
the Tlaſcallaus, they began to hold Cabals, reſolving to 
perſwade, and even to require Cortes to have more regard 
to the publick Welfare, and not to carry them where 
they could not eaſily retreat, ſince the Danger was ſo 
evident, offering to follow him through greater Fatigues, 
provided it were with a ſuitable Power, that _ 

4 they 
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they then had being too inconſiderable for fo potent q 
Country. His ſureſt Friends advis'd him to take Or- 
der about it, before the Men mutiny'd. He anſwer'd; 
that the Danger was not ſo great as they repreſented it, 
and that it was only an Invention of. thoſe that wanted 
to return to enjoy their Eaſe in Cuba; defiring they 
would not bring him ſuch Advice, for he did not be- 
lieve that any Spaniardi could be fo faint-hearted, eſpe- 
cially having till then met with ſo much Succeſs. One 
Night, going the Rounds, to obſerve the Sentinels, 
he heard loud talking, and ſome Soldiers ſaying, < If 
ic our Commander is mad, let us be wiſe, and tell 
c him in plain Terms, that he muſt conſider what 
< js fit to be done, or elſe we will leave him by him: 
ic ſelf.” He told ſome Friends who were with him, 
that thoſe who durſt ſay ſo were likely enotigh to do 
It, and going on heard the like in other Places, which 
troubled him very much, he would willingly have 
puniſh'd them; but thought it better to take no No- 
tice at that Time, till hearing that the Murmurs in- 
creas d, he caus'd all the Men to be drawn together, 
and ſpoke to them ſo effectually, that they all readily 

ſubmitted to his Will. 5 
Ir pleas d God to allay all thoſe Diſcotiterits much 
better, for very ſoon after ſix prime Mexican Noble- 
men arriv'd in the Camp, attended by about two hun- 
dred Perſons they had in their Service, much differ- 
ing from the others in their Habit, and Behaviour. 
Being brought before Cortes, they after their Manner 
made him profound Obey ſance, and it appear d that they 
had Notice at Mexico of the Victories he had gain d 
over the Tlaſcallans. Before they ſpoke, they deliver d 
him a Preſent from their King, conſiſting of one thou- 
ſand Cotton Garments, many curious Pieces of Fea- 
ther Work, and the Value of one thouſand Caſtellanos 
in very fine Gold Duſt, as it is taken out = the 
ineSe 
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Mines. Then the eldeſt of them ſaid, „ That their 
« Maſter Moteæ uma ſaluted him, and ſent that Preſent 
« by them, wiihing him all Proſperity, and owning 
« he deferv'd much more, deſiring to know how he 
ce and all his did; and that if he wanted any thing 
« his Kingdom afforded, all was at his Service; that 
he much rejcic'd at the News he had receiv'd of his 
« Victories obtain d over the Tlaſcallans; that wiſhing 
« him well, he deſir'd he would not go to Mexico, 
ce becauſe the Way was bad and dangerous, and he 
& ſhould be ſorry. that any Miſchance ſhould befal 
& Men of ſo much Valour, whom he ſo entirely loy'd ; 
« that he was willing to acknowledge the King of 
« Spain his Friend, and Sovereign, whom he would 
« ſerye in all he ſhould command.” In Token that 
they had no more to. ſay, they ſtood hanging 
down their Heads, and their Arms extended one 
Hand being upon the other. Cortes by his Inter- 
preters anſwer'd, « Bidding them welcome, giving 
% many Thanks to Motexuma for his Preſent, his 
« Affection, and the Advice he gave him; and 
« for offering to acknowledge ſo great a Monarch as 
the King of Spain his Maſter ; and becauſe they 
« muſt be tir d with ſo long a Journey, he defir'd 
gy would reſt themſelves there, whilſt he came 
eto a Reſolution about his Journey to Aexico. 
Cortes's deſign was, that thoſe Embaſſadors ſhould 
ke how he behav'd himſelf towards the Tlaſcallaus, in 


aiſe the War was carry*don, and if Peace were conclud- 


ed, that they ſhould hear how he reprov'd them 
for having begun ir. He then gave Orders that they 
ſhould be well treated. At that Time he was indiſ- 
pos'd with a Fever, and therefore had: not for ſome 
Days march'd out into the Country, ſo that nothing 


more was done than ſecuring the Quarters, and ſome- 
times Skirmiſhing with Parties of Tlaſcallans that came 
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to make a Noiſe. He purg'd himſelf with a Parcel 
of Pills he had carry'd from Cuba, and before they 
began to work, the Alarm was given on Account of 
three great Bodies of the Enemy that had appear d, 
and attack d the Quarters in three ſeveral Parts, with 
the greateſt Fury, believing the Spariards to be in an 


il Condition, becauſe they had not been al = i | 


ring the aforeſaid Days. Cortes, notwithſtanding his 
Purge motinted a Horſeback, fought a long Time in 
Perſon, playing both Parts of Commander and Soldier, 


and omitting nothing that was to be done, till the | 


Enemy were routed and fled, the Mexicans bein 
preſent, and obſerving every particular Action. The 
next Day the Purge work'd with Cortes, as if it had 
been then taken, the Phyſician ſaying, that Nature 
had with-held the Operation upon the Diverſion given 
by the Mind. The 7iaſcallays admiring that all their 

ower had not been able to compaſs their Deſign, 
and moſt of them concluding that the Spaniards were 
aſſiſted by ſome Deity, which render d theminvincible, 
beſides being inform'd, that the Mexican Embaſſadors 
were arriv'd at the Spaniſh Army; having ſeriouſly 
conſulted what was to be done, after many Debates, 
and Conteſts, concluded that Peace ought to be made, 
and Endeavours us'd to divert them from entering 
into any Alhance with the Mexicans, if the fame 
were in Agitation, becauſe that would be the greateſt 
misfortune that could befal them. Young Xicorencatl was 
appointed to go on this Embaſſy, tho” he endeavour d 
to excuſe himſelf ; but having receiv'd poſitive Com- 
mands, he made ready with 5 of the principal Men 


in the City, and ſome Youths to be left as Hoſtages 
He carry'd a Preſent of Cotton Cloth, and Feather 
Works, with ſome Gold, according to the Ability 
of that City, which had very little of thoſe Things. 
Cortes being advertis'd of the Embaſſay that was com- 
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ing from the Republick of 7laſcala, and that Xicorencatl - 


was the Perſon employ'd, he went out to receive, 
and conducted him to his Quarters with much Ho- 
nour, and Attendance. They two fare down, and 
all the reſt ſtanding, as well Spaniard: as Tlaſcallans, 
the Preſent and the Hoſtages were brought in, and 
Aicoreucat in very courteous manner begg'd Pardon of 
all that was paſt for himſelf, and his Republick, mak- 
ing many Excuſes, and offering to enter into a ſtrict 
Alliance with the Spaniards, and to ſerve them fairh- 
"= fr = 15 conſider d the Tlaſcallan's Speech, 
Cortes having duly confider'd the Tlaſcallar's 8 
and how much be had been mov'd whilſt ſpeaking, 
told him, «© There was no Occaſion to make himſelf 
cc uneaſy, for that, as he would find in Proceſs of 
cc Time, he and his would be ſo cordially their Friends, 
c that they ſhould not love one another better; be- 
© cauſe it was the Nature of the Spaziards not only 
* to return good for good, but even to do good to 
© thoſe from whom they had receiv'd Harm, it being 
 * the beſt of Conqueſts to make Friends of Enemies, 
“ fo that he already wiſh'd for ſome Opportunity to 
“ prove what he faid, by his Actions. However, 
he 0 that they would rightly conſider how that 
Friendſhip was concluded, fo that there might be 
e no Failure in it; for that his God, by whoſe aid he 
“ conquer'd, did not bear with Frauds; and that when 


b he enter d upon their Country, which would be as 
7 © ſoon as he had diſmiſs'd the Mexican Embaſſadors, 
( they would be ſenſible that his Friendſhip deſerv'dto 
* * bevalu'd.” Ficorencatl roſe up very well pleas'd, Corres 
: embrac'd, and went with him out of his Tent, the 
other Commanders attending him out of the Quarters, 
all being well pleas'd, and ſettled in their Minds, ho- 
ping that ſince the War was concluded with Tiaſcalay 
| Fey ſhould reap great Advantages from that „ 

S „ e 
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for at that Time, confidering that ſome of them 
were dead, very many wounded, and the reſt ſpent 
with Fatigues, their Number ſo ſmall, and the many 
Difficulties they had to ſurmount, they concluded that 
if the War had laſted they muſt all have periſh'd, and 
therefore they aſcrib'd the concluding of this Peace at 
that Time to the ſpecial Goodneſs of God, and for con- 
firming of them in this religious Opinion, Cortes or- 
der'd Maſs to be ſaid, and a ſolemn Thankſgiving ; 3 al- 
ter which F. John Diaz, calld the Tower of the Tem- 
ple there, the Tower of 6 in Memory of thoſe 
the Troops had gain d whilſt they had their Quarters 
cloſe by it, — almoſt * * * . 
in that Place. 2 
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The * liance berween Cortes and the Tlaſ- 
callans concluded; his Reception into 
their City ; the Original and Deſcription 
thereof, and how it came to be a Reput- 


lick; the Climate, Nature, and other Par- 


Ficulars of: that Province. it 


EY; A = ICOTENCATL : at his Return to Th 

FARE 47} cala was receiv'd as became an Embaſſador 

N Wo that had been managing an Affair of that 

N Conſequence; the Senate heard all he had 
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to ſay, and it was there reſolv'd, that 


7 nce they ſtood fo much in need of Cortes to make 
we of him againſt Anon, they ſhould endeayour 
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to bring him into their City as ſoon as poſſible, to 
prevent his concluding an Alliance with their Enemy. 
The Peace was proclaim'd throughout the City and 
Province, and they made a Mitote, that is, a Dance of 


* 4bove twenty thouſand Men of the better Sort, richly | 


adon'd. They offer'd extraordinary Sacrifices to their 
Gods, burning abundance of Perfumes, and the more 
to expreſs their Joy, garniſh'd the Doors of their Hou- 
ſes with Boughs, and Variety of Flowers. The /exi- 
can Embaſſadors were much concern'd at that Alliance 


with the 77aſcallans, and bid Cortes take heed what he 


did, and not to truſt thoſe People, who were ſo falſe, 
that they would endeavour to compaſs by Treachery 


What they had not been able to perſorin by open Force, 


and that he might be aſſur'd, if they once went into 
Tlaſcala, that they would murder them every Man baſe- 
ly. Tho' Cortes, being a cautious Man, did not as 
yet repoſe much Confidence in the Tlaſcallans, know- 


4 ing that the Mexicans were prejudic'd, he anſwer d, 


That if they were ever ſo treacherous he was reſolv'd 


d go into the City, for he fear d them leſs there than 


in the Field. Having heard his Reſolution, they de- 
ſir d he would give Leave for one of them to go to 
Mexico, to acquaint the King with what was doing, 
and carry an Anſwer to their principal Meſſage, pray- 


ing he would ſtay there fix Days, till they could hear 
from Mexico. He was well pleas'd with their Propo- 


ſal, that he might in that Time diſcover whether the 


# Friendſhip the 77aſcallans offer d was ſincere, and how 
it was taken at Mexico. | 


WuiLsT theſe Things were in Agitation, many 


| Tlaſcallans reſorted to the Army with Proviſions, and 
gave them gratis; others went out only to ſee, and be 


acquainted with the Spaniards, praying them to go to 


| their City. They gave them good Words, till the 
| Meſſenger returning from Mexico the ſixth Day, 


brought 
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brought ten coſtly Jewels of Gold well wrought, and 
one thoufand five hundred Cotton Garments, and in 
Aotezuma's Name intreated Cortes, not to expoſe him- 
ſelf to the Danger of going into Tlaſcala, tor he af. 
ſur'd him, he would repent it, becauſe thoſe were a 
needy People, and invited him thither, that they might 
rob him, and would never have concluded a Peace 
had they not known that he was their Friend. On 
the other Hand the four prime Lords had already ſent 
to intreat, and importune him to repair to their City, 
offering him ſtill greater Security, if he deſir'd it, and 
proteſting that their Friendſhip ſhould laft for ever, 
for they would never violate the Faith of the Repub- 
lick upon any Account, becauſe if they ſhould the 
Gods would puniſh them. Cortes concluding that fo 
much Courteſy and Importunity mult needs proceed 
from a ſincere Friendſhip, and being much courted to 
it by the Zempoalans, reſolv'd to go to Tlaſcala, and 
accordingly began his March, in good Order, leaving 
ſeveral Croſſes, and Heaps of Stones ar his Quarters, 
by the Tower of Victory, in Memory of thoſe he had 
there obtain'd, It was ſtrange to ſee what Mulritudes 
of People flock'd along the Road from all the neigh- 
bouring Parts, to gaze upon the Spaniards, all of them 
amaz'd at the Sight of fuch Men, and calling to mind 
the Victories they had gain'd, ſtood beſide themſelves 
with Surprize, not knowing what to think of the Ar- 
rival of that ſtrange People. The Accounts the Zem- 
pealans, and other Indians that follow'd the Spariaras, 
gave, were very notable ; who as it were glorying o 
be in their Company, extoll'd their Valour, their 
Goodneſs, and their brave Actions, praiſing their God 
by whoſe Aid they conquer d. Others faid, 4 What 
« do you think of it now? Here are thoſe choſen 
« Men, ſent by their God, whom fuch vaft Numbers 
** of you could not vanquiſh, and we have —_— 
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« them to be your Friends.“ Thus attended and cry d 
up they arriv'd at Tlaſcala. | | 

Cortes took Care to ſend Advice to Johr de Eſcalante, 
and the reſt that had been left behind at Vera Cruz, 
of the Succeſs it had pleas d God to give him, direct- 
ing them to carry on the building of the Fort, and to 
keep a watchſul Eye both upon the Natives, and upon 
the Ships that ſhould come from Cuba, and ordering 
two lars of Wine to be ſent him, for ſaying Maſs, 
and for the Sick, having us d all that he carry d with 
him. When he arrivd at Tlaſdala, on the 18th of 
September 15 19, the Lords of the four great Quarters 
the City was divided into, came out to meet him, 
in the moſt ſtately manner they were able, attended 
by ſeveral other of the greateſt Perſons in the Com- 
monwealth, and above one hundred thouſand Men. 
The Province complimented him at ſeveral Places; 
firſt at Tex anpantæinco; next at Arliquetzan, à very 
hrge Town, whither Piltecutli came with a very nu- 
merous Retinue. Thence Cortes proceeded to Tizatla, 
a Town belonging to the Quarter of old Xicotencat!, 
who came not out of his -Houſe, becauſe of his great 
Age. The other Lords, being Maxiſcatxin, Zitla- 
epopucatzin, and Tlevexolotzin with all the prime No- 
bility, and as ſoon as the Spaniards came up in good 

er, young Aicoteucatl embrac'd Cortes, as did the 
other Lords, whom he receiv'd very courteouſly, and 
they all proceeded together to the Place where he and 
his Men were to be quarter'd, always expreſſing their 
deſire to ſerve them. When the Spaniards had been 
put into their Quarters at the great Temple, and the 


p Indians their Friends with them, who took it for a par- 
© ticular Favour, they were generouſly treated, and ſup- 
© ply'd with all Neceſſaries. It was wonderful to ſee 
= what a Multitude of People appear'd both without 


; and within the City, all in their beſt Apparel, danc- 


ing 
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ing before them to their very Quarters, where they 
preſented Cortes with many valuable Pieces of Gold; 
precious Stones, and abundance of Cotton Cloth and 
Garments, interwoven with Feathers, which conſider. 


ing their Poverty, was very extraordinary. At firſt 
the Natives thought the Man and the Horſe had been 


one Monſter, and they gave the Horſes their Allowance 
of Fowls, believing that they had eaten Bread and Fleſh; 


but this miſtake laſted not long; for they perceiv'd 
them to be irrational Creatures, that fed on Graſs; 


tho? they long perſiſted in the Opinion of their being 


fierce Animals, that devour d Men; for which reaſon 
the Spariards did put Bridles into their Mouths, and 
led them with Iron Chains, and when any Horſe's 
Mouth happen'd to be bloody; they ſaid he had ea- 
ten ſome Man; and when they neigh d, that they 


ask d for Meat, and it muſt be given them, that they 


might not be angry, and ſo they were very diligent 
to ſupply them. Strangers from remote Parts went 
privately to ſee theſe unheard-of Novelties, to enquire 
what Men thoſe were, and what was doing. The 
Tlaſcallans told them much more than the Truth, to 
ſtrike a Terror into all the Country; affirmiiig, that 
they were Gods, and that no human Power could 
hurt them, which was the more eaſily credited, becauſe 
they underſtood that the Spariards were in Tlaſcala, 
which had been ever reputed the beſt goyern'd Com- 
monwealth, and its People the braveſt, and moſt mar- 
tial. The more to aſſure Cortes of their Affection, 
they preſented him with above three hundred beautiful 
Women, all very well dreſs' d, that had been condemn d 
for Crimes to be ſacrificd, which they gave the Sp- 
niards as an Offering, and they lamented their mis- 
fortune. Cortes would not accept of them, alledging; 
that their Religion did not permit any Man to have 
more than one Wife, and ſhe ought to be a — 
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Ar laſt, in regard that the Indians take it very ill to 
have their Gifts rejected, ſome of them were receiv'd, 
under Colour of ſerving Marina Malinche, who was 
preſent at all Interviews, and Conferences, and ve- 
ry much reſpected; for it was the Cuſtom among 
the Indians, for a Woman of Quality to have a great 
Number of Women to wait on her; and the Indians 
obferving, that theſe and other Women Slaves they 
ar feveral Times gave the Spaniards, liv'd contentedly 
with them, the prime Men afterwards gave them their 
own Daughters, to the End that the Race of thoſe 
brave Men might continue among them. MXicotencatl 
gave a beautiful Daughter he had to Peter de Alvarado, 
and ſhe was afterwards call d Dona Liſa Techquiluaſin, 
thoſe People whilſt they were Genriles, having no 
other Matrimony than the Conſent of the Parties. 
They gave Corres the Name of Calchichintl, ſignifying, 
the General of great Valour ; becauſe Calchichiutl is the 
Colour of an Emerald, and Emeralds are highly valu'd 
among thoſe People. They call d Perer de Alvarado 
the Sun, becaufe he was very fair of Complexion, with 
an agreeable red, and much belov'd by the Tiaſ- 
callans. Cortes by Degrees very particularly inquird 
into the Power, and other Affairs of Aoreznuma's Em- 
pire, and concerning the Enmiry between him, and 
that Republick. He commanded his Men to take no- 
thing but what was freely given them. The Natives 
= obligd them in every thing, and the Spaniards and the 
Lundian that went with them, behav'd themſelves ve- 
y civilly, never going beyond the Limits aſſign d then 
Without Leave from Cortes, who kept them under ſuch 
Arie Diſcipline, that there was not the leaſt Cauſe of 
Complaint. $i 

Nov fince this Province was ſo famous, and contri- 
buted ſo much towards 5 of the Mexican Em- 
pire under the Dominion of the Crown of Spain, it 
Vol. Il. Oo will 
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will be requiſite to give ſome Account of it. The 
whole Extent of it is fifty Leagues, which the Indians 
reckon'd by one Reſt, two Reſts, one Run, two 
Runs, Cc; and the Journeys by Suns, or Moons; 
and when they were ask'd, ar what Time ſhall we come 
to ſuch a Place; they anſwer'd, when the Sun is 
there, pointing to the Part of Heaven; and for fo 
many Days Journey, they ſaid, ſo many Suns, and 
the ſame by the Moon, reckoning the Night from the 
Setting of the Sun to its Riſing. The City of Tiaſ- 
cala was very ſtrongly ſituated by Nature, in twenty 


Degrees Latitude, among very high, and ſteep Clifts 


and Rocks, whence it had the Name of T!a{cala, ſig- 


nifying a Place of Rocks, till it was afterwards corrup- 


ted and chang'd to Tlaſcallan, importing a Place of 
Bread, becauſe the Province abounds in Jzdrar Wheat, 
and other Grain, and Proviſions, their Harveſt being 
always plentiful, by reaſon that the high Mountains 
occaſion much Rain, fo that the Earth has ſufficient 

zoiſture. The City was built in that Place becauſe 
of its Strength, to ſecure it againſt their Enemies, for 
which Reaſon moſt of the Towns ſtood on high 
Grounds, and conſequently they were cold. From 
Xicotencati”'s Quarter there runs a Ridge of Hills, be- 
ginning in the Eaſt, and tending to the Weſt, form- 
ing an oblong Side, through the Midſt wheredf 


| paſſes the River Zahuail, which ſome Years overflows 


its Banks, and carries away the Houſes and the Har- 
veſt. On the North Side of the ſame Hills is the 
Town of Ocoteuilco, the firſt Settlement the Spaniards 
made after being protected by Maxiſcatæin, who was 
the beſt Friend they had, and Lord of that Quarter, 
After the Country was ſubdu'd, for the better poliſh- 
ing of the Natives, with the Conſent of the Repub- 
lick, they came down to live in the Plain, where they 


now are, on the Bank of the River Zahuatl, which 


ſgnihies 
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Fgnifies Water of Itch, becauſe the Boys that bath'd 
in it generally had the Itch. Moſt ſumpruous Buil- 
dings have been erected there, aſter the Manner of 
Spain; but to paſs by what is at preſent, and return 
to our Purpoſe, the Town was divided into Parcels at 
ſmall Diſtances, without any Order, as is us'd with us, 
many Houſes crouded together, and between them ſe- 
veral narrow winding Lanes. The Houſes terraſs d at 
the Top on Beams, ſome of mud Walls, ſome Board- 
cd, ſome of Brick, and ſome of Lime and Stone, ac- 
2 cording to every Man's Ability. They had no upper 
Floors, but all on the Ground, having very large 
Rooms of a ſtrange Shape. Nor had they Doors, or 
Window Shutters, but only Mats made of a Sort of 
= Sedge, which they hung on and took down at Plea- 
7 ſure, with Hawks-bells of Gold, or Copper, or other 
2 Metals, and Sea-Shells hanging on them, to make a 
7 Noiſe when they were taken down, or open d, or 
2 ſhut, but they now build after the Spaniſh Faſhion. 
Moſt of this Country is inhabited, for from the City 
there ſtretch'd out other Towns, like Suburbs, exten- 
ding two or three Leagues beyond the Compaſs of it. 
Every Houſe. had its Land about it, and there were 
eighteen Towns, all of them belonging to Tlaſcala, the 
© Inhabitants being above one hundred thouſand; and 
all the Country round this Province was enclos'd by 
other Nations ſubje& to the Mexicaus, who had main- 
tain'd War againſt Tlaſcala for ſixty Years paſt, and 


pteſs d them on all Sides. Theſe Nations were the 


= Tepeacans, Tominaqueans, Cholutecans, Hue xocingos, Tet- 
= weaxcans, Acolitucaqueans, Zacatecans, and Ulmecans. 
The Tlaſcallans had expell'd the Vhmecans and Zacatecans 
© out of their Country, and kept it to themſelves, cal- 
ling themſelves at firſt Chichimecans, and inhabiting the 
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Boundaries to be known by, and refuſing to ſubmit to 
any King, or General, there enſu'd Civil Wars among 
them, conſpiring againſt their beſt Commanders; Am- 
bition taking Poſſeſſion of thoſe Barbarians, who could 
endure no Superior, or Equal, which occaſion'd the 
aforeſaid bloody Wars among them, carry'd on with 
the urmoſt Crueltx. %% oy 
Tur Prime Men were fo hard preſs'd, that they 
crav'd Aid of Teſcuco, and other Towns, bein A 1 
ſtreightned in Tlaſcala, tho* well ſecur d with Ditches 
and Trenches. With thoſe Succours they enlarg'd 
their Borders, and grew too hard for their Ene- 
mies, who ask' d Aſſi ſtance of Mataliutæin, King of 
Mevico. He ſent Word to the Tlaſcallans, that tho 
he had promis'd to aſſiſt their Enemies, it ſhould 
be only in Show, for which Reaſon he pray'd 
them not to hurt the Mexicans. The Tlaſcallans re- 
turn'd Thanks to the King of Mexico for that Favour, 
and had Recourſe to Prayers, and Sacrifices, as they 
uſually offer'd upon ſuch Occaſions, begging the Help 
of their Gods with Tears, Faſting, and Offerings. 
The Enemy's Army, among whom the Hueæocingan 
were the chief, being in a Readineſs, began to go up 
the Hill to Tꝛaſcala, and the Defendants. ſally'd upon 
them. They took one of the Huexocingans, and imme- 
diately went to facrifice him before their Idol Camaxtlt, 
flcaing him before he was quite dead, and one of them 
putting the Skin on himſelf, with the Guts hanging, 
ſtood before that Idol, where the Prieſts pray'd, and 
begg'd Victory. In the mean Time the Battle was 
maintain'd with a mighty Slaughter, till a great Fog 
riſing, they kill'd, and threw one another down thoſe 
Rocks and Precipices, without knowing what Side 
they were of. Whilſt this was doing, the Me xicau 
went up a Hill; from whence they faw what was do- 
ing, and having ſeen the End, they return'd * 
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When that War was over, thoſe Chichimecans of Tlaſca- 


a, ſtruck a great Terror into the Country, and all the 


neighbouring Culuas and Mexicaus joyn'd in Alliance 
with them, and living long in Peace, bad Leiſure to 
build their Towns, and ſettle the Frontiers. Tlaſcala 
enjoying Peace, all the Province was inhabited, and 
Culbuacuth, who was look'd upon as the only Lord, 


divided what he had with his Brother Teyobualmingui, 


and went down to goyern his People into the Vale of 
Ocuteculco. Theſe Brothers left the Sovereignty to 
two Sons of theirs, and one of them, tho' very brave, 
grew ſo tyrannical in his old Age, that the Subjects 
being uneaſy, conſpird, and flew him, and all his 
Friends, and Kindred ; but two Nurſes hid two young 
Sons of his, from whom deſcended Maxiſcat zin, the 
moſt faithful Friend of the Spaniards. The other 
three Lords of Tlaſcala were of no leſs remarkable Deſ- 


| cents. After the Death of Culhuacutli, the City, and 


1ts Territory began to be govern'd in the Nature of a 
Commonwealth. The Mexican Language was ſpoken 
at Tlaſcala, tho there was another which they call'd 
Otomitick,' from a Nation, which revolting from the 
Kings of Mexico, was receivd by the Tlaſcallaus, as 
their SubjeRs, and had Lands given them to till, and 
dwell on, on Condition, that they ſhould guard the 
Frontiers againſt the Miexica us, and Culliaa. Theſe 
were the barbarous Otomies on whom the T laſcallans at 
firſt laid the Blame, for having taken up Arms againſt 
Cortes, They are very hardy, excellent Husbandmen, 
extraordinary Idolaters, ane filthy, very ſavage, and 
hard to be brought to Chriftianity ; E and 
fond of living in remote Places, being the reverſe of 
thoſe that ſpeak the Aexican Tongue, who are doci- 
ble, and polite. Theſe Oromies were once poſſeſs'd of 
all that Country, of very antient Times, and there 


due of them ſcatter'd every where, but nothing is 


* * * % 


known 


o 
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known of their Original, becauſe they are fo barba- 
Tous, that they can give no Account of themſelves, 
being bold, fierce, and brave in War, and much ad- 
dicted ro hunting. 

THe Climate of Tlaſcala is ſo temperate, that ſome 
People went naked, and thoſe who wore Cloaths, ne- 
ver made any Alteration in them for Summer or Win- 
ter. However, there is a colder Part, which is higher 
to the Northward, above the temperate Part of the 
Mountain, but fo ſmall, that it is ſcarce four Miles in 


Breadth, and ten in Length, which Country is fruit- 


ful, producing much Indian Wheat, and Fruit of 
the Country, as alſo of the European Cucumers, and 
Peaches, extending Eaſt and Weſt, with great Towns. 
Beyond this again is another Ridge of Mountains, 
croſſing all the Dominions of Tlaſcala, and ſome ſay 
all the New World, being the higheſt in New-Spain, 1s 
about eight Leagues over, fo uncooth, that in ſome 
Places they are not habitable, and ſo cold and rainy, 
that only three Months in the Year are tollerahle, the 
other nine being continually ſo clouded, that the Sun 
can give no Heat, but as ſoon as paſs'd thoſe Moun- 
rains, the Plains are hot again, To return to the other 
Diviſion made by the Mountains before ſpoken of, 
there the cold, fruitful, and healthy Country begins, 
and the Waters run to the Southward, having their 
Source on the high Tops. All the Mountains are wood- 
ed, and cloſe, where there ate many wild Beaſts, as Ly- 
ons, Tygers, and Wolves, that do much Miſchief to 
the ſmall Cattle. Beſides there are other Creatures un- 
known to us, as alſo Snakes, large and ſmall Vipers, 
Red and Fallow Deer, and other Sorts. As for Birds 
there are ſometimes vaſt Flights of them, thought to 
come from the Northward, and are ſeen at the Hævana, 
ſo thick, that they darken the Sky, and among them 
many Parrots. There are likewiſe wild Cats, Sables, 
7 Monkeys, 
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Monkeys, &c. Silver Mines are found in ſeveral Parts, 
as allo Allom, and Copperace. The Mountains pro- 


duce Pine, Oak, Beach, Cedar, Holm, and other 


Sorts of Trees, which afford Gum Anime, and Liquid 
Amber us'd for Perfumes, beſides the Cakes they make 
of ſeveral Flowers. In ſome Places there is excellent 
Manna for purging, and good for weak Stomachs. 
It is wonderful to ſee that on this Mountain there are 
very agreeable Towns abounding in all Neceſſaries for 
human Life, as lying between the two Extreams, of 
the hot and the cold Countries, and they on the Emi- 


nence. The Mountain of Tlaſcala, which the Na- 


tives call of the Blew Sides, in their Tongue, bein 
large, and wonderful fine, is enclos'd about with a = 
beautiful thick Wood of tall and large Trees, nothing 
being open but the Top of it, which is a ſharp Point, 
cover'd during the greateſt Part of the Year with 
Snow, and at a Diſtance it looks like a blew Rock, ſo 


even and well ſhap'd, that Nature ſeems there to have 


form'd a moſt regular Capitol. It is calld the Moun- 
tain of Tlaſcala, becauſe the greateſt Part of it is 1n 


that Province. The Compaſs of it is eighteen Leagues, 


and there are on it many fierce and ſavage Beaſts, and 


ſome black Cattle that were firſt carry'd from Spain, and 


are grown wi'd. 


From this Mountain proceed all the Damps, Lakes, 
and Moraſſes about Tlaſcala, as do the Springs, and 


other wholſome Waters. There all the Clouds gather, 


during the fix rainy Months, from - April to October, 


and from thence proceed all the Storms, Hurracanes, 
and the Lightning, which is very fierce. The Length 
of it is above ſix Leagues. In this Province there are 
many Baths good for Diſeaſes. The Rivers have but 
little Fiſh, which perhaps is occaſion d by the Violence 


of the Streams, and the great Falls. In a very deep 
Lake of 1weet Water, near Topayanco, there is no Sort 


of 


EA 
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of Fiſh, but one which is like little Alligators, the 
biggeſt not above a Span long, wholſome, and much 
valu d. That Water is very agreeable, and all the 
Banks of it are inhabited by Iadians, who there have 
their Corn Fields, Orchards, and Cochinilla, now fo 
much us d, which yields Tlaſcala two hundred thou- 
fand. Ducats a Year, and was not regarded by the Na- 
tives, till they were taught by the Spamiards. . They 
take out of the fame Lake abundance of Ruſhes, and 
Sedges, for making of coarſe Mats, which were all the 


eds they formerly had, and they are very good to lay 


on the Ground, or ſet about Walls. The Indians go 
about upon this Lake on large Bundles of Ruſhes, 
cloſe bound together, and round, like Trunks of 
Trees, the Water being fo thin that it will not bex 
wooden Canoes. It is reſorted to by great Numbers 
of Water Fowl, as Cranes, Geeſe, Dueks, and other 
| Sorts, which the Natives took with Nets, and Gins, 
It remains to give an Account of the Religion, Cuſ- 

roms, and other Particulars of the Tlaſcallaus, which 
ſhall ſoon follow. | | 
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CHE. V. 


The Tlaſcallans pray Cortes to let them 


know his Deſigu; his eAnſwer ; Prodi- 
gies concerning Strangers; the Religion, 
Laws, Cuſtoms, and Manners of the 
Tlaſcallans; Cortes reſolves to go to 
Mexico, and the Tlaſcallans to ſtand by 
him ; James de Ordas looks into a burn- 
ing Mountain, 


ORTE being come into Tlaſcala, and re- 
Ne ceiv d as has been ſaid, to pleaſe Maxiſcat- 
Lin, remov'd into his Quarter of the Town, 
call'd Ocoteculco, where a Market was kept 


| every Week; and ſixty thouſand Perſons met to fell, 


or barter, for they knew not what Money was, except 


= the Cacao, of which much will be faid in this 
ilto 


All Things proper for eating, cloathing, 


and 4 Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of Life were 
carry 'd thither ; as alſo Materials for Building. There 
vere Gold-Smiths, Feather-Men, Barbers, Baths, and 
as good Earthern Ware as in Spain. The four Lords 
that govern'd the Commonwealth, and other great Men 
went thither to diſcourſe Cortes, and intreat him to 
{acquaint them with his Intentions, promiſing to be ſub- 


„(ent to him in whatſoever he ſhould propoſe. 


Your Il, Pp Cortes 
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Cortes, by his Interpreters, gaye them to underſtand, 
that he was come in the firſt Place to inſtruct them in 
the Chriſtian Religion, to aboliſh Idolatry, and to 
aſſiſt them againſt all their Enemies, and particularly 
Motex uma. Maxiſcatzin, then reply d, in Defence of 
their Gods, and Cortes rejoin'd, ſtill preſſing them to 
renounce their Idols, and embrace Chriſtianity; 
whereupon thoſe Noblemen ſtood mute for a while, 
not knowing what to ſay ; but Cortes, by the Advice 
of F. Bartholomew de Olmedo, and ſome of his Offi- 


cers, thought fir not to urge the Point of Religion any | 


farther at that Time, they promiſing not to eat any 
more human Fleſh ; yet they all return'd to it, 2 
ſoon as he was out of the Way. 8 

THe Spirit of God beginning to operate among the 
Flaſcallans, ſome of them comply'd with Cortes; but 


others ſaid, that ſince they had given him their Hearts, 


being the beſt Part of them, they begg'd of him not 
to compel them to provoke their Gods, and alarm the 
People. who muſt be conſulted about an Affair of that 
Conſequence. He finding it convenient to give them 
farther: Fime to conſider, faid, he would provide 
Miniſters of the Chriſtian, Religion, to convince them 
more fully of their Blindneſs, and did not queſtion 
but that they would return him Thanks for that Kind- 
neſs; however in the mean Time he defir'd they would 
1 him a Chapel in that Temple, where hie then 
reſided, to offer Sacrifice after his Manner to God, 
and that they would come to ſee it. They conſented, 
a Chapel was fitted, where Maſs was ſaid, and many of 
the prime Tlaſcallans went to ſee it, admiring what they 
ſaw, and being very attentive, whereupon ſome of 
them liking, ſtay d with them. Maxiſcatæin was moſt 
remarkable in his Friendſhip for Cortes, keeping always 
about him, for it is likely that God mov'd his Heart: 
Wit: his Conſent Cortes erected a great Croſs in the 
s. 3b 3 2 * Court 


t 
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Court of the Temple, and ſome ſay he did the like in 
other Places; but it is certain that was a very great 
one. When it was ſet up, many Indians of Credit 
ſaid, they ſaw a Light from Heaven deſcend upon it 
in the Night, like a white Cloud, which continu'd 
three or four Years, till all the Country was entirely 
ſubdu'd. Before the coming of the Spaniards, they 
had often ſeen that white Cloud like a Pillar, frequent- 
ly appearing to the Eaſtward, in the Morning, before 
t 


the Sun was up. Others affirm'd, that it was like a 
= Whirlwind riſing in the Shape of a Bag from the top 


of the Mountain of Tlaſcala, and aſcerding up to 
Heaven, and when they ſaw it deſcend upon the Croſs, 
they concluded it to have been a Preſage of the coming 
of the new People; for which Reaſon the Natives 
paid much Reſpect to the Croſs ; and this was a Mos 
tive that induc'd many to believe what Cortes ſaid. 


Others in a Conſternation, calling to Mind the paſt 
Confuſions and Frights, when that Pillar appear d, and 

the Lamentations of the Inhabitants, knew not which 
way to turn themſelves. Some alſo, being more hard- 


hed, with their Prieſts; and in much Affliction, en- 
deavour'd to be inform'd by Soothfſayers and Sorcerers 


of the meaning of that unuſual Appearance, and whe- 


ther thoſe Syaniards were immortal Sons of God, or 
Enchanters. | 55 
Ar Mexico, in the Year 1517, part of the God 
Vitriliputælis Temple wes burnt, without any Body 
ſetting Fire to it, nor could it be quench'd with Water, 
which rather made the Flame the fiercer. Another 


| Time, a ſmall Rain falling, without ny Thunder, 


a Flaſh of Lightning ſtruck the Templo/of Tzoumolco ; 
and they ſaw Comets in the Air in broad Day, the Sun 
ſhining, running by three and three from the Weſt to 


| the Eaſt, with ſuch Force, that the Sparks flew from 


them, which occaſion'd a great Conſternation, and 
P p 2 many 


Iu. * oF 


” 2 4 4 PS 
_ * 4 - T4 4 Cl 
= 4 Ze — . SE "= - 4 — 3 — 2 —— - 
CY Ap — - * "TIF ? = = as — 3 - 2 ** 4 42 = — 4 — — 
b= IS = Ja . * 4 4 = — * & N 4 — — =r 4% * 
r - — % A PS — * — z — 
12 pg ES 4 * — n ET —_ = _ _ 


— = > 8 2 » 


n 


Y / 
8 Ss. * S 5 > $ 
E — —— GA 


4 i OT; 


— — = 

wo . 
* — 
e 


292 The HisTory of America. 
many Cries in that City, and the Parts adjacent. The 
Lake of Mexico rag d without any Wind, riſing and 
foaming up in fuch Manner, that it wafh'd above 
half the Houſes in the City, and ſome were born 
down. Two Men were ſeveral Times ſeen united in 
one Body, and other Times Bodies with two Heads, 
which were carry'd to Motexuma's black Palace: All 
that hapned at Mexico was known at Tlaſcala, and 
perplex'd them no leſs, than what me ſaw with their 
own Eyes. Before we proceed any farther it will be 


fir briefly to add ſomething of the Religious Rite, 


Manners, and Policy of theſe People. 
Tusk Men who during their Paganiſm were ſo 
religious, had ſome Knowledge that there was one God 
above all the other Gods; that there was an Eternity; 
that there was a future Puniſhment ; that there were 
Angels, and nine Heavens. They did not conceive 
That the World was round, but ſuppos'd it to be flat 
They believ'd that the Sun and Moon ſlept when they 
were ſet, that they were Man and Wife, and that the 
Stars were ſubſervient to them. They call'd Fire the 
God of Old Age, painting him very old. They 
thought the World had not been created, but form'd 
by Chance, and that the Heavens had no Beginning, 
They were not acquainted with the four Elements, nor 
their Operations; and it was their Opinion, that the 
World had been twice deſtroy'd ; once by Floods and 
Tempeſts, when the Earth had been turn'd topſy tur- 
vy, and that the Men who then liv'd were Giants 
whoſe Bones were found in the Clefts. , That the 
other End of the World had been by Wind 
and Hurracanes, and that ſome People who eſcap'd, 
lying hid on the Mountains, were turn'd into Mon- 
| keys, and having loſt the Uſe of Reaſon, they knew 
not how to ſpeak. That the World is to end by 
Fire, the Earth opening and ſwallowing up Men, 1 
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the reſt being burnt. It was their Opinion, that the 


Gods were to be invok'd upon all Occaſions, becauſe 
nothing was done without their Will. The Variety 
of their Gods and Goddeſſes was very great, the chief 
of them being the Goddeſs of Lovers, who, they 
faid, liv'd above the Air, and the nine Heavens, in 


very delightful Places, and attended by many Women 


like Goddeſſes, Dwarfs, crooked Perſons, Jeſters, and 
Buffoons, that diverted her with Muſick and Dan- 


= cing. That thoſe People went on Meſſages to the 
= Gods ſhe was fond of; that their Buſineſs was ſpin- 


ning and weaving ſingular Curioſities, and they painted 


her very beautiful. Her Feſtival was celebrated yearly, 


and ſhe had a ſumptuous Temple, which was much 
reſorted to. There was another Goddeſs of the Sorce- 
rers, and Soothſayers; another of Covetouſneſs and 
Avarice, and to perpetuate the Memory of thoſe Gods 
and Goddeſſes, they gave their Names to Mountains, 
which continue to this very Day. When there was 
any Want of Rain they faſted, did Penance, and made 
Proceſſions, and Holoc was their God of the Waters, 
Thunder and Lightning. A great Temple was dedi- 
cated to him, in which two Feſtivals were kept yearly, 
and their Prayers were very fervent. Their Religion 
differ'd little from that of the Mexicans, which ſhall 
alſo be ſpoken of 1n its Place. | 

THE World was by them divided into four Parts; 


Y and the Year was ſettled by the Sun and the Moon, 
with 1ntercalary Days to make it out. The Months 


were computed by twenty Days of the Moon, and 
twenty Moons made a Year. Their Week conſiſted 
of thirteen Days, but there were great and little Weeks. 
Their Feſtivals were diſtributed throughout the Year, 
and all the Ceremonies eſtabliſn d that were to be ob- 
ſerv'd on each of them. It was their Opinion, that 
the Provinces of Neu- Spain had not been 
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| tbove four hundred Years, of which Time they gave 
a very Account, but nothing beyond it. In this 
City of Tlaſcala was a Spring, held in great Venerati- 
on, to which they carry'd new born Children to be 
bath'd, in the Nature of Baptiſm, which they thought 
deliverd them from Misfortunes, and there they offer'd 
Flowers, Perfumes, and facrificd Men. They were 
great Conjurers, Wizards, Soothſayers, and Diviners ; 
us'd to caſt Lots, and believ'd in Dreams and Prodi- 
gies. They ſaw ſtrange Apparitions of the Devil in 


the Shape of a Lion, Tiger, or other borrow” dB ody, 


and he would talk to them, and was known by having 
no Shadow, no ſmall Bones in the Joints, neither 
Eyebrows, nor Eyelids, his Eyes round, without 
Balls, or White. They praQtis'd Abſtinences, Faſts, 
Penances, Pilgrimages, and going certain Stations. 
Their Temples were pyramidal, with Steps going up 


to the Top, where was one or two little Chapels, and 


before them large Stone Columns, with Fires and Per- 
fumes on them Day and Night. The Temples were 
ſerv'd by ſuch as engag'd to do it during their Lives, 
and ſome for a ſer Time; who were maintain d by the 
Firſt-Fruits, and Offerings of what the Earth pro- 
duc'd. They were very exact in the Service of the 
Temples, od the greateſt Sacrifice was of Men, and 
Dogs, ſo that there were Shambles of Dogs facrific'd; 
but the prime Sacrifice of all was that of the firſt Pri- 
ſoner taken in War. One who had been a Prieſt, and 


was converted, ſaid, that when they tore out the 


Heart of the wretched Perſon facrific'd, it did beat fo 
{trongly, that he took it up from the Ground three 
or four times, till it cool'd by Degrees, and then he 
threw the Body ſtill moving down the Steps. To 
know whether the Devil conſented to what they 
ask'd, they offer'd him ſomething like pounded 
Henbane, an Herb reckon'd of great Virtues for Di- 
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ſtempers, which they plac'd. on certain Veſſels on the 
Altar; when the Prieſts came to fee thoſe Veſſels, and 
found the Prints of Eagle's Feet in them, they de- 
car'd the fame to the People, and then they joyfully 

the Solemnity with Trumpets, Drums, Horns, 


and other Inſtruments, the Multitude celebrating that 


Token given them by the Devi When a Dearth 
hapned, they appointed a general Aſſembly on ſome 
known Mountains at a certain Day, carrying their 
Bows, Arrows, and Nets, and two or three thoufand 
Indians went about killing Deer, wild Boars, and other 
Beaſts. They ripp'd one open, and if they found in 
it any green Grafs, or any Grain of Corn grown, 
they faid the Year would be plentiful, and rejoyc d. 
but if the Graſs was wither'd, they were melancholy, 
and there the Devil ſpoke to them in ſtrange Shapes, 
and diſcover d many things. | 


Tux had ſuch Temples as have been deſcrib'd on 


the high Mountains. The Prieſts wore Miters, with 
Tiras, or ornamental Circles about them, and were 
wont to ſet them on ſome of their Idols. They alſo 
us d Featherwork to adorn their Tabernacles, and had 
Curtains before them ; always keeping Fires within the 
Temples, and great Lights on two Columns on the 
Sides of 'the Altars, excepring only five Days, which 


| they cal d unlucky, when there was no Fire, after 


which 'they made new Fire with Sticks. They ſung 


: Lamentations, and melancholy Songs, having Prophe- 
! cles of the End of the World, which they ſung in 


diſmal Tones ; and prefiey'd the Memory of their 


the firſt of our religious Men that went thither caus'd 


| to be burnt, out of a Chriſtian Zeal, ſuppoſing them 

to have been Idolatrous. In facrificing of Men they 

were very inhuman, for the Advantage of the Fleſh, 

| tho” they did not eat any but that of Enemies; a 
N ey "oy" ey 7 e 5 Cuſtom f 
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Fil Cuſtom which had not been long in uſe among them, | t 
| proceeding from their violent Averſion, by way of Re- 
Wl venge on them, till it grew up to be cuſtomary to de- 
Wil: vour one another, ſo that there were publick Shambles 27 
% of human Fleſh. The antienteſt among them, ſaid, ) 
[i that Practice firſt came from the Province of Chalco, Wt © 
0 as did their Idolatry, and their drawing Blood from - 

. their own Bodies, to offer it to their Gods. They # 
0 drew it from their Tongues, and from their Eyelids, n 
VR for having look d, or ſpoken ; from their Arms for having b 
Wh been ouilty of Sloth; from their Thighs, Legs, Ears, de 
and Noſtrils, anſwerable to the Offences they had com- \ 
| | mitted ; and fold new born Babes, and Infants of two ſe 
| Years of Age, to pay their Vows, and offer them in 23" 
0 the Temples, and facrifice them for obtaining their 1 0 
. Deſires. Moſt of the People were of a poor Capaci- 5 
* ty, weak of Body, of mean Thoughts, puſilanimous,. 
. unſteady, and unſit for any Thing that is great. R 
if They were to be corrected, and led by fair Means. 
1% They avoided not any contagious Diſtempers, but ſuf- 
70 ſer d themſelves to dye like Beaſts; did eat little, and IF? 
3. could live upon very flight Food. Notwithſtanding, I 
if they ſoon learnt any thing they. were taught; thought ! 
* it no Shame to give one another the lie; were naturally | f 
11 vain-glorious, jealous, OMA when alone and cruel; | 
WT in Company with the Spaniards bold, and daring, and I p 7 
V4 he that was found in a lie, dy'd for it. Their Dealers 0 
"a were ſincere, kept their Words, and look'd upon it as dr. 
ir diſhonourable to ſell their Houſes, or to borrow. "They 1 
. honour'd old Men, and puniſh'd Thieves and Adu We. 
(Fg rerers. The Sons of the Prime Men that prov'd un- WR... 
175 dutiſul to their Parents, were either ſtrangled, or ſent = 
No to the Frontiers, or plac'd on the Front of Battles, We - 

14 that they might be kill d. Other Men alſo condemn'd 


for Crimes were ſent to the Frontiers. Traitors, and 
all their Relations within the ſeventh Degree were put 
1 | ä 
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to Death, and Cowards were deſpis d. Sodomy was 


* They own'd their Original was the ſame as that of the 


None were allow'd to drink ſtrong Liquor but an- 
dent Men, or on great Solemnities, or ſuch as had ſerv'd 
Io longs to be exempt from going to War, Salt and 
Cotton were ſcarce, being all brought from abroad; 

vor had they any Cacao, Gold, Feathers, or Balſam, 
„but what they gain'd in War, or was privately impor- 
eed by Merchants. They were much a Qed to 
* IF Muſick, Dancing and Singing, rich Cloaths, and 
3 ſewels, and the Women went to their Solemnities in 
. very gay Apparel. Tennis was us d among them, yet 
1 only by great Perſons, and they had Games like Dice, 
„ hich they call d Paro, beſides many other Sorts of 
- Direrſion. : | $4 
. Conrovs Bowers, Baths, and Fountains were in 
„ equeſt, and they kept Jn Dwarfs, and little 


ny Women, and Mcotencatl had five hundred, tho they 
marry'd only one, or two. It was not allow'd to mat+ 
L 1 Siſter, Mother, Aunt, or Mother-in-Law ; but 
their Weddings were very coſtly, all the Kindred of- 
ſering at them; the Bridegroom's Relations gave the 
ECloaths, and Moveables for the Bride, 3 Men 
| Ind Women Slaves, Thread, Cotton, Cheſts and Mats; 


- ind the Bride's Kindred gave Things proper for the 
ey Erdegroom, fo that they were furniſh'd for q long 
ed Time. Beſides they made great Entertainments of 
15 Fowl, Veniſon, and other Diſhes, and theſe Treats, 
. [ith Games, Dancing, and other Diverſions, laſted 
we cording to the Quality of the new marry'd Couple, 
54 L uch like Ceremonies were obſerv'd when a Woman 
4 F3s brought to Bed; the new born Infants were 
" [it'd in cold Water, as were the Women as ſoon as 
I > a 


# puniſh'd with Death, tho practis d in other Provinces. 


Z Mexicays, Drunkenneſs was prohibited, but in vain. 


crooked Perſons ; valuing themſelves upon having ma- 
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deliver'd; and tho' they had ſo many Women, they 
would have them live modeſtly. It hapned, that 3 
Son of Acotencarl fell in Love with a beautiful young 
Girl, he ask'd her of her Friends, took her Home, 


and the was kept as one of the reſt. That Creature 
being an Hermophrodite, ſome Time after had to do 


with ſeveral of the other Women, and in a Year; 
Time whilſt his Maſter was abſent got twenty of 
them with Child. The Women were not ;put to 
Death, becauſe the Maſter had plac'd the Hermophro- 
dite among them, but they wereturn'd off, which wa 
a great Diſgrace. The wretched Hermophrodite ws 
carry'd to the Place for ſacrificing of MalefaQors, the 
Crime he had committed againſt his Lord, Maſter, 
and Husband prochim'd, and being ſtripp'd naked, 
they cut open his left Breaſt with a ſharp Flint, and 
ſo let him go where he would, and thus he went bleeding, 
and the Boys throwing Stones at him, about a Quar- 
ter of a League, and then fell down dead. The two 
principal Wives were honour'd, and reſpected by tix 
others, and commanded, and ſent them well dreſs'dto 
lye with their Husbands, when they deſir'd it. Ther 
were ſeveral Ways of talking among them; ſome wer: 
profeſs d Orators, ſome ſpoke Gibriſh, others had 
pleaſant Tales to make People laugh, and in the Aer. 
can Language there were Proverbs, and Riddles. The 
Sons of great Men had Tutors to inſtru@ them. 
Ir is remarkable that all the Natives both of North 
and South America are of the ſame Temper, and 
Diſpoſition, becauſe, according to the moſt probabk 


Opinion, they all had the ſame Original, as had tho 
of the Iſlands, whither they paſs'd over from the Cor 
tinent of Florida; but they differ d much in the 
Rites and Cuſtoms, and accordingly thoſe of Meru 
ſhall be ſpoken off in their Place. At Teſcala the 


had à common Goal for Malefators, and Judges . 
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: Þ by them according to their Laws, and Ufages. An 
Hdian ſtole a ſmall Quantity of Gold from a Spaniard, 
2 © Maxiſtatzin being inform'd of it, ſuch ſtrict Search 
re vas made, that they ns him from Chulula, and de- 


beer 'd him to Cortes, who taking no notice of him, 
be was carry*d to the Market, and being ſet on a Scaf- 


nals were given from the Temples with Horns, and 

Comets, at Midnight, Non, Break of Day, Night- 

fall, and other fours. When the Building of a 
| Houſe was finiſh'd, they made much Rejoycing with 
| Dances, that the God of Houſes might be favourable 
do them; and the fame when they made their new Li- 
2 quors, that no Difaſters might beſal them; and fo no- 
© thing was done without calling upon their Gods. 


Was 
the 
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ing, Tbis Province of Traſcala was very populous, becauſe 
ur: it was reſarted to from others, to be freed. from the Sla- 


two very they were under to their Kings, and Lords, and 
the all that rebell'd took Shelter there. They wore a 
deo Sort of cloſe Jerkins without Sleeves, or Neckbands, 
Ther baving only a Hole for the Head to paſs through, 
wert which ſcarce reach'd down to their Knees, and over 
ha that a Mantle curiouſly wrought with Figures, and of 
Mex Rt feveral Colours. Thoſe that could not attain to Cot- 
Tue ton, were cloath'd with an Herb call d Aaguey); a 
Name us'd in the Iſland Hiſpaniola, but its proper 
North Name was Merl, like a Thiſtle, having large Stems, 
r, * with very ſharp Prickles at the End, each Stem being 
ro 
d rhok ; the Hurds ſerving to make Buskins, and Cords, and 
e Coche Stalks to burn, and cover Houſes. This Herb 
n tha Bi yields a good Sort of Honey, and they make of it 
Meru Wine, or Liquor to drink, and Vinegar ; alſo Paper, 
la the like our brown Paper, which the Natives us'd for their 
ages b Characters. The Heart or Pulp of it is ſweet, plea- 
uf ant, and wholſome, and of it they make a good Pre- 


Qqz ſerves 


fold, his Brains were knock'd out with a Club. Sig- 


above two Spans broad, from which they draw Thread, 
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ſerve. The Stems roaſted yield a Balſam for Wound, 


and ſtrange Cures have been wrought. with it. In 


caſe of Need thoſe very Stems may be writ on, ad 
the Prickle ſerves inſtead of a Pen. It yields no Fruit 
till paſt ten Years ſtanding, and laſts till twenty. No 
mean Perſon wore Cotton Garments, with Fringe, 
Trimining, or Fulneſs, but ſingle, plain, and ſhon, 
without any Edging, fo that every Man was known 
by his Garb. The Lords, or Caziques, which Nam 
was carry'd over from the Iſland Hiſpaniola, were adord 
by their Subjects, who ſpoke to them in moſt humbe 
Manner. When they diſcours d them, they crouch 
on their Hams, without fitting down on the Ground! 
or lifting up their Eyes to look upon the Lord, « 
ſpitting, or any Motion, and at taking Leave they 
Hood up, hanging down the Head, retiring backward, 
without turning their Backs. The Tribute they pad 


Vas of the Product of the Earth; and the poorel '£ 


Perſon, who had nothing elſe, gave Lice, and ſom 
fay, little Worms, but moſt ſay they were Lic. 
This was chiefly us!d in the Province of Mechoaca 


for King Cazon&in, order'd that none ſhould be exenyt 
from paying Tribute, tho' it were but in Lice. They 
loaded themſelves like Beaſts, and ſerv'd their Lord 
perſonally, without any other Intereſt than being ur 
der their Protection, and therefore they call'd them- 
ſelves their Slaves. Ts _ | 

| Trax Nobility was highly reſpected, and ther 
were among them ſettled Families that had very goot 


Eſtates. Sixty Lords of Vaſſals liv'd in the City, iſ 


f — W 8 ET 
e 


very fine Palaces, and though a Nobleman were ere 
ſo poor lie practisd no mechanick Employment. They 


had a ſort of Ceremony of making Knights in te; 


Temples, after having faſted ſixty Days, and tha N 
1 much upon that Feſtival, none being admitted u 


is Honour but ſuch as had gain'd ſcmerhing in Wa 
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and they had Targets, and for their Defence made uſe 
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or perform'd ſome notable Exploit, or given Ad- 
3 the Publick; and 5 AI ow. une 
much Wealth were ennobled. Thoſe Gentlemen 
ſerv'd the Commonwealth, and were honour d and re- 
ſpected. Wen they went to War, a General was ap- 
pointed ; the Standard of the Republick was carry d 
in the Rear; when the Fight was over they fix it 
where all might ſee ir, and puniſh'd any that did not 
reſort to it. They carry d two Arrows to their Wars, 


as Relicks of the firſt Founders of their City; one of 


them they ſhot at their Enemies, if it killd or wound- 
ed any Body, that was a Token of Victory, if not of 
Loſs, but come what would, that Arrow was to be 
recover d. They obſerv'd ſome fort of Order in their 
Battles, attacking and retiring ſeaſonably. One Bat- 
tallion advanc'd againſt another, engag'd with much 


Fury, and puſh'd on, or gave way, as their Strength 


would permit, and ſo others went on one after ano- 
ther, till the whole Armies engag'd ; thoſe Batallions 
march d not in Rank and File, but cloſe crowded to- 
ther. When they perceiv d any Signs of Victory 
ey proclaim'd it, calling upon their Gods, follow- 


ing the Purſuit, taking as many as they could, which 


was their chiefeſt Booty. They us'd Ambuſhes, and 


other martial Stratagems; when Towns did not Sur- 


render immediately, they plunder'd and deſtroy d them. 


In Fight they gave great Shouts, ſounding Horns and 
wooden Trumpets, Dancing and Singing, and encou- 
raging one another. The firſt Weapons they us d 
were Bows and Arrows, which alſo ſerv'd them to 
hunt, and maintain themſelves. They had Slings, 


and Darts, hardned in the Fire, above half a Yard 
$ long, which they caſt with Leather Thongs in a very 


violent-manner, the Points of them arm'd with Fiſh 
Bones, or Copper, or Flint, as were their Arrows; 
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of Ditches; and Trenches ; Tfook'd out for wo 


Places, drove Stakes with ſharp Points above, an 
cover'd them with Earth; poiſon'd the Waters of Ri- 


vers and Springs; * naked, and painted with 


variety of Colours. The richer Sort us d Armour 
ſtuff d with Cotton, and had their Devices of wild 
Beaſts, Tygers, Lyons, Bears, Eagles, and others a- 
dorn'd with Gold, and Feathers of curious Colours, 
artificially wrought. The Commanders wha return d 
Victorious were receiv'd in triumphant manner, the 


Conquer'd marching before them: When any Truce 


was concluded between Mexico and Flaſcala, the Mexi- 
cans {ent the Tlaſcallaus rich Preſents; of fuch Thing 
as they wanted, without ac N People, a0 
2 . ſaluted one another, obferving Decency: 
Eighteen Years before the Arrival of the Spaniard; 
the Mexicam thinking to fubdue the Tlaſcallaus, began 
the War with all their Power, and privately propos'd 
to the Otomies, to give them great Rewards if they 
world ftand Neuters; when the 7Ta/tallazs were en- 
gag d; but they would not confent, and fo the War 
was carry'd on with much Fury, taking Priſoners af 
both ſide, and putting the chief Men into Cages. 
Some have fancy'd that Motexuma could have ſubchrd 
that Province, and did it not for ſome Reafons that 
ſhall be mention'd hereafter. Or nn 
Trex: remains nothing to be faid of the Tlaſtal- 
lans, but what relates to the Dead. The Indians in 
general were very fond of making Songs of their Acti- 
ons, ſung calamirous Accidents in Eeguck Verſe, 
and wept at Funerals, eating and drinking at the dead 
Perſon's Houfe: When a great Man dy'd, they plac'd 
him ſitting on a Bier very finely dreſs d, and adorn'd, 
or if he was a King the fame was done, having his 
Diadem on his Head, and thus he was carry'd by the 
prime Perfons, his Wives and Children lamenting, — 
| others 
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others proclaiming his notable Exploits. If tho Body 
was burnt, thoſe Wives he had lov'd beſt, caſt them- 
ſelves into the Fire with it, as did ſome Men and Wo- 
men Slaves, who were ſaid to go attend them in the 
other World. If they had any Dwarfs, or deformed 
Perſons among them, thoſe alſo were burnt, with much 
Gold, Feather Work, Cloathing, and Proviſions, to 
ſerve them by the Way till they came to the Place of 
Joy and Relidence of their Gods; for they believ d 
there was a future Reward for the Good, and a Place 
of Puniſhment for the Wicked. If the Body was 
bury'd in arch'd Sepulchres they us d, then the ſame 
Perſons were alſo bury' d with it alive. EE 
Cortes being fatisfy*d that his Friendſhip with the 
Tlaſcallans was eſtabliſh'd, propos d his Journey to 
Mexico, and though they repreſented to him the Power 
of Mote⁊ uma, the Strength of the City, the Danger 
he was running into among the Culias, who they ſaid 
were given to Change, and Faithleſs, as alſo their 
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would make War, or to bear him Company, if, as he 
f 


Multitude; in Concluſion, to pleaſe him, they con- . 
ſented to all he ſaid, and offer'd to aſſiſt him, if he % 
ec WE faid, he only deſign'd to viſit Motezwme. Accord- bf 
. © ingly, they immediately began to appoint Commanders, i 
1 | raiſe Men, and hy up Proviſions. The Fame of the 1 
t Alliance between 4 Spaniards and the T laſcallans being "1 


7 fpread Abroad, put all the Country into a Conſterna- 
J. tion, and eſpecially Adorezwma, who was ſtill reſolv d 
n © obſtru& Cortess coming to Mexico, though at the 
ji. ©: fame Time, in order to draw him from Tlaſcala, he 
e mojo his removing to Chulula, where he would be 
d better entertain d. The T {aſcallans earneſtly opposd 
4 tt, and zealouſly offer'd fifty thouſand Men to attend 
d, bim; becauſe the People of Chulula, after having been 
us long at Peace with them, being corrupted by Adorezu-  — 
de wa, had in a Battle they had with the Mexicans, in 

nd | Mu, 7 TTT... „„ OE CET which 
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which the Tlaſcallaus led the Van, fallen in upon their 
Rear, and kill'd many of them; ſince which time 
they had been Enemies. The Tlaſcallans advigd Cortes 
to conſider, that the Chulullaus ſaid, they did not fear 
him, becauſe their God Qwzerzalcoarl was ſo powerful, 
that he would deſtroy his Men with Fire from Hea- 
ven, or drown them with Water; that the Tlaſcal- 
lazs might go with them, who like baſe Cowards, 
had ſo ſoon ſubmitted to a ſtrange Nation, and there- 
fore deſery'd to be ſeverely puniſh'd ; that they were 
a degenerate People, having loſt the Reputation of the 
immortal Renown of the Chichimecas, who firſt inha- 
bited that Country; that they might come like vain 
mad Men as they were, and ſhould be ſoon ſenſible of 
the Omnipotency of their. God Quetzalcoarl, who 
would ſend Streams of Water out of his Temple to 
conſume them and the Spaniards. Nor were the Tlaſ- 
callans a little afraid that the ſame would fall out as thoſe 
People faid. 5 

NINE Sons of the prime Men of the Quarter of 
Ocotelulco were appointed Commanders of the Troops 
that were to attend Cortes from thence, whoſe Device 
was a green Bird on a Rock. The other Quarters no- 
minated thirteen Commanders, and the Arms of the 
Quarter of Quiyahuitælan were, a Plume of green Fea- 
thers, in the manner of an Umbrella, and half a Fan; 
thoſe of the Quarter of Tirzatla were, a white Heron 
on a Rock; and thoſe of the Ward of Tepeticpac, a 
ravenous Wolf on Rocks, holding a Bow and Arrows. 
The ſeveral Commanders had alſo their peculjar Co- 
lours, and all were very gay, and with Plumes of Fea- 
thers after their manner. Certain it is, that the 74, 
callans were very dubious of the Event of that Jout- 
ney, being apprehenſive of the Chulullaus, and bearing 
much Reſpect to their City, for as much as it was a 
Place of great Devotion, and reputed Sanctity __ 
* in Fa. ; them. 
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them. Cortes, by the Advice of the Lords of the four 
preꝛt Wards of Tlaſcala, ſent to call thoſe that govern'd 
at Chulula to him. The Tlaſcallan Meſſengers bid 
them to go at the Command of Corres, otherwiſe they 
would be deſtroy'd by the fiery Engines, by the 
ferce Creatures, /atid white dreadful Weapons, and. by 
the furious Lyons, ſo they calld the Dogs. The Chu- 
lan ori the one Hand excus d themſelves, , alledging, 
that they were Sick, and at the ſame Time flead the 
Face of Patlabuatzin, a Man of Quality, and his Arms 
far as his Elbows, and cut off his Hands, of which 
he dy'd; as Garnargo, in his Hiftory of Tlaſcala aſſerts; 
und that the Tlaſcallaus to this Day keep up the Me- 
mory of this Fact in their Songs, where they ſay, that 
Bentleman was the Chief of the Embaſſy: Others 
ey, that Jerome de Aguilar went with them, to en- 
Heavour to bring the Chnlullan to reaſon; ard that they 
Peper d to Cortes, to ſhow their Submiſſion. The 
IJ ſcalars were much provok'd by this Cruelty, look- 
ng upon it as a great Affront, begging of Cortes, that 
e would give them Leave to take their Revenge; 
put he promiſing to do it himſelf, and giving them 
Food Words, they reſted ſatisfy d., The Chulullan 
bat came to Cortes were three of the Council, who 
d been ſhut up in a Cage by the other three, for 
Nauing advis'd to admit of the Alliance of the Spani- 
4, and they having broke out of the Cage, by the 
ep of their Friends, went away to Corte. 
Eicur Leagues from the City of Tlaſcala is the 
Mountain calbd Popocatepec, the Top whereof always 


, 


2 ed, and whilſt the Spaniards were at Tlaſcala, and 


br ſome Time after, it caſt out more Fire than uſual, 


p the great Aſtoniſhment of the Natives. James de 
Drda took a Fancy to ſee that Wonder, for till then 
N a ſtrange Thing to the Spaniards, and the Indians 
Wirm'd, that no Mortal had. ever been at the Top of 
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that Mountain. Cortes, to ſhow the Indians that the 
Spaniards made ſmall Account of what they thought 
impracticable, was well pleas d that Ordas ſhould 90 
upon that Action. He took with him ſome Spaniard 
and a few Indians for Guides, who ſtopp'd at a certain 
Diſtance, and Ordas advancing, they heard the dre. 
ful Noiſe there was within, felt the Earth quake, and 
arriv'd at the Place to which the Fire and Stones al 
out of the Mountains reach'd, the great Quantity of 
Aſhes choaking up the Way. Theſe Things makiq 
fome uneaſy, and being very weary with going uy, 
they would willingly have turn'd back; but Orus 
telling them it was a Shame for Spaniards who had un- 
dertaken any thing, not to go through with it, tho 
at the Expence of their Lives, they advanc'd cours 
giouſly, making their way ahedagh the Aſhes ; and 
arriving at length at the Top, through a thick Smot 
for ſome Time view'd the Mouth, which ſeem'd u 
them to be round, and above a Quarter of a League i 
Compaſs; with a deep Cavity, within the which th 
Fire rag'd as it does in a Glaſs-houſe. From that E. 
minence appear d the great City of Mexico, ſeated i 
its Lake, and the other noted Towns about it. Na 
being able to make any longer Stay, by reaſon of ti! 
exceſſive Heat, he return'd the fame Way he cant 
for the Benefit of the Track. This burning Mow 
tain was another Time view'd./by Audrem de Tai 
and afterwards by Montana and Meſa, as ſhall be mer 
tion'd in its Place. The Indians being afſtoniſh'd tia 
mortal Men ſhould do ſuch an Action, kiſs d tha 
Garments, believing that to be one of the Mouths 
Hell, here ſuch Lords as were Tyrants fuffer'd i 
their Sins, and afterwards went to reſt. The Spauai 
call d this Mountain Bolcar, becauſe it was like Au 
belo, or Mount Etna in Sicily.” It is fo high, that 
is ſeen at many Leagues diſtance, never without Snoſ 
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ind about it is the mo R populous: and fruitful 7" way in 
New" Spain. The neareſt Town is Gauaxocingo, lar 

J plentiful, and ſightly, 2 at the Bottom. This 

: Hill for ten Years togeth er caſt forth no Smoak, 4 
in 1540 began again with ſuch a prodigious Smoak 
nd Noiſe, as ſtruck a Terror for four Leagues about, 


= 


—y 


zo 

4; and the Aſhes that came from it flew as far as Guaxo- 
an cinoo, Quetlaxcop an, Tepeaca, Clulula, and Tlaſcala, 
ds 9 85 Plants, and Trees, and doing other Miſ- 
E hief, which put the neareſt Inhabitants into ſuch a 


Fright, that they had Thoughts of n the 
N . | 
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Cortes marches out of Tlaſcala, arrives af 


Chulula ; chaſtizes thoſe People for con 
ſpiting to deſiroy him; Motezuma in 
vites him to Mexico, but endeavours f 
deter him; he ſets out; 4 Mutiny anon 
bis Men; he uppeaſes it. 


D 272! 0 N E S being much preſs'd "= Matezuni 


23 Embaſſadors to depart out of Tlaſcala, tit) 
= always endeavouring to raiſe a Jealouſy | 
him of that Nation, and being willing u 
4 the Tlaſcallans of the great Dread they had concei i 
of t he” 1 of — * * * to remove to thi 
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Jaſt Place, after he had reſided twenty Days in 724 
cala, and been thoroughly 'inform'd of All that related 
to the City of Mexico, its Situation, and the Power 
of Motexuma, and his Empire; and having before his 
Departure concluded a Peace between G uaxocingo and 
Tlaſcala, obliging both Parties to reſtore all that had 
been taken during the War. He was attended at his 
Setting out by one hundred thouſand Men ; fliany be- 
ing much concern d at his going _ that Enterprize, 
believing he would be loſt, and others concluding that 
his Valour would extricate him from all Difficulties. 
An infinite Number of the common People flock'd to 
ſee the Spaniards march; the Fields were throng'd with 
Women and Children, who never thought they could 
gaze enough on thoſe People, admiring their Boldneſs 
in venturing to go to Mexico, whichto them was v 

amazing. In this Aſtoniſhment ſome of them cry'd, 
« Your great God protect you, and __ you Victo- 
« ry over thoſe our Enemies.” Others ſaid, “ It is 
c hut fit that the wicked Morezama feel the Effects of 
cc your Valour.” What they moſt admir'd was the 
ſmall Number of the Spaniards. Merchants went 
along with them to trade for Cotton, and Salt. The 
Chulullans , to whom the Interpreter Aguilar had pro- 
teſted, that Cortes would make War with them, unleſs 
they went to ſubmit themſelves to the King of Spain, 
being inform'd, that he was upon his March, with ſo 


reat an Army, ſent ſeveral great Men, who faid, they 
Fad not come before, becauſe rhe Tlaſcallaus their mor- 
tal Enemies were wicked, and falſe, whereas they them- 
Jelves were good and ſincere; and then they in ſolemn 
Manner declar'd themſelves Subjects of the Crown of 
Spain. They reach'd not the City that Day, to avoid 
entering by Night, tho' the Diſtance was but five or 
ſix Leagues; but encamp'd near a Brook, where the 
| Chnlullans pray'd Cortes not to permit the Tlaſcallaus ” 
/ I vr I E 
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do them any Harm. He ſeeing no Likely hood of any 
War, order'd them to return Home, taking his Leave 
of the Officers with much Courteſy and Affection, 
and preſenting them with ſuch Things as he had, in 
which Particulars he was yery obliging, and generous, 
He retain'd with him three thouſand 7laſcallars, under 
ſuch Commanders as were moſt affectionate to him; 
tho ſome ſay they were fix thouſand, and would not 
take a greater Number, to avoid rag himſelf into 
the Hands of a barbarous People, of whoſe Fidelit 

till then he had but little Tryal. The Tlaſcallans lac, 
thoſe People where he was going were faithleſs Traders, 


that he muſt be upon his Guard, becauſe they never 


kept Faith, and then as an Inſtance mention d how 
they had betray d them. They offer'd to go to Mexi- 
co, whenſoever they ſhould be call'd, and declar'd they 
would moſt willingly have proceeded with their whole 
Army, to ſee the Event of that Affair; but Cortes 


told them, he was very well fatisfy'd with thoſe he had, 


they being worth four Times as many, The next Day 
above ten thouſand Chulullans came out to meet him, 
in ſeveral Parcels, bringing Roſes, Flowers, Bread, 
Fowl, and Muſick. One Parcel of them came up to 
welcome Cortes, and then drew off in good Order, tq 
give Way for another; which was done becauſe that 
City being divided into fix large Wards, three of them 
were for Motexuma, and three were not. When they 
came to the City, which the Spaniards thought to be 
very like Valladolid, for its Situation, and Proſpect, 
all the reſt of the People came out, much ſurpriz d at 


the Shape, Mien, and Weapons of the Spariards, 


Their Prieſts advanc'd, in white Garments, like Sur- 
plices, their Arms naked, and Cotton Fringes about the 
Edges of their Robes. Some of them carry'd Idols 
in their Hands, and others burnt Perfumes; athers 
ſounded Hornets, beat Kettle Drums, and play d on 
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of Spain, but that in caſe he ſhould do ſo, they were 
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ſeveral Sorts of Muſick, all of them ſinging, and ſome 
perfuming the Spaniards. 

In this pompous Manner they enter d Chulula, and 


went to a Houſe, where they lodg'd all together in Safe- 
ty, and their /»dians with them, always upon their 


Guard, being for the preſent N ſupply d with 


Proviſions. A few Days aſter Cortes began to obſerve 


certain bad Signs, and was told, that ſome of the Streets 


were barricado d, and abundance of Stones laid on the 


Tops of the Houſes, to throw down; beſides that the 


Supplies of Proviſions grew ſhorter, the great Men, 

and Commanders of the City ſeldom viſited him, and 
Mote uma s Embaſſadors ſtarted Objections againſt his 
going to Mexico, with more Boldneſs than before. Nor 


was this all, for the Chulullaus, by Order of the Mei- 


can Embaſſadors, had preſum'd to tell him, that there 
were Alligators, Tygers, and other fierce Creatures 
where Mote uma was, the which, if he order'd them 
to be turn'd looſe, would devour the Spaniards; to 
which he anſwer'd, He could not believe that ſuch a 
Prince as he would put any Affront upon thoſe. that 
came to viſit him from ſo great a Monarch as the King 
to underſtand that thoſe ſavage Animals did not hurt 
the Spaniards. Theſe Things made him revolve with 
himſelf, how he ſhould ſubdue the People of Chulala, 
and proceed upon his Journey, before ſome freſh Obſta- 
cle occurr d. He was inform d that this Anſwer of his 
had been told to Motexuma, who had faid, that the 
Spaniards were able with their Weapons to deſtroy the 
herceſt Creatures; and hereupon he ſent other Meſſen- 
gers with a new Preſent, ſtill endeavouring to diſſwade 
the Journey to Mexico, and they finding Cortes poſitive 
upon performing it, promisd mighty Rewards to the 
Lords of the three Quarters of Chulula, if they would 
cut off the Spaniards, giving their Commander in —_ 
| a Gol 
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a Gold Drum from Aurea uma, and promiſi ng to aſſiſt 
him with thirty thouſand Men they had at Hand. 
That Commander undertook to perform the ſame, up- 
on Condition that the Mexicans ſhould not come into 


' the City, becauſe he fear d they would make themſelves 


Maſters of it. e 
To this Effect they agreed to barricade the Streets, 
and then pelt the Spaniards from the Tops of their 
Houſes, ſo that they might take and deliver them up 
bound, the thirty thouſand Meæicans being fo poſted; 
that without coming into the City they might take all 
the Spaniards that ſhould happen to eſcape out of it. 

For bs better managing of this Affair, they began to 
conyey away their Goods, and ſecure their Wives and 
Children, not on the Mountain, as Gomara ſays, be- 
cauſe there is none near Chulula. Whilft Cortes was 
thus uneaſy, and diſſatisfy d, obſerving how ill he was 
us'd, arina acquainted him, that a Lady of Quality, 
her particular Friend had told her, in private, that ha- 
ving taken a Kindneſs for her, ſince they had been ac- 
quainted, ſhe advis'd her, if ſhe would avoid being 
kilpd with the Spaniards, to ſtay with her, and ſhe 
would hide her in a Houſe, where ſhe thould be ſafe; 
becauſe the Mexicaus and the Chulullaus had agreed to 
deſtroy them, when they leaſt thought of it, or were 
marching away. Cortes, to loſe no Time, caugd two 
Perſons he obſerv'd to be very buſy, and were Prieſts, 
to be ſeiz d, who being examin'd aſunder, and threat: 
ned, confeſs'd the ſame that Marina had declar d. 
Hereupon he call'd to him the Prime Men and Prieſts, 
and bid them not to deal under hand, but if they had 
any thing to ſay to him, to ſpeak plain, like Men of 
Honour. They anſwer'd they were his Servants, that 
he might let them know it, when he deſign'd to de- 
part, and they would attend him arm'd, for fear of 
any Difference between him and the Mexicans. He 


told 
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told them, he would ſet our the hext Day, and there- 


and furniſh him with Proviſions. They ſmiFd at it, 
he charg'd them to perform it out of hand, becauſe he 
vas reſolv'd to be gone. He then calPd the Spari 

Officers, told them how thoſe Matters ſt od, and ask d 
their Advice, and they all leaving the Management to 
him, he ſaid he was refolv'd to make an Example of 


chat they might be the ſafer in Mexico. 

SE Taz next Day, the Chulullaus thinking they had a 
ſure Game to play, carry'd the Men that were to be 
Wloaded, with ſome Proviſions. But for as much as 
thoſe Þrdiars never us'd to undertake any conſiderable 
Enterprize without conſulting their Gods, they ſacri- 
: ficd ten Children of three Years .of Age, half Boys 


ing a War, and if it fell out unlucky, they laid the 
Fault on ſome Defect in the performing of that Offers 
Wing. Their Commanders poſted themſelves with as 
many of their Men as they could very unconcern'd, 
Wat the four Gates of the Quarters through which the 


paiards were to paſs out. Cortes, who omitted no- 
nd the TZ:{callars and Zempoalans to obſerve when t 
1 <a. was given by firing a Musket. When all 


Vulullaus, pretending, that he would take his Leave 
Wt them. Forty of them were admitted, and more 


„ ould have come, if they might; but the antienteſt 
1 f chem being wanting, he was ſent for. Cortes then 
tr the Preſence of the Mexican Embaſſadors, ſaid, He 
t ; ad lovd them as Friends, and they had hatred him as 


. 
f 5 


e Vor. II. 
d 9 


ſore order d they ſhould find Men to carry the Baggage, 


Whoſe People; which he thought the more neceſſary, 


and half Girls, being the uſual Sacrifice upon commen- 


hing that was conducing to his own Safety, had or- 
er'd his Men to be at Arms, the Horſe to be * 
E 


ings were to his Mind, he call'd in the principal 


n Enemy, as appear d by their Uſage, tho all his Men 
ad been orderly, and ä that they * 
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fir'd the Tlaſcallaus might not come into their Country, 
and he, to pleaſe them, had conſented to it, and that 
tho” he had advisd them to deal fairly with him, and 
to challenge him like brave Men, if they had any 
Thing againſt him, yet they had agreed with the 
Me xicans to deſtroy his Forces, thinking it would not 
de known, for which moſt heinous Offence he had re- 
ſolv'd to put them all to Death, and raze their City. 
They were for a while ſtruck dumb, and beſide them. 
| ſelves, and being a little recover'd, ſaid, “ This Man 


ce js like our Gods, who know all Things; it is in 


e vain to deny any Thing; And accordingly they 
confeſs'd, that all he ſaid was true. Then taking fourgr 
five of them afide, he ask d them, for what Reaſon 
they would have done fuch a wicked Deed. They 
anſwer d, That Mote uma was ſo averſe to his goi 
to Mexico, that his Embaſſadors, to obſtruct it, hn 
put them upon it. Cortes told the Embafſadors what 
the Chulullans ſaid; but at the ſame Time pretended not 
to believe Motex uma could be guilty of fo foul a De- 
ſign, and they endeavour d to excuſe themſelves. The 
Signal of firing a Musket being then given, tlie Spau- 
ards ſally d out, and meeting with little Oppoſition 
from the Inhabitants, tho' they were in Arms, killd 
almoſt fix thouſand of them, without touching Wo- 
men, or Children, for ſo they had been commanded; 
and fer fire to all the Houſes and Towers where any Re- 
ſiſtance was made. The Cries of the Indian on botli 
Sides were prodigious, and the Confuſion with the 
Fire and Slaughter not to be expreſs d. Many Gentle- 
men got up into the Tower of the great Temple, 
with the Prieſts, where they ſtood upon their Defence, 
doing ſome Harm. Their Lives were offer'd them if 
they would ſurrender ; only one of them comph d, 
and was well receiv'd; the reſt were all burnt. The 
Croſs-Bow Men ſhot thoſe that were got up 5 the 
18 | Top 
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Tops of the Trees in the Court of the Temple, and 

it was obſerv'd, that the Prieſts complain'd of their 
Gods for not defending them. A grear Part of the 
City was plunder'd 3 the Spaniards took the Gold, and 
Feather Work, tho' not much of it was found, and 
| their Indians had the Cotton and the Salt, which was 
a great Satisfaction to them. The News of what had 
| hapned was immediately carry'd to Tlaſcala, where the 
Lords of the Republick order'd their General Aicoten- 
cal to march with all Speed to the Aſſiſtance of their 
Friends, who ſoon came to offer their Service, and 
Cortes having returt᷑d Thanks, preſented the General, 
and other Officers, and ſent them back well pleas'd to 
Tlaſcala, where 1 was incredible for the conſidera- 
ble Booty taken from their Enemies, and no leſs for 
being free from the Fire from Heaven, and Tempeſts, 
with which the Chulullans threatned to deſtroy the 
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at WT ariards, and all their Adherents. 5 

ot THz Lords that were Priſoners, with Tears, intreat- 
Je- ed Corres to put a Stop to his Reſentment, ſince they 
he (WR were not ſo much to Blame for what had hapned as the 
- King of Mexico, and ro permit two of them to go 
on Wi ke what was become of the Multitude. He thereup- 


den order'd the Slaughter to ceaſe, and immediately ma- 
'o- ny ſtood up, who had lain on the Ground among the 
d; dead to avoid Death. So great was the Authority of 
Ne. the two Lords of the Commonwealth, whom Cortes 
th {permitted to go about the City, that the next Day it 
the was full of People, and as quiet as if nothing had hap- 
ned. He ſet at Liberty the other Lords and Gentle- 
men he had taken Priſoners, at the Requeſt of Maxiſ 

atzix, and other noted Perſons of Tlaſcala, and Guax- 


n if Neige, who had reſorted to him; telling them, they 
d, night be thankful that he did not entirely ſubvert the 
[he City, and put them all to the Sword, for ſo he was 
the {Wont to puniſh Traitors. He then propos d a Recone 


82 ciliation 
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ciliation between them and the Tlaſcallans, that they 
might be as they had been before they became Enemig 
through the Inſtigation of the King of Mexico, as hay 
been ſaid. By the Advice of Cortes they alſo made 
Choice of a new General, the former being dead, and 
that City was a Republick as well as Tlaſcala. Nen 
he order'd the Tlaſcallaus, and his other confederte 
Indians to clear the Court of the great Temple, and 
the neareſt Streets, of the dead Bodies, becauſe they (4 
began to ſtink. 2 | i 

Chulula was the principal Republick in all New. 
Spain, next to Tlaſcala, but the firſt of all in Point c 
Religion, wherein it ſurpaſs'd all the other India. 


It was a very populous City, ſeated in a delicious Plan, #* 


and conſiſting of twenty thouſand Houſes, befidess 
many more were ſcatter d abroad in the Nature d 
Farms, the many Towers of the Temples affording : 
beautiful Proſpect, ſome affirming that there are as mw Þ* 


ny Temples as there are Days in the Year, and fon (4 


of them having two Towers, they were reckon'd to #3 
be above four hundred; and it is atteſted by many, 
that above ſix thouſand Children of bath Sexes ver 
there ſacrific'd yearly, The Government was in a Cy: 
tain General, choſen by the Republick, with ſix N. 
blemen, and the Prieſts, nothing being undertaken bu 
what was firſt examin'd by Way of Religion; u 
which Reaſon this City was calld the Sanctuary d 
the Gods. Its Territory produces much Cochinib 
and is very fruitful for Grain, and grazing of Catił 
The Men and Women are of a good Stature, and A 
peR, and the latter addicted to Works proper for wt 
female Sex, as Spinning, and Weaving, and not 10h 
Goldſmiths, and Carvers, as Gomara was ill informvſt 
There were very conſiderable Merchants, who tdi 
into remote Parts; the poorer Sort were cloath'd i 
Neuen, which is the Sorg of Cloth or Stuff 2 N 
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Maney, and the Rich wore Cotton border'd with 
Feather Work, and the Hair of Rabbits. In this City 
the Spaxiards found Beggars, which they had nat ſeen 
went thither in Pilgrimage, becauſe of the Veneration 
paid to thoſe Temples. The chief God was Queza- 
coatl, which ſignifies, the God of the Air, being the 
Grit Founder of that City, and they affirm'd he had 
been a Virgin, and inſtituted Faſting, drawing Blood 
from the Tongue and Ears, and ſacrificing of Doves, 
and Turtles. He wore a white Garment down to 


his Feet, for Modeſty, and over it a Mantle ſtrew'd 


with red Croſſes. They had ſome green Stones of his, 
which they preſerv'd, and held in great Veneration, as 
Relicks ; one of them very naturally reſembled a Mon- 
key's Head. There was a vaſt Commerce for ſeveral 
Things in the City, and that which the Spaniards 
moſt admir'd during their Stay there, was the Earthern 


, Ware, as beautiful and fine as that of Faenza in Italy, 


whereof a very great Quantity was ſold in the Mar- 


8. | 
WAA x had hapned at Chulula was ſoon reported 
throughout all the Country, and much admir'd. The 

Lords of Tepeaca thereupon ſent to offer their Service 
to Cortes, with a Preſent of thirty Women Slaves, and 
ſome Gold, which ſomewhat inclin'd the Spaniards, 
who before were unwilling to go to Mexico, to com- 
ply with Cortes. The Inhabitants of Guaxocingo like- 


wile ſent a Preſent to the Value of four thouſand Pie- 


ces of Eight of wrought Gold, in a wooden Box 
adormd with Gold Plates. Jdotezama, who knew 


what was done, us'd all Arts to divert Cortes from go- 


ing, being convinc'd it would not turn either to his 
Satisfaction or Intereſt, being very deſirous to keep 
thoſe ſtrange People at a Diſtance from him. Corres, 
thought that whatſoever Way he might afterwards ar 
f ; IT ee 7, 
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ceed, it was requiſite to take a View of that City, 
where he concluded he was already fear d on Account 
of his paſt Actions, and the Fame of the Valour of 
his Men. He thereupon told Aorezuma's Embaſſa- 
dors, that he could not conceive why ſo great a Prince, 
who had fo often aſſur'd him of his Friendſhip, ſhould 
endeavour to deſtroy him by the Hands of others, and 
to obſtruct his Journey, which he was fully reſolv'd to 
perform, tho it were by Force. Having ſpoken theſe 
Words in a harſher Manner than he was wont to do, 
they were amaz'd, excus'd Motex uma, intreated him 
not to be angry, and deſir d he would permit one of 
them to go to Mexico, ſince the Way was ſhort, and 
he would ſoon return with an Anſwer. The Meſſen- 


ger ſet out immediately, and gave Mote uma Notice of 


Cortes's Diſpleaſure, and the Reſolution he had taken. 
Six Days after he return d with one of his Companions, 
who went away before. They brought him ten Gold 
Diſhes, one thouſand five hundred Cotton Garments, 
and a conſiderable Quantity of Proviſions, ſolemnly 
ſwearing that Motexuma had been altogether a Stranger 
to what was done at Chulula; that the thirty thoufand 
Mexicans were the Garriſons of Acazingo and Azacan, 
two Provinces belonging to him, and adjoyning to 
Chalala, with the which they were in Alliance; that 
he would always be as ſincerely his Friend as they had 
declar d; and that he might freely go to Mexico, the 
only Reaſon why he had been deſir'd to forbear, being 
the Conſideration of the Difficulty and Danger of the 
133 Cortes was well pleas'd with this Anſwer, 

cauſe he had not receiv'd any before fo plain. It was 
poſitively affirm'd, that as ſoon as Motex uma had Ad- 
vice of the Slaughter made at Chulula, and Cortes's Re- 
ſolution to go to Mexico, he ſaid, thoſe were the Peo- 


ple who (as had been foretold) were to conquer that 


Nation; and that then ſhutting himſelf up in the great 
11 | Temple, 
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Temple, he continu'd there eight Days, in Prayer, 
Faſting, and Sacrificing abundance of Men, thinking 
fo avert what was decreed; and thar the Devil, whom 
he was wont to conſult ſpoke to him, and bid him not 
fear; for that the Chriſtians were few in Number, and 
he had many brave Subjects, and might diſpoſe of 


them as he pleas d, and therefore he muſt not ceaſe ſa- 


crificing Men, leſt ſome Diſaſter ſhould befal him, bur 
endeavour to gain the Favour of his Gods Yitzsliputli 
and Texcateputla. | | 
Cortes thinking it Time to proceed on his Enter- 
prize, when he had been fourteen Days at Chulula, ha- 
ving diſpos d all Things as was moſt convenient, recon- 
cild the Inhabitants of the City, and the Taſcallaus, 
and diſmiſs d the Zempoalaus, molt of them defiring to 
return Home for Fear. He ſet out attended by the 
Lords of Chulula, to the great Admiration of the 


Mexican Embaſſadors, who never believ'd him to be in 


Earneſt till they ſaw it, and it was very remarkable to 
obſerve how they every Moment ſent Advice to Mote- 
⁊uma of all that hapned. Cortes would not go that 
Road which the Mexicans advis'd him, being inform'd 
that it was very uncooth, which they did to make our 
what they had ſaid to him, but he took another that was 


plainer. He march'd four Leagues the firſt Day, and 


quarter d at Night in ſome Villages belonging to Guax- 
ocingo, where the Spaniards were well entertain d. They 
gave Cortes a Preſent of Gold, and Cotton Garments, 
tho' ſmall, becauſe they were poor, being much op- 
preſs d by Aotezuma, and now they are rich by the 
Growth of rhe Cochinile, and other Product. The 
next Day, after Noon, they march'd through a Paſs, 
between two ſnowy Mountains, being two Leagues up 
to the Top, where the Enemy might heve diſtreſs'd 
them by reaſon of the Narrowneſs of the Way, and 
the Violence of the Cold, which was ſuch, that the 
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Men could ſcarce ſpeak, or carry their Arms. From 
thence: they diſcoverd the Lands of Aae xico, and the 
Lake, with the Towns about it, which was one of 
the fineſt Proſpects in the World, there being abour 
thirty beautiful Cities, and the Country delightful. 
Some: Spaniards faid, that was their Land ob Promiſe; 
and that the more Enemies the more Profit. Others 
who conſider d more ſeriouſly, were ſenſible of the great 
they were running themſelves into, and ſaid, 
It was tempting God for ſo ſmall a Number to venture 
among ſuch a Multitude of People, without knowing 
how they ſhould: get off again- This occaſion d a 
private Mutiny, or Commotion:; but Cortes fooniquell'd 
ir by his Reſolution, and Conduct, encouraging ſome, 
putting ſome in Hopes of great Wealth, and propoſing 
Honour to others. They lay one Night on the Top 
of the Paſs, where Martin Lopez. ſtanding Sentinel in 
the dark, diſcovering a Bulk, preſented his Croſs-Bow, 
and was juſt going to let fly, when Cortes ſpoke, and 
ſaid, Ho the Watch, and had he not ſpoke the Senti- 
nel had kiltd him. This was a Warning to him not 
to come ſo near the Sentinels for the future, and he 
look d upon this as one of his fortunate Adventures. A 
great Oatcry was heard, and the Guard kilꝰd fifteen 
Atexicans, whom they ſuppos d to be Spies. The next 
Day they found many Trees laid acroſs the Way down 
the Paſs, and. a great Ditch, where many Men might 
have lain in Ambuſh. 
BzrwG come down into the Plain, the Spaniards 
took up their Quarters in a Country Houſe, that had 
many Appartments, and was ſurrounded with abundance 
of Greens. The diam ſoon made à great Number of 
Barracks, where they lay, being about ſix thouſand 
Tlaſeallon, Zempoalans, Gaexocingans, and Chulullans, 
who by Way of Diſtinction from the reſt, wore on 
their Heads Garlands of a Sort of Fern, and they had 


Y a good 
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2 good Supper, and otezwma's Subjects carry'd them 
Women, as was their Cuſtom. To this Place came a 
Lord, that was related to Motexuma, attended by ma- 
ny Gentlemen, to viſit Cortes, and preſented him to 
the Value of about three thouſand Pieces of Eight in 
* Gold: He defir'd him to turn back, becauſe there 
was no Way to go into Mexico, but in little Boats, 
and that by the Way he would find much Trouble, 
Want of Proviſions, and Sickneſs, by reaſon of the 
Z Dampneſs, and ill Climate of the Country, aſſuring, 
that Motexuma would deliver to him at the Sea Side 
the Tribute he ſhould require for his King, and much 
Wealth for himſelf, to 0 back well ſatisfy d into his 
on Country. Cortes did that Nobleman much Ho- 
# nour, giving him and all his Retinue ſeveral Spaniſh 
Rarities, and anſwering, That his going to Mexico could 
not be any Way offenſive to Mote uma, ſince he de- 
ſign'd nothing but” to ſerve him, kiſs his Hands, and 
return; which lie pray'd him not to take in ill Part, 
becauſe it was what his Sovereign Maſter the King had 
commanded, and as he had ati Embaſly to deliver from 
the great King of Spain, he was oblig'd to hear it, and 
be his Friend, ſince he ſent ſo far to compliment him; 
that the Water of their Lake was nothing in Compari- 
ſon of the Sea they had croſgd, and as for Hunger, 
his Companions had been ſo much enur d to it during 
that long Voyage, that they made no Account of 
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Cortes marches on towards Mexico, arrives 
at Tezcuco, and Yztacpalapa ; Motezu- 


ma comes out in Perſon to meet him; the 


Manner of the Reception ; and the Di.. 
conrſe that paſs*d between them then, ani 
at a Vit. 


L INE 2 OTE ZU 1 A was immediately inform'd 
ANA of all that has been ſaid, by ſome of his 
People, tho' moſt of them ſtay d among 
the Spaniards, and for as much as it ws 

"* ® ſuſpected that they were privately arm d 
to fall upon them by Surprize, Cortes bid the Mexim 
Lords not to ſtir in the Quarters of the Spaniards at 
Night, becauſe they never ſlept or laid aſide their Wee 
pons, and were wont to kill all that came among them, 
Notwithſtanding all this Precaution ſome Spies were 
employ'd out of the Way, to find whether that were 
ſo, and the Sentinels kill'd three or four of them, be- 
ing forewarn'd, which prov'd fo advantageous, that the 
Mexicans afterwards took up their Quarters very fir 
from the Spaniards. They were now in the Province 
of Culua, which is rather cold than hot, full of Ga- 
dins, and Groves, the Waters very ſweet, and abut- 
dance of Hart Cherry-Trees, the Fruit that was found 
moſt like to any in Spain. 
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Taz next Day they march'd to a Town two Leagues 
from the Country Houſe where they had lain, call'd 
Amacameca, in the Province of Chalco. The Lord 


came out to meet Cortes, with a great Retinue ; gave 
| him forty Women Slaves, the value of three thou- 
| fand Pieces of Eight in Gold, and Proviſions for 
| two Days, and privately told him in what tyrannical 
Manner Motexuma treated him, and all others. He 
* comforted, encourag'd, and gave him ſome Toys, fo 
that they parted very great Friends. The Army ad- 
* yancd from thence to a ſmall Town, half the Hou- 
ſes whereof are within the Lake, and the other half at 
the Foot of an uncooth ſtony Mountain. Many of 
* the King's Servants kept along with the Army, ſup- 
* plying it with all Neceſſaries, and that Night they de- 
© fign'd to have murder'd all the Spaniards ; but Corres 
was ſo warchful, that his Sentinels, and a ſmall extra- 
ordinary Corps de Garde he had appointed, kill d twen- 
ty Men that were to view the Quarters. The next 
Morning before they ſet out, abundance of People 
came from Mexico, and many Gentlemen, attend ing 
on Cacamaxin, Nephew to Motexuma, Lord of Tex 
cuco, a Youth about twenty-five Years of Age, who 
vas richly clad, and carry'd on a Sort of Bier on 
Men's Shoulders, and when he alighted ſome went be- 
fore, ſweeping the Way he was to go. Cortes came | 
out of his Tent to meet him, paying him much Re- 
© ipet, and treating the others very courteouſly, 
Twelve Noblemen went with him into the Tent, and 
Cæamaxin with much State and Gravity, ſaid, That 
7 he and thoſe Gentlemen were come to wait on him, 
adding to excuſe his Unkle, that he came not in Perſon | 


becauſe he was indiſpos'd. Cortes anſwer'd him fully, 


b and yet Cacamazin inſiſted, that it was not fit for 
him to go to Mexico, becauſe he ſuſpected that there 
; might be ſome Difficulty in his Admittance, or that 
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a Cauſway much broader than that which had 


along a Cau 
led him thither. 


2 


wrought, there were many and ſpacious Roome, hung 


with Cotton Hangings extraordinary rich in their Way. 
On one Side of it was an Orchard, with abundance 


of Fruit and Greens; the Walks were all. enclos d 
3 with Reeds inter woven, cover'd with oderiferous Roſes 


and: Flowers. There were Ponds of freſh Water with 
much Fiſh, in them; one of them was four hundred 


Taces ſquare, that is one thouſand fix hundred about, 


with 


Pp —— by 2 "LS — 
0 . — - 
r % * - 


—L * * * 


. EE 


_ — 
* 


_—_ 
22 


* . OY — MC... _— 
- 

* 1 * 7 2 = 
n * <>: 
4 J = 2 cf © hn. >, S "© 

wh nk — — 1 _ 


n 22 


— 
VE — 
2 - 


—— — _ 
N * 1 
I? 2 * 22090 3 
— —— 


* a> &. £> 


= : 
w WET + 


IE 2 
A 3 — \ 
- =. 


— 


1 


9 


34 — 
— 


8 


1 
k 
489 


— 
2 
4 - — 


= 
© 


326 The H STORY of America. 


with Steps to go down to the Water, and to the 

Bottom. Such Numbers of ſmall Herons, wild Ducks, 

Gulls, and other Sorts of Fowls reſorted to the Lakes, 

that they were ſometimes cover d. This City con- 

' tain'd ten thouſand Houſes, the one half of them in 

the Salt Lake, and the other on the Continent. On 

the Way from it to Mexico is a Spring of good Wa- 
ter, encompaſs'd with tall Trees. Cortes attentively 
obſerv'd all theſe Particulars, and conſider d the Gran- 
deur of Mexico, and he is reported to have rejoyc'd ve- 
ry much, and to have bid ſome of his beſt Friends to 
chear up, for they ſhould ſoon receive the Reward of 
all their Labours. - 

' Motezurna defird nothing more than to obſtruct 
Cortes coming to Mexico, and to that Purpoſe made 
uſe of all the Arts that have been mention d; and when 
he was at Rracpalapa, he ſent ſome Gentlemen as from 
themſelves artfully to adviſe him to go back, repreſent- | 
ing to him many Dangers, and offering to give him 
whatſoever he ſhould demand. Teuch, the Nobleman 
of Zempoala, being inform'd of what they had ſaid, told 

Cortes he ſhould 'not give Credit to thoſe Difficulties 
and Dangers they talk d of, for he had been himſelf in 
Mexico, and offer d to conduct him to the King's Pa- 
lace along a very fine Cauſway. Cortes then advan- 
cing, 4s hy an Indian to go before, and make Procla - 
mation as he went, in the Mexican Language, that no 
Man ſhould offer to croſs the Way, for it any did, 
they ſhould be immediately kilbd upon the Spot; 
which prov'd of great Uſe, that his Men might — 
we! Room to march, notwithſtanding the Crowd of the 

* People. Nracpalapa is two Leagues from Mexico, all 

. along a — ſo broad that eight Horſemen can 
eaſily go a-breaſt, and it is fo ſtrait, that were it not 

„for one Angle it forms, the Gates of Mexico might be 
ſeen at the firſt ſerting out. Qn the Sides of it are 
FF 7 Mexicaltxings, 
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Mexicaltzingo, a Town of four thouſand Houſes, ſea- 
ted in the Water; Cuyoacan of fix thouſand Houſes on 
the Land Side, very beautiful, healthy, and pleaſant, 
and Hiurilopucheo of five thouſand Houſes. In theſe 
three Towns, during their continuing Pagans, there 
were many Temples, and high Towers, all over plai- 
ſter d with white Lime, which when the Sun ſhin'd 
upon them, at a Diſtance look d like Silver, being a 

t Ornament to thoſe Places, and now they are Mo- 
naſteries. There was in them a great Trade of Salt, 
but not white, nor agreeable to eat, eſpecially to the 
Spaniards, yet good * ſalting of Meat. It is made 
of the Surface of the Earth that is near the Lake, and 
full of Saltpetre, the Lumps of it are round, almoſt 
of a Brick Colour, and they yielded Motexuma a ve- 
ry great Revenue, the Trade of it ſtill continues, being 
carry'd very far. On the Cauſway there were Draw 
bridges, at certain Diſtances over the Openings, through 
which the Water runs out of the one Lake into the 
other. The freſh Water Lake is higher than the Salt, 
and tho* it runs into the other, they do not mix 
much, by reaſon of the Cauſways that part them. 

Cortes had three hundred Spaniards, tho Gomara ſays 
they were four hundred, and when they march'd out 
of Tlaſcala, their Number ſeem?d ſo ſmall to him, that 
fancying ſome ſtay'd behind, he ſent Peter de Alvarado 
to fetch them out, and he found none. The Tadian 
Confederates that follow'd him were fix thouſand, for 
ſome Tlaſcallans, Chulullans, and others, had join'd him 
at Chulula. Being come near to Mexico, where ano- 
ther Cauſway joyns the former, he there found a Stone 
Bulwark, two Fathoms high, with two Towers at the 
Ends, and between them a Breaſtwork with Battle- 
ments, and two Gates. There Cortes halted, becauſe 
four thouſand Gentlemen of the Court, richly clad all 
in the ſame Livery, came out to meet him. Every 

| one 
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one of them, when he carne to the Place where Cortes 


was, made his Obeyfance,. touching. the Ground with 
his Right Hand, and kiſſing it, and paſſing along, re- 
turn'd to the Place from whence he came. This took 
up a full Hour, and was a goodly Sight; and in that 
very Place, Cortes afterwards fix'd his Attack, hen he 
belicg'd Mexico. The Cauſway runs on from the Bul- 
wark, and at the End of the Street it goes towards 
a wooden Draw-Bridge, ten Paces wide, under which 
the Water ran, it is now of Stone, and near the Houſe 


that Peter de Alvarado built. To this Bridge the King 


himſelf advanc'd' to meet Cortes, under a Canopy of 
25 Feathers and Gold, with many curious Works 

anging about it, carry d on the Heads of four Lords. 
Before him walk'd three Lords, one after another, each 
of them holding a Gold Rod upright, in the Nature 


of Scepters; which were carry'd before Mote uma 


every Time he went abroad, either by Land or Water, 
like a Standard, or Token that the great Lord was 
there, to the End that all who were in the Way, tho 
they did not ſee him, might pay the due Reſpect. 
Two principal Lords, being his Brother Quethauac, and 
his Nephew Cacamacin led him by the Arms. They 
were all richly clad, and after the ſame Manner, bating 
that the King had Golden Shoes, which they call Za- 


gles, being like thoſe of the ancient Romans, and on 
them many precious Stones of great Value, the Soles 


faſtned with Thongs. The two Lords that led him 
were barefoot, for the Reſpect they paid him was ſo 
great, that no Man durſt come into his Preſence with- 
out taking off his Shoes, or might they lift up their 
Eyes. Several of his Servants went before, two and 
two, ſpreading Cloths on the Ground that he might 
not tread on it. At a ſmall Diſtance behind him two 


hundred great Men walk'd in Proceſſion; all of them 


barefoot, and in a richer Livery than the three thou- 


ſand 


— 2 tend = od — 


= UW == A, 2 


The HIS TORT of America. 329 


ſand that went before him. Motex uma kept along the 
Middle of the Street, and the two hundred that fol- 
| low'd him as cloſe to the Walls as they could, their 
| Eyes fix d on the Ground, becauſe it was accounted as 
2 Diſreſpect to look on his Face. As ſoon as Cortes 
ſaw him, he aligated from his Horſe at a ſmall Diſtance, 
with ſome Gentlemen, and drawing near made his 
Obey ſance, after the Manner of Spain. Thoſe that 
led Motexuma ſtopp'd Cortes, thinking it a grievous 
Sin that any Man ſhould touch him, he being held as 
ſome Deity. They falured one another after their 
Manner, Morex uma touching the Ground with his 
Hand, and kiſſing it, a Ceremony us'd among the Ju- 
dias, and then bid him welcome. Cortes return d 
Thanks for having come out to meet him, and put 


a little, in token of accepting the Preſent. He went 
on a little before, with the Nephew that led him by the 
Arm, and order d the other to ſtay and wait upon 
3 Ortes, leading him by the Hand along the Middle of 
the Street, not permitting any Spaniard or Indian to 
come near. This was the greateſt Honour Motexuma, 
being fo great a Prince could do Cortes. The two 
hundred Gentlemen in one Livery, that went behind, 
as ſoon as they turn'd about came one by one to wel- 
come him, and the Day would have been too ſhort if 
all the Nobility in the City were to have done the 
ke; but the King going before, they all turn'd their 
Faces to the Wall in Token of Reſpect, ſo that the 
others who were behind could not come up. The 
King was much pleas d with the Collar Cortes gave 
him, becauſe tho' not coſtly, it was gay, ſightly, and 
very ſtrange to him, and that he might not be thought 
to fall ſhort in any thing that became a great Prince, he 


Vor. II. > IE” bring 


about his Neck a Collar of glaſs Diamonds, and other 
precious Stones, with ſome Enamel. Aforezuma bow'd 


call'd two Officers of his Bedchamber, and bid them 
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bring two Collars of large red Prawns, as big as oreat 
Snails, or Wallnuts, which they put a great Value 
upon, at every one of which hung eight Gold Prawns, 
wrought exactly to the Life, and about half a Foot 
long. When brought, the King ſtopp'd till Con 
came up, and with his own Hands threw them upon 
his Neck. The Indians were amaz d that dotezumy 
ſhould do Cortes ſo ſingular a Favour, for he had never 
done the like to any other Man, and thus he gain'd 
Reputation among t ben. 

T Ex Street they went through was about a Mile in 
Length, wide, ſtrait, and very beautiful, with Hou. 
fes on both Sides. Mexico, as ſhall more particularly 
be taken Notice of in its Place, has the beſt Streets and 
Houſes on the one Side, of any Place that is known 
in the World. The Doors, Windows, aud Terraſſes 
of thoſe long Streets were throng'd with ſuch a Multi 
tude of People as was to be admir'd, and they won- 
der'd at the Strangeneſs of our Men, their Beards, Fs. 
ces, Habits, Horſes, Arms, and Guns; and ſaid, Cer: 
tainly theſe are Gods, that come from thoſe Patt 
where the Sun riſes. The old Men, who were molt 
knowing in their Antiquities, and the Memorials of 
their Genrility, ſighing ſaid, Theſe doubtleſs are the 
Men that will Lord it over us, and our Country, ſince 
being ſo few in Number, they have vanquiſh'd 6 
many Nations. The Spaniards were aftonifh'd to ſe 
ſuch a Multitude of People as they had never imagin'd, 
They came to very large Court, which was rhe Ward: 
robe of the Idols, and had been the Houfe of Axajace 
zin, Motexuma Father. At the Door of it the King 
took Cortes by the Hand, led him into a ſpacious Room 
plac'd him on a rich elevated Place, adorn'd with Gold 
and precious Stones, and ſaid to him, «© You are in 
« your own Houſe, eat, reſt, and take your Pleaſure 
es for I will ſoon return.“ Cortes made him profound 
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Obeyſance, without anſwering one Word. This was 
the Reception that mighty Prince made Corres, ih that 
vaſt City of Mexico, on the 8th of November 1519 ; 


incredible, contain'd ſo many ſpacious Rooms, with 
| Bed-chambers, that one hundred and fifty Spaniards 
could all lie ſingle. It was alſo worth obſerving, that 
| though the Houſe was ſo big, every Part of it to the 
| leaſt Corner was very clean, neat, matted and hung 
$ with Hangings of Cotton and Feather Work of ſeves 
nl Colours, and. had Beds of Mats with Pavillions 
over them, no Man of what Quality ſoever having any 
| other ſort of Bed, no others being ud. There was 
Fire with Perfumes in every Chamber, and ſo many 
Men Servants every where as ſufficiently diſcover d the 
& Grandeur of that Prince. When Mote⁊uma was gone, 
Ceres aſſign'd every one his Apartment, placing the 
I Artillery before the Door; and when he had order'd 
all that was requiſite, the prime Men ſerving him itt 
ſuch Quality as is uſual in the Houſes of the greateſt 
Perſons, the reſt in Honour to him, and becauſe it was 
then convenient, ſtood in Order about the Walls. 
In ſhort, when they had all din d and reſted, More. 
ma return'd, Cortes went out to meet him, they 
both walk'd together to the rais'd Part of the Room, 
end when they were ſeated in the Preſence of 
many Mexican Gentlemen, and Cortes's chief Com- 
Enanders, Motexuma gave Cortes many coſtly Jewels of 
Hold, Silver, Feather Work, and {x thouſand rich 
Cotton Garments, Cortes return'd Thanks for that 
Poble Preſent; wherein he ſhow'd his good Breeding 
nd Diſcretion, and then Aforexmma turning to him by 
cans of the two Interpreters Aguilar and Marina, 
Pole as ſollows. 8 
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he being lodg'd in ſo large a Houſe, that tho' it ſeems 


Uuz Noble 
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40 
Cc 
60 
cc 
«c 
« 
* 
. Cc 


& Noble Valourous Commander, and you Gentle 
men that are come with him, I call. to Witneſs the 
Gentlemen and Servants of my Houſhold, thar ir 
15 a great Satisfaction to me to have ſuch Gueſts, 
that 1 may entertain you as you deſerve; and if! 
hitherto defir'd you not to come to Mexico, it was 
on Account of the great Dread my People had con- 
ceiv'd of yours; for beſides that every one of them 
can vanquiſh many of ours, you frighted them 
with the Strangeneſs of your Habit, and Perſons, 
and of thoſe Creatures you have bigger than Stags, 
and becauſe you made the Earth quake with the 
Thunder and Lightning of Heaven; as alſo be- 
cauſe they ſaid you made fuch dreadful Wounds 
with your Swords, that you could cut Men off in 
the Middle. It was likewiſe reported, that you 
were very fond of what was not your own, and al 


together intent upon commanding ; that you were 
very greedy of Gold and Silver ; and that every 


one of you did eat as much as ten of ours, beſides 
many other Things that made us very inclinable not 
to permit you to enter theſe Kingdoms; but bang 


* now fatisfy'd by the Converſation my Men have had 


with yours, that you are mortal Men like us, tho 
much braver, and good natur'd, Friends to your 
Friends, enur'd to Labour, and that you have done 
no Harm without much Provocation, defendirg 
your own Perſons, and protecting thoſe that came 
to you in Diſtreſs; J have ſeen the Horſes, which 
are like great Stags, and the Guns that reſemble 
Trunks, and therefore I look upon what was faid of 
you at firſt as a Jeſt, tho the Tlaſcallans your Friend 
at firſt were ot the ſame Opinion as I, and being 
now undeceiv'd, I do not only account you m 
great Friends, but very near Relations; for my Fr. 
ther told me he heard his Father ſay, that our - 

| '« flank 
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* ſtors, and the Kings from whom I deſcend were not 
« Natives of this Country, but Stran who co- 
« ming with a great Lord, that ſoon after return d to 
« his own Country, being moſt powerful, made them- 
« ſelves Maſters of this Kingdom, which belong'd to 
e the Otomies; and many Years after, that Lord came 
« again for them, bur they would not rerurn home, 
« becauſe they were marry'd here, and had Children, 
and Authority. That Lord went away much diſ- 
&« pleas d with them, and told them at parting, that 
C64 be would ſend his Deſcendents to govern and keep 
« them in Peace, and in-the Laws and Religionof their 
« Forefathers, and that if they would not accept of 
« it freely, they ſhould' be compelbd to it by Force. 
“ For this 1 we have always believ'd that the 
e People from thoſe Parts would come to ſubdue, and 
command us, and I am of Opinion you are they, 
&« becauſe of the Parts you come from, and the Know- 
«© Jedge that great King who ſends you has of us. 
© Therefore, worthy: Commander, be aſſur'd that we 
« will obey you, if you do not impoſe on us, and 
will Share what we have with you; and tho” what 
“J have ſaid were not ſo certain, you deſerve all good 
* Uſage on Account of your Virtue, and if you fan- 
cy that I am a God, and that, as ſome falſely ima- 
“ gine J turn myſelf when J pleaſe into a Lyon, a 
“ Tyger, or a Serpent, that is a meer Fiction, for I 
am a mortal Man like others; And ſo faying he 
pinchd his hand, and proceeded, . Touch my Body, 
« for it is Fleſh and Bone, tho? as a King IT am above 
“others, on Account of the Dignity and Prehemi- 
“ nence in which the God's have plac'd me. The 
« Tlaſcallans, Zempoalans and Guaxocingans have per- 
«* haps alſo ſaid, that the Tops and Walls of my Houſes 
« are of Gold; ſome of them having rebelFd upon your 
coming, bur I ſhall ſoon-humble*their Pride. The 
BN OC _ « Houſes 
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« Houſes you ſee are of Timber, and Clav, and ſome 
cc of the better Sort of Stone; as for the reſt, ir is 
« true I have Wealth, and Treaſures, which I have 
cc inherited from my Parents, and Predeceſſors, and 
« have been preſerv'd for many Ages down to this 
« Time; and in them there isa great quantity of Gold, 
« Silver, Pearls, precious Stones, extraordinary coſtly 


a) 


cc wage Feathers and Arms, as is uſual for Kings to 


ave, who are of antient Deſcent, all which you 
c“ and your Companions ſhall have and enjoy, when- 
& ſoever you pleaſe, for I have kept it for you. When 
he utterd theſe Words his Heart relented ſo much 
that he could not forbear letting fall Tears, and conclu- 
ding his Speech, ſaid, « In the mean Time take your 
« Eaſe, for you muſt needs be weary.” 

Cortes making a low Obeyſance, with a chearfu} 
Countenance an{wer'd as follows. Moſt potent Prince, 
<« be aſſur d that my coming hither has been to know, 


cc and to ſalute you in the Name of the great King of 


cc Caſtile and Leon, my Sovereign, who is well inform'd 
ce of your Grandeur; and the farther he is remov'd at 
&« a Diſtance from you, the more he covets your Friend- 
<« ſhip, and has ſent me more particularly to diſcourſe 
cc you about Matters of Religion, becauſe he looks up- 
ce on you and yours to be much in the wrong, and 
ce therefore deſires that you and they may be deliver'd 
ce from that Blindneſs in which the Devil holds you. 


2 | will alſo impart to you many Things that will be 


«* conducing to the good Government of your King- 
ce dom, becauſe wanting Letters you have not been able 
ce to attain to the Knowledge of thoſe Sciences which 
« the Ancients handed to us ; in which are couch'd 
ce the Laws and Precepts for living virtuouſly, and fix- 
« ing a Principle to know what is expedient for the 
Salvation we Souls, which are immortal, and being 
e of Neceſſity ſeparared from their Bodies by Death, 

| 6« are 
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« are rogo give a ſtrict Account of the Good, or Evil 


they have done to one only God, the true Judge, 


© who will beſtow eternal Reſt on thoſe who have led 
c good Lives, and everlaſting Torments on ſuch as 

E done ill. Thus, if you will give ear to, and 
« yell underſtand what I ſhall ſay to you hereafter, 
« you will look upon our coming as a — and 
&« be much oblig'd to the King of Spain for having ſent 
me to you; and in reality had I not confided very 
much on your good Diſpoſition, I ſhould not have 
* been ſo poſitive in my Reſolution: ro ſee and falute 
« you; and I am undeceiv'd as to what had been ſaid 


d to me concerning you, for I ſee the contrary with 


my own Eyes, and that you are a Man like us, meek, 
& peaceable, courteous, a Lover of Juſtice, generous, 
« and a Prince in all Points, as has appear'd by your 
«* Actions, ſo perfect and accompliſh'd, that our great 
“God will not permit you to dye in the Error and Ig- 
* norance in which the Devil holds you; and I am 
«* well aſſur'd, that the great Lord you expect is the 
“ King, my Sovereign, of the Race, and Country of 
* your Predeceſſors, and therefore receive, love and 
e embrace us, as belonging to him, ſor we come only 
« to ſerve, inſtruct, and give you all Pleaſure and Satiſ- 


= © faction. Set your Heart at reſt, and do not imagine 


© there is any more in it than what we tell you. As 
* to the Offer you make me of your Treaſures, I kiſs 
your Hands for that great Generoſity, and you may 
cc reſt ſatisfy d that our Perſons: can do you more Ser- 


5 | © vice than all that Wealth. ” Aotexuma who had 


very attentive, laying aſide all Jealouſy, embrac'd 
res, offering himſelf and his Houſe over again, and 
$k'd, whether thoſe with the Beards were all his Sub- 
jects, or his Slaves, that he might treat every one as: 


Vas proper. Cortes told him, that moſt of them were 
4 his Brothers, Friends, and Companions ; but that a- 


mong 
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mong them ſome were of a higher Degree than others, 
Aare uma went away, and enquir'd of the Interpreters, 
which were the principal Perſons, and then ſent every 
one a Preſent ſuitable to his Quality, the ſame bei 

carry'd by Perſons of proportionable Rank to thole 
they went to. | 


88885 2 8888 355 0 3; 88888885 
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Hoto Motezuma was ſerv dat Meals; how 
he gave Audience; his Diverſions; his 
.., Women and Houſes ; the Game of Ball; 


the great Dance; the Grandeur of his Pa. 
lace, and other Particulars. 


Dd O0TEZUM Adidalways eat alone, and 
ALD 1 9 5 ſo great a Quantity of Meat was ſerv d 
9 up to his Table, ſuch great Variety, and 
e fo differently dress d, that there was 
GUESS ſufficient for all the prime Men of his 
, Houſhold. His Table was a Cuſhion, 

or two Pieces of colour'd Leather; inſtead of a Chair, 
a little low Stool, made of one Piece, the Sear hollow'd 
out, carv'd and painted in the beſt manner that could 
be; the Table-cloth, Napkins, and Towels of very 
fine Cotton, as white as Snow, and never ſerv'd any 
more than once, being the Fees of the proper Officers. 
The Meat was brought up by four hundred Pages, 
all Gentlemen, Sons of Lords, and ſet down all toge- 
ther in a Hall ; the King went thither, n 
r Gille 0 de,” I as. R , 
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E Rod, or his Hand pointed to what he lik'd, and then 
the Sewer ſet it upon Chafingdifhes, that it might not 
be cold; and this he never fail'd to do unleſs the Stew- 
ads at any Time very much recommended to him 
ſome particular Diſhes, Before he ſate down, twenty 
Jol the moſt beautiſul Women came and brought him 
Water to waſh his Hands, and when ſeated the Sew- 
er did ſhut a wooded Rail, that divided the Room, 
leſt the Nobility that went to ſee him Dine fhould en- 
cumber the Table, and he alone ſet on and took off 
the Diſhes, ſor the Pages neither came near, nor ſpoke 
a Word. Strict ſilence was obſerv'd, none daring to 
Whak, unleſs it were ſome Jeſter, or the Perſon of 
whom he ask'd any Queſtion. The Sewer was al- 
3 ways upon his Knees, and barefoot a: tending him, with- 
out litting up his Eyes. No Man with Shoes on was 
Jo come into the Room, upon Pain of Death. The 
. {Sewer alſo gave him Drink, in a Cup of ſeveral 
Shapes, ſometimes of Gold, and ſometimes of Silver, 
ſometimes of Gourd, and ſometimes of the Shells of 
Wiſhes. Six ancient Lords attended at a Diſtance, to 
Prhom he gave ſome Diſhes of what he lik'd beſt, 
Egvhich they did eat there with much Reſpect. He 
had always Muſick of Flutes, Reeds, Horhs, Shells; 
Kettle- drums, and other Inſtruments, nothing agreeable 
o the Ears of the Spaniards, nor was their Vocal 
AAuſick any better, till they learnt it of the Spaniards 


1 SE: 

. here were always at Dinner Dwarfs, crooked and 
4 [Ether deformed Perſons to provoke Laughter, and they 
d id Ear of what was left at the farther End of the Hall, 


7 


Pich the Jeſters and | Buffoons. What remain'd was 
wen to three thouſand Indians that were conſtantly 
5. on Guard in the Courts, and Square, and therefore 
Fete were always three thouſand Diſhes of Meat, and 


9 = | 
“ny Cups of Liquor. The Larder, and Cellar 
2 


Pere never ſhut by reaſon of their continual carrying 
= - Ax in 
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in and out. In the Kitchin they dreſs'd all Sorts of 
| Meat that were fold in the Market, being a prodig. 
ous Quantity, beſides what was brought by Hunter, b. 
| Tenants, and Tributaries. The Diſhes and all Uten. 
ſils were of good Earthen Ware, and ferv'd the Kin 
but once. He had Abundance of Veſſels of Gold 
and Silver, yet made no Uſe of them, becauſe thy if 
ſhould not ſerve twice, which was look'd upon s 
mean, but all or part of them were carry'd to the Feat, 
and Sacrifices of their Gods. Sometimes, tho' ſeldom 
he did eat human Fleſh, and it was to be of that which 
had been facrific'd, and extraordinary well dre 
When the Cloth was taken away, the Women, wh 
had ſtood all the Dinner Time, came to give him We 
ter for his Hands, and then all went away except th 
that were in waiting. 1 | N 
When the Company was gone, ſome one of the {ui 
Lords ſtay'd to talk with the King, and if the Seam 
were fit ihe it, he took a Nap, leaning againſt the Wah 


on the ſame Stool on which he had din'd. Aſter thr f = 


he gave Audience, with much Affability and Gravin,Þ* 
calling in the Secretaries for that Purpoſe, by wolf 
Mouths he anſwer'd, and order'd what was to be dom 
Thoſe who had any Buſineſs came in, leaving tha 
Shoes at the Palace Gate, or elſe carry'd them at tha 
Girdle, under their Mantle. At that Time the gf 
Lords, unleſs they were of the Blood Royal, wo 
coarſe Mantles over their rich ones, alledging, tha 
was diſreſpectful to appear fo fine before their Sovereip eli 
All that were to ſpeak to him perform'd the ſame Mag 
ner of Obeyſance, for they bow'd three or four Tin 
before they came up to him, did not look in his Fin 
ſpoke with their Heads hanging down, and ſo bb . 
that none but the Secretaries: could hear them. H rm 
liſtned with much Attention, and if any one hape Pan 
to have ſo much Awe upon him that he could not u d 
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© expreſs what he had to ſay, he would bid him com- 
bpoſe himſelf, and tell a Secretary his Buſineſs. He 
anſwer'd all Men with a pleaſant Countenance, very 
keaſurely, and in few Words. Thoſe who had been 
beard went away without turning their Backs to him. 
When the Audience was over, many Lords, and other 
Courtiers came in, and he delighted to hear them fin 
the great Actions of his Forefathers to the Muſick of 
certain round Inſtruments that had a very great Sound. 
He was pleas d to hear eſters talk, becauſe they diverted 
ch the Care of Buſineſs, and ſaid, they were wont under 
Jeſts to tell ſuch truths as wiſe Men durſt not utter, 
and therefore he rewarded them very well. Sometimes 
be took Pleaſure to ſee Men that play d Tricks with 
T their Feet, as Juglers do with their Hands in Spain, 


three Yards long with their Feet, ſo many ſeveral ways, 
¶caſting and carching it ſo quick, that it can ſcarce be 
ſeen. Others ſetting the ſame Pole upright on the 


ta round, leap up and fer both their Feet on the Top 
a of it, and then a ſecond taking hold of the lower 
hok art of the Pole lifts it up with the other upon it, and 
we moves about playing a thouſand mimick Tricks. 


'FFT here were ſome ſuch active Vaulters, that the Pole 
Peiog laid on the Shoulders of two Men, they play'd 
uch wonderful Pranks on it, that it ſeem'd impracti- 
able without the Help of the Devil, and yet there 
Paas nothing of it but bare Cuſtom and Practice. He 
elighted in a Sort of Poſture-Maſters, for three 
Nen would ſtand upright one upon anothers Shoulders, 
d the uppermoſt perform'd Wonders, as if he had 
Food upon the Ground, the undermoſt at the fame 
me walking and dancing, and the middlemoſt per- 
ming other Motions. Sometimes he look'd at the 
me of Poroli, which is ſomething like our Tables, 
Ed is play'd at with Beans, and Lupins, that have 
os ol | AL 5 Dots 


ſor they lying along on their Backs, will toſs a Pole 
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Dots made on them like Dice, and the Game is call'd 
Potoli, becauſe that is the Name of thoſe Dice. They 
throw them with both Hands upon a fine Mar, which 
they call Petate, having Lines drawn on it like Sr 44. 
ares Croſs, and others acroſs them, obſerving the 
Caſt that fell above, laying down, or taking away littl 


Stones of ſeveral Colours. This Game was in ſuch 


Eſteem among them, that many loſt not only thei 
Eſtates at it, but their Liberty alſo, for they play'd 
themſelves away, when they had nothing elle left. 
The King took much Delight in ſeeing the Spot 
at Ball, which the Spaziara; have ſince prohibited, be. 


| cauſe of the Miſchiet that often hapned at it; and 
was by them call'd Tlachtli, being like our Tenn 
The Ball was made of the Gum of a Tree that gros 
in hot Countries, which having Holes made in it d 
ſtils great white Drops, that ſoon harden, and being 
work'd and moulded together turn as black as Pitch, 
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The Balls made thereof tho' hard and heavy to the 
Hand, did bound and fly as well as our Footbals BY 


there being no need to hlow them, nor did they ut 


| Chaces but vy d to drive the adverſe Party, that i 


to hit the Wall the others were to make good, or u 
ſtrike it over. They ſtruck it with any Part of tha 
Body, as it hapned, or they could moſt convenient); 
and ſometimes he loſt that touch'd it with any ot 
Part but his Buttock, or Hip, which was look'd upon: 
mong them as the greateſt Dexterity ; and to this Effes, it 
that the Ball might rebound the better, they faſtned: 
Piece of ſtiff Leather on their Buttocks. They mig 
ſtrike it every time it rebounded, which it would db 


ſeveral times one after another, in ſo much that it loch : 
2s if it had been alive. They play'd in Parties, ſo may 


on a Side, for a Load of Mantles, or what the Gam 


Rers could afford, at ſo many Scores. They alſo ply WY 
for Gold, and Featherwork, and ſometimes play d _ : 
» falls x 
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ſelves away, as has been faid before. The Place where 
they play'd was a ground Room, long, narrow and 
high, but wider above than below, and higher on the 


| Sides than at the Ends, and they kept it very well 


pliſter'd and ſmooth, both the Walls and Floor. On 
the Side Walls they fix'd certain Stones like thoſe of a 
Mill, with a Hole quite through the Middle, juſt as 


big as the Ball, and he that could ſtrike it through 


there won the Game, and in Token of its being an 
extraordinary Succeſs, which rarely hapned, he had 
thereby a Right to the Cloaks of all the Lookers on, by 
antient Cuſtom, and Law amongſt Gameſters ; and it 

was very pleaſant to ſee, that as ſoon as ever the Ball 


id | Vas in the Hole, the Standers-by took to their Heels, 


running away with all their Might to fave their Cloaks, 
laughing and rejoycing, others ſcouring after them to 
ſecure their Cloaks for the Winner ; who was oblig'd 
to offer ſome Sacrifice to the Idol of the Tennis- court, 
and the Stone through whoſe Hole the Ball had paſs'd. 
The Spectators ſeeing the Ball ſo drove through the 
Hole, which they look'd upon as miraculous, tho! it 
was _ accidental, were wont to affirm, that the 
Man who did it was certainly a Thief, or an Aduk 
terer, or would dye very ſoon, ſince he was fo fortu- 
nate, and this Succeſs was talk d of for a long time, 
till the like hapning again it was forgot. Every Ten- 
nis- court was a Temple, having two Idols, the one of 
Gaming, and the other of the Ball. On a lucky Day, 
at Midnight, they perform'd certain Ceremonies, and 
Enchantments on the two lower Walls, and on the 
Midſt of the Floor, ſinging certain Songs, or Ballads; 
after which a Prieſt of the great Temple went with 


ſome of their Res Men to bleſs it ; he utter'd ſome 


Words, threw the Ball about the Tennis-court ſour 
Times, and then it was conſecrated, and might be play'd 
in, but not before, This was done with much Gravi- 


ty 
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and Attention, for they ſaid the Quiet and Satis- 
zon of their Hearts depended on it. The Owner 
of the Tennis-court, who was always a Lord, never 
phy'd without making ſome Offering to and performing 
certain Ceremonies to the Idol of Gaming, which 


ſhows how ſuperſtitious they were, ſince they had ſuch 
Regard to their Idols, even in their Diverſtons. Mo- 


term carry'd the Spaniards to this Sport, and was 


well pleaꝰ d to fee them play at it, as alſo at Cards and 
There is no Nation in the Univerſe but what delights 
in ſome Sort of Muſick, and Dancing; and tho' the 
People of Nen Spain are more flegmatick and melan- 

than any other Nation whatſoever, neverthelefs 


they have mucli Variety of Inſtrumental Muſick, not 


very agreeable to our Ears, as F have before obſerv'd, 
but at preſent, among other Things they have learnt of 
our People, they play very well upon the Flute, the 
Waits, the Sackbut, the Trumpet, and other Inſtru- 
ments of our Sort, to the Organ Notes, ſingular Care 
having been taken to put them from their barbarous Cu- 


ſſtoms. Motexuma being fo great a Prince, and all his 
Fubjects honouring him ſomewhat more than what was 


fir for a Man, they endeavour'd to pleaſe him as much 
as was poſſible, and knowing that he delighted moſt 
in Muſick, as is uſual among great Men, they came 
to his Palace to entertain him, in a great Court there 
was before the Lodgings, and he was ſo taken with ir, 
that he often ſent for thoſe Muſicians. The Indian 
way of dancing differ d very much from that of all o- 
ther Nations, and was thus, After Dinner they began 
a Dance that is very pleaſant and delightful, and by them 
calłd Netotiliztle. Before Dinner they laid down a 
large Mat, and plac'd on it two Kettle-drums, one of 
them ſmall, call'd 7eponazrle, which is made of one 
Piece of Wood, very well wrought, hollow, and with- 


Out 
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out any Leather, or Parchment on the ourſide, ha- 


ving a Notch or Cranny on the Top. They beat it 


with ſmall Sticks, as we do our Kettle- drums, but the 
Ends of them are not of Wood, but of Wooll, or 
ſome other puffy Matter. The other Kettle- drum, 
is large, as high as a Man's Waſte, round, hollow, 
carv d and painted on the outſide, the Top of it cover d 
with a large Piece of Deer's Skin, \dreſs'd, and well 
ſtretch d, which being ſtrain'd raiſes, and when looſer 
lowers the Tone, and it is beaten with the Hands, 
but is troubleſome. Theſe two Inſtruments bei 
tun d to the Voices of the Singers, have a great | 
very diſagreeable to our Ears. They were wont to the 
Muſick of thoſe Inſtruments to ſing Ballads, contain 
ing the Victories and Feats of their former Kings; and 
| when they were once in, they ſang merry, » and 

comical Songs, all in Verſe, with their proper Cadencies, 
tho not ſo agreeable as ours. When it was dinner 
Time, eight or ten Men whiſtled very loud, beating 
the Kettle-drums hard, as it were to warn thoſe that 
were to dance after Dinner; then the Dancers came, 
who to entertain their great Sovereign were all to be 
Men of Quality, clad as richly as they could, with 
coſtly Mantles, white, red, green, yellow, and ſome 
of ſeveral Colours. They held in their Hands Noſe- 
gays of Roſes, or Fans made of Feathers,” or of Gold 
and Feathers. Many of them by Way of Galhantry, 
or to look fierce, had their Heads thruſt into Heads of 
Tygers, Lions, Alligators, or other wild Creatures; 
and on their right Arm, or Shoulders they wore ſome 
Badge of Gold, Silver, or Feathers. There affembled 
at this Dance, not only-ohe thouſand Men, as G 
writes, bur above eight thouſand, for about that Num- 
ber met at the proclaiming of King Philip IT. march- 
mg in Order according to the Number of Men, four, 
_ fix, eight, or more in à Rank. The prime Men bept 
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neareſt to the Kettle-drums, according to their ſeveral 
Degrees. They danc'd in a round ſometimes holding 
Hands, and ſometimes looſing them, one after ano- 
ther, moving their Hands or Feer at one and the fame 
Time. Two of the moſt active, and beſt Dancers, 
lead the reſt, who all do and ſay the fame with them, 
keeping Time. The two foremoſt ſung, and all the 
reſt anſwer d. The laſt among them take care to 
keep equal with the foremoſt, and this Dance uſually 
holds four or five Hours. When they ſing their Hi- 
ſtorical Ballads they do it flowly and gravely ; but 
when they come to other merry Songs they do it faſt- 
er, and in a more chearful Manner, dancing more 
{prightly. This dance laſting fo long, ſome ſtep out 
to drink or reſt, without being miſs'd, and fall in a- 
gain ſtill keeping Time. When they think fit ſome- 
times they allow of Buffoons and Comical Fellows to 
dance out of the Ring, breaking ſeſts, imitating other 


Nations in their Habit and Language, acting Drunk- 


ards, Madmen, or old Women, to provoke the Spe- 
ctators to Laughter. This Dance is better worth ſee- 


ing, than that of the Moors called la Zambra, at Gra- 


nada; and if it is done by Women is ſtill more ſightly 
and agreeable, but they ſeldom. dance it, and that in 
private, for Modeſty. It is reported, that the Wo- 


men Morte uma kept, which were the moſt beautiful, 


and the nobleſt in his Dominions, to pleaſe him, were 
wont-to dance after this Manner, either in his Gardins, 
or in the Hall, none but he, and ſome particular Fa- 
vourites being admitted to ſee thgem. 3-669. 
Alotezama: was ſo great in all reſpects, that every 
thing appertaining to his Service, or Diverſion was 


Majeſtick, and ſuitable to his Dignity. He had ma- 


ny Houſes, but becauſe it would be- tedious to ſpeak 


of them all, I ſhall confine myſelf to that where he 


conſtantly refided, which in: thar Country Language 
4 2 N Was 
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was calld Te zpac, ſignifying a Palace, or King's Houſe, 


It had twenty Gates, all of them to the great Square; 
or Market Place, and the principal Streets; and three 
ſpacious Courts, and in one of them a very fine large 
Fountain, the Water whereof was convey d under Ground 
to other Parts of the Houſe. There were many Halls 
one hundred Feet in Length, and Rooms of twenty- 
five or thirty, and one hundred Baths. The Timber 
Work was ſmall, without Nails, but very firm and ſtrong, 
which the Spaniards much admii'd. The Walls were 
of Marble, Jaſper, Porfiry, a black ſort of Stone, with 
red Veins like Blood, white Stone, and another 
Sort that is tranſparent. The Roofs were of Wood 
well wrought and cary'd, as Cedar, Palm-Tree, Cy- 
preſs, Pine, and other Sorts, with the Figures of ſome 
Creatures cut thereon, as if they had been furniſh'd 
with ſuch Tools as our Carvers are. The Rooms were 
painted, and matted, and many. of them with rich 
Hangings of Cotton, of Coney-wooll, or of Feather 
Work. The Beds were not anſwerable to the Gran- 
deur of the Houſe, and Furniture, being poor and 
wretched, conſiſting of Blankets upon Mats, or on 
Hay, or only Mats, the fineſt laid on the coarſeſt, 
for at that Time the Indians knew little of Delicacy, 
or Politeneſs. Since then the better Sort have us d 
wooden Bedſteads, with a Quilt to lye on, and a 
Blanket, which they reckon very Dainty. Few Men 
lay in this Palace; but there were one thouſand Women 
in it, and ſome ſay three thouſand, which is reckoned 
moſt likely, including Ladies, Servants, and Slaves. Mo- 
tex uma took to himſelf the Ladies, that were Daughters 
of great Men, being many in Number, and well kept, 
eſpecially thoſe he liked, and the reſt he marry d to his 
Servants, and other Perſons of Quality. It is reported; 
that he ſometimes had one hundred and fifty of then 
with Child at the ſame Time, who by the Inſtigationof 
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the Devil took Things to miſcarry, that they might be 
in a Condition to pleaſe Motex uma, or becauſe they knew 
their Children were not to inherit. There were abun- 
dance of old Women to watch over thoſe young ones, 
who therefore never ſtirrd from them, or permitted 
Men ſo much as to look at them; for dorezuma and 
his Anceſtors took care to preſerve Modeſty in their 
Palace, and ſeverely puniſh'd any Diſreſpect, or Lewdneſs, 
that was committed there, which was very rare. Thoſe 
Ladies had many Women to wait on them, were rich- 
ly dreſs'd after their Manner, and waſh'd very often, 
| becauſe Moteæuma lov'd Cleanlineſs. 

THz Arms over the Gates of the Palace, bom 
in Mote⁊ uma s Colours, and thoſe of his Anceſtors, 
| were an Eagle ſtooping to a Tyger, with the Talons 

ready to lay hold. Sotne will have it to be a Griffon, 
and not an Eagle, affirming that there are Griffons o 
the Mountains of Taguacan, and that they — 
the Vale of Anacatlan, devouring the Inhabitants. To 
confirm this Aſſertion, they fay thoſe Mountains are 
call'd Giutlachcepeth, from Ciutlachtli, ſignifying a Grif- 
fon like a Lyon. This is not very certain, there being 
nothing to prove it, but their bare Word, for hither: t 
to the Spaniards never ſaw any Griffon in that Coun- 
try, though the Indians ſhow'd the Pictures of ſome I th 
among their Antiquities, They were repreſented to have 
Down, and no Feathers, and ſaid to be ſo ſtrong, that lo 
they could break the largeſt Bones of Men, and Dees, 
their Shape between a Don and an Eagle, with 
four Legs, Teeth, and Down, more like Wooll tha fee 
Feather, a Beak, Talons, and Wings to fly. In lll . 
theſe Particulars their Pictures agree with our Deſcrip- 
tions, and Paintings, ſo that it is neither a Bird nol 4 
a Beaſt. Pliny and other natural Philoſophers look up- |, 
on what is ſaid of the Griffon as a Fable, though m- th. 
ny Tales, and Stories are told ef them. Our Peopt M 
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never having ſeen any, ſome conclude arid affirm, that 
ever ſince the Beginning of Idolatry among the Indi- 
ans in New Spain, the Devil was wont to appear in 
that Shape, as he did in many others that were no 
leſs fiexce, and frightful. Other Lords alſo took the 
Griffon for their Arms, flying away with a Stag in his 
Talons, and others plac'd him on other fierce Crea- 
tures, ſo ſtrong and dreadful they look d upon him 
to be. Eo | | 

Motezuma had a very noble Houſe near his Palace, 
containing many fine Rooms, with open Galleries about 
it, ſupported with coſtly Pillars of Jaſper Stone, all 
of one Piece. There were other ſtately Galleries more 
ſghtly than thoſe before ſpoken of, that look'd into 
a very large Orchard, in which there were ten or 
more Ponds, ſome of them of Salt Water, forghe Sea 
Fowl, and others of freſh Water for the River, or 
Pool Birds; and they were often empty'd, and fill'd 
again, to keep the Feathers clean. There was ſuch a 
Multitude o* Birds, that the Ponds could not hold 
them, and ſo extraordinary was their Variety for Shape 
and Feathers, that our Men were amaz'd the firſt Time 
they ſaw them, and though they were of ſeveral Parts 
of Spain, they own'd they knew not very many of 


them. Motexuma took ſuch Care to have thoſe Birds 


maintain'd, for the ſake of their Feathers, that every 
fort was ſupply'd with the proper Food they liv'd up- 
on abroad, as Herbs, Fiſh, other Birds, Grain of ſe- 
veral Sprts, and ſome had Flies, and other Vermin tq 
ſeed on. Above three hundred Perſons were appoint- 
ed to ſerve them, ſome of whom cleans'd the Ponds, 
others fill'd, others fed them, others pick d them, o- 
thers look'd to their Eggs, others did ſet them when 
broody, others cur'd them when ſick, others pull'd 
their fineſt Feathers in hot Weather, which was the 
Motive of being at all that Charge and Trouble, 
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They made of them rich Mantles, Carpets, Targets, 
Plumes, Fans, and ſeveral other Things, imterwoven' 
with Gold and Silver, all of them extraordinary curi- 
ous, and ſtrange Works. bY ret? 


R08/860808/85/8/8/80808-8/. 
"Fey WY on 
Of the Houſe of Birds, of the Armour); 


of the Gardens; of the King's Court, 
and Guard, and of the Taxes, _ 


„ HERE was another Houſe near that above 
M4} ſpoken of, very large, and with fine A- 
Wal | partments, which was alſo, calld- the Bird 
—Uouſe, not becauſe it contain'd more than 
the other, but for that they were larger, nobler, and 
of another Sort, being Eid of Prey, for Game, and 
they were look d after by skilful Men, with the great- 
eſt Care imaginable. Motex uma went oftner to this 
Houſe than to any of the others, to ſee the Birds, 
becauſe they were more noble than the others, and 
was wont to ask many Queſtions of their Keepers, 
being very curious in that Sort of Knowledge, and 
he was in the right, for there are ſtill more and bet- 
ter Birds than in any other Part of the World. In 
this Houſe there were many upper Rooms, and in 
them Men, Women, and Children, all with white 
Eyes and Hair, as has been ſeen in Spain; and what 
is moſt to be admir'd, in a Town calꝰd Pocol, in Neu- 
| Galicia, a Child, was born, being the Son of a black 
Man and Woman, all of him as white as the very 
Snow, with his woolly Head, and the other gg 
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| like a Black, and yet was fo extreamly white, that he 


could not ſee. They ſaid, there were ſome fo white in 
Guinea, that their Children were black like their 
Grand-fathers. It was very extraordinary to have 
any ſuch born in Ne- Spain, becauſe all the other Na- 


tives are of the Colour of boil'd Quinces. -In another 


Apartment there were Dwarfs, crooked Perſons, mi- 
ſhapen, and monſtrous, a great Number whereof he 


| kept for his Diverſion ; and it is reported, that ſome 


of them were purpoſely ſo deform'd in their Infancy, 


alledging, that it became a great Monarch to have 


ſuch Things as were not to be found elſewhere. Every 


Sort of Dwarfs, or other Monſters, were kept apart, 


with People to look after them. In the lower Rooms, 


there were many ſtrong Cages, or Pens, in ſome where- 


of there were Lyons, in others Tygers, in others 


Bears, in others Leopards, and in others Wolves. In | 


ſhort, there were all Sorts of four-footed Beaſts, only 
that Motex uma might be ſaid to be ſo greats that be 
had all wild Beaſts ſhut yp in his Houſe; and they 
were fed with Turkeys, Deer, Dogs, and other Crea- 
tures. What is ſtill more ſtrange, in other Rooms 
there were vaſt great Jars, Pans, and ſuch like Veſſels 
full of Water, or Earth, in which they fed and kept 
Snakes thicker than a Man's Thigh ; very large Vipers ; 
Alligators, Lizards, and Serpents of ſeveral Sorts, fo 
fierce and venomous, that the very Sight was frightful 
to ſuch as were not well us d to them. They were fed 
after a ſtrange Manner, for ſome were naturally ſo 
fierce, that tho* bred ever ſince they had been very 
ſmall, they could never be tam d. The Birds of Prey 
above-· mention d were in another Apartment, and 
about the Court, in ſtrong Cages, upon Perches, be- 
ing of all Sorts, as Hobbeys, Sparrow-Haw ks, Kites, 


Voultures, Goſhawks, ten or twelve Sorts of Falcons, 
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ſeveral Sorts of Eagles, and among them fifry much 


bigger 


. 
- 
7 
of 
5 
* 
4 
„5 
100 


8 
b 
* 
. #, 
, 
1 
. 
3 
1 
. * 
1 
pd 
* 
1 
1 
by 
+735 
1 
* 
5 
If 
4 
14 5 
5 
25 
11 
Þ 
” \ 
Tis; 
70 * g 
* 
» 
| I 
A. - 
P” > 
N 
4 \ 
"260 
> 
I 
: , 
* 
2 
: ip 
N 
* 
-7 
** 
: , 
Us 
* 
a 
4 
1 
pe - 1 
r N 
* 

0 71 
* ; 
A, 

4 
| p 

* 
nl 
' 4 
” 
tt 
14 
4 A 
„ -þ 7 
1 
1 
* 0 
309 N 
. 4 
1 
8 * 
BB. 
1 1 
#% * 
* 
1 
L "0 
4 fn 
4B 
43 
4! 
s 
t 4 
1 
© 
v2 
* 


** 
"8 
vW 

Rs 
ob 

* 


2 
22 


— 
* 


*. A. 4. EEE 
— — MRS 
2 oh ; 


8 
8 . 
eg _— — I 


350 The His TOR of America. 

bigger than the largeſt in Spain, each of which at one 
Meal would eat a Cock with a Crop, which are very 
large Birds. Theſe Eagles were afunder, every one by 
teſelf; and all thoſe Birds were every Day allow'd five 
hundred of the Cocks with the large Crops, having 
three hundred Men to attend them, beſides a prodigi- 
ous Number of thoſe that follow'd the Game. Among 
theſe, were ſome Eagles ſo monſtrous large, and 
having ſuch prodigious Beaks and Talons, that it was 
frightful to behold them. Long after that Time, there 
was one at the Tlatelulco, or Market of Mexico, ſaid 
to have been left from the Time we are writing of, fo 
monſtrous big, that not only the Spaniards, but the 
Indians alſo went to ſee it, as a prodigious Creature; for 
it would devour a Sheep at a Meal. There were ma- 
ny other Birds in that Apartment, which the Spaniards 
knew nothing of, but the Indians ſaid they were all ve- 
ry fit for Game, and they appear d to be ſo by their 
Shape, Beak, and Talons. They gave the Snakes the 
Blood of Perſons ſacrific d, which they ſuck'd and 
lick'd, and ſome ſay, they had Part of the Fleſh, 
which was alſo eaten by the Land and Water Alligators, 
and that was the Reaſon of their growing ſo vaſtly big. 
The Spaniards did not ſee it done, but found the Floor 
ſo thick with congealed Blood, that thruſting in a Stick 
it quak'd, and that Place ſtunk fo horribly, that it was 
not to be endur d. It was ſtrange to ſee how the Men 
ſwarm'd about this Houſe, looking to the Snakes, and 
other Creatures in it. The Spaniards were very well 
pleas'd to ſee ſuch Variety of Birds, ſo many fierce 
wild Beaſts, the Fury of the hideous Serpents, tho? 
they did not like to hear their Hiſſing, the horrid 
Roaring of the Lyons, the diſmal Howling of the 
Wolves, the diſagreeable Cries of the Leopards and 
Tygers, and the dreadful Noiſe of the other Creatures, 
which they made either through Hunger, or becauſe 


they 


they were not at Liberty to practiſe their ſavage Tem- 
per. When firſt the Spaxiards heard that frightful Va- 


riety of Noiſes in the Night, they were frighred, tilt 
it grew familiar to them, and they affirm'd it was fo 


hideous, that the Houſe ſeem'd to be a Reſemblance of 
Hell, and the Habitation of Devils, and it was no bet- 
ter, for in a great Room, or Hall, one hundred and 
fifty Foot long, and fifty in Breadth, there was, as 
the Ludians aſſerted, a Chapel cover d with thick Plates 


of Gold and Silver, and abundance of Pearls, Agates, 
Cornelians, Emeralds, Rubies, Topaces, and other pre- 


cious Stones ſet in them, where Motexuma was wont 
to pray many Nights, and the Devil appear'd, and ſpoke 
to him, giving Anſwers and Advice ſuitable to his Pe- 


tition and Requeſt. The firſt Conquerors ſaid they 


did not ſee this Chapel, becauſe Motec uma always went 
to the Temple to pray, and perhaps, as the Indians de- 
clar d, he 2 it from the Spaniards, and would 
not ſnow them all that Wealth, leſt they ſnould covet 
it; and they add, that when Merico was taken, the 
Natives deſtroy'd that Place, and threw much Treaſure 
into the Lake. There was _ a peculiar Houſe for 
the Grain, and to lay up the Feathers, and Cloth that 
was brought in as Tribute, and the ſame was well 
worth ſeeing. The Arms over the Gate was a Rab- 


bit. In this Houſe liv'd the Stewards, Treaſurers, 


Controllers, Receivers, and all that had any Employ- 
ments about the King's Revenue. None of theſe 


Houſes belonging to the King were without Chapels, 


or Oratories to the Devil, whom they worſhipp'd for 
the Sake of what was there, and accordingly they were 
all large, and had many People belonging to them, 
which ſhows how ſuperſtitious they were, and how 
many Ways the Devil endeavour'd to be honour'd and 
worthipp'd. h f 


Aloteznma 
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© Motezwma valu'd himſelf fo much upon ſurpaſſing all 

other Monarchs he had ever heard of, that he ſpar d 
for nothing that was magnificent, to outdo what they 
could attain to, and ſince he had by Force of Arms, 
and the Multitude of his People ſubdu'd many King- 


doms and Provinces, he had appointed not only one, 


but ſeveral Houſes to ſerve him as Armouries. The 
Device over the Gate was a Bow, and two Quivers, 


_ thoſe being the Weapons moſt in Uſe among them. 


There was a very great Quantity of Arms in thoſe 
Houſes, as Bows, Arrows, Slings, Lances, Spears, 
Darts, Clubs, Swords of their Sort, Bucklers, and 


Targets rather gay than ſtrong, Head-pieces, Greves, 


and Bracelets, not of Iron, but of Wood gilt, or co- 


ver'd with Leather, and not ſo many of them as of 


other Arms. The Wood they made thoſe Arms of 
was very ſolid, hardned at the Fire, and at the End 
fix d Flints, or the Bones of the Fiſh Labica, which is 


venomous, and therefore the Wounds it makes are the 


worſe to heal, or elſe other Bones, which remaining in 
the Wound, render it almoſt incurable. The wooden 
Swords are edg'd with ſharp Flints, well fix d to them, 
by Means of a Sort of glutinous Subſtance of a Root 
they call Cacotle, and with Teuxale, a Sort of hard 
Sand like that in the Diamond Veins, which they mix 
and mould together with the Blood of Swallows, and 
other Birds, and it clings and holds for ever, ſo that 
the heavieſt Strokes do not ſeparate them. They did 
cut every Thing that was fofe, but if they met with 
what was hard they recoil'd, the Edge being very 
ſharp and of Flint, of which they alſo made Piercers, 
to bore any Wood, or Stone, tho' it were a Diamond, 
with the Help of a certain Water they pur into the 


Hole, like boring of Pearls. The Swords would cut 


a Spear, or a Horſe's Head off. Some ſay they made 
Dents in Iron; it is true they left a Mark, with the 
| | | Violence 


particular Days, caus'd the young Gentry to be exer- 
cis'd, againſt there ſhould be Occaſion, and for their 


Encouragement, appointed Rewards for thoſe that per- 


form'd beſt. | He was preſent himſelf, and ſometimes 
ſhot with a Bow, and fenc'd with a Sword, being veay 
expert at both, and did it with a good Grace, tho” 
but ſeldom, for the more Grandeur. pO 

Tris King, beſides the Houſes already mention'd, 
had ſeveral others for Pleaſure, with ſpacious Gardens, 


and Gravel Walks. The Gardens only produc'd phy- 
ſical, and fragrant Herbs, Flowers, ſweet ſcented Trees 


of many Sorts. © He order'd his Phyſicians to make Ex- 


periments of thoſe Herbs, and to cure the Gentlemen 


belonging to his Court with thoſe they knew beſt, 


The Gardens were very delightful to all that came in- 


to them, by reaſon of the. great Variety of Flowers, 


and their Fragrancy and ſweet Scent ; eſpecially in 
the Morning and Evening. It was wonderful to ſee 


with what Art they repreſented ſeveral Things in Leaves 
and Flowers, as Seats, Chapels, and other Things that 


were extraordinary Ornaments. Motex uma would not 
allow of any eatable Plants or Fruit in thoſe Gardens, 
dedging that it was not proper for Kings to keep Farms, 


or have Things that were for Profit in thoſe Places 
which were deſign'd for their Pleaſure ; that Orchards 
were ſor Slaves, and Traders; and yet he had Orchards 


of Fruit Trees, but they were farther off, and he ſel- 


dom went to them. He had alſo without the City of 
Mexico Houſes in Woods, and Parks of a great Extent, 
enclos'd with Water, that the Wild Beall 

break out, and the Game might be ſafe. Within thoſe 
Woods there were Springs, Rivers, and Fiſh-ponds, 


? 
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Violence of the Stroke, but then the Edge broke, as be- 
ing of Stone. No Man durſt go arm'd in the City, 
but only when they went to War, or in Hunting, or 
upon the King's Guard; and he on Feſtivals, and ſome 
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Warrens, fine Paddocks, and Walks, Stags, Bucks, 
Hares, Foxes, and other ſuch like Creatures, in Hunt- 
ing whereof the Mexican Nobility often exercis'd them- 
ſelves. When there was to be a Royal Humting, they 
made a Ring to drive the Game to the Place where 
Motezuma was, but unleſs he was there that Ring was 
never to be made. At other Times, when the King 
would go a Hunting in the open Country, with all his 

reat Men, it was a curious Sight to behold, as is now 
practis'd by the Viceroys, eight or ten thouſand In. 
dians and ſometimes more, holding one another by the 

Hands, encloſe a Compaſs of five or fix Leagues, 
whiſtling and ſhouting to rouſe the Game from their 
lurking Places, ſo driving them into the Plains, where 
the Archers, and other arm d Men were in the midſt, 
attacking the wild Beaſts, and almoſt taking the Stags 
with their Hands. About the King ſtood a good 
Number of Archers, who ſtir'd not from their Place, 
as in the Nature of a Wall, that no wild Beaft might 
break in where he was, and fo he ſaw the Sport in 
Safety, there being no Horſes to run away upon, Theſe 
were the Diverſions of the great Moteuma, wherein 
ſew, or no mighty Princes have equal'd him. 

As Motezuma ſhow'd his Grandeur in all thoſe Par- 
ticulars that have been ſpoken of, ſo he obſerv d much 
more in his Guards, and the Attendance about his Per- 
ſon. Six Hundred Lords, and Gentlemen of Note 
daily mounted his Guard, with each of them three, or 


four Servants at leaſt, and ſome of them thirty, or forty, 


according to every ones Ability, and Revenue. They 
all brought their own Arms, and between Maſters and 
Servants amounted to above three thouſands, but many 
ſay they were five thouſand. They did all eat at Court 
of the King's Meat, as has been obſervd before. The 
Servants did not go up, nor did they depart till Night, 
«fer they had ſupp d; the Maſters were 5 
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their Weapons, in the great Hall; never going in where 
Motex uma was. Some walk'd about, tho' that was lit= 
tle practis d among them ; others, being much the great- 
er Number, ſate on their little Stools, by four and 
four, or {ix and fix, talking to one another, and very 
low, for it was look d upon as a Diſreſpect to ſpeak 
loud in the Palace. In ſhort, the Guard was ſo nu- 
merous, that tho? the Courts, Squares and Rooms were 
large, they All'd all. Some of thoſe that were preſent 
have ſaid, that Mote uma had doubled his Guards on 
Account of the Spauiards, and for more Majeſty, tho? 
moſt do affirm, that was his ordinary Guard, becauſe 
the Lords that were Subject ro Motexuma, being thirty 
who had each of them one hundred thouſand Vaſſals, 
and three thouſand Lords of Towns, beſides many o- 
ther Perſons of Quality and Diſtinction, reſided at 
Mexico ſome Part of the Year, by way of Acknow- 
ledgment of their Sovereign, and tho' ſo many and fo 
powerful, they were kept in ſuch Awe that none of 
them durſt return home to their own Countries with- 
out Leave of their Sovereign, and when they went they 
left a Son, or a Brother as Hoſtage that they would not 
revolt; for which Reaſon they all had Houſes in the 
City of Mexico. | | 

Hrs Subjects were ſo ſubmiſſive, and thoſe he con- 
quer'd under ſuch Reſtraint, that no Man tho? ever ſo 
great was Genet from paying Tribute. The Nobility 
perform'd perſonal Service, ſpending the greateſt Part 


of the Year at Court at their own Coſt, ro do him 


Honour ; and if there hapned to be a War, they were 
oblig'd to ſerve at their own Expence, which was ſtil] 
more chargeable than being ar Court, being proud of 
ignalizing themſelves beyond 
what they were bound ro in Duty. The Peaſants 
were an infinite Multitude, Tillage being the main 
profitable Employment there, and thoſe were to ſerve 
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with their Perſons and Goods, which was the Diffe- 


rence between the Nobles and the Commonalty, that 
were lyable to Taxes. There were two Sorts of thoſe 
Commons, the one being Farmers, who farm'd Lands 
of others, paying Rent for them, and moſt of what 


.remain'd went to the King. Another Sort till'd and 
manag'd their own Lands, and theſe paid one Buſhel 
in three of all their Crops, and one in three of all what- 


ſoever they bred. The Product of their Lands was 


Indian Wheat, Kidney-Beans, and other Grain. The 


Creatures they bred were their Sort of Dogs, Hens, 
Fowl for their fine Feathers, and Rabbits. There 
were alſo Handicrafts that wrought in Gold, Silver, 
and Stones, and among them ſome very curious Work- 


men. The Took they had were all of Stone, a 


Thing much admir'd by the Spaniards. Others dealt 


in Salt, Honey, Cloth, Feathers, Cotton, Cacao, 
Camatli and Beans, and in all Sorts of Fruit, and Gar- 
den Stuff, which were the chief Support of the Far- 
mers, who pay'd their Rents yearly, or monthly, 
and that being very much, they were call'd Slaves, be- 


cauſe they paid twice over, and whenſoever they hap- 
ncd to eat any Eggs, they thought the King ſhow'd 


. them much Favour, for they were under ſuch Opprel- 
. fron, that what they were to eat was appointed, and 


the reſt was for the King. For this reaſon they were 


very poorly clad, and all they had was one Pot to boil 


Herbs, one or two Stones to grind their Corn, and 
one Mar to lye on. Nor were theſe Farmers free with 
paying theſe Duties, but to ſerve in Perſon, whenſo- 
ever their Sovereign requir'd it, either in War, or Hunt- 
ing. In ſhort, ſo abſolute was the Dominion of the 
Kings of Mexico over theſe People, that they ſpoke 


not a Word, tho' their Sons or Daughters were taken 


away upon any Account, and therefore ſome ſaid, that 
every Peaſant who had three Children gave _—_ of 
| OED them 
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them to be ſaricfic d, the which beſides it's being fo 
horrid a Cruelty, would have obſtructed the Country's 


being ſo populous, and therefore is falſe, as was after- 


wards known; for the great Men did not eat human 
Fleſh, unleſs it had been ſacrific d, and that was of 
Captives taken in War, and it was a Wonder for them 
to ſacrifice any Man they knew to be well born. They 


. were bloody Butchers, and every Year kill d many 


Men, and Women, and ſome Children, tho? not ſo 
many as has been reported, and thoſe were the Chil- 
dren of Slaves, and Perſons condemn'd either to per- 
petual Puniſhment, or Servitude. Thoſe who could 
not do it in Canoes, brought all their Rents and Taxes 
on their Backs to Mexico, at leaſt all that was requi- . 


' - ſite for the Maintenance of Mote⁊uma's Houſhold, the 
' Remainder was expended on Soldiers, or barter'd for 
Sold, Silver, Stones, Jewels, and ſuch like things as 
Monarchs are wont to value and lay up in their Ward- 
' robes and Treaſures. Such was the Oppreſſion Mo- 
texumas Subjects liv'd under, and be fall 


it was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for keeping them in Subjection, quiet 


and peaceable, by reaſon of their perverſe Inclinations. 


Now they are ſubject to the Crown of Spain, the poor, 


and meaneſt Sort of them enjoy as much Liberty, and 


are as well treated, as the greateſt were then; for the 
Taxes they pay are ſo inconſiderable, and they get ſo 
much by the Improvements with the Spauiarde, that 


| ws wear good Cotton Garments, and ſeed plentifully, 
an 


if they were not naturally ſo mean ſpirited, fo 
ſloathful, and ſuch Drunkards, they might be very 
rich, and the Country thrive, becauſe they are very 


numerous, and if they would work the Soil is fit 
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The Manner of Collecting the King's Reve- 
nue; the Grandeur of Mexico; its Origi- 
nal and Situation; the Markets in it, aud 
zo hat was ſold in them. 


HE Manner of Collecting the King's Re- 
ES venues was thus. In the City of Mexico 
there were Barns, Granaries, and a particu- 


— ur Houſe to lay up the Corn, and a Chief 


Steward, with others under him to receive and deliver 
it out regularly, keeping their Accounts in painted 
Books, with wonderful Exactneſs. Every Town had 


a Magiſtrate, like a Mayor, or Bailiff, who carry'd 


a Wand in one Hand, and a Fan in the other, to 
ſhew he was the King's Officer. Thoſe Men were 
very odious to all the People that paid Taxes, by rea- 


ſon of their Inſolence, and Rigidneſs in demanding 


them, giving ill Language, and ſometimes ſtriking 
thoſe thar were to pay. They were wont to be re- 
vengeful where they bore a Grudge, under Colour of 
collecting the Revenues; and gave Account of what 
they receiv'd, and what People they had upon their 
Roles, within their Diſtrict; being all oblig'd to re- 
ſort to the Chief Stewards at Mexico. If they cheat- 
ed, or could not make good their Accounts, they dy d 
for it, their Kindred ſuffer d for being related to 


Traitors, and therefore they impriſor'd the Tributaries 
| till 
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till they paid; if they were impoveriſh'd by Sickneſs, 

they forbore them till recover d, and able to pay, but 
if Nothfulaels was the Occaſion, then they ſuffer'd 
ſeverely. In ſhort, if they did not pay at certain 
Terms ſet them, they were taken for Slaves, and either 
ſold to make good the Debt, or facrific'd. The King 
had ſome Provinces that paid ſomething by way of Ac- 
knowledgment, as to their ſovereign Lord; but in 
theſe the Honour was more than the Profit. Thus 
Motex uma had vaſt Revenues, which maintain'd his 
Houſhold, and defray'd the Charge of his Wars at an 
exceſſive Expence, and yet there was much over to 
add to his Treaſures, Beſides he was at no Expence 
in Building as many Houſes as he would, tho” never fo 
magnificent; becauſe for a long Time before ſeveral 
Towns about Mexico had been appointed xo pay no 
Taxes, but only to build, repair, and keep up the 
King's Houſes at their own Expence, giving their own 
Labour, paying Artificers, and bringing all the Mate- 
rials. The fame Towns, and it was no ſmall Impoſiti- 


on, were oblig'd to furniſh the Wood that was burnt | 


in all the Fires in the Palace, which were very nume- 
rous, and they are reported to have requir d five hun- 
dred Loads of Taimemes, which amount to five hundred 
hundred Weight, and in Winter, tho' it were not 
very ſevere, much more. For the King's own Chim- 
neys and Fire-Pans they brought the Barks of Oaks, 
and other Trees, becauſe that was reckon'd better Fuel, - 
and to make ſome Difference, that his Fire might not 
be like the reſt; for in this Particular they were great 
Flatterers, or as others ſay, to make more Work for 
thoſe that were to furniſh the Wood. Motexuma had 
an hundred great Cities, Capitals of as many Provinces, 
which all paid him Tribute, Taxes, or Acknowledg- 
ments. He kept Garriſons in many of them, and had 


' Treaſurers to take Charge of his Revenues. His Do- 


minions 


— 


— 


" — 


ö 
4 
1 
| 

j 

| 
| 

| 

Z 

; 
| 
1 


7 FP "AE 
a. * — * 2 — 
- 2 , 2 12 N 4g +, 1 
: E „ _ # 5 * 
. % . + at = = * 
4 : * 


PPT AEST TE 47 
a 7 5. 


360 The HisTory of America. 


minions extended from the North to the South Sea, and 
above two hundred Leagues up the Country; tho 


within that Compaſs there were ſome Provinces, and 


large Towns, as Tlaſcala, Mechoacan, Panuco, and Te- 


poantepec,. that were his Enemies, and. conſequently paid 
him nothing, but he made a great Advantage by Way 


of Trade with them, when he thonght fit, becauſe he 


abounded in all that was proper for that Commerce. 


There were other Lords and Kings near Mexico, as 
thoſe of Tezcaco, and Tacuba, who contributed nothing 
but their Homage and Obedience. They were of his 
own Lineage and Family, and the Kings of Mexico 
marry'd their Daughters to none but them. © 
Tus great and moſt renown'd City of Mexico Te- 
nuchtitlan was, when the Spaniards came to it, in the 
ſame Place where it ſtill continues, ſeated in the Water, 


ſo that there was no coming at it but along Cauſways, 


or in Boats. It contain d ſixty thouſand Houſes, 


which is more than there is now, tho? the Towns that 


are as it were Suburbs to it are very large, lying about 


the chief Part of the City, and inhabited by Spaniards, 


as ſhall be declar'd hereafter. The two Cities are call'd, 
the one Santiago T latelulco, and the other Mexico. The 
King's Houſes were many, and very great, as has been 
ſaid, repreſenting his Grandeur. The Lords and Cour- 
tiers had alſo ſtately Houſes, with Gardens, Baths, and 
other Conveniencies for their Pleaſure. Thoſe of the 


other Inhabitants were ſmall, low, and mean, without 
Doors, or Windows, the King not allowing them to 


be bigger, that they might be the more diſtinguiſh- 


able from rhe Nobility ; at this Time whoſoever is 


beſt able makes the greateſt Show. As ſmall: as the 
Houſes were, they commonly contain'd two, four, 
or {ix Families; fo that there was an infinite Multitude 
of People, for having no Houſhold- Goods, or Furni- 


ture, any Place contain'd many of them, When they 


walk d 
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walk'd out into the Country, or went to their Sacri- 
fices on Feſtivals, the Throng of People was fo great, 
that it was hard to conceive where they all lived. This 
City was very like Venice, as to its Situation, and 
twice as big as Milan, but much ſurpaſs'd Venice in the 

Strength of its Structures, Height, and Appearance; 
the main Body of it being all in the Water. There 
were three Sorts of broad and ſpacious Streets; one 
Sort all Water, with Bridges, another all Earth, and a 


third of Earth and Water, there being a Space to 


walk along on Land, and the reſt for Canoes to paſs; 
ſo that moſt of the Streets had Walks on the Sides, and 
Water in the Middle. The watry Streets were clean 
of themſelves, becauſe they threw no Dirt into them, 
and thoſe of Earth were often (wept. Almoſt all the 
Houſes had two Doors, the one to the Cauſwgy, and 
the other to the Water; and tho” all the City ſtood 
in the Water; the Inhabitants drank none of it, be- 
cauſe it was thick, and therefore Water was brought 
along a Cauſway, from a League Diſtance, and a 
Spring call'd Chipultepec, which riſes on a little Hill, at 
the Foot whereof are two ſolid Statues, cut out of 
the Rock, with their Targets and Spears, repreſent- 
ing Motex uma, and his Father, as many reported. The 
Mexicans brought the Water through two large Pipes, 
made of Clay well moulded together, as hard as Stone, 
but it never ran in more than one of them at the 
ſame Time, becauſe when one of them was foul, 
they turn'd it into the other, ſo that the Water ran 
as clear as Chryſtal. All the City drank of this Spring, 
and it ſupply'd all the Ponds, and Baſons, hee 
there were great Numbers in the Noblemen's Houſes. 
Many Indians carry'd Water in their Canoes, which 
they ſold to others, that being their Profeſſion, and 
they paid a Duty to the King for it. 


Vox. II. Aa _ 


362 The His Tory of America. 
TE City was divided into only two Parts, one of 
them calbd Tlateculco, and the other Mexico, where Mo- 
teæuma liv d, ſignifying the flowing Place, and bein 

largeſt and the Reſidence of the King, the whole Ci- 
ty took the Name, thoꝰ its proper and antient Denomi- 


tion was Tenuchtitlan, ſignify ing the Fruit call'd Tuna 


on a Rock, from Nuchtli, the Tree, if it may be ſo 
call d, or Thiſtle, for as much as it is prickly, tho' of 
a different Colour, that bears the ſaid Fruit, which in 
the Language of Cuba is call'd Tuna, and among the 


Mexican Indians Nuchtli, and the Tree Nopali, being al- | 


moſt all Leaves, their Colour green, and Thorns or 
Prickles grey. One Leaf grows out of another, and 
being planted they thrive and grow fo as to become 
Trees, and the Leaf does not only produce another at 
the End, but others ſprout from it on the Sides. In 
the Country of the Chichimecas, which is dry and bar- 
ren, it ſerves them for Meat and Drink, for they eat 
the Tinas, and drink the Juice of the Leaves. The 
Fruit 1s in the Nature of Figs, though not of the Co- 
lour, for the Skin is thin, and within they are full of 
ſmall Seeds. The Tunas are longith, with Copple 
Crowns, like Medlars, ſome green, and ſome red, 
others purple, and others yellow. The white are bet- 
ter than any of the reſt, have an agreeable Scent anda 
very pleaſant Taſte, being very cooling for Sum- 
mer. 

Some fay this great City took its Name from the 
firſt Founder thereof, Tenuch, the ſecond Son of Na. 
mixcoatl, whoſe Sons and Deſcendants peopled the 
Country of Anauac, which is now, and ever will be 
call'd New-Spain. Others alſo ſay it was call'd Tennch- 
titlan from the Cochinilla, which grows on another 
Kind of Tuna Trees. Nuchtli is the Scarlet Colour 
ſo deep, that the Spaniards call it Crimſon, much vs 
lu'd throughout all the World. Be that as it ye 
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this is certain, that the Place whereon this City was 
firſt founded, is call'd Tenuchtitlan, anda Native or In- 
habitant thereof Teuuth, for Mexico was not properly 
the City, as has been ſaid, but the one Half of it, 
being divided only into two Parts, tho? the Iadians 
formerly did, and to this Day do name it Mexico Te- 
nuchtitlan, and ſo it is written in the King's Orders. 
Mexico ſignifies a lowing Place, or Source, from the 
many Springs of good Water that are about it on the 
Continent, all of them ſo excellent, that they ſurpaſs 
that of Chapultepec. Many ſay this City was call'd 
Mexico from the firſt Founders, call'd Mexitl, and to 
this Day the Inhabitants of that Part are calPd Miexi- 
ca. The Founders of Mexitl took the Name of their 
principal God, or Idol, calPdq Mexitli, being the fame 
as Vizarliputhli. Before that Part of the City which is 


calbd Mexico was founded, that of Tlatelulco had been 


eſtabliſh'd, and ſo nam'd on Account of its being ſeat- 
ed on a high and dry Part of the Lake, 19 a 
little Iſland, deriv'd from Tlatelli an Iſland. 

Mexico Tenuchtitlan is every Way encompaſsd with 
freſh Water, tho thick, and being in the Lake, has 
only three Avenues along the Cauſways. One of them 
comes from the Weſt about half a League in Length, 
another from the North a League long. On the Eaſt 
there is no Cauſway, but only Canoes to come at it. 
The other Cauſway is on the South, two Leagues in 
Length, along which Cortes and his Men enter'd. Tr 
is to be obſerv'd, that as the Lake of Mexico ſtands, 
it ſeems to be but one, yet they are two, and of a 
very different Nature, for the Water of one of them 
is brackiſh, bitter, nought, and neither breeds nor will 
bear any Sort of Fiſh; and the Water of the other is 
freſh, and has Fiſhes, tho' ſmall. The ſalt ebbs and 


flows more or leſs according as the Wind blows on it. 
The freſh is higher, and fo runs into the falt, and not 
Aaaz the 
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the reverſe, as ſome have thought, through fix or ſe- 
ven large Gaps that are in the Cauſway, that divides 
them, over which there are very large wooden Brid- 
ges. The ſalt Lake in ſome Places is five Leagues over, 


and eight or ten in Length, the Compaſs of it being 


above fifteen. The freſh Lake is about the fame Com- 
paſs. Within it. and on the Banks are above fifty 
Towns, ſeveral of them containing five thouſand Hou- 
ſes each, ſome ten thouſand, and Tercuco was as big as 
Mexico. The Water which gathers in the low Grounds 


where the Lake is form'd, comes from the Sides of 


the Mountains, which are in Sight of the City round 
about it, and that Water falling into Land that has 
much Salt-petre becomes ſalt, and not for any other 
Reaſon, as ſome have imagin'd. Abundance of Salt 
3s made on the Bank of the Lake, and there is a great 
Trade for it. There are on it above one hundred thouſand 
Canoes, or ſmall Boats made of one Piece of Timber, 
like a Weaver's Shuttle; the Indiaus call them Acales, 


which ſignifies Water-Houſes. Moſt of the Spaziards 


going thither from Caba and Sarto Domingo, call'd them 
Canoes, according to the Language of thoſe Iſlands, 
and gave Names to many other Things there, accord- 
ing to the ſame Language. There were near fifty thou- 
ſand of theſe. Boats at Adexico, only to furniſh the Ci- 
ty, and fetch and carry People. The Trenches that 
ran through the City, as well as the Water near it, are 
always full of thoſe Canoes, which is very agreeable 
to behold, the Trade being extraordinary great. 

TRE Markets in 4exico are as large, and as much 
frequented as any in the World, All Eatables are fold 
in every little Square, or vacant Place, fo that neither 
the Spaniards, nor the Indiaus need go far for what they 
want. Beſides theſe ſmall ones, there are three very 
great, which on the appointed Days of the Week are 
reſorted to by a vaſt Multitude of Iadiant, to buy 7. 
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ſell all that can be deſir d. The [ndians call the Mar- 
ket Tiangnyſtli, and the Spaniards name it T ianguec, not 
rejecting the ancient Name, as they have d one in many 
other Things. One Tianguex is in the Town of Ta- 
telulco being a Square enclos d on three Sides with Shops, 
and Porticos, in one of thoſe Fronts is the Gover- 
nour's Houſe, and the Priſon, and the fourth is taken 
up by the Monaſtery of Santiago of the Franciſcans, of 

which more will be faid hereatter. In the midſt of 


this Square or Market, which is one of the largeſt in 


the World, ſtands the Gallows, and a very beautiful 

Fountain made by the Spaniards. The other is in the 
Part of the City call'd Mexico, now known by the 
Name of St. Johns Tianguez, being alſo a very large 
Square, ſo that each of them can contain one hundred 
thouſand Perſons with their Goods. There us'd to 
be People and Goods in both theſe Tianguex every Day 


in the Week, till afterwards in the Time of the Vice- 


roy Don Antonio de Mendoga, and the Viſitor Tello de 
Sandoval, it was order'd, that the People who came to 
theſe two Tiangues every Week, ſhould meet on Wea- 
neſdays, and Thurſdays in another very ſpacious Square, 
nearer to the Spaniſh Town, which is call'd the Tian- 
guex of St. Hipolito, becauſe near that Saint's Church, 
who is the Patron of the City, by reaſon it was taken 
on his Day. This Tianguex is reſorted to from all the 
Towns in and about the Lake, fo that there is ſuch a 


Multitude of People, that it is hard to paſs either a 


foot, or a Horſeback. In ſhort, there are ſo many 
Dealers, that we dare nor mention any Number, be- 
cauſe it will ſeem fabulous to thoſe that hear and have 
not ſeen it, nothing being to compare to this Reſort 


of People, ſome coming to buy, and others only to ſee 
what is fold. The Women are moſt numerous, ha- 


ving their Goods on the Ground in Stalls, or Tents, 
and every one of them keeps her Seat, withour having 
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it taken up by another. Moſt People coming to this 


Market to buy and ſell by Water, there are ſo many 


Canoes in the Paſſages or Trenches, that they cover 


all the Water. Every Trade, and fort of Commodi- 


ty has a proper Place aſſign'd it, which no other may 
take up, and it is very good Government. The moſt 
bulky, and weighty Things, as Stone, Timber, Lime, 
Bricks, and the like, are leſt in the Canoes, or ſet 
down upon the Brink of the Water, for thoſe who 
have Occaſion to go thither to buy. Fine and Coarſe 
Mats, which they call Petates are brought to Market, 
the fine are colour d like rich Carpets fit for any No- 
bleman's Chamber. There are © oals, Wood, Aſhes, 
Earthern- Ware fine and coarſe, and very good Glaſs, 
of which they make all Sorts of Utenſils from great 

ars to Salts. There are Deer's-Skins dreſs'd, or un- 
dreſsd, with, or without the Hair, dy'd of ſeveral 
Colours, for Bucklers, Targets, Coats, Shoes, or li- 


ning for wooden Armour; as alfo Skins of other 


Creatures, and of Birds drefs'd with the Feathers on, 
and ſtuff d with Herbs, large and ſmall, very curious 
to behold for their Variety of Colours and Rarity. 
The richeſt Commodity is the Cotton Cloth, finer 
and coarſer, white, black, and of all Colours, and Si- 
res; ſome made fit for Beds richly wroughr, other 
Pieces for Cloaks, or Mantles, others for Hangings, 
Breeches, Shirts, Sheets, Caps, Table-cloths, Napkins, 
&c. The rich Quilts for Beds are wove of ſeveral 


Colours, and fome of them, ſince the coming of the 


Spaniards, mix d with Gold, and Silk. Some are 
wrought with Coney-Wool, and ſmall Feathers, much 
to be admir'd. There are likewiſe Quilts of Fea- 
thers, or rather of Down, for Winter, ſome white, 
ſome black, and of ſeveral Colours, very ſoft, warm, 
and look well on the Bed of the greateſt Perſon. They 
ſell Goney - Wool ſpun, Skeins of Cotton of all Co- 

b | lours; 
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lours ; but the moſt remarkable Thing was the Fowl, 
tho* now the Quantity is not ſo great, becauſe it is 
not minded as. ft uſed to be, for there is an infinite 
Number of them tame, wild, ravenous, of Land and 
Water, and of fo many Colours as cannot be expreſs d. 
ſome to eat, ſome for their gay Feathers, and others 
for Sport. 57 | 
Tf richeſt Things brought to Market were of 
Gold and Silver, ſome of them caſt, and others wrought 
with Stones to ſuch Perfection that many of them 
have ſurpriz d the ableſt Goldſmiths in Spain, for they 
could never conceive how they had been made, there 
being no Sign of a Hammer, or an Engraver, or any 
other Inſtrument us d by them, the Indians having 
none ſuch. There were Figures, or Repreſentations 
of their Kings and of their Idols ſo perfect, and exact, 
that they exceeded the Spariſh Paintings. At this Time 
in Mechoacan, they make Images of Saints, Fringes 
for Antependiums, Veſtments, Mitres, the Words of 
Conſecration, and ſuch like Things fo curiouſly, and 
of ſuch Value, that they are worth more than if they 
were of Gold. Such nice Things have been ſent to 
the Pope, that no Painting can ourdo them. Of 
thoſe Feathers they will make a Beaſt, a Tree, a Bird, 
or any other Thing ſo natural, that it ſeems to exceed 
Art. Ir ſometimes happens that the Artiſts who em- 
| ploy themſelves in that Work, are fo abſorpt in what 
they are doing, laying down and taking off little Fea- 
thers leiſurely, that they do nor think of eating all 
the Day, obſerving the Sun, the Shade, the Reflection, 
to fee whether it fits beſt with the Grain or againſt it, 
or athwart, or on the wrong Side. In: ſhort, the 
never give over till they have brought their Work to 
Perfection, and they ſucceed by reaſon of their unwea- 
ried Patience, which the Spaniſh Nation wants as bein 
more cholerick. The next Trade in Niceneſs and Re- 


putation 
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putation is the Goldſmiths. The Maſters at this 
Trade brought into the Market eight corner'd Plates, 
which had every other eighth Part of Gold, and eve- 
ry other of Silver, not ſolder'd, but caſt, and join'd 
together in the Caſting, which is hard to be conceiv'd. 
They produc'd Silver Kettles finely wrought, with the 
Bale caſt at the ſame Time, and yet it was looſe ; and 
ſo they would caſt a Fiſh with one Scale of Silver and 

another of Gold, tho' it had never ſo many; they 


would alſo caſt a Parrot with his Tongue looſe, and 


his Head and Wings moving ; or a Monkey with all 


its Legs pliable, holding a Spindle in one Paw as if 


it were ſpinning, and an Apple in the other as if eat- 


ing. They enamel, ſet, and cut Emeralds, Turbey and 


other Stones, and bore Pearls, but not fo well as is done 


in Europe. They work Chryſtal moſt curiouſly, and 


make great or ſmall Glaſſes, in which they place Figures 


 carv'din Wood, ſo ſmall, that in the Compaſs of a Man's 


Nail they repreſent our Saviour crucify'd, with Sr. 


Fohn and our Bleſſed Lady on the Sides, and Sr. Ma- 


ry Magdalen at the Foot of the Croſs, with other Fi- 
ures on the other Side of the ſame Bit of Wood, fo 


that the Glaſs has two Fronts, which would ſeem im- 


poſſible were it not frequently ſeen. To conclude, 
ſuch an immenſe Variety of Things is fold there, that 


it would be tedious to mention them all, 


CHAP. 


| CHA P. VI. 
The Sul 5 ect of the Markets continu'd; the 
great Temple at Mexico; the other 
Temples; the Sacrifices, and the Charnel 
Houſe, 1 


- 


5 Dee 7 O proceed upon what was ſold in the 


Market at Ae vico, there was Si- 


3 KS Ver, Copper, Lead, Tin, Pear 5 preci- 
us Stones, ſeveral other ſorts of Stones 

=== that are usd for Looking-glaſſes, and 
very good: to make Altar Stones. They alſo make of 


Stone, Razors, and Lancets, which are taken our from 


oh 


the Places yhere they grow, with ſingular Art, as it 


were clearing of a Shell from any Thing, and they 
come out with two Edges exactly equal; as ſharp as 


ours. There is an infinite Variety of all ſorts of Shells, 


eat and ſmall, Bones, Pebbles, Sponges, ridiculous 
Trifles, Toys for Children, Herbs, Roots, Leaves, 
Seeds, both for Eating and Phyſick, of more kinds 
than can be rehearsd, and a Man muſt be a very able 
| Botaniſt:ro know them, though whilſt they continu d 
in their Idolatry, Men; Women, and Children knew 
abundance of Herbs, becauſe being then extreamly 
poor, which they are. not now, they look'd our for 
them to eat, and cure their Diſtempers, for they ſpend 
little upon Phyſicians, though they have them, and 
thoſe perform their Cures with Simples, of which 

Vol. II. | B b b they 
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they know wonderful Secrets, and have made very no- 
table Cures on ſome Spaniards, They expos'd to Sale 
in the Market, Ointments, Purges, Waters, and other 
Things for the Sick, curing moſt Diſtempers with 


Herbs, and have a particular fort for killing of Lice. 


The Things they ſell to eat are endleſs, for they ſcarce 


ſpare any Thing that has Life, as Snakes without Head 
or Tail; little Dogs that do not bark ; Moles, Dor- 


mice, Mice, Worms, large Piſmires toaſted, which 
are very delicious to them. At a certain Time of 
the Year, they skim off a certain very ſmall Thin 

that grows on the Water of the Lakes of Mexico, — 
clings together, being neither Herb, nor Earth, but 
as it were Mud, and they gather much of it, which 
they lay on Floors, like making of Salt, where it dries 
and conſolidates, and they. work it up into Cakes like 
Bricks, ſelling them not only in the Market, but in 
-other Places, carrying them above one hundred Leagues 
up the Country. This they eat as we do Cheeſe in 
_ and it has a faltiſh Taſte, and with a Thing 
they call Chilmoli, is agreeable. They ſay ſuch Num- 


bers of Fowl reſort to this Food, that they often in 


Winter cover ſeveral Parts of the Lakes. 


Tux brought a Multitude, both of living and 


dead Creatures to ſell, which they either run down, 
or took alive in Snares, or kill d them with their Bows 
and Arrows, among them were whole Stags, very large, 
or cut into Quarters, Bucks, Hares, Rabbits, Tucas 
which are ſmaller, Dogs, and other little Creatures 
that yelp like them, Cuxatlis, and others, they kill'd 


and breed. There are many Shops of large and ſmall 


Pots, full of Atoel, or ſoak d Bisket, or Bruice, made 
of Indian Wheat, and other Things; it is wonderful 


what a Quantity of this is fold, not only in the Mar- 
kets, but at the Corners of Streets, and it is amazing 
how ſuch an immenſe Quantity of Proviſions is ſpent, 


as 
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28 Fiſh and Fleſh roaſted and boil'd, Bread, Paſties, 
Cakes, Eggs of very many ſeveral Birds, Corn, Bisker, 


Beans, Lupins, and other forts of Pulſe, Fruit as well 


that which is natural to the Country, as what has been 
carry'd from Spain. The chief Thing that ſerves for 


Meat, Drink, and Money, is a fort of Berry, which 
they call Cacahvarl, and the Spaniards, Cacao, and fo 
in the Iſtands of Cuba and Hiſpaniola. Nor is it leſs 
wonderful to behold the great Quantity and Variety 
of Colours that is ſold, which they make of Roſe 
Leaves, Fruit, Flowers, Roots, Barks of Trees, Stones, 
Wood, and other Things. There is Bees Honey, 
and ſome made of Maguey, and other Trees, but the 
Maguey affords Wine, Vinegar, Sugar, and Muſtard, 
as has been ſaid. There is Oyl made of Chianques, 
a ſoit of Seed like Muſtard, very beneficial torpreterve 
the Skin againſt Water, and keeps Paintings freſh a ve- 
ry long Time. It is alſo eaten, but moſt generally 
they uſe Butter, or Lard. They make Oyl of other 


Things, and the ſeveral forts of Liquors to drink can 


{carce be reckoned up. There are in the Market, 
Stove-makers, Barbers, Cutlers, Armourers, Pedlars 


that ſell Combs, Looking-glaſſes, and other Things, 


Porters, and other ſorts that ſome thought had not 
been among thoſe People. In ſhort, it would be end- 


{ſs to pretend to mention every Thing that is ſold 


there. | 
AL L that brought any Thing to Market, paid a 
Duty, by way of Toll to the Sovereign, that he 
might protect them againſt Thieves, and there were 
certain Officers walking about the Market, as a Spa- 
niard does now with a Wand. In a Houſe near the 
Market, were twelve antient Men, who held a Court, 
to decide Controverſies among the Traders. The 
manner of buying and ſelling was by bartering, or ex- 
changing one Thing for another, which was us'd 
EEE 4 throughout 
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throughout all the Country, There was a ſer Mea- 
ſure tor every Thing, even to Graſs, which was as 
much as could be bound together with a Cord a Fa- 
thom long, fold for a Tomin. Whoſoever defrauded 
in Meaſure, was ſeverely puniſh'd, alledging that he 
was an Enemy to all Men, and a common Thief; and 
falſe Mcaſures were broken, as is practis'd among us. 
To conclude every Thing was ſo well regulated, that | 
the Multitude of People occaſion'd no Diſturbance. 
THERE is ſcarce any Nation in the World but 
what has ſome Religion, either true or falſe, and ho- 
nours one, or more Gods; and it appears by antient 
Hiſtory, that the more brave, polite, and civiliz d 
any People was, as the Greeks, or the Romans, the 
more intent they were upon the Divine Worſhip, tho 
in a wrong Way, never undertaking any Enterprize 
without conſulting their Oracles, which ought to make 
us bluſh, who worſhip the only true God, and are fo 
negligent in that Particular. The Indians of this new 
World were moſt barbarous in their Worſhip, ſhed- 
ding Human Blood without Meaſure in their Sacrifices 
at the Inſtigation of the Devil, of which ſomething 
ſhall be faid in this Place, reſerving farther Particulars 
for another, to avoid interrupting the Courſe of the 
Hiſtory. The Temple was call'd Teucalli, which ſig- 
mifies, Houſe of God, compos d of the Words Teuth ij 
which is God, and Calli, a Houſe, a very proper Ex- 
reſſion, had it been the true God. The Spaziards 
eing Strangers to the Language, calld the Temples 
ves, and Vitriliputæli, Villalobos, being the greateſt 
Temple. There were many Temples in Mexico, an- 
u erable ro the many Par iſhes, or Wards. They had 
all Towers, and Stairs to go up to them. At the 
top there were Chapels and Altars, where the Idols 
und Images of their Gods ſtood. The Chapels wert 
the Burial Places for the Lords they belong d to, 4 
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all others were bury'd in the Earth about the Tem- 
ples, and their Yards. They were almoſt ail built 
after one and the fame Manner, the greateſt Diffe- 
| rence between them being greater, or ſmaller, higher 
or lower, better or worſe adorn'd, and moſt reſorted 
to; fo that the Deſcription of the chief Temple will 

ive a true Idea of the reſt, being ſo very different 
1n their make from thoſe of other Nations, thar the 


like of them is not known to have ever been ſeen. 


The Bottom of this Temple was ſquare, about a 
Musket Shot from one Angle to another, the Enclo- 
ſure was of Stone, above the Height of a tall Man, 
with four very ſpacious Gates, anſwering to the four 


principal Streets, which were terraſod, coming from 


the three Cauſways before ſpoken of, and another 


Part of the City that has no Cauſway, but a broad 


Street. In the midſt of this vaſt Space, which was 
extraordinary level, and ſolid, riſing three or four Steps 
from the Ground, was a fort of Foundation of Earth, 
Srone and Lime well ramm'd together, ſquare like rhe 
Court, extending above thirty Yards from one Cor- 
ner to another, at its riſing above the Ground, where 
the Bulk began to appear. It had large Tables, after 
the manner of the Pyramids of Egypt, and the higher 
the Work did riſe, the narrower the Body became, 


and the Tables were leſs. It did not run up to a2 


Point, but there was a Plain, or Flat at the Top, a- 
bout twelve or fifteen Vards ſquare. On the Weſt 
Side it had not Tables, but Steps to go up to the 
Top, each of them full a Span high. The whole 


Number of them was one hundred and thirteen, or 


one hundred and fourteen; though ſome ſay above 
one hundred and thirty, and they were of a fine ſort 
of Stone, curiouſly wrought; ſo that they look d ve- 
ry well either cloſe by, or at a diſtance. It was worth 
| phſerving to le the Prieſts go up and down * in 

os OP, their 
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374 The HisTorr of America. 
their Feftival Habit, upon ſome Ceremony, or carry- 
ing a Man to be ſacrific d. At the Top of the Fem- 
ple were two large Altars, at a Diſtance from one a- 
nother, and fo cloſe to the Edge of the Wall, that 
there was no more Room than for a Man to paſs ca- 
fily behind. One of thefe Altars was on the Right 
Hand, and the other on the Left, each of them five 
Spans high. They had diſtin& Stone Walls, with 
ugly and monſtrous Things painted on them, and a 
Chapel made of Timber, hike Maſon's Work. Each 
Chapel had three Stories, one above another, all very 
high, vaulted, which made the Structure riſe high a- 
bove the Pyramid, concluding in a very great Tower, 
extraordinary beautiful, and agreeable to behold at a 
Diſtance. From thence there was a full Proſpect of the 
whole City, and the Lake, with all its Towns, which 
was one of the fineſt Sights in the World. Motexu- 
m to pleaſe Cortes, and his Followers, conducted them 
up to this Place, attended by his prime Men, as far 
as the Altars, where was a pretty ſpacious Place, in 
which the Prieſts had conveniency to reſt themſelves, 
and celebrate their Offices. Cortes being at the Top, 
boking every Way to behold the fineſt Proſpect he 
had ever ſeen, thought he could never fufficiently view 
It, and bleſſing God, ſaid to his Men. “ What do 
<« you think of it, Gentlemen, how good has God 
<< been to us, who after having given us ſo many Vi- 
« Ctories in the greateſt Dangers, has brought us to 
* this Place, from whence we have a Sight of the 
&« ſeven Cities in the Lake, and ſo many other great 
« Towns. My Heart really gives me that mighty 
„ Kingdoms and Provinces will be conquer d from 
ce this Place; for this is the Metropolis where the De- 
ec vil has chiefly eftabliſh'd his Reſidence, and when 
ic once this City is ſubdu'd, it will be eaſy to con- 


& quer the reſt,” When he had ſpoken theſe "_ _ 
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he turn'd ro Motezuma, and faid, © It was but rea- 
« ſonable that the Neighbouring Lords ſhould be ſub- 
« ſeryient to one that had ſo noble a Dominion; and 
ce that the only Fault he could find was, that fo great a 
« Prince, and ſuch a Multitude of People, ſhould be 


<« ſo deluded, as to worſhip and follow the Devil, who 


c aim'd at nothipg, but the Deſtruction of their Souls 
ce and Bodies. This ſaid, they all went down. 
WHEN they perform d the Sacrifices, which they 


call'd Divine, there were all forts of Muſick. The 
Prieſts veſted, and burnt ſeveral Perfumes, as the Peo- 


ple, the Men on one Side, and the Women on the 
other look'd on, and pray d towards the riſing Sun. 
On each of the two foreſaid Altars ſtood a very 


1do}, repreſenting different Gods. Beſides the Tow-, 
ers over the Chapels or the Pyramid, there were fo 


or more great or ſmall, and other leſſer Temples that 


were about the great one, which though of the ſame 
make, did not front to the Eaſt, but otherways, to 


make a Diſtinction between them; which being all 


or different Sizes, and each of them dedicated to a 


ſeveral God, there was one among them round, con- 
ſecrated to the God of the Air, call'd Quer alcoatl, 
and it was of that Shape, becauſe the Air rouls round 
the World. The Entrance into this Temple was thro! 


a Door made like a Serpent's Mouth, painted after a 


deviliſn Faſhion. The Tusks and Grinders were in Re- 
lieve, fo deform'd and unnatural, that the boldeſt Man 
was daunted at it, eſpecially the Chriſtians, who look- 


ed upon it as the true Gate of Hell. It was more 
dreadful within, becauſe of the Darkneſs, and the 
Stench of Elood of the Men that had been ſacrific'd. 


There were other Temples in the City that had the 
Stairs or Steps to go up to them on three Sides, and 
others that had ſome {till ſmaller at each Angle. They 
all of them had peculiar Houſes, with the Neceſſaries, 
280 particular 
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376 The HisTory of America. 
particular Prieſts, and their proper Gods. At each of 


the four Gates of the chief Temple, there was a large 
Hall, with good Rooms about it, above and below, 


which were full of Arms, for they were Publick Hou- 
ſes, becauſe the Temples, beſides their being Houſes 
of Prayer, were alſo Fortreſſes for their Defence in Time 
of War, and therefore they ſerv'd as a Magazines. 


THERE were three other great Halls together, their 


Walls of Stone, Painted, the Roof of Timber, and 
Imagery, with many Chapels, or Chambers, that had 
very ſmall Doors, and were dark within, where was 
an infinite Number of Idols great and ſmall, made of 
ſeveral Metals, and Materials. ho were all dipp'd 
in Blood, and Black, by reaſon of their being daub'd 
and ſprinkled with it, when any Man was facrific'd; 
the very Walls were cruſted with Blood two Fin- 
gers thick, and the Floor a Span deep. They ſtunk 
abominably, and yet the Prieſts being us'd to it, went 
in every Day, as unconcern'd as if they had gone in- 
to a very fragrant Room. None beſides them were 
to go in, unleſs they were Perſons of great Note, 
and to offer a Man to be facrificd. Thoſe Mis 
niſters waired for People ro make that Offering to 
waſh their Hands in the Blood of ſuch as were fo 
offer d. This they did with as much Satisfaction, 


and Earneſtneſs, as if they had not kill'd Men like 


themſelves, or thoſe of whom they had not long 
before receiv d Favours, ſo powerful was the Devil to 
deceive them. They ſprinkled thoſe Rooms with the 


Blood, us'd ſome in their Kitchens, and gave it the 


Poultry to ear. There was a Pond of Water brought 
from Chapultepec, where they waſh'd themſelves clean. 
All the reſt of the Encloſure within the Walls of the 
Temple that lay open, was divided into Yards to 
breed Poultry, and Gardens of ſweet Herbs, and Trees, 
Roſes and Flowers for the Altars. Five thouſand _— 
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ſons reſided there to ſerve the chief Temple, who all 
lay within, and were maintain'd by it, being extraor- 
dinary rich, for it had ſeveral Towns allotted for its 
Expences and Repairs, all which ſow'd mueh Grain 
for the Maintenance of thoſe-thar ſerv'd the Temple, 
whom they were oblig'd to furniſh with Bread, Fruit, 
Fleſh, Fiſh, more Wood that was allow'd for the 
King's Palace, for Religion, tho” falſe, had always the 
Preference, and yet thoſe Towns, being dedicated to 
the Service of the Gods, had more Liberty, and hvd 


eaſier than others. Such was the Temple, and ſuch its 


Grandeur. 5 5 
Tarr Mexicans were ſo blind, and had ſo little of 
the Light of Nature, that not reflecting like Men of 
Judgment, that all Things created were the Effect of 
ſome immenſe and infinite Cauſe, which is the ' on} 
Principle, and the true God, they, through the Delu- 
ſions of the Devil, who ever aſpir'd to have the ſu» 
reme Adoration paid him, and by reaſon of their 
Forrid Sins, fell into ſuch enormous Stupidity and 
Ignorance, that within the City of Mexico alone, ac- 
cording to the moſt receiv'd Opinion, they ador'd 
two thouſand Gods, the chiefeſt of whom were Viz; 


on the two Altars at the Top of the great Temple. 
They were made of Stone, well proportion'd, tho? of 
deform'd and frightful Faces, as big as large Giants, co- 
ver'd all over with Mother of Pearl, ſet about with 


many Pearls, and Pieces of Gold, Birds, Serpents, 


Beaſts, Fiſhes, Roſes, and Flowers, made of Tirtey 
Stones, Emeralds, Chalcedonies, Amethiſts, and other 
rich Jewels, very curiouſly put together, like Adoſaick 
Work, faſtned on with that Sort of Bitumen which 
they call TTacotli, the Mother of Pearl appearing be- 


tween, extraordinary reſplendent. Each of theſe Idok 


had a thick Gold Chain made like a Snake about his 
Vor. II. Lee Body, 
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Body, and about the Neck a thick Collar of Gold, 


reaching down to the Shoulders, and ten Gold Hearts | 


of Men hanging to it. They had alſo very deformed 
Vizor Masks, with glittering Eyes like Looking-Glaſ- 


ſes, which ſhin'd both Day and Night, and were the 
more frightful in the Dark; and on the Pole a dead 


Man's Face, which was no lefs hideous. All theſe 
Things had their literal and moral Signification, among 
the Prieſts, and thoſe that were learned in their Religi- 
on. Thoſe Idols, as the People ſaid, were Brothers, 
tho” differing in their Offices, and Invocation, for 
Texcathpucatl was the God of Providence, and Y;rzili- 


przzh was the God of War, and he was more honourd 


and eſteem'd than all the reſt. There was another Idol 


larger of Stature than thoſe two, plac'd over the Cha- 


pl where they were. This Chapel was the largeſt, the 
beſt, and the richeſt, of all that were within the Do- 
minions of Motez uma, and the Reaſon of it was, be- 


cuauſe all the Wealth of the Country flow'd into Mexi- 


co, and all paid their Devotion to thoſe Idols. This 


great Idol was made up of all the Sorts of Seeds or 


Grain the Country affords, that are eaten or made Uſe 


. of, pounded, and moulded together with the Blood of 


innocent Children, Matrons, and Virgins ſacrific d, 
and their Breaſts ripp'd open to offer up their Hearts to 


the Idol, which tho? fo large, was very light, as if it 


had been made of the Pith of Reeds. As ſoon as 
dry'd up, the Prieſts conſecrated it, with extraordina- 
Pomp and Ceremonies, and a prodigious Expence, 


Nr al the City and Country reſorted to the Conſecra- 


tion, with much Joy, and incredible Devotion. The 
moſt Religious Perſons when it was bleſs'd, went in 
a very reſpectful Manner to touch it with their Hands, 
and ſtruck into that Maſs the moſt valuable Stones they 
had, Ingots of Gold, and other valuable Ornaments. 
When this was done, and the Idol plac'd in his _ 
400 p< 
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pel, with wonderful Pomp, and Noiſe of Muſick, 
no lay Perſon might afterwards go into the Place where 
it was, much leſs touch it, nor even any Religious 
Perſon, unleſs he were a Prieſt, who in their Language 
was call d Tlamacaxtli. This Idol was black, and they 
renew'd him from Time to Time, breaking the old 
one into Bits, which were diſtributed as Relicks amon 
the prime People, and particularly the Soldiery, who 
wore it about them to defend their Perſons. Together 
with this Idol they bleſsd a Veſſel of Water, with 
extraordinary Ceremonies and Expreſſions, which they B 
kept very religiouſly, at the Foot of the Altar, againſt bl 
the King was to be crown'd, for he was conſecrated 1 
with it; as was the General of their Forces, when cho- 
ſen for any great War, giving him ſome of it ro 
cranks; 5 e end „„ 

Tux from Time to Time made another Idol af- * 
ter the Manner of the laſt mention d, the which being | 3 
broke into ſmall Bits, was given by Way of Com- I 
munion to Men and Women to eat, who to prepare for 
that Feſtival, bath'd, and waſh'd their Faces and 
Hands, dreſs'd their Heads, and ſcarce ſlept all the 
Night. They pray'd, and as ſoon as it was Day, were 
all in the Temple to receive that Communion, with 
ſuch ſingular Silence and Devotion, that tho there was 
an infinite Multitude, there ſeem'd to be nobody. If 
any of the Idol was left, the Prieſts were to eat it. 
Motexuma went to this Ceremony attended by Abun- 
dance of Quality, and richly dreſ9d. After the So- 
lemnity, in Honour of it, he made great Entertain- 
ments, with Diverſions, and Rejoycings. The other 
Gods, tho? ſo numerous, were each of them appoint- 
ed to ſome particular End, and as there are ſo many 


Diſtempers, every one of them had its particular Deity; 
and in like Manner for all other Occaſions, eſpecial ß 
for the Indian Wheat, for when the Reeds were ſmall, 1 

Cc 2 they 1 
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fic'd,! 2s being the Effet of fo cruel a/Caule, as =_ 
Yo! . 2 1 L ED 5 the 


they ſacrificd new-born Babes, and others bigger as 
it grew up; till it Was ear'd and ripe, and then they ſa- 
eriſic d Men. Theſe Sacrifices were offer'd to the 
Gods of the Grain, that they might protect it. 
Tun Mexicans being ſo very exact in all Religious 
Obſervances beyond all others in that new World, ei- 
ther to ſhew the Multitude of Sacrifices they offer'd to 
their Gods, or to keep in their Minds the Remem- 
brance of Death, to which all Men are ſubject, they 


bad a Charnel of the Skulls of Men taken in War, 


and ſacrific d, which was without the Temple, and op- 
poſite to the great Gate, above a Stones Throw from 
it, in Shape like a Theatre, longer than it was broad, 
ſtrong, and built with Lime and Stone, with Steps, on 
which the Heads were ſet between the Stones, the Teeth 
outwards. At the Head and Foot of the Theatre were 
two Towers, made only of Lime and Skulls, and ha- 
ving no Stone or other Material, at leaſt not to be ſeen, 
they were very ſtrange to behold, being dreadful, and 
at the ſame Time a good Memorial, Death appear- 
ing which Way ſoever a Man turn'd his Eyes. At 


the Top of the Theatre, which much adorn d the 


Charnel, there were: ſixty or more long Poles, about 
four or five Spans aſunder, to which were fix d from 
the Top to the Bottom, as many Sticks as the Height 
could contain, in the Form of St. Andrew's Croſſes, 
with Heads, or Skulls plac d between all thoſe Intervals, 
and made faſt at the Temples. The Number was fo 


great, that Gomara, who had it from Audra de Tapia, 


and Gonzalo de Umbria, two Perſons! that took the 
Pains to count them, tell us, they amounted: to above 
ene hundred and thirty thouſand Sidulls, beſides 
thoſe that were in the Towers, which they could not 
count ; and the ſaid Gomara condemns this Practice, in 
regard that they were the Heads of Men facri- 
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the killing ſo many innocent Perſons; and he is in the 
right, for had they been the Heads of Men that had 
dy'd a natural Death, it was commendabletoexpoſe them 
to publiek View, to put the living in mind of their End. 
They were ſo careful to keep them continually rang'd 
in their proper Order, that there were Perſons appoint- 
ed to ſet up others, whenſoever any happen'd to drop 
out, which according to their Superſtition they look 
upon as a Religious Affair. 
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General HISTORY 


Of the vaſt ConTinenT and ISLANDS of 
AMERICA, &c. 


SEM N 4 
5 e a , Ne 81 N * of 1 - DT „ 875 e - , * - - 7 7 


pp. H. BOOK YL 


CCC 


n 1,5 


Cortes goes to ſee the Market and the great 
Temple of Mexico; receives Advice of 
the Death of John de Eſcalante; ſecures 
Motezuma; . what hapned afterwards. 


0 return to our Fay, Cortes ſpent ſome 
7 2 Days in taking an exact View of the Situ- 
| T ation and Strength of the City, conſidering 
5 2 ſeriouſly, on the one hand the Danger he 
had run himſelf i into, and on the other the Difficulties 
that occur d in extricating himſelf, for he now receiv'd 


dreadful 


( 
1 
I 
0 
v 
ſ] 
1 
ri 
tl 
th 
w 
L. 
M 
W. 
in 
for 


gre 


— QA O ws 


The HisToRy of America. 383 


dreadful Advices, and tho' he endeavour d to have them 
diſregarded, for the Encouragement of thoſe by whom 
they were brought, they were for the moſt Part true. 
He was told; that all the Nobility had unuſual Confe- 
rences wuh AZorezuma, and that there was a Talk of 
killing all the Spaniards, which the Devil preſs'd them 
to do, it being look'd upon as certain, that Adorezume 
ſeveral Times ask'd his Advice, and was anſwer d, it 
was then a proper Opportunity to ſacrifice thoſe few 
Men, and honour the Gods with their Blood. AAare- 
⁊uma was not altogether averſe to this Deſign, but his 
natural Inclination to Mercy, and the Dread of the 
Spaniards, check d him; for beſides the Victories ob- 
tain'd over the Tlaſcallaus, the Execution at Chulula 
had gain'd Cortes much Reputation, and ſtruck a great 
Terror into all the Natives. Theſe Thoughts lying 
heavy upon Cortes, he dealt with that King's Miniſters 
very craftily, always behaving himſelf very lovingly 
rowards them, andendeavouring that all his Men ſhould 
do ſo, and give no - Occaſion of Diſguſt. He ask'd 


Leave to ſee the City, and the Market, and went ve- 


ry well attended. Next he viſited the Temple of their 
chief God, Vitxilipuxtli, where the King was, and ha- 
ving.paid him the due Reſpect, pray d that he would 
ſhow him his Gods, and how they were worſhipp'd. 
This was propos d to the Prieſts, and nothing occur- 
ring to obſtruct it, they ſhow'd him all that was in 
that great Temple. Cortes told him, he wonder'd 
that ſo great a Prince was not ſenſible of the Folly of 
worſhipping thoſe Idols, and that if he wouldgive him 
Leave to erect a Croſs, and to fer up the Image of che 
Mother of God, he did not queſtion bur that he 
would ſoon be ſenſible of his Error; and then turn- 
ing to Peter de Alvarado, he bid him fear nothing, 
for thar Forrune always favour'd thoſe who undertook 
great Enterprizes with much Courage. Matex uma an- 
| 7 ſ wer d, 
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ſwer'd, that had he thought he would have offer'd 
ſuch an Affront to his Gods, he ſhould not have been 


permitted to come into the Temple ; and the Prieſts | 


| ſhow'd they were diſguſted at it. He added, he would 


then ſtay in the Temple, and that Cortes might go away 


to his own Quarters. Cortes then ſpoke to the King's 
Stewards, to give him Leave to dreſs up a Chapel, 
where Maſs might be decently celebrated, for till then 
that was perform'd on ſome Tables, which were re- 
mov d as ſoon as the Service was over, and his Intenti- 
on was, that beſides having a fix d Place, where the 
Spaniards ought at all Times to fay their Prayers, the 
Indians might fee how the Divine Worſhip and Religi- 
ous Affairs were manag d. The Stewards durſt not 
grant it, whereupon Cortes ſent his Interpreters, Agui- 
lar, Marina, and Orteguilla his Page, who began to 
learn that Language, to ask that Licence of Motexu- 
ma, which he granted, and appointed Indiaus to carry 
on that Work, and find all Materials, ſo that two Spa- 
niards that were skilful directing them, the Chapel was 
finiſh'd by thoſe Iudiaus in two Days. The Altar was 
erected, and all Things provided, the beſt their Cir- 
cumſtances would afford, and a wooden Croſs was 
rear d in the Court, before the Door, that the Indian: 
might all ſee what Honour the Chriſtians paid to it. 
Maſs was ſaid, and ſometimes ſung, F. John Diaz offi- 
ciating, with ſome others that knew how to do it, 
which was perform'd every Day till there was no more 
Wine; Cortes being extraordinary careful that his Sol- 
diers ſhould live regularly, and ſhow themſelves good 
Chriſtians, continually inculcating to them of what great 
Conſequence their Example was, they being the firſt 
that were to ſet it to thoſe Idolaters, in order to their 
embracing the Catholick Faith, which ought to be 
the principal End they aim'd at; and that they ought 
to obſerve ſtrict Diſcipline, being ready upon all _ 
Ons; 
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fions, acting honourably, and obeying all Commands, 
aſſuring them, if they did ſo, that no Diſaſter could 
befal them, whereas if they behav'd themſelves other- 
wiſe, he could not deny their being in Dan- 

Ar this Time two Men came privately from 7iaſ 
cala, who brought Letters from Villa Rica, with Ad- 
vice, that John de Eſcalante, whom he had left there 
for his Lieutenant, Alcalde, and Chief Alguazil, had 
been kill'd with fix of his Men, in a Battle he had 


with the Mexican Forces, in which many of the Toro- 


naque Indians they took with them had 5 

Zempo- 
ala were fevolted, and would not ſend in any Proviſi- 
ons; that the Toronaques in like Manrier began to fall 
off. The Affair of John de Eſcalante was after this 
Manner. The Torouaques having ſorborn paying their 
Tribute to Moteæuma, ſince their Entering into Confe. 
deracy with Cortes, Moteæuma's Commanders, and par- 
ticularly thoſe on the Borders of Panuco, derhatided it; 
and tho they anſwer'd that Cortes had forbid them pay- 
ing it, with Aſſurance that it was the King's Pleaſure ; 
the others reply*d, that they had lately receiv'd Orders 
from Motezama, and if they did not pay it, they 
would come and deſtroy them. They had Recourſe 
to John de Eſcalante; who ſent Meſſengers to defire 
the Mexican Commandets not to inſult thoſe People, 


ſince they were all Friends. They anſwer'd, it was 


not in their Power to forbear. Eſcalante ſent again, to 
entreat them to deſiſt, becauſe it was rhe Will of Mo- 


rezuma, declaring, that in cafe they did not, he would 


defend them. They nothing regarding this ſecond 
Meſſage, reply'd, he ſhould find them in the Field, 
and might do as he thought fir. Eſcalante march'd 
out with forty Spaniards, who had three Croſs-Bows, 
two Muskets, two ſmall Field Pieces, atid about two 
| Vor. II. D d d 4 thouſand 
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thouſand Confederate Indian. He found the Aari- 


- Cans, being double his Number, in the Field; they 


engag d, and the Totonaques fled at the firſt Onſet, lea- 
ving ſome dead. The Spaniards being forſaken by 
their Allies, ſtood their Ground, and routed the Mexi- 
cas, who having never felt them before, could not 
ſtand the Edges of the Spaniſh Swords. They purſu d 
them as far as the Town that was afterwards call'd A.- 
#neria, and burnt it. John de Eſcalante was much 
wounded in this Fight, and his Horſe kill'd, and fix 


of the Men were dangerouſly hurt. Eſcalante dy d 


of his Wounds as ſoon as he came to Villa Rica. The 
Indians carry'd off one Soldier alive, whoſe Name was 
Arguello, a Native of Leon, a Man of fa great Head, a 
black curl'd Beard, very luſty and ſtrong, who being 
ſent to Morexuma, for this hapned before Cortes en- 
ter'd Mexico, he dy d by the Way of his Wounds, 
and becauſe he ſtunk they carry'd the Head, which 
being of a luſty Man, put him into a Conſternation. 
He would not have it offer'd at any of the Temples 
in Mexico, but in ſome one without; and ſaid, he 
wonder'd how it came to paſs that his Men being fo 
numerous did not vanquiſh that ſmall Number, and 
that he was convinc'd thoſe Men were not immortal, 
tho” they appear d to be very brave. The Conſterna- 
tion he was put into by the Sight of Arguello's Head, 
ſome ſay, proceeded from the Predictions he had, that 
ſuch Men ſhould conquer his Monarchy, and change 


the Religion. 


Cortes hearing what had hapned, becauſe it was re- 
quiſite to have an able Man in the Town of Villa Rica, 
ſent thither Alonſo de Grado, a Perſon of good Abilities, 
but not much a Soldier, to be Alcalde, and his Lieute- 
nant, and conferr'd on Gonzalo de Sandoval the Poſt of 


Chief Alguazil, yer ſo that he might ſtill tay at Mewi- 
co. He charg'd Grado to take care of the Inhabitants 


and 
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and reſpect them, and not ſuffer any Wrong to be 
done to the confederate Indiaus, or any Thing to be ta- 
ken from them by Force, and to be very diligent in 
finiſhing the Work of the Fort. When Alonſo de Gra- 
do came to Villa Rica, he behav'd himſelf very loftily 
with the Soldiers, demanding Preſents of the neigh- 
bouring Towns, and little regarded the finiſhing of 
the Fort. It being likewiſe known, that he diſcover'd 
an Inclination for James Velaſquez, and had propos'd it 
to ſome of his Friends to receive him if he ſhould 
come, Cortes order d Gonzalo de Sandoval to ſend him 
Priſoner to Mexico, and ſtay himſelf at Villa Rica. 
Alonſo de Grado having been ſome Days confin'd, 
was reſtor d to the Favour of Cortes, who after ha- 
ving ſent away Sandoval, conferr'd withf ſome No- 
blemen of Tlaſcala and Chulula, to diſcover the Oc- 
caſion of what had been done by Couatlpopoca, for 
that was the Name of the Mexican General. They 
aſſur d him that he durſt never have preſum'd to act 
againſt Eſcalante, without poſitive Orders from the 
King. Cortes hereupon conſidering the Danger he was 
in, * conferring other Diſcoveries he had made, and 
that if he departed the City he ſhould ſtill be in more 
Danger of Periſhing, beſides his loſing all the Reputa- 
tion he had gain'd, with an undaunted Courage reſolv'd 
to put all to the Hazard upon ſeizing the King's Perſon, 
a bold and difficult Enterprize with Relation to the 
preſent Poſture of Affairs, and the Power of that 
mighty Prince. Tho? ſome few with whom he im- 


mediately advis'd, laid before him the Difficulty of 
ſucceeding in an Affair of that Nature; others were 


of his Opinion, whereupon he concluded to put it in 
Execution, believing that they muſt inevitably periſh 
unleſs they had that Hoſtage for their Security. When 
he had fix'd this Reſolution, ſeveral Tlaſcallaus came to 


him, with an Account that the Mexican publickly 
3 n een talk d 
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talk d of breaking down the Bridges about the City 
and had already made many warlike Preparations, ad- 
viſing him to conſider what was to be done before it 
was too late. | 

Cortes told them, he very well knew what was in 
Agitation, that the Danger was not ſo great as they 
1magin'd, and that they ſhould not fear, ſince God 
was for them. He walk d that Night alone in a great 
Hall, ſtudying upon the Manner of putting his De- 
ſign in Execution, and was there inform'd by Alonſo 


Janex, a Maſter Bricklayer, or Maſon, that there was 


a Door which had been lately made up, and plai- 
ſter d over. Cortes order'd it to be immediately broke 
open, to ſee what. was meant by it. He went in that 
Way, with ſome Soldiers, and foynd ſeveral Rooms 
ſtor d with rich Feather Works, Jewels, Cotton Gar- 
ments, Idols, and other Things of Value. He caus'd 
the Door to be ſhut up, without touching any thing, 
for it had all belong'd to Acaxaya, Motexumd's Father, 
and immediately ſent for all the Commanders, and thoſe 

hom he us'd to conſult in his Affairs, and told them, 
s They knew the Danger they were in, as well by 
« what had been found out by the Affair of Coraripe- 
c poca, Which they had receiv'd from Vera Crux, as 
te by the Informations the 7 iaſcallans gave; for which 
« Reaſon, unleſs they could propoſe ſome better Ex- 
“ pedient, he had reſolv'd to ſeize Motez uma, bring 
* him away to his . Quarters, and keep him under a 
= ſtrong Guard; becauſe whilſt Motezuma was in 
cc their Hands, the 4exicans would not dare to attempt 
e what he had heard was deſign'd by them; and that 
ce in caſe they ſhould, when once their Sovereign was 
ge dead, there would be ſo many Diviſions among them 
te about the Election of a new King, that it was like- 
ge ly ſome one Party for their own Advantage would 
“join with them, which would ſtrengthen them 
. p ' | 4 10 * A E againſt 
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« apainſt the other; for that there was no Way of de- 
« parting the Ciry but like Fugitives, that would be 
« every where deſpis'd and kill d, before they could 
« come to Tlaſcala; and therefore ſince they were eve- 
& ry Way in Danger, it was beſt to follow ſuch a bold 
<«. Reſolution as he had pitch'd upon.” He then de- 
ſir'd them all to ſpeak their Minds freely, Some would 
have had him come to an Agreement with Motex uma, 
about departing out of Mexico, for ſince he had made 
ſuch advantageous Offers to prevent their Coming into - 
the City, he would bid as much to have them gone; 
they looking upon the Deſign of Seizing him as a 
Raſhneſs. Others ſaid, That ſince it was not certain 
that if they propos d to depart the City Motec uma 
would protect or give them any of his Treaſures, it 
was better to put Cortess Deſign in Execution, becauſe 
as appear d by the Letter from Villa Rica, he had or- 
der d thoſe Spaniards to be killd, and his Intentions were 
evil; beſides, that it was ſcandalous and dangerous to 


depart the City upon Terms or without them; and 


ſince they were then in, it would be unreaſonable up- 
on uncertain Hopes of the Safety of their Lives, to 
omit doing ſo great a Piece of Service to God and the 
King, as it would be to poſſeſs themſelves of Mexico, 
for if that ſucceeded, it would be an eaſy Matter to 
ſubdue all the reſt of that Empire. The Majority 

ve into this Opinion, and it was reſolv'd that Cortes 


ſhould 7 his Deſign in Execution; and when he 


had told 
to Reſt, 
Tux next Day, at the uſual Hour of viſiting the 
King, Cortes went, attended by thirty of his Com- 
manders and Prime Men, leaving all the reſt very ſtill, 
in a Readineſs, divided into ſeveral ſmall Detatchments, 


them how he intended to do it, they all went 


at the moſt proper Poſts. He order d thoſe that went 


gut with him to go ſlily away to the Palace, by two 


and 
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end two, or three and three, as if they were walking 
about. Motec uma came out to meet Cartes, and con- 
duced him into a Room where his Seat was; the 


thirty Spaniards went in after him, and being well plead 


with his Diſcourſe, he gave him many Gold Jewels, 


and a Daughter of his own, beſides ſome of other great 


Men, his own for him to marry her, and the others 
do wait on her, or to be diſtributed among his Gentle- 
men. He accepted of them for fear of offending him, 
faying he always favour d him as became ſo great a 
Prince, but that he could not marry that Lady, be- 
cauſe the Chriſtian Religion would nor allow of it, both 
on account that ſhe was not baptiz'd, and of his be- 
ing already marry'd, and rhat he could have but one 
Wife. However orezwna would have him to 
take her, that he might have Grandſons by fo brave a 
- Wren the above-mention'd Diſcourſe was over, 


Corres told Motexuma, That Couatlpopoca, his Subject 


* and General on the Frontiers, and Lord of the City, 
& of Nauhtlan, having ſent for ſome Spaniards to that 


4 Place under Colour of - Friendſhip, had murder'd 


< three of them, and would have deſtroy d the reſt, 
c if God had not deliver d them; and that the Com- 
* mander of Vera Crux calling him to Account for 
* that Treachery; they came to a Battle, and he had 
e kild eight Spaniards more. That being oblig'd 
to anſwer for thoſe Men, he had taken Care to en- 
5e quire who had been in the Fault, and finding that 
all the People laid it upon him, (tho* he did not be- 

* lieve it, looking upon him to be the King his Maſ- 
de ters good Friend, as he had aſſur d him) he thought 
ce it abſolutely neceſſary (to the End that thoſe 'who 
ae had been guilty of that Crime, and thoſe who ſaid 
5 he had order'd it, might be puniſh'd, to deter others 
te from being unjuſt to their Lord) that he ſhould $9 


with 
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« with him to his Quarters, where he ſhould be ſerv'd 
<« as punctually as in his own Palace, or better, for he 

« would be very well plea: d with the Service the Spa- 

&« ziards ſhould do him, and delighted with their Con- 

i yerſation; and that he ſhould: be no longer detain d 

“ than till he had ſent for the Offenders, and they 

C two were agreed on what was to be done with them. 

«© He begg'd him not to be concern'd at it, for he 

c knew that when he was once acquainted with his 

« Men he would be loath to go from them. . 
Mute uma having liſtned with much Attention to all 

that Cortes ſaid, ſeeming to be much aſtoniſh'd, faid, 

cc He knew nothing of what he had told him had hap- 
c ned in that City, the Lord whereof was his Subject, 

« and that perhaps they were the Tlaſcallans that had 

c told him he was concern'd in that Affair, which he 

« did not wonder at, ſince they were his Enemies, 

| « and would be glad of his Ruin; but he might be 

ce aſſur'd, that no ſuch Thing had been done by his 


| “ Command.” This ſaid, he calld two Noblemen 
| that were by, and order'd them to go away to. Nawht- 
f lan, and command Couaulpopoca, and all that had a 


Hand in the Death of the Spaniards to appear before 
him; giving them a little Stone he took off from his 
Arm to ſhow them, and that in caſe they refus'd to 

obey, they ſhould make War on them, with the Aſſiſt- 
1 ance of the neighbouring Lords, till they brought them 
F away Priſoners. | He then turn'd to Cortes, and told 
- him, he ſaw he had ſent for the Offenders, and therefore 
f deſir d he would let him ſtay there, ſince he was not 
likely to forſake his Houſe, or to fly into the Moun- 
7 tains, and he would be ſatisfy'd that Cortes and his 
| Companions ſhould ſtay. there. This Point was lo 
bandy'd,. and the Controverſy laſted till three in- the 
h Afternoon, when Cortes perſwaded him toigo. He or- 
* der; d certain Rooms to be fitted up, and a Bier brought 

| | to 
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to carry him, which was done by the Lords that were 
reſent. Some Tokens of Uneaſineſs appear'd by the 


ay, but Morex uma order d all Perſons to be qui- 


et. 
| Many Noblemen reſorted to A4otezama's Appart- 
ment, being very melancholy; expreſſing their Sorrow 
for that Innovation, and offer'd to do any Service 
that ſhould be enjoyn'd them. Corres being ſenſible 
of the Boldneſs of his Enterprize, and the Danger he 
was in, to provide for the worſt, order'd two Brigan- 
tines to be built, that would carry two hundred Men, 
to come into and go out of the City as there ſhould 
be occaſion. They were ſoon finiſh'd, and he kept 
them under a ſtrong Guard, near his Quarters, to the 
no ſmall Amazement of the Indian. Motexuma fear- 
ing leſt any Harm that might be done to the 
Spaniards by his People, would redound upon himſelf, 
ut on a good Face to conceal the Grief that perplex'd 
im, telling the Men of Quality that ſerv'd and vi- 
fited him, there was no occaſion to be ſo much con- 
cern'd, ſince he was alive and well, liv'd in that Ap- 
partment at his Eaſe, and no Injury or Affront was 
offer d him; that he had choſen to go thither to con- 
vince the Spaziards that what had been ſaid of him in 
relation to Coratipopoca was not true, that he deſign'd 
to puniſh him, to the end that no other ſhould be 
guilry of the like; that he would ſtay there till Cor- 
tes was ſatisfy' d, and that fince he might depart from 
thence whenſoever he ſhould think fir, they ought to 
fer their Hearts at reſt, and as they had always lov'd 
him, they ſhould ' ſhow it at that Time. As 
ſoon as brought into the Appartment, Cortes ſer a 
Guard over him, and gave the Command of it 
to John Velaſquez de Leon, and if particular care had 
not been taken, he would have been convey'd a- 
way, for Walls where broke through, and other * 8 
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thods try'd; and one Day he attempted to throw 
himſelf off from the flat Roof of a Houſe, that was 
ten Fathoms high, for his People that were underneath 
to catch him, had not a Spaniard that was upon the 
Guard, and near his Perſon, held him. Cortes viſited 
hm every Day, and for his Diverſion order'd the Sol- 
diers to exerciſe their Weapons, and to play, with 
which he was very much pleas'd, and generouſly re- 
warded them. Hi own Servants waited on him, as 
they were wont to do in his Palace, and ſo did the 
Spaniards, who by Cortes's Command honour'd and 
_—_— him as a King. There he decided Law-Suits, 
diſpatch'd all 3 and attended the Government 
of his Kingdoms, ſpeaking either in private or pub- 
lick to any Perſons whatſoever; and yet the Indians 
were ſo reſtleſs and uneaſy, that they never ceas'd by 
Day or Night to attempt reſcuing of him. For this 
Reaſon, Cortes order'd Rodrigo Alvares Chico, a brave 
and. watchful Man, to guard the back-fide of the 
Houſe with fixty Men, twenty mounting at a Time, 
and Andrew de Menjarraz to do the fame before the 
Palace, with the like Number. Moteæuma was there 
ſerv'd like à great Prince, the Diet that was brought 
him by four and four Men holding up the Diſhes, 
with much Reſpect, made a long Train; and when he 


bad done, all the Meat was divided among the Gentle- 


men that ſerv'd, and the 'Spaniards thar guarded him. 
His Bed conſiſted pf many coftly' Cotton Blankers, 
ſome of them very fine, ſame quilted and coverd 
with others of great Value, made of ' Feathers and Co- 
ney-Wooll, which are very warm, ſoft, and extraor- 
dinary ſightly, beitig of various natural Colours. The 
Bed was laid on Mats, and a 'wooden Bedſtead, all 
hired either for the Beat gr Cut. 
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Cortes took ſpecial Care that his Spaniards ſhould 
ſpeak to and treat with Moteæ uma in moſt reſpectful 
Manner, as became ſo great a Prince, ſetting them an 
Example himſelf, for every Time he came in to viſit 
him, he made ſeveral Bows down to the Ground, 
which ſeem'd in ſome Meaſure to fatisfy him. He of- 
ten offer d him his Liberty, ſaying, he might return to 
his own Palace if he thought fit, for he die not keep 
him as a Priſoner. He anſwer' d, he thank'd him, and 
was well there, becauſe he wanted nothing that was pro- 

er for his Service, and was pleas'd to be there, that 
e might have the more Opportunity of converſing 
with the Spaniards. whom he lov'd better every Day, 
as liking their. Behaviour ; and becauſe it might hap- 


pen, that if he return'd Home, his People being more 


at Liberty to talk with him, would importune him 
to do ſomething in Prejudice of the Spaniards. Mote- 
z4ma ſometimes went out from that Apartment, at- 
tended by a Number of Soldiers, to viſit thoſe Tem- 
ples that were moſt honour'd by the prime Nobility ; 
and at other Times to take his Pleaſure at his Country 
Houſes, a League or two from the City, but always 
return'd to lye at the Spariſi Quarters. He likewiſe 
went in great Canoes, that carry'd ſixty Men; before 
his was always a very ſmall one, with two to row, and 
an Indian richly clad, ſtanding, carry'd the three Gold 
Rods before ſpoken of, upright in his Hand, in the 
Nature of a royal Penon. The two Brigantines, be- 
ing the firſt that Martin Lopez built, went along to 
guard him, and were afterwards, burnt by the Vadian, 
when Cortes march'd out againſt Narbaex. The Spa- 
niards then ſtood very diligently upon their Guard, for 
that was the Time when moſt Harm might be done 
them. The Diverſion Motex uma took on the Lake 
was ſhooting Birds with a Trunk, at which he was ve- 
ry dextrous. Sometimes he went out to the Moun- 

rains 
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tains to hunt wild Beaſts with Nets, Bows and Arrows, 


ard Hawking, which he did not uſe much, tho' for 
Grandeur he kept many Eagles, and other ſtately Birds 


of Prey. When he went a Hunting, he was carry'd 


on Men's Shoulders, with his Spaniſh Guards, and three 
thouſand Tlaſcallans, and he could not but be much con- 
cern'd to ſee them, becauſe they were his antient Ene- 


mies. The great Men, his Vaſſals, attended him, and 


he entertain d them all very graciouſly, beſtow d many 
Gifts and Favours on them all. He took Delight in 


giving, and was ſo generous towards thoſe he lik'd, 


that Cortes one Day told him the Spaniards were un- 
lucky, and being never idle had rumag'd the Houſe, 


and taken ſome Gold they found in certain Chambers, - 
he therefore deſir'd to know what he would have done 


with it, meaning that which he had found, when he 
caus'd the Door before ſpoken of to be broke open. 
Mote uma anſwer d, That belongs to the City Gods, 
but let them leave the Feathers and other Things 
that are not of Gold and Silver, and do you take the 
reſt for yourſelf, and then if you will have more I 
will give it you. That Treaſure Alonſo de Ojeda in his 
Memorials, ſays, was ineſtimable, and he was an Eye 
Witneſs. The Spaniards call'd thoſe Rooms where the 
faid Wealth was, the Jewel Houſe. The Cheſts the 
Cotton Cloth or Garments lay in, were fo large, that 
they reach'd up to the Top of the Rooms, and fo wide, 
that when empty, two Spaziards lay in each of them. 
Above one thouſand Loads of Cloth were carry'd out 
into the Court, which Cortes would have return'd to 
Motezuma, but he refus d, ſaying, he never took that 
again which he had once given. Cortes divided 
ba Cloth among the Soldiers, as he thought 
t. 
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Fon as much as it is not proper to omit. any Parti- 


cular that is remarkable, among other Things admir d 


in the good Government of Mate uma, was his Care 


to have the City of Mexico kept clean, to which Pur- 
poſe, a conſiderable Number of Men were appointed 


to be continually Sweeping and Watering the Streets, 
placing great Pans of Fire in them at certain Diſtances, 
and whilſt ſome ſlept others warch'd, ſo that there 
were always enough to look to the City, and obſerve 
what was done in it, by Day and by Night. Cortes, 
who took Notice of every Thing, obſerving that the 
Naborias, which are Indian Servants, did put Mote uma 
to a great Expence, order d them to be diſmiſs d, and 
that every  Spaxiard ſhould have only one India Wo- 
man, to dreſs his Meat, and the reſt to be ſo diſpos'd 
of, that they might not be maintain d at the Charge of 
More cuma, and that it ſhould be without the City, 
that they might not be trqubleſome to Adorezuma, and 
his People, Cortes could not do this fo privately but 


that the King heard of it, who ſent for him, and in 3 
grave and loying Manner told him, he admir'd he 


ſhould ſo much undervalue him, as to cauſe the Na- 
borias to be turn'd out of the City, to fave him that 
Expence, that he ſhould conſider what they would 
fay who were acquainted with his Grandeur. As ſoon 
as he. had ſpoke thoſe Words, before Cortes could an- 
ſwer him, he order'd ſome Prime Men that were pre- 
ſent to put the Vaborias belonging to the Spaniards into 
a very good Appartment, and give them a double Al- 


lowance every Day. Cortes kils'd his Hands for that 


Favour, begging Pardon, if he had err'd in what he 
Acc. declaring he had not deſign'd to diſpleaſe him. 


Aoteauma took ſuch Care of all Things for the Uſeof 
the Spaniards, that he appointed them certain Houſes for 
eaſing themſelves, which for that Reaſon were calld 
ae Mavixato, that is, of the Eaſing of Nature, cer- 
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Motezuma's Generoſtty, and Severity; Cor- 

tes diſcourſes him about Religion; his 
eAnſwer ; Couatlpopoca, burnt, with 
ſome others; Motezuma reprovd. 


HE Houſe the 5 jards were quarter d 
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in being extraordinary large, Alonſo de 
A K (| Ojeda walking about ſeveral Rooms, 
bound in one of them many ſmall 
backs, about half a Yard long, full, 

— and ty'd up very cloſe. He took one 


he affirms is certainly true, and fo they quickly w 
it up again, much admiring at the Meaning of it. They 


told Cortes, who ask'd Marina and Aguilar about it. 


They anſwer d, that all Perſons were ſo ſubmiſſive to 
the King, that thoſe who through extream Poverty or 
Sickneſs could not pay Taxes to the King, were ob- 
lig'd to louſe themſelves, and to keep the Lice. to pay 
them as an. Acknowledgment, and rhat the poor Sort 
being very numerous,. there were ſeveral Bags of Lice, 


the maſt remarkable Thing that ever was heard of, and 


which ſufficiently ſhews the wonderful Subjection of 
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of them, which he carry'd out, and opening it before 
| ſeveral of his Comrades, ſaw it was full of Lice, which 
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ſmall Worms, however Alonſo de Ojeda in his Memo» 
rial, afferts it, as an Eye Witneſs, and ſo does Alonſo de 

Mata. The King was ſo affable and loving to the 
Spaniards, that no Day ever paſs'd in which he beſtow'd 
not a Favour on ſome oneof them. He was particu- 
hrly very fond of one Pena, and jeſting frequently 
with him, would ſnatch his Cap off his Head, and 
throw it down from a Gallery to make him run down 
for it, and then gave him ſome Jewel of Value. He 
took an extraordinary Fancy to him, and would cer- 
tainly have made him very rich, had not his unfortu- 
nate Death prevented it; for he could never forbear 
ſmiling and being pleasd whenſoever he ſaw him, tho 
Cortes were preſent; nor did he ever eat, or go abroad 
to divert himſelf but Pena was with him, and with 
good Reaſon, for he was pleaſant, graceful, well ſhap'd, 
and diſcreet in all he ſaid or did. Motexuma was fo 

enerous, that he feem'd to contrive Opportunites to 
Ia his Favours, and ſeeing Alonſo de Ojeda with 
a new Pouch of that Sort which are gather'd, and 
have feveral Purſes in them, wrought with Silk, he 
| begg'd it of him, view'd it nicely, was well pleas'd, 
and admir'd its being divided ſo neatly into fo many 
Parts, to keep ſeveral Things. Being much delighted 
with it, he whiſtled ſoftly, which was the Way when 
great Men calbd, ſome Gentlemen came to know his 
Pleaſure, and he whifper'd them to do ſomething, and 
in an Inſtant they gave Ojeda t wo beautiful Indian Wo- 
men, many rich Mantles, a Buſhel of Cacao, and 
ſome Jewels, far above what the Pouch would have 
been worth, tho' it had been of beaten Gold. Ojeda 
humbly return'd Thanks, and as nothing gains ſo ma- 
ny Friends as Affability and Generoſity, the Spaniards 
all lov'd him as if he had been their Father, or Bro- 
ther, beſides the Reſpect they bore him as a great 
Prince. He often play'd at a Spaniſh Game of ſmall 


Bowls 
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Bowls on the Ground, with Corres, and Peter de Al- 
varado, and made a Difference in paying the Looſings, 
for when Alvarado loſt he gave a Chalchibite, which is 
a Stone valu'd by the Indians, but not by the Speri- 
| ards, and when Mote uma loſt, he paid an Ingot of 
,old, worth at leaſt fifty Ducats, and he ſometimes 
loſt forty or fiſty of them in one Afternoon, and was 
glad to loſe that he might have an Opportunity to 
we. | | Tn | 
l By what outwardly appear'd, Mate uma was deſi- 
cous to pleaſe the Spaniards in all Things, and accord- 
ingly he offer'd Cortes another Daughter of his own, 
more beautiful than the former, thinking that as he had 
many Wives himſelf, Cortes might have ſeveral Miſtreſ- 
ſes, tho' they were Siſters, Cortes propos d to marry her 
to Chriſtopher de Olid, Motexuma agreed to it, and fo did 
Olid, on Account of her Beauty, and being the Daugh- 
ter of ſo great a Prince. The King was well pleas d 
with it, gave him Jewels of Value, and always treated 
him as his Kinſman. Thoſe two Ladies were baptiz'd, 
and frequent Conferences were held with Motec uma 
about Religious Affairs, and once Cortes propos d to 
him, That ſince he manifeſtly diſcover d the Falſhood 
of his Idols, he ſhould become a Chriſtian, for it 
was only God that had created all Things, diſpos'd of 
Empires in this Life, and would give him Bliſs in the 
next. Tho' as far as could be perceiv d the King was 
not diſpleas d with what Cortes had ſaid, he anſwer'd, 
That he would conſider of it. Thoſe who were beſt 
affected to him, on account of his noble Diſpoſition, 
believ d, and would have perſwaded others, that if he 
bad not been prevented by Death, he would have em- 
brac'd che Faith, tho' the Devil endeavour'd to obſtruct 
it; but others could not be induc'd to believe it. 
About this Time it hapned, that a Spaniard who was 
upon the King's Guard, having loſt two Indian Wo- 
NA, | men 
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men he had to attend him, pray d him, that he would 
order Search to be made for them. The King ſaid he 


would, and two Days paſſing without any News of 


them, the Soldier ask d the fame again in a preſumptu- 
ous Manner. Motecuma anſwer'd him angrily, and the 
Sans reply d inſolently, which drew Tears from 

at Prince, calling to Mind, that he was in the Hands 
of ſuch a fierce Nation. Cortes being inform'd of it, 
order d the Soldier to be hang'd, but upon many En- 
ereatics-only caus d him to run the Gantlet. Some Spa- 
niards intreated the King to ask of Cortes not to execute 
that Puniſhment, becauſe among the Spaniards it was 


more grievous than Death. He anſwer d, That Cortes 


did as became a good Commander, that he would on- 
ly intercede to ſpare his Life, which he deſerv'd to loſe, 


and chat he would have inflicted no leſs Puniſhment on 


any Nobleman in his Court that ſhould have been ſau- 
cy to Cortes. The next Day after this hapned, when 
the Guard was relieving, three Soldiers went off before 
they were reliev d, for which Cortes order d them to 
run the Gantlet, that Motexuma might know how 
they were puniſh'd who did not their Duty, for he 
behav'd himſdf with wonderful Diſcretion in all Ca- 
ſes. 1 bd 6 N . | TI 
Tus next Night, two Hours after it was dark, ſe- 
veral Maborias, or Indians that carry Burdens, were ta- 
ken, loaded with Lumps of Liquid Amber, which is 
a Sort of medicinal Roſin, next in Vertne to Balſam, 
of a conſiderable Value. Cortes order'd thoſe to 
be ſecur'd, who had been concern'd in taking it, and 
Adotezanna being inform'd that his Favourite Pena was 
one of that Number, ſent to ask of Corres, why he 
had impriſon'd his Friend, and his Comrades. He an- 
ſwer'd,: becauſe he had done him wrong, and taken the 
Liquid Amber. Afotezmma reply d, that ſignify d no- 


ching, chat he ſhould order them to be immediatel7 


diſcharg'd 
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diſcharg'd immediately, for the Spariards were not to 


be puniſh'd for any Thing but offering Violence, and 


committing Outrages. He was very glad to ſee Pena 
at Liberty, made very much of him, and deſir d he 
would never be out of his Preſence. 

Cortes perceiving that Moteauma, and the Gentry 
that reſorted to him, began to grow eaſy in their 
Minds, and to take a Liking to the Spaniards ; as alſo 
that he went abroad on thoſe they reckon'd their chief 


Feſtivals, when many Men were ſacrific d, being trou- 


bled at that barbarous Cruelty, and confiding in Mo- 
tezuma's mild Temper, he told him, „ That as he 
ce through the Divine Goodneſs was plac'd on [the regal 
cc Throne, ſo any one of the meaneſt of his Subjects 
ce might have been ſeated there; and ſince he had re- 
« ceiv'd that high Dignity from one only God, who 
ce beſtow?d Kingdoms on whom he thought fit, which 


cc could not be done by a Multiplicity of Gods, be- 


ce cauſe there neither is, nor can be any ſuch Thing, 
e and tho' there were, ſo many of them could not have 
cc the fame Power, and the ſame Will, it was fit he 
« ſhould leave the Blindneſs he had liv'd in, and quit 
&« thoſe falſe Idols he ador'd, which were fo cruel as 
« to delight in innocent Blood; and that he ſhould 


* worſhip CHRIST, the true God, to the End that 


cc his People might for the future know him that crea- = 
ce ted and redeem'd them; and that ſince he ſhow'd 

«* ſo much Kindneſs to the Chriſtians, approv'd of 
ec their Cuſtoms, and was ſo dutifully obey'd by his 
& own Subjects, he beſeech'd him he would be the 
te firſt, that the reſt might follow his Example; and 


ce that in caſe there ſhould be any Commotion on that 


ce Account, he would ingage to pugiſh any that ſhould 


* inſult him.” Motexuma liſtned very attentively, 


and no lefs calmly anſwer'd, 6 That his People were 
very numerous, and all of them born and bred in 
ä T | the 
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& the Worſhip of thoſe Gods, and tho' he ſhould 
* follow his Opinion, the reſt would not, as valuing 
c their Cods more than him; and that he did not 
cc underſtand how he could ask any ſuch Thing of 
* him, ſince thoſe Gods had given them Health, 
4e worldly Goods, and Victory in their Wars, and 
« when they were angry ſent Barrenneſs, and punith'd 
« them.” Cortes reply d.“ That was a Miſtake, for 
“ that the Devils, who caus'd themſelves to be adoi'd 
in the Shapes of thoſe Idols, were no Gods, but 
* Creatures hardned in their Sins, condemn'd to the 
« Pains of Hell, and could do no more Harm than 
* what God permitted, whereas all that was good came 
Ss from the Hand of God, tho thoſe Devils perſwaded 
* him otherwiſe ; that he ſhould ſtart no Objections 
ce againſt his Requeſt becauſe they were only the Sug- 
«© geſtions and Deceits of the Devil.” The King 
again inſiſted, * That his Subjects would rebel againſt 
<« him, and if he ſhould prove ſtronger than they, 
« would go away to other Kingdoms, and leave his 
© City deſolate. Cortes rejoin'd, & That if they re- 
F© bell'd he would ſubdue them, and if they went 
* away he would bring them back.” Mater uma ſigh- 
ing bitterly, faid, He would propoſe it to the Prieſts;” 
and Cortes preſſing him, he added, e That he migbt 
* do what he would, hut if any Thing hapned amiſs, 
Ss he ſhould not complain of him; for he could nar 
ce but tell him, that he and all his Spaniards would 
. ©. ſoon be deſtroy'd, for the Iadians would cut off their 
e Proviſions, and make War, and it would not be in 


* Bleſſings, which he zſcrib d to his falſe Gods.” 
: a F ; 
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TRE loſing no Time, an Altar was erected in a 
convenient Place in the Temple, and all rhe Men going 
in Proceſſion arm'd, the Crucifix, and an Image of 
our Lady were plac'd on it, with much Solemnity and 
Devotion, thoſe that had Skill ſinging Te Deum Lau- 
damus, the Mexicans. very ſilently looking on, as if 
God had ty'd their Hands, and Tongues. Cortes put 
on his beſt Garments, ſhed many Tears of ſoy and 
Devotion, and was the firſt that kneeling down wor- 
ſhipp'd the Crucifix, ſaying, “ Infinite Praiſe be gi- 
ven to thee, the true God, for ever and ever, for 
« that thou haſt been pleaſed; that after ſo many Years 


as the Devil fitting on this Throne, exercis'd his Ty- 


ce ranny over ſo many Nations, he fhould, by Means 
cc of our weak and unworthy Hands, be baniſh'd to 
ce the bottomleſs Pit, where he dwells. I beſeech 
ce thee, ſince thou haſt done us fo ſingular a Favour; 
«© to be pleaſed to aſſiſt us hereafter, that this glorious 
<« Beginning may have no leſs bleſſed an End, to thy 
% Honour and Glory.” After the Placing of the 
Images, and the Prayer, a good Quantity of Gold 
was found in Hawki-bells, ſome of them fo large that 
they weigh'd an hundred Pieces of Eight, hanging 
to Certain Canopies; or Curtains, that were before the 
Idols; ſo that flone could go into the Place where thoſe 
Idols were, without making an agreeable Noiſe of 
ſmall Bells, with the Motion of thoſe Canopies or Cur- 
tains. Cortes return d to Motexuma, who receiv'd him 
with a chearful Countenance, ſuppreſſing the Grief that 
lay in Lis Heart, and immediately order'd a publick 
Stews there was in the Tlatelulco, where above four 
hundred Harlots; having every one a little Chamber, 
expos'd themſelves for Gain, to be broken up; ſaying, 
that the publick Sins of thoſe Women had provok'd 
the Gods to permit thoſe Chriſtians to come to his 
Kingdom and City, and to over-power him; never 
n conſidering 
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conſidering how much more grievous and abominable 


their other Sins were, as Sodomy, ſacrificing of inno- 
cent Perſons, eating human Fleſh, oppreſſing the weak- 


er Sort, and depriving them of their Goods and Li- 


berty, without having been guilty of any Of- 
fence. | : | 

AE Days after Cortes had perform'd that me- 
morable Action, many Indians came to him, loaded 
with Reeds, and Ears of Indian Wheat, almoſt wi- 
ther'd, and paſſionately complaining, ſaid, * See what 


cc you have done, and how little we are har Fu to you. 
ronted our 


« Take notice, that ever ſince you have affre 
cc Gods it has not rain'd, and for that Reaſon our Corn 
cc js parch'd up, and we ſhall ſoon ſtarve.” Cortes 


with the ſame Faith that induc'd him to do as he had 


done, anſwer'd them as poſitively as if he had known 


| It. © What I have done is very right, and to the End 


« that you may be ſenſible that your falſe Gods can 


e neither give nor 1 * you of temporal Bleſſings, 


« which none can do but the true God whom we 
cc adore, be aſſur'd, that it will rain before to-morrow 
ce be over, and you ſhall have a better Harveſt than 
ce ever you had; which I and my Companions will 
ce beg of our God.” The Indians ſmil'd, as it were 
ſcoffing at Cortes, who calling together his Men, told. 


them what had paſs'd, pray'd them to repent of 
their Sins, to purpoſe to amend, and to be reconcil'dif 


they had any Grudges among them, to hear Mafs 
the next Day, to beg of God together, to ſend Rain, 


to the End thoſe Infidels might by that Mercy ſnow'd 


them, be convinc'd that theirs were falſe Gods. Ac- 
cordingly having all made their Peace with God in the 
beſt Manner they could, they heard the Maſs celebra- 


ted by F. Bartholomew de Olnedo, aſſiſted by F. bn 


Diaz, and ſome others. Cortes and others receiv'd the 


+ xv 


| bleſſed Sacrament, with much Zeal, and Tears. When 


the 
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the Maſs was ended, before the Spaniards came down 
from the Temple, where this had been perform'd, the 
Sky being then very clear, in the Sight of all the Peo- 
ple of Mexico, a Hill the Spaniards now call Tẽpeaquilla, 
began to be cover'd with a very thick Cloud, and ſuch 
a violent Rain immediately follow'd, that tho* the Tem- 
ple was very near the Spaniſh Quarters, they were very- 
wet before they got Home; it rain'd all thit Day, 
and ſome others following, ſo that it prov'd} one of 
the moſt fruitful Years they had ever known. The 
Spaniards return'd Thanks to God for that Mercy, and 
the Idolaters were confounded, tho' well comforted, 
ſceing themſelves deliver d from the Pamine and Mor- 
rality they had dreaded, for thoſe two Plagres general- 
ly go together. Aotezuma was amaz d, and rejoyc'd 
much with Cortes, who having ſo proper an Opportu- 
nity of making his Mind known to the People, deſir d 


the King to call together the Prieſts, and Gentry of 


the City, whom he would diſcourſe in his Preſence 
about his Religion, becauſe it might happen that they 
would incline to believe in one God, and caſt off their 
ſalſe Idols, giving over the ſacrificing of innocent Per- 
ſons. Motexuma was well pleasd with it, and when 
they were all come together, in the Preſence of the 
King, the Soldiers being all ready under Arms, for 
what might happen, Cortes diſcoursd them as fol- 
lows. | | 

c] have often wiſh'd, moſt potent Prince, and you 
e noble Gentlemen, who according to the Cuſtom of 
« your Country are in the higheſt Places, that you 


* would, laying aſide all Prejudice, attentively hear 


« from me, what I have often urg'd, relating to the 
« true Religion of the Chriſtians, and the Error you 
« have hitherto liv'd in, to the Prejudice of your Souls 
and Bodies; and for as much as. Frhave at ſeveral: 
Times briefly and curſorily mention'd:this Affair to 


(0 his 


406 The History of Anericd. 
de his Highneſs, to ſome of the Nobility, and to the 
ec Prieſts that were preſent, and none has ſeem'd to be 
« diſpleas d at it; I thought it proper to entreat his 
« Highneſs to aſſemble you all together, to the End 
ce that God enlightning your Underſtandings, when 
« you have heard what I have to ſay, you may be ſa- 
“ tisſy'd that I have been much in the right in ſetting 

« up in your Temple the Images of I ES Vs CHRIST. 


e. our God and our Redeemer; and of the moſt bleſſed 


« Virgin his Mother, through whoſe Interceſſion he 
& has, and does daily pour down his Mercies upon 
« Mankind. To this Effect you are to underſtand, 
ce that there is no Nation in the World, that reflect. 
te ing on the true Courſe of Nature, unleſs the Light 
« which God from the Beginning imparted to it be 
& darkned with Vices and Abominations, does hold 
« there is more than one ſovereign Principle, and ore 
« ſupreme Cauſe of all Things, for that Thing is ſu- 
c preme which has nothing above it; and ſince that 
« which is ſupreme admits of no Superior or Equal, 
« as you may know by your own Families, where 
ce none of you will ſuffer any one to controul him, 
<« jt follows of Neceſlity, proceeding from one Wiſ= 
ec dom to another, from one Power to another, and 

« from one Goodneſs to another, that we muſt at laſt 
cc come to that great Power, that great Wiſdom, and 
ce that great Goodneſs which was able to create all 
« Things out of nothing, for they had a Beginning, 
cc and are not eternal, by whoſe Wiſdom they are, 
c and for ever will be govern'd and directed, without 
ce any Error, and whoſe Goodneſs continually ſupports 
ce and gives them their Being, making Man Lord of 
cc the moſt of them. Then ſince it is impoſſible there 
cc ſhould be two infinite Powers, Wiſdoms, or Good- 
cc neſſes, we muſt of Neceſſity acknowledge one on- 
ly God, infinitely powerful, infinitely wiſe, and in- 
* « finitely 
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& finitely good; for there cannot be two Gods, much 
ce leſs a great Number, as you yourſelves confeſs. And 
© to convince you of your Error, is it not ridiculous 
for you to have one God for the Water, another for 


| Ge 
cc 
Cc 
cc 
«Cc 
60 
cc 
£6 
CC 
ce 
cc 
| cc 
ec 
cc 


the Fire, another for War, and ſo many more for 


other Things, as if the Name of God did not im- 


ply a ſupreme Power, to be ſufficient for all Things. 
© So that if there is a God, as is own'd by all Nati- 
* ons, and the Meaning of the Word comprehends 


more than any Underſtanding can conceiye, it is 
not conſonant to Reaſon, that many ſhould be em- 
ploy'd about what one can do; becauſe one implies 
Unity, and there is Diſcord ambng many ; and he 
is ſtronger and more powerful who overcomes many 
in Battle, than he that is aſſiſted by many. A 
farther Proof that there is but one God, may be ta- 
ken from your own great Empire, in which one 
Man, being the mighty Monarch Motexuma, is 


* plac'd above you all, and he alone rules and governs 


cc 
ce 
ö cc 
1 cc 
| cc 
: ge 
| ce 
1 16 


* you; and if there were two or three more as power- 
ful as he, his Power over 18 would be leſs; and 


there being ſeveral Wills and Opinions, the Govern- 


ment could not be unanimous; and therefore what- 


ſoever is united in itſelf is more powerful than that 
which is divided, which is the Reaſon why a wiſe 


Man among us, ſaid, That Strength united is more 
* prevalent than when divided into ſeveral Parts, 


E * which appears to be ſo by a natural Compariſon of 
. ge your own, and 1s, that the Liquor you drink be- 
; c ing kept cloſe and cover'd in a Veſſel no bigger than 
c * what will juſt contain it, preſerves the Strength 
4 C better than if it were ſpilt in the Street, or put into 
. te a Veſſel too big, where the Life of it would be 
5 ce loft. It is therefore eyident, that ſince, as has been 
# e ſaid, we muſt own a Power fo great as to be able to 
y go all Things, and that no other is able to do ſo 


much, 
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4 much, it muſt be only one, and not many, and 


5 
cc 


ce 


& was one very remarkable, who not reflecting that he 


ce 


cc 


Law, one Faith, one Baptiſm, to the En 


therefore it follows that this moſt mighty, only, 


and immenſe Power can be no otherwiſe nam'd than 
God, and not Gods; and that he is one God, and 


not many Gods, plainly appears by bis Works, be- | 


cauſe all of them together, and every one apart de- 
monſtrate Unity, and not Plurality. He created 
not many Worlds, but only one, and that compos'd 
of many Units ; he created not many Earths, bur 


one Earth; not many Seas, but one Sea; or man 


Fires, but one Fire; and creating four Elements, 


there was but one of each of them; one Eſſence of 


Heavens, one Man, and one Woman, from whom 


we are all deſcended; one Soul in every Man; one 


Sun, one Moon, in one Heaven. He 3 one 
that he 

vying one, all that he made ſhould by its Unity 
ow the Maker to be one. And foraſmuch as [I 
am ſatisfy' d you know not whence your Error pro- 
ceeded, in believing the contrary of what I have 
faid, tho” againſt all Reaſon, you muſt underſtand 
that when God created Heaven and Earth, he alſo 


created two Sorts of Creatures more excellent than 


all the reſt ; rhe one of them altogether Spiritual, 
withour any Body, whom we, call Angels, or hea- 
venly Spirits; the other was the Man and Woman, 
compos d of a ſpiritual Soul, and ſuch a Body as 
you fee with your Eyes. Among the Angels there 


had receiv'd his excellent Being from' God, rebell'd 
again ſt God, his Creator. The third Part of the 
Angels ſided with him, for which Offence they 
were caſt out of Heaven, and as they never did, 
nor ever will repent of their Crime, they have ever 
ſince, and an TI ot” of the World aim ar, 
and endeavour to carry on two Things, The one 
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is, that perſiſting in their Malice, and being dam- 


ned Creatures, they aſpire to be ador d as creating 


* Gods, inculcating that which natural Reaſon does 


not allow of, any more than Faith, viz. Thar there 
are ſeveral Principles, and eternal Cauſes. By Means 
of this blind Notion they have and do endeavour to 


promote the ſecond, which is, by believing in thein 


to divert Men from believing in and ſerving one God. 

their Creator, to the End that after their temporal 
Death, they may not enjoy that happy Place which 
they loſt by their Wickedneſs. Now ſince God 
ſignifies as much as the ſupreme Goodneſs and Cle- 
mency, if thoſe you worſhip weretrue Gods; they 
would be really good; but ſince they have ſo often 
ly'd to you, and cauſe themſelves to be ador'd under 
ſuch hideous Figures, as well of Men as of other 
fierce Creatures, and fince they allow of Sodomy, 
I Tyranny, Murdering of innocent Perſons, 


and other ſuch Sins, what can you imagine them to 


be but Devils, and your Enemies? When you con- 
ſulr them, they give ambiguous Anſwers, to the 
End that the Thing hapning either one Way or the 
other, you may give Credit to them. And they 
being ſo antient, and God permitting them to do 


ſome particular Things, as Thundering, Hailing, 


and the like, you believe them ro be Gods, with- 
out conſidering, as I have faid before, that God 

does not hate, nor do harm, nor needs the Help of 
another to work what Wonders he pleaſes, as you 
ſaw the laſt Week, when the Sky being ſo clear, he 
at our Requeſt, ſent you ſo much Rain, that you 
never had a more plentiful Year than this will prove. 
And fince, if you lay aſide all Prejudice, what L 


have ſaid is ſufficient to convince your Underſtand- 


ing, and the late Miracle is a' Demonſtration of the 


Truth of what I have urg'd, I beſcech you moſt 
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cc mighty King, Gentlemen, and Prieſts, to open 
« your Eyes, and as your eternal Life depends either 


«© upon believing or not believing me, ſeriouſly to 


ce conſider hat I have ſaid; for I hope in God, if 
% you do fo, he will give you Light to be more fully 
% convinc'd of the Truth, I here preach to 
cc vou.” | | 

Wann he had put an End to his Speech, they 
all continu'd. a conſiderable Time in Suſpence, whiſ- 
pering one another, moſt of them being convinc'd with 
the Force of the eternal Truth, tho? then the Devil, 
as being ſo much concern d in it, moſt violently aſſault- 
ed them with the immemorial Cuſtom eſtabliſh'damong 
them of following and adoring him. They all wait- 
ed to hear what Motex uma would anſwer, and he in 
ſhort ſaid, “ He lik'd what Cortes had propos d; but 
ec that being ſuch lofty Points, he would have him 
4 explain them to him very particularly, and would 
e give Orders, that no Men ſhould be facrific'd.” 
The next Day he ſent for his High-Prieſt, and di- 
rected him to comply with the Spaniards for a few 
Days, in not ſacrificing Men, tho' in other Reſpects 
they ſhould not be hindred from adoring their Gods; 
ſay ing, he had temporiz d with the Commander Cortes, 
to avoid Diſturbing his Empire, and raiſing a Commo- 
tion, and therefore they ſhould permit the Chiſtians to 
honour and worſhip their own God, and they might 
do as they thought fir. Mote uma was mild, and ve- 
ry diſcreet, and therefore it was thought he temporiz'd 
with the Spaniards and the Indians to prevent any Inſur- 


rections in his Dominions, and ſome were of Opinion, 


that he forbore being a Chriſtian out of Fear. The 
Prieſts, on account of their Intereſt, and the Reſpect 
that was paid them, could not diſſemble their Hatred 
againſt the Spaniards, eſpecially when they ſaw them 
hear Maſs, and pray in that great Temple; at which 


Time 


— 
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Time they mutter d very much, to provoke the No- 
bility and Gentry not to bear with it. They diſ- 
cours'd it with Motexuma's Favourites, and others near- 
eſt about him, magnifying the Injury done them, 
and the Affront to their Gods, who had ſo many Years 
74 them with all Neceſſaries for human Life, 
They continually ſtudy'd new Arguments, and ask'd, 
Why they ſhould quit the Religion they had fo long 
embrac'd, to follow a new one, which they knew no- 
thing of. | | 
_ WhitsrT theſe Things were in Agitation, Comarl- 


popoca arrivd, with his Son, and fifteen more Men of 


Quality, who had been concern'd with him in kil- 
ling the Spamiards, being twenty Days after the Con- 
finement of Mote uma. He was conducted into Mexi- 
co by many great Men that went out to meet him, 
being brought in upon the Shoulders of his Servants, 
and Vaſſals. When come to the Palace he alighted, 
put on Garments of leſs Value than thoſe he had be- 


fore, and took off his Shoes, becauſe none was to ap- 


jou ſhod before the King, waited ſome Time rill he 
ad Leave to go in, drew near alone, all that went 
with him ſtaying far behind, and having made many 
Bows, and perform'd the uſual Ceremonies, with his 
Head hanging down, and his Eyes fix d on the Ground, 
he ſaid. Moſt high and mighty Sovereign, here is 
ce your Slave Comatipopoca, whom you have command- 
cc ed to come, . what you will have done, for 
« T am your Slave, and muſt of Neceſſity obey 
6c you.” Motexuma very ſternly anſwer'd, * He had 
*« done very ill in killing the Spaniards without any 
& Provocation, and ſay ing he had done it by his Or- 
“ der ; and therefore \« ſhould be puniſh'd as a Tray- 
te tor to the ſtrange Men and to his King. Comatipe» 
poca going about to excuſe himſelf, he would not hear 
him, ordering, that he, his Son, and the reſt ſhould 
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be deliver'd up to Cortes, who having fetter d them all 
apart from one another, caus'd them to be examin'd, 
and they confeſs'd the killing of the Spaniards. Being 
ask*d, whether he was Motexuma's Subject, heanſwer'd, - 
« Is there any other Lord in the World that I could 
ce be ſubject to? They werecxamin'd a ſecond Time 
more ſtrictly, and threatned with the Rack, and all 
unanimouſly confeſs d that they had kill d the two 
firſt Spaniards by Mdorezuma's Order, as they had like- 
wiſe thoſe in the Field. When they had made this 
Confeſſion, and confirm'd it, Cortes condemn'd Conarl- 
ps and the reſt to be burnt. The Sentence being 
made known to them, Couarlpopoca ſaid, That tho? he 
was to ſuffer Death ſor having kill'd thoſe two Spani- 
ards, his great Lord Motezuma had commanded him, 
2nd that he ſhould: not have preſum'd to do it, unleſs 
he had thought it for his Service. He, with his Son, 
and all the reſt, were conducted under a ſtrong Guard 
of Spaniardi, to a very large Square, and being all plac'd 
on a great Pile of broken Bows and Arrows, That were 
very dry, with their Hands and Feet bound, Fire was 
ſer to it, and there he again confeſsd the ſame as he 
had before. He pray*d to his Gods, as the reſt did, 
the Fire blaz'd, and they were ſoon burnt, without 
any Diſturbance, the Ae xicans admiring the Execution 
done by Strangers in ſuch a great City and Kingdom, 
and in the Preſence of their King. Before * after 
this Execution, that the Sauiards might be always in 
a Readineſs, Corres made Proclamation that none of 
them ſhould go naked to Bed, and that the Horſes 
ſhould ſtand all the Night ſaddled, with their Bridles 
at the Pommels of the Saddles, becauſe it was ſuſpect- 
ed that there would be an Inſurrection, and that they 
would attack the Spaniards when they were aſleep, 


put the Vigilancy of Cortes was thought to have diſ- 
jppoined har Des ign; and he caus'd the firſt Soldier 


iht 
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that was found to have lain naked, to be expos'd to 
publick Shame, keeping him two Days in Fetters, in 
the open Air, enduring the Dew in the Night, and 
the Sun in the Day, with a Clog at his Foot, no En- 
treaties prevailing to relieve him, alledging, that Severi- 
ty was requiſite in ſuch Caſes. 

Arx the aforeſaid Confeſſion was made, whilſt 
they were carrying Couatlpopoca to Execution, Cortes 
attended by his prime Men, went to otezuma, and 
ſaid ro him, «© You know you have deny*d your ha- 
<« vying order'd Couat lpopoca to kill my Companions ; 
ce you have not done therein as became ſo great a Prince 
* as you are; and ſince you have ofcaſion'd the Death 


c of my Men, as alſo of Couatlpopoca, his Son, and 
6 ſo many of his People, had I nor regard to the Af- 
“ fection you have ſhown to my King, and in his 


« Name to me, who am come from him to viſit you, 


„ you would deſerve to pay for it with your Life, 


<« for both the Divine and human Law appoints that a 
*« Murderer, as you are, ſhould die. However, that 
« you may not go altogether unpuniſh'd, and both 


* you and your People may be ſenſible how advanta- 


“e geous it is to deal ſincerely, I will order you to be 
<« fetter d. Moteruma was very much ſurpriz d at 
this Reproof, and could ſcarce utter his Words for 
Confuſion, but only ſaid, He was innocent, and he 
might do what he would with him. Cortes went 


away from him in a very angry Manner, and imme- 


diately after he was fetter d. It was thought that Cor- 
res had us d this Policy, to divert him from the Grief 


he might juſtly conceive at the Execution of Couatipo- 


poca in his own Sight. It is impoſſible to expreſs how 
much Morex uma was concern'd, when he ſaw himſelf 
fetter d, he affirm'd he was innocent, and lamented his 
Condition. His Kindred, and Nobility were aſto- 
piſh'd at that Sight, and in that Conſternation they 

e wept; 
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wept, and knelt down, bearing up the Fetters with 
their Hands, and thruſting fine Cloths through the 
Links, that they might not touch his Fleſh ; nor could 
they think what to do, for if they had Recourſe to 
Arms, they concluded their Lord would certainly die, 
which added to their Terror. When Corarlpopoca was 
executed, Cortes thinking he had gain'd his Point, went 
in the Afternoon to Moteæ uma, and ſaluting him with 
a good Air, order'd the Fetters to be taken off, telling 
him, that tho? according to the Confeſſions of the 
Perſons executed, he deſerv'd to be more ſeverely pu- 
niſh'd, yet, for the Love he bore him, and becauſe 
he could not believe ſo great a Prince guilty of ſuch a 
foul Action, he had commanded him to be unfetter'd. 
Alotezauma was as much rejoyc'd at theſe Words, as he 
had been before dejected, upon being reprov'd, and put 
into Irons. He embrac'd Corres, return'd him many 
Thanks, and beſtow'd many Favours that Day, as well on 
the Spaniards as his own People. He always affirm'd he 
had not been concern'd in the Death of the Spaviarde. 
Cortes pretended to believe him, treating him very af- 
ſectionately, praying and importuning him to go 
away freely to his own Palace, as he was before for he 
defir d nothing but to ſerve and pleaſe him. Motexu- 
ma, who knew: the Malice of his Subjects, to avoid 
encouraging them to any Commotion, anſwer'd, He 
thank'd him, but that it was not then convenient to 
remove from thence, and that he was better pleas'd in 
his Company, than in his own Palace. Cortes then 
took his Leave, many Mexican Noblemen attend- 
ing him, ſo well pleas d, that had not the Prieſts over- 
perſwaded them, they had always liv'd in Peace and 
Amity. : 

BRTORE the Execution of Coxatipopoca, Cortes be- 
ing always very vigilant, got Information, that there 
was great Store of Targets, Darts, Bows, * 
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and Spears in a Royal Palace calbd Tlacochalco, and 
ſuſpecting that thoſe Stores had been laid up againſt 
him, he ſignify'd ſo much to Motexuma, who an- 
ſwer'd, It had always been his Cuſtom to keep great 
Magazines of Arms for War, becauſe he had many 
Enemies, and that ſuch Precaution had deliver'd him 
from an imminent Danger, into which he had, 
among others, been brought by the TTaſcallans, and 
People of Mechoacan, and that they were preſerv'd 
for no other End in that Houſe, where he had 
ſeen them. However Cortes thinking it the ſafeſt 
Way to diſarm an Enemy, ſince had a proper Op- 
portunity offer d for ſo doing, order'd that all thoſe 
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| Arms ſhould be made Uſe of for Fuel, to burn 
Comuatlpopoca, and the reſt, and theſe were the Arms 
p ſaid before to have been us d for Burning of them, 
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Cortes endeavours to diſcover the Gold | 
Minen; Mexico ſubmits to the Ring of 
Spain, and pays Tribute; a Diſturbance 
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among the Spaniards ; Motezuma bids 
Cortes be gone, and why. 
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Fez O &TES was very earneſt to find out how ("x 


FR 


* 2 by - 
4 n — 4 
—U CT Id — , 


\ far the Mexican Empire extended, and whe=- 
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cer they were in the ſame Subjection with- 
” out as within the City; as alſo to diſcover 


X the other Secrets of the Country, and to ſend ſome . 
Supplies to the King of Span, as a Foken'of _— Ml 


416 The HisTory of America. 


had diſcover d. To this Purpoſe he thought fit to 
talk to Motezuma, and being in Diſcourſe with him, 
ask'd, where the Mines were, in what Rivers, and 
how the Gold was gather'd, becauſe he would ſend 
two Spaziards, who were very skillful in that Affair. 
The King anſwer'd, that Gold was brought from 
three ſeveral Places, but that the moſt came from a 
Province calPd Zacatula, ten or twelve Days Journey 
Southward from Mexico; and that there was ſome to 
the Northward in other Rivers. That not ſar from 
thence, there was ſome in a Province call'd Chinantlla, 
which did not belong to his Dominions; and if he 
would ſend to the Zapotecas, he would find Gold there, 
and Men ſhould be ſent to ſhow it. Corres fent away 
Gongalo de Umbria, who had been a Pilot, with two 
Soldiers, ordering him to return within forty Days. 
To the Mines Northward he ſent Captain Pizarro, a 
Youth about twenty-five Years of Age, whom he 
treated as his Relation, with ſix Soldiers, aſſigning him 
alſo forty Days to return, and they had all Vadians 
with them. Cortes defir'd Motex uma to tell him, whe- 
ther there was any Harbour in the Coaſt of the North 
Sea, within his Dominions, where the Spaniſh Ships 
might be ſafe, and he gave him all that Coaſt painted 
on a Piece of Cotton Cloth, with all the Rivers and 
Inlets, from ' Panuco to Tabaſco, the whole. very exact, 
being about one hundred and forty Leagues, where 
was repreſented the mighty River of Guaxacoalco, and 
there being much Talk of its Greatneſs, he reſolv'd to 
ſend ro ſound it, and to take a View of the Town, 
and the People, and all other Things in the Neighbour- 
hood. | Captain James de Ordasoffer d to go on that 
Errand, and took along with him Indians appointed by 
Mote uma, being warn d, that Tabaſco and Guazacoal- 
co were not within his Dominions, but inhabited by 
fierce and warlike People, but he order'd his . 
Back : that 
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vu on thoſe Frontiers to be aſſiſting to James de 
Or Ads. | ; % | 

Gonzalo de Umbria was the firſt that return'd, with 
lis Companions, bringing three hundred Peſos of Gold, 
taken out of the Rivers before him, by the Indians 
of Zacatula, and faid, that the Mines were good and 
rich. They likewiſe brought Gold Plates to the Va- 
lue of two hundred Pieces of Eight, which the Lords 
of that Country ſent as a Preſent to Cortes, by ſome 
of their own Servants, with an Offer to ſubmit them- 
ſelves to the King of Spain, provided that the Call as 
ſhould not come into their Country, and thar be ſhould 
protect them againſt their Tyranny» Cortes, who had 
a very agreeable way of delivering himſelf, thank'd 
them, and gave Aſſurances of his Protection againſt 
Motezuma, diſmiſſing them with Preſents for their 
Maſters, and for themſelves, being well pleas'd that 
Mote uma ſhould perceive how many ſu'd for his 
Friendſhip. Gonzalo de Umbria reported, that there 
were very large Towns not far from A4exico, and that 


they livid orderly. James de Ordas alſo return'd, and 


ſaid, he had paſs'd through very conſiderable Places, 
where he was well treated, and much reſpect ſhow'd 
him; that coming to Moteguma's Garriſons he per- 
ſwaded them not to plunder, or inſult their Neigh- 
bours, aſſuring them that they would be punifh'd if 
they did; that as ſoon as the Lord of Guaxacoalco 
heard of his coming, he ſent out to meet him, and 
was pleas d to ſee him, becauſe he had heard of the 
Spaniards ever ſince John de Grijalva paſs d along that 
Coaſt; that ſounding the Mouth of the River he 
ſound three Fathems Water, and farther up, it was 
deeper, for which reaſon and becauſe it was of ſo great 
an Extent, the Pilots that went with him fancy'd it 
might be a Streight that ran through to the other Sea; 
that the Lord had given him ſame Gold, and made 
Js oh © "Wu great 
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reat Complaints againſt the Mexican Soldiers, faying, 
be was continually at War with them; and that he 
having made ſome Return of ſuch Spaniſh Toys as 
he had then,, came away, being of Opinion that the 
Country was good to breed Cattle, and make other 
Improvements, and the Harbour very convenient for 
the Iſlands of Hiſpaniola, Cuba, Puerto Rico and Fa- 
maica, tho? it was above one hundred and twelve 
Leagues from Mexico. Capt. Pizarro return'd with 
two of his Companions, bringing the Value of one 
thouſand Pieces of Eight in Gold Duſt, raken out of 
the Mines of the Chinantecaus, and others; ſaying, 
that as ſoon as they came upon the Frontiers of Chinan- 
tha, abundance of Indians arm'd like the reſt, but with 
extraordinary long Spears, or Pikes, were drawn up, 
ſaying, the Teules, ſo they call'd the Spaniards might 
enter their Country and welcome, but that no Mexi- 
can ſhould be admitted, becauſe they were their Ene- 
mies ; and being inform'd of what they ſought for, 
they ſhow'd them all the Rivers where there was good 
Store of it, and that the Country being very good, 
peaceable, and rich in Mines, he had left Barrientos, 
old Heredia, Eſcalona and Cervantes there, having with 
the Aſſiſtance of the Indians built a large Dwelling, 
where they might improve the Land, and ſearch the 
Rivers and Mines. Cortes was not pleas'd with his 
leaving thoſe Men behind, becauſe he was not willing 
as yet to divide them, or do any more than diſcover 
the Secrets of the Country. The Lord of the Chi- 
nantecans ſent two Gentlemen to Compliment Cortes, 
with a Preſent, offering to ſubmit to the King of Spain, 
complaining of the Mexicaus, and affirming that they 
were much hated in thoſe Parts. He receiv'd the Pre- 
ſent, and ſoon ſent them away very well pleas d, becauſe 
the Mexicans did not like ſuch Meſſages, and he fear'd 
they might do them ſome Miſchief. Motea uma * 
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ſelf could not forbear ſhowing his diſlike of theſe Em- 
baſhes, tho' he endeavour'd to conceal it, becauſe the 
Chipantecans were particularly look d upon as a warlike 
People, and their Country was mountainous. 

ONE of the Things that Cortes was moſt intent upon 
was about ſending the King a conſiderable Supply of 
Gold, in order, by that means, to leſſen the Weight of 
the Complaints he knew James Yelaſquez would ſend 
againſt him. Tho? he believ'd that Cacamazin, Lord 
of Texcuco bare him no good Will, he defir'd him to 
contribute to that Deſign. He anſwer'd ſmiling, that 
he would, and order'd a Servant to go with John Fe- 
laſquez de Leon and others appointed hy Cortes, to deli- 
ver them all the Gold there was in his Houſe, upon 
Condition that they ſhould not touch the Chalchibires, 
Stones before ſpoken of, nor the Plumes he had for 
their Feſtivals, and Wars. When they came to the 


Tlatelulco, which is the great Market of Mexico, the 


Indian endeavour'd to give them the Slip, whereupon 
they return'd to Cortes, who complaining to Cacamazin, 
he caus'd the Indian to be hang'd before his Face, and 
immediately appointed another, with whom they ſer 
out, were met in ſolemn Manner before they came to 
that City, well lodg'd and entertain d, and tho' they 
gave them all beautiful Indian Women, they would 
not receive them. The next Day they look'd out 
for the Gold, and Alonſo de Ojeda feeling about in a 
dark Room met with ſome Jars, carry d one of them 
out to the Light, and found they were full of Honey, 
ſweeter and clearer than the beſt in Spain. A conſi- 
derable Quantity of Gold was found, beſides Pearls, 
and Garments, but they would touch none of the 
latter without Orders from Cortes, who ſaid, they 
ſhould take them, if freely given. They carry d eigh- 
ty Men laden with them, which Cortes divided, and 
kept the Gold. The Indias Women were alſo carry d 
r aways 
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Sin becauſe it was an Affront not to accept of 
them. | 
Caramaxin mortally hated the Spaniards, and going 
away to Tercuco, told his prime Men, how much he 
lovd them, deſiring they would refſect how they were 
kept under by that Handful of Strangers, preſumin 
to confine his Unkle Morezama, to whom the greate 
Reſpect was due, next to the Gods; that it was not 
tolerable that ſo ſmall a Number, and thoſe of another 
Religion, ſhould ſhamefulſy turn them out of their 
Houfes, and what was ſtill worſe, to ſer up their Gods 
in the Temple inſtead of thoſe of the Country; that 
ir was high Time to ſtand up for their Religion, their 
Liberty, their Honour, their Country, and their King, 
without waiting till they had Succours from their own 
Country, ſrom Tlaſcala, and from other Parts, and 
therefore they ſhould make ready their Arms, and 
their Men, for he was refolv'd to fall upon thoſe Intru- 
ders; yet if they differ'd in Opinion, they might 
tell him fo, and he would be advis d by them. They 
all approv'd of his Deſign, ſay ing, he was able to per- 
form greater Actions than that, and offering to ſtand 
by him. But ſome antient Men, who had no Mind 
to flatter him, faid, He ſhould conſider what he did, 
that Cortes was brave, and had gain'd ſeveral Victories, 
and they believ'd there was very great Friendſhip be- 
tween him and forezmma, for if he would have drove 
him out of Mexico, he might have done it; they ad- 
visd him not to be carry d away by the Fire of Youth, 
or the Ambition of Rule, ſince there were other Heirs 
as near as he. However, the Majority prevailing, 
War was agreed on, and Preparat ions were made wit 
the greateſt Privacy, that nothing of it might be known 
by Motexuma, or Cortes, but in vain, for they ſoon 
had notice of it ts 


Cortes 
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but not ſocaſy to put an End to it, and that it would be 
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| Cortes perceiving that Caramazin was 2 turbulent 
Youth, and ſuſpecting that Motec uma 's Want of Re- 


| ſolution, or the great Affection he ſhow'd for the Spa- 


niard, encourag'd him to undertake that Deſign, 
ſent Word to Motex uma, that he had much Cauſe to 
ſuſpect him, becauſe fince what had hapned about 
Conatipopoca, his Nephew Cacamazin was conſpiring 
againſt him, who was ſo much his Servant, and there- 
fore he pray d him to put a Stop to thoſe Proceedings, 
otherwiſe all the Miſchief muſt light upon himſelf, 


and at the ſame Time order'd that they ould repeat 
to him ſome Words Cacamaxin had fem him, about 
endeavouring to ſet himſelf at Liberty, as he oughtto 


do for his own and the Honour of his Gods, for other- 
wiſe he could not forbear aſſerting it himſelf. Mote- 
uma was much ſtartled at this Meſſage, and affirm'd, 
He knew nothing of what his Nephew was doing ; 
that he was very well pleas'd there, as delighted in te 
Company of the Spaniards, and would- ſend for his 
Nephew Cacamazin, and if he refus'd to come, would 
order him to be brought by Force, and deliver'd up 
into his Hands to be puniſh'd, if convicted of that 
Crime. Cacamazin was then preparing for War, and 
the People readily came in to him, becauſe he gave our 
that he would reſcue the King. This Affair put the 
Spaniards upon their Guard, and Cortes, being no Way 
diſcourag'd, deſign d, for making an Example, and efta« 
bliſhing his own Reputation, to go himfelf to Texcuco, 
and attack Cacamaxin in his own Houſe; but Motexu- 
ma prevented it, alledging, that the City was ſtrong, 
being ſeared in the Water, and the People of Culua ar 
his Nephew's Command, and therefore it was better to 
take another Courſe. Cortes follow'd his Advice, and 
ſent to bid Cacamazin remember their Friendſhip ; that he 
ſhould conſider it was an eaſy Matter to begin a War, 


for 
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for his Advantage to keep in Favour with the King 
of Spain, and his Subjects. He anſwer'd; He would 
entertain no Friendſhip with thoſe that took away his 
Honour, and his Kingdom, kept the People in Sub- 

jection, oppreſs'd the Country, and overthrew. their 
Religion; that he knew not who the King of Spain 
was, nor did he deſire to be inform'd of it; and that 
if he. would not have him make War; he ſhould im- 
mediately depart Mexico. Cortes again very mildly ad- 
visd him to deſiſt, and finding it avail'd not, deſir'd 
Motexuma to lay his Commands on him. The King 
ſent for him, ſay ing, He would find ſome Means to 
allay thoſe Animoſities; which he was ſo far from re- 
garding, that he ſaid, If his Unkle were a Man, he 
would not ſuffer himſelf to be confin'd by a handful 
of Strangers, who had poſſeſod themſelves of his Em- 
pire; and ſince Motexuma was ſo mean-ſpirited, he 
was reſolv'd not to deſiſt from his Enterprize, to re- 
ſtore the Monarchy to its former Splendor, which had 
been loſt through his Cowardiſe. Hereupon Cortes re- 
ſolv'd to march out to meet Cacamaxin, tho the Danger 
was very great, conſidering the Multitude of Enemies 
both within and without; but ſtill Motex uma detain d 
him, contriving with ſome of his Nephew's Com- 
manders, that they ſhould ſeize and deliver him into his 
Hands. They being brib'd, as they were with Caca- 
marin, conſulting about the Management of the War, 
ſecur'd him, notwithſtanding all the Oppoſition he 
made, or the Arguments he could uſe ; and with: all 
ſpeed, before any . thing of it was known abroad, 
convey'd him by Water to Mexico, and had him car- 
ry'd on Men's Shoulders, richly clad to Motexumæ's 
Appartment, who would not ſee him, but order'd he 
ſhould be deliver d to Cortes, who being well pleas'd 
to have eſcap'd that Danger, order'd him to be cloſe 
confin d. The next Day, by the advice of Moteæu- 
| ma, 
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ma, Quizquizcatl, a younger Brother to Cacamazin, 
was conſtituted Lord of Culuacan, he being then ar 
Mexico with his Unkle, having made his Eſcape from 
his Brother, and More ⁊uma conferrd on him the 
Crown, and the Title of King with the uſual Solemni- 
ty, telling him, He deſignd for the future to look 
upon him as his Son ; that having fled from his Bro- 
ther, he had taken Sanctuary in his Palace, without 
any Thoughts of being rais d to that high Dignity, 


and ſince he had attain'd to it during his Lite, he ſhoud 


look upon it as a Warning not to deviate from his Du- 
ty, nothing being more fatal to Kings than living diſ- 
orderly, and giving Credit to Flatterers, who were 
wont to lead them into ſuch Affairs, as they had after- 
wards cauſe to repent when it was too late. Qui quix- 
catl kiſyd his Hand, and promis'd Obedience, and 
then turning to Cortes, gave him Thanks, proteſt- 
ing he would be his Friend and Servant. | 

Cacamaxin was much concern'd, when he heard 
that his Brother was made Lord of his Dominions, 
and Cortes had him ſtrictly obſerv'd, knowing there 


were many that would willingly have convey'd him 
back to Texcuco. Motezuma (ent two Embaſſadors to 


ſignify to that City the new Election, and caus'd 
the Elect to be attended by many of his Courtiers, 
and Cortes ſent along with him ſeveral of his prime 
Men, both of them in Perſon bearing him Company 
to the Gates of Mexico. He was receiv'd at Tercuco 
with all publick Demonſtrations of Joy; being carry d 
on Men's Shoulders. At the entrance into the City 
the Magiſtrates took him up, and when come to the 
Palace an ancient Gentleman ſet a Garland of Flowers 
on his Head, and all the Company being ſilent, made 
4 Speech to him, the Purport whereof was,“ That he 
c was ſenſible, how when he was ſerving Motexuma, 
ge being fled from his Brother, on Account of his _ 
n V „„ cc the 
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te the God's had rais'd him to that high Dignity, for 


« which reaſon he ought to take care not to change 


ce his noble Diſpoſition, for that the main Thing 


« King's ſhould endeavour toacquire, was the Loveof 
<& their Subjects; that all there preſent were pleas'd to 


cc fee themſelves deliver'd from the heavy Yoak of 


ce his Brothers Domination; that he ſhould rejoyce, 
& {ince he began to reign with the general Satisfaction 
cc of all Men, that he (hoyld behave himſelf like a 
& King, who they hop'd would live long contentedly, 
« for all the People receiv'd him as their Lord, ho- 
ce nouring him as a God, and reſpecting him as a Fa- 
te ther, ſaluting him as became Children, and wiſhing 


e“ him welcome. The new King in return, gave 


Thanks to God for having deliver'd him from Sub- 
jection to his Brother; for having promoted him ſo 
. and being ſo favourably receiv d; promiſing 
to treat them as his own Children, and defiring that 
ſince the great Cortes had preſerr d him to that Poſt 
they ſhould honour and reſpe& him, to whom he 
own'd himſelf indebted. Theſe and other Ceremonies 
being perform'd, the People withdrew, and Cortes was 
deliver'd from the Danger that had threatned him. 
Alonſo de Grado was diſguſted with Cortes, for having 
taken from him the Government of Vera Crux, and 
being deſirous to be reveng'd, kept a Man on the Sea 
Coaſt, to give him Notice when any Ships arriv'd 
from James Velaſquez. Cortes being inform'd of it, 
ſent for him, he was brouglit into the Court, pini- 
on'd, with a Halter about his Neck, and as ſoon as he 
came in the Drums beat, and there was a great Shout, 
for ſo it had been contriv'd, the more to ſhame him. 
Cortes gave him ſome hard Words, faying, if it were 
not for Pity he would hang him; but order'd him 
to be confin'd, till ſome Days after, at the Requeſt 
of Peter de Alvarado, and others, he ſet him at Oy; 
„ 9 | , Aﬀex 
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Aſter this Puniſhment inflicted, which was altogether 


new to ſeveral prime Indians that ſaw it, he reproy'd 


Alonſo de Grado, and it hapned that about three hun- 


dred Indian Men and Women belonging to Cortes, 
went into one of Motexuma's Store-houſes of Cacao, in 
which there were above forty thouſand Loads of it, 
which was then, and ſtill is a great Treaſure, for eve- 
77. Keep was worth forty Pieces of Eight, and all 
that Night they were carrying it to the Spaniſh Quar- 
ters. Peter de Alvarado being inform'd of it, order'd 
Alonſo de Ojeda, who was that Night upon Mote uma 's 
Guard, to let him know as ſoon as reliev'd, for he 
would have a Share in it. He did (0, and went thi- 
ther with fifty Perſons, who brought away Loads of 
it. The Cacao was in Wicker Baskets, as big as Wine 
Fats, which ſix Men could not graſp, being plaiſter'd 
both within and without, and plac'd in order like Fats; 


thoſe Baskets being us'd like Bins, for Indian Wheat, 


and other Grain, which kept well in them. Six hun- 
dred Loads were taken away that Night, and poly 1 
Baskets empty d. The next Day the Track of the 

Theft appear d,. Cortes order d Enquiry to be made 
about it, and had not Alvarado been concern'd in it, 
he would have ſhown his Severity; but he told him 
his Mind in private, and gave him a ſharp repri- 
mand. | 1 yo. We. 

All was very peaceable at Mexico, when Mote uma, 
either at the Perſwaſion of Cortes, or of his own Accord, 
tho' the former is moſt likely, ſummon'd all the Prin- 
ces, and great Men of his Empire to aſſemble at Mexi- 


co on a Day appointed, upon an Affair that concern d 


them very much. When they were all met with 
the greateſt State every one could, after the uſual Ce- 
remonies, being ſeated in the Royal Palace, with the 
Gentry of the City, Mote uma in his Royal Robes, 
and Cortes with his prime Men, in their beſt Apparel, 
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a Throne was plac'd with a coſtly covering on which 
Motex uma and Cortes ſeated themſelves, nobody know- 
ing what was. to be propos d. Then a Sign being made 
with the Hand to enjoin Silence, that — with 
much Gravity ſaid, That during the ſpace of eigh- 
<« teen Years he had reign'd over \ Jo they had been 
c made ſenfible of his Affection towards them, how 
ce much Confidence he had repos'd in them, and of 
<« the Uprightneſs of his Government; and he on the 
« other Hand was ſenſible of their Worth, and Loy- 
ce alty, whence they might conclude, that he would 
<« not have brought them together unleſs it were upon 
« ſome Aﬀair that was for- their Advantage ; that 
ce they ſhould call to mind what had been told them 
ce by their Forefathers, and what had been aſſerted by 
cc tir Soothſayers and Prieſts, viz. that they were 
ce not Natives of that Country, and that their King- 
* dom would not laſt long, for their Anceſtors came 
“ from very diſtant Lands, and their Leader ſoon after 
c return'd, ſaying he would ſend ſomebody to govern 
« them; that they had always expected that Gover- 
„ nour, who was then come, being the great King 
“ of Spain, who had ſent his Commander Cortes, and 
c thoſe that were with him, who ſaid they were of 
* the ſame Lineage, and therefore they might thank 
6 God that they were come in their Days, ſince what 
* was to be could not be avoided, and the Will of 
ec the Gods muſt be fulfll'd ; for which reaſon he 
cc intreated them, that they would jointly with him, 
« do Homage to Cortes in the Name of the King of 
« Spain his Sovereign, ſince he had already declar'd 
« himſelf his Friend, and Servant; and that for the 
cc future, tho' he was abſent they ſhould ſerve, obey, 
 « and pay Tribute to him, as they had done to his 
« own Perſon, by which he ſhould perceive how much 
« they lov'd him, and that he had not been in the 

| Wrong 
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ec Wrong in n them. He could not forbear 
ſhedding Tears when he came to thoſe Words, and 
his Sighs and Sobs obſtructed his ſaying any more, 


which fo affected all his Audience, that it occafion'd a 


general ſilent Lamentation, inſomuch that the Spaniards 
themſelves, tho they were doing their own Buſineſs, 
could not refrain from Weeping. That Exceſs of 
Grief overwhelm'd them for above a Quarter of an 
Hour, ſo that no Man could ſpeak ro Motexuma, 
whom Cortes in the mean time took by the Hands, and 
ſpoke to him ſome Words of Comfort. | 

Wren their Grief was ſomewhat vented, and all 
huſht again, one of thoſe great Meh took upon him 
to anſwer Motezama, and ſaid, That all thoſe his 
46 Relations, Friends, Servants, and Subjects, had liſt- 
cc ned to him with much Attention and Reſpect, and if 
S« they had imagin'd he deſign'd to make ſuch an O- 


6 verture to them, they would not have met, to avoid 


& ſeeing ſuch a mighty Monarch under ſo much Grief; 
cc that it was impoſſible they ſhould not be concern'd 


sc at ſuch a Change, which would overthrow their 
$ Religion, Laws, and Cuſtoms ; but ſince the Gods 


ce thought fit it ſhould be ſo, ſince there were ſo many 
& Predictions of it, and that the Mexican Empire was 
ce to end in him, ſince they muſt of Neceſſity ſubmir 
& to the Will of the Gods, and ſince he did ſo, they 
ce all agreed ro what he did, and own'd themſelves 


c Subjects to the King of Spain, as had been predicted. 


Then not being able to proceed any farther for Sighs, 


| after the uſual Ceremonies, two Notaries that were pre- 


ſent, at the Requeſt of Corres, drew up a Certificate 
of all that had paſs'd, and he ſpoke to all the Com- 
pany after this Manner. Princes, Lords, Friends, 
te and well beloved, it has highly pleas'd me to ſee 
« you ſo readily comply with the Opinion of the 
4, for herein you conform yourſelves 
as: 8 


428 The His Tory of America. 


cc to what the true God will have done at this Time 


cc rather than at ahother, for your Advantage, and tho? 
ce you cannot at preſent but be concern'd at fo great 
& a change, you'll ſoon be ſenſible of how much you 
ec have been in the Right, Motexuma will be a great 
cc King, as hitherto, and you all will continue as you 
ce are, all that is intended is to lead you out of the 
« Blindneſs you are in, to defend you in Wars, and 
ce do you other good Turns which will appear in Time.” 
Aſter this the Aſſembly broke up, and every Man 
went to his own Home. Cortes waited on Mote uma, 
returning Thanks for what he had done. There was 
much muttering in the City, about this Innovation, 
and it was the common Talk, that the Race and Do- 
mination of Culua expir'd in Motexuma. They faid 
it would not have been ſo, had he not been call'd by 
that Name, which ſignifies Angry, to denote his Miſ- 
fortune, and that the Gods had aſſur'd him, he ſhould 
reign but eight Years, and ſhould not be ſucceeded 
by any Son, or other Heir, for which reaſon he would 
not make War with the Spaniards, ſince they were to 
be his Succeſſors; tho he did not believe that to be 
altogether true, ſince he had reign'd above ſeventeen 
' Years ; but perhaps they were miſtaken in the Num- 
ber ten. | 
A EW Days after Cortes told Motex uma it was rea- 
ſonable that ſome Preſent ſhould be ſent the : King, as 
an Acknowledgment for the Homage paid him, and 
that it ought to be collected 1 all the Pro- 
vinces. Though this ſeem'd out of the way to Mo- 


texuma, he return'd a favourable Anſwer, and ſent ſome 
of his Servants with the Spaniards to the Bird Houſe, 
who going into a room ſaw a great Quantity of Gold 
in Plates, Ingots, and wrought Pieces. They call'd 
Cortes, and he order'd it all to be carry'd to his Ap- 
partment, which Motexuma ſeem d to approve, but his 

Servants 


* — 2 —VG” od PS. =... A 


lows. 


The HIS TO Rx of Amerlca. 429 


Servants were very ſorry for it. Beſides that, he gave 


abundance of Cotton, and Feather Cloth of curious 
natural Colours, ſo rich that the Spaniards had never ſeen 
the like,and twelve extraordinary coſtly Trunks to ſhoot 
Pellets, adorn'd with moſt curious Silver Work, caſt 
and engrav'd, with Gold Nets to hold the Moulds and 
Pellets. He likewiſe ſent ſeveral Servants, and a 5 

niard with every one of them to his Subject and con- 
federate Provinces to gather a Duty for the King of 
Spain ; and tho? they ſaw it was for a foreign King, 


he was ſo punctually obey'd, that the Meſſengers ſoon 


return'd with Jewels, Gold, Silver, and other Thin 
all which he, without looking on? it, ſent to Cortes, 
who receiv'd it in the Preſence of the King's Officers, 


wiz, Gonzalo Mexia Treaſurer, and Alonſo de Avila 


Controller, appointed by himſelf, till the King ſhould 
order otherwiſe. Having caus d the Gold to be caſt 
by Motexuma's Founders, that were at Eſcapuzalco, 
ſaving ſome Curioſities, which he thought better to 
preſerve as they were, the King's Officers faid it 


amounted to above fix hundred thouſand Pieces of 


Eight, including five hundred in Silver, of which 
there was not much becauſe they knew not then how 
to manage it. There being no Weights to weigh 
and divide that Wealth, they made ſome of Iron, of 
a Quarter, and Half a Quarter of an Hundred, a Pound, 
and Half Pound, as exact as they could, and as ſoon as 
weigh'd they conſulted about dividing it, and tho' there 


| was no Difficulty in it, Cortes ſtill delay'd, ſaying, 
they ſhould ſtay till there was a greater Quantity, and 


the Weights were more exact; but they all unanimouſ- 
ly crav'd to have it divided, believing that he and they 
were defrauded, of what ſhrunk away, becauſe it was 


generally thought that the Quantity was greater before 


the caſting, and therefore he reſolvd to divide it as fol- 
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Tus King's Fifth was firſt taken out of the Heap; 
then Cortes ſaid another Fifth ſnould be taken out for 
him, ſince they had promis d he ſhould have it on the 
Strand, when they made him Captain General, and 
Chief Juſtice. He alſo demanded the Expences he 
had been at in Cuba for the Fleet, all that had been laid 
out by James Velaſquex, the Value of the Ships that 
were ſunk, the Charge of ſending their Deputies to 
Spain, the Price of his Mare that dy'd, and of his 
Horſe that was killd by the 7laſcallans, the Part of 
the Mercenarian Frier, of the Clergy-man John Diaz, 
and of the Captains, and a double Share for thoſe that 
had Horſes, or. Fire-Arms, or Croſs-Bows, beſides 
other ſmall Matters, ſo that, very little remaining, 
many of the Soldiers would not take it, and ſaid, 
Cortes kept all to himſelf, and they were quiet, becauſe 
of the Place they were in. Some took it and com- 
plain d, whom Cortes pacify'd, giving them ſome 
Gold, and good Words. A Part was alſo laid aſide 
for thoſe that were at Vera Crux, which he orderꝭd to 
be carry'd to Tlaſcala, and kept for them there. Cor- 
tes was then the firſt that caus'd ſeveral Things for 
Uſe to be made of Gold ; and the Soldiers, accord- 
ing to what they had, got Chains and other Ornaments 
made by the Goldſmiths at Eſcapuzalco, which is half 
a League from Mexico. Others play d with a Pack 
of Cards made by one Peter of Valencia, of the Lea- 
ther of Drums, as good and exactly drawn as any in 
Fair, and when they play'd there appear d Ingots 
mark d and unmark'd, which ſhow'd' how much had 
been conceal d. A Soldier of Tyiana, or the County, 
whoſe Name was John de Cardenas,, was fo much con- 
-cern'd, becauſe only an hundred Ducars came to his 
Share, whereas he had expected much more, that 
ſighing bitterly, his Comrade ask d, what aid him; 
he anſwer d, God take me, if after running ſo ma- 
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« ny Dangers, Cortes takes to himſelf a Fifth like the 


<« King, and deducts for his Horſe and his Mare, and 
<« the other Man's Ships, and ſo many Whims, how 
« can my Wife and Children chooſe but ſtarve, and 


es Lmight have reliev'd them when the Deputies went 


ce to Spain, had not he oblig'd us to give up our 
« Shares to ſend to the King, and to his Father? He 
« added, that it was a hard Caſe, after the Perils at 
« Tabaſco and Tlaſcala, and being then expos'd to fo 
« many Hazards, to come off with ſuch a Reward, 
cc and that it was not fit there ſhould be ſo man 

“ Kings.” Cortes was inform'd of theſe Diſcourſes, 
which by Degrees ſpread abroad among other Malecon- 


tents, and being a Man of a ready Wit, he caus d all 
the Soldiers to be aſſembled, and declar'd to them, 


« How careful he was in the firſt Place of all that re- 


© lated to the Service of God; the good Example he 


ce gave; his impartial Juſtice, without deviating from 
« jt for Favour or Affection, ſo that no Man had 


ce Cauſe to complain; that he always watch'd for the 


& Safety of them all, being continually rhoughtful, 


« to the End that his Vigilancy, and the Dangers and 


« Hardſhips they went through, in all which he 
ever bore his Part, might turn to the greater Service 
c of God and the King, the Honour of the Nation, 
« and particularly of themſelves, and that they might 
&« pain ſufficient Wealth to live at their Eaſe. That 
e was ſo free from any avaricious Deſign, that 
ce whatſoever he amaſs d, kept, or had, was in order 
ce to behave himſelf like a good Father, disburſing the 
« ſame upon preſſing Neceſſities, for their common 
ce Intereſt, and the Support of the Cauſe ; and that 
ce to the End they might be the more fully convinc'd 
« of it, he would not have the Fifth that had been 
ce deducted for him, tho' they had promis d he ſhould, 
& bur only ſuch Part as in Strictneſs belong d to him 
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6 as Captain General; that any one who would have 
« Gold might come to him, and he would ſhare what 
& he had with him; that all they had yet got was a 
« mere Trifle, for if they did reflect on the rich 
&« Mines they had diſcover'd, and the Multitude of 
« Towns and Cities there were in that Country, they 
« would not be troubled, or diſſatisfy'd at receiving 


& one hundred or two hundred Ducats leſs than they 
c had expected; that they ſhould be contented, and 


« aſſur'd that by the Help of God he would make 
«< them the happieſt Men in the World.” By this 
Conduct, and giving underhand what he thought fit 
to thoſe that complain'd, he allay'd the Diſcontents 
that began to appear, and told the Soldier before men- 
tion'd John de Cadenas, that he would ſend him rich 
to Spain in the firſt Ships that went, that he might ſee 


his Wife and Children, and gave him three hundred 


Pieces of Eight in Hand. | 
Gonzalo Mexia, the Treaſurer, ſaw ſome Pieces of 
Gold in the Hands of Captain Fohn Velaſquex that had 
not paid the Fifth, and privately. defir'd he would give 
them to him becauſe the Malecontents demanded them, 
Velaſquex ſaid he would not, becauſe he had them 
from Cortes, before the reſt was caſt. Mexia reply'd, 


that Cortes had taken enough to himſelf, and ſo Words 


riſing,” they came to their Swords, and wounded one 
another; and being both very brave muſt have been 

kill'd, had not they been immediately parted. Cortes 
order d them to be confin'd, and having reconcil'd 
them, ſoon releas*'d Mexia, but kept Yelaſquez longer, 
becauſe he was his Friend and Confidence, being ſhut 
up, and walking about in a large Room with a great 
Chain that had been brought from Vera Crux. Adore- 
⁊uma hearing the Noiſe, ask*d Orteguilla, the Page, 
who was confin'd, he told him it was Jahn Velaſquez, 
the Captain of his Guard, and that Chriſtopher de o 
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did the Duty in his Stead; whereupon when Cortes 


went to viſit him, he deſir'd he would releaſe him, be- 


cauſe he was a good Officer, very civil and courteous, 
and tho” Cortes ſeem'd unwilling, he did as was defir'd, 
fo that the Men might believe it was at Adorezama's 


Requeſt, and from that Time Yelaſqnez. and Mexia were 


very good Friends. 

AT the Time when Cortes had his Thoughts moſt 
taken up, about fendinga Preſent to rhe King, and Mo- 
ney to Hiſpaniola and other Iflands to purchaſe Arms 
and Horſes, with Advice of his Succeſs, to invite his 
Friends and others to come over to him ; concluding 
with himſelf, that having Motexuma in his Cuſtody, 
he might ſubdue all the Empire, if more Men came to 


him, with the Aſſiſtance of the Tlaſcallaus, and the 


reſt that had offer d their Service, and were Enemies to 
the Mexicans, then Fortune began to frown, through 


the unſearchable Judgments of God, tho? Cortes was ſo 


zealous a Chriſtian, that he heard Maſs every Day, and 
took Care his Men ſhould do ſo, and gave a good 
Example, living ſoberly and difcreetly, labowing for 


the Converſion of thoſe Infidels, as occaſion offer d, 


that being no proper Seaſon to attempt it more openly. 


However there was a preat Stop pur'to the Shedding 
of human Blood in the Sacrifices, and F. John Diaz, 
and F. Bartholomew de Olmedo promoted this good 


Work as much as they could, and baptiz d ſome Per- 
ſons, Who being taken with the Converſation of the 
Chriſtians, deſir d it; but there were few of theſe, 


| becauſe they thought it hard to quit their Religion, and 


were afraid of the reſt. 

Tun Change that hapned was after this Manner. 
When the Spaniards were grown very eaſy, Motexuma 
ſent Orteguilla who began to ſpeak the Language tolera- 
bly; and therefore a5 
delighted in him, to call. Cortes, and he told him that 
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the King would ſpeak with him, and that he muſt 
obſerve that many Prieſts, and Men of Quality had 


been, in the Night and Part of that Day, difcourling in 
private with Aotezuma. Cortes ſaid, he did not like 
that Meſſage, and taking with him twelve of the Spa- 
niards that were next at Hand, endeavour'd to ſup- 
preſs the Commotion that wes within him. Being 
come to Moteæ uma, he ſaluted him very courteouſly, 
and ask d, what Commands he had for him. That 
Prince receiv'd him with more Gravity than he had 
been wont to do, led him by the Hand into another 
Room, and being ſomewhat acquainted with the Spa- 
ziſh Civility, calld for Chairs, and all the reſt ſtand- 
ing, and two Interpreters on their Sides, he ſaid, 
C Captain Cortes, my Gods are angry with me, for 
& having permitted you to ſtay ſo long in my Ci- 
<« ty, deſtroying our Religion; they ſay they will 
ce give me no Rain, will deſtroy my Corn, ſend the 
“ Plague, and ſutze& my Empire to my Enemies. 
<« I enticat you to depart this Place immediately. Ask 
ce what you will have, for I love you entirely, and if 
4 T did not, I ſhould not beg it of you, fince J have 
& jr in my Power to do you Harm, and ſhall not tell 
ce you ſo again. Take what you will out of my 
&« Treaſures, and go away ſatisfy'd, for my Gods 
& will not allow of what has been done; and ſince 
« you ſee I can do no leſs for their Honour and my 
c own, be not concern'd.” When he had utterd 
theſe Words, before the Interpreter began to ſpeak; 
Cortes turn'd to a Spaniard, and ſaid, „Run to our 
« Comrades, and bid them be in a Readineſs, for their 
& Lives are at Stake.” When the Interpreter had 
done, Cortes rouſing his Courage, very ſedately an- 
ſv er' d. Experience had made him ſenſible of his 


6 Affection, and that it was not his Fault if he did 


5: not continue in his Company; but that ſince his 
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* Gods, and his People were of that Mind, he ſhould 
de conſider when he would have him be gone. The 
King was ſo well pleas d with his Anſwer, that he ſaid, 
&« He would not have him go till he thought fit him- 


e ſelf, and he would then give him four Loads of 


& Gold, every Horſeman two, and every Foot Soldier 
&« one.” Cortes reply'd, ? That he could not return 
« to his own Country without Ships, and ſince he 
had ſunk thoſe that brought him, it was his Requeſt, 
1 that he would cauſe Timber to be fell'd at Vera 
& Cruz, which the Indians call'd the Coaſt of Calchi- 


ce coeca, and he would find Men to build them.” A- 


texuma approv'd of what he faid, and ordeiꝰd the Tim- 
ber to be fell'd. Cortes appointed Workmen to do 
what Martin Lopez ſhould direct them, and Moteæu- 
ma, who it is likely was not very ſuſpicious, believ d 
it. Cortes acquainted his Men with Moteguma's Will, 
encourag'd them, and ſaid, & That God, whoſe Cauſe 


. they had in Hand, would in the mean Time whilſt 


de the Ships were building, ſo diſpoſe their Affairs, 
& that they ſhould not loſe that good Counrry. He 
directed Martin Lopez, to make Show of carrying on 


the Work with Diligence, but ar the ſame Time to 


retard it as much as might be, and continually to fend 
him Advice of every Thing that hapned. 

 Mitezuma had ſome Motives to induce him to change 
bis Mind. The firſt was the frequent Attacks of his 


own Subjects, who ſaid, it was baſe for him, the 


oreateſt Prince in the World, to be held in Oppreſſi- 
on by that Handful of Strangers, and therefore he ought 
immediately to turn them off, for his own, and the 
Honour of all the Nobility of his Empire, to which 
Purpoſe they offer d their Aſſiſtance; and if he would 
not do it, they would caſt him off, not doubting bur 
that he rpuſt have ſuch an End as Conat{popoca, and his 


Nephew Cacamazn had before, and they would chooſe 


Kkk2 themſelves 
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themſelves another- Sovereign. The ſecond was, that 
the Devil, who often ſpoke to him, threatned, that in 
caſe he did not deſtroy thoſe Spaniards, or turn them 
out of his Dominions, his Subjects ſhould never en- 
joy Health, he would deſtroy their Corn, and be gone 
himſelf, becauſe the Chriſtian Maſles, Croffes, and 
Baptiſm tormented him. Motexuma anſwer'd, That 
they being his Friends, and good Men, it was not 
juſt to murder them, but he would deſire them to be 

ne, and if they would nor, then they ſhould be 
Fils. The Devil reply d, He ſhould do fo, for ei- 
ther he or they muſt be gone, it being impracticable 
for two Enemies to hve in one Houſe. Beſides, 
Motec uma was of a changeable Temper, and repented 
of what he had done, being forry for the Impriſon- 
ment. of his Nephew Cacamaxin, whom he had entire- 
ly lov'd, and he was his Succeſſor in the Empire, in 
caſe he had no male Hue ; and becauſe he perceiy'd, 
that the Spaniards by Degrees made themſelves Maſters 


of his Lands, and hat was ſtill worſe, of their Per- 


ſons, and the Devil had aſſur d him, that if he would 
put away thoſe People, the Empire of Culua ſhould 
not expire in his Perſon, but that it ſhould continue 
to proſper more than ever, and his Sons and Succeſſors 
ſhould reign after hun ; that he ſhould not give Credit 
to Predictions, ſince the eighth Year was paſt, and he 
was in the eighteenth. Thus it was moſt certain, that 
before Mote uma ſpoke to Cortes, he had provided one 


| hundred thouſand Men to drive him out by Force, in 


caſe he would not go by fair Means. 


The End of the Second Volume. 
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